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Faculty

Stefano Beggiora, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, IT
Carlo Casalone, Pontificial Gregorian University, |T
Giuliano Lancioni, Roma Tre University, IT

Luca Mastrantonio, IULM University of Milan, IT
Jurgen Maurer, University of Lausanne, CH

Massimo Raveri, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, IT
Antonio Rigopoulos, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, IT
Roberta Sala, Vita-Salute San Raffaele University, IT
Stefano Semplici, University of Rome Tor Vergata, |IT
Luca Scarantino, Aldo Moro University of Bari, IT
Fabrizio Turoldo, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, IT

Guest
Michele Gazich, artist, songwriter, poet

Day 1 — Monday, June 15

9.00 - 9:15 | Registration

9.15-9:30 | Welcome and Opening remarks by VIU and Scientific Coordinator
9.30-11.00 | Life Expectancy and End of Life at a Global Level: Data from the “Global
Burden of Disease”

Jurgen Maurer, University of Lausanne

11.00-11.15 | Coffee break

11.15-12.45 | Global Bioethics and Dialogue Between Cultures at the End of Life
Stefano Semplici, University of Rome Tor Vergata

12.45—-14.00 | Lunch break

14.00 - 15.30 | For an Intercultural and Inclusive Perspective: Transversal Ethical Values
and End-of-Life Care
Luca Scarantino, Aldo Moro University of Bari



15.30 - 15.45 | Coffee break
15.45—-17.30 | Participants’ presentations

Encounters in the Multicultural End-of-Life Care from a Clinical Nursing Perspective
Anna Slettmyr, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden

Law and Bioethics: the End of Life in China ?:letzlrcnea tional
Simona Novaretti, University of Turin, Italy University

Day 2 — Tuesday, June 16
9.15-10.45 | End of Life in Hindu Thought
Antonio Rigopoulos, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice

10.45-11.00 | Coffee break

11.00-12.30 | End of Life and Shamanism
Stefano Beggiora, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice

12.30-14.00 | Lunch break

14.00 - 15.30 | End of Life in Christian Thought
Carlo Casalone, Pontifical Gregorian University

15.30 - 15.45 | Coffee break
15.45—-17.30 | Participants’ presentations

Rethinking the Good Death: Shanzhong as a Chinese Ethical Response to Death and Dying
Xueying Zhang, Southeast University of Nanjing, China

Grief Work of Widows in Care Homes
llaria Mingazzini, University of Padova, Italy
Day 3 — Wednesday, June 17

9.15-10.45 | End of Life in Buddhist Thought
Massimo Raveri, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice

10.45-11.00 | Coffee break

11.00 - 12.30 | End of Life and Islam
Giuliano Lancioni, Roma Tre University

12.30-14.00 | Lunch break

14.00 — 15.30 | Cultural, Religious, and Value Conflicts Regarding End-of-Life Choices
Roberta Sala, Vita-Salute San Raffaele University

15.30— 15.45 | Coffee break
15.45 —18.00 | Participants’ presentations
Freeing illness from its symbolic burden: metaphor and metaphorization

according to Susan Sontag
Giulia Giambrone, Ca' Foscari University of Venice, Italy,



and Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University, France

Noma disease as a mirror of communities marked by high child mortality: an
anthropological perspective
Laura Verduci, Adolfo Ibanez University, Chile

Care Home Workers’ ‘Professional Grief’
Keziah Florin-Sefton, London School of Economics and Political Sciences, United Kingdom

Day 4 — Thursday, June 18
9.15-11.00 | Unofficial Medicine and the End of Life.: The Hamer Case
Luca Mastrantonio, IULM University of Milan

11.00- 11.15 | Coffee break

11.15 - 12.45 | Science and Democracy
Roberta Sala, Vita-Salute San Raffaele University

12.45-14.00 | Lunch break

14.00 —15.30 | Guided Tour of the Insane Asylum Museum on San Servolo Island
15.30 - 15.45 | Coffee break

15.45—-17.30 | Borrowed Words: the Story of a Song Cycle Born from the Medical
Records Archived at the San Servolo Mental Hospital

Michele Gazich, artist, songwriter, poet

17.30 | Summer School evaluation questionnaire

19.30 - 22.30 | Social dinner and award of diplomas
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Faculty short bios

Fabrizio Turoldo is full professor of Moral Philosophy at the
Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage of Ca' Foscari
University of Venice, where he teaches Moral Philosophy, Bioethics
and Social Ethics. He is Director of the International PHD Program in
Philosophy and Educational Sciences, in partnership between the
Universities of Ca' Foscari and Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne.
Professor Turoldo is Director of the Master in Administration and
Management of Wildlife at Ca' Foscari University of Venice. His

research interests focus in particular on applied ethics and medical ethics.

~ 7 Stefano Beggiora is Associate Professor at Ca' Foscari University of

Venice, at the Department of Asian and North African Studies
(DSAAM), where he currently serves as Departmental Delegate for
Internationalization. He is also director of the scientific book series
STRADE and of the Venice Journal of Environmental Humanities. His
recent research focuses on the ethnology and anthropology of India
— especially the study of South-Asian shamanism and the religions,
societies, and rights of indigenous (adivasi) communities — as well

as environmental history of South Asia, socio-economic development in India, and the

legal and constitutional frameworks protecting marginalized castes and ethnic minorities.

Carlo Casalone SJ is Visiting Professor of Moral Theology and
Bioethics at the Pontificia Universita Gregoriana (PUG) in Rome, and
the Coordinator of the scientific section of the Pontificia Accademia
per la Vita. He is also President of the Fondazione Carlo Maria
Martini. Originally trained in medicine, Casalone later obtained a
doctorate in Moral Theology. His recent work addresses ethical
challenges in medicine — especially bioethics, end-of-life decisions,
and healthcare ethics — including issues like “the end of life,”

palliative care, and the moral implications of biomedical and technological developments.

Giuliano Lancioni is Full Professor of Arabic language and linguistics
at Roma Tre University in the Department of Foreign Languages,
Literatures and Cultures. His research focuses on Arabic linguistics,
with particular attention to corpus linguistics, lexicography, and the
history of Arabic grammatical thought. He is especially interested in
how computational methods can be applied to the study and
teaching of Arabic, as well as in issues of language variation and

pedagogy.

Luca Mastrantonio teaches courses on multimedia storytelling and
communication, cross-media narratology, journalism and non
fiction writing in the Department of Communication, Arts and
Media at IULM University in Milan and in the University of Pavia. A
journalist at Corriere della Sera since 2011, he designed the cultural
insert "La Lettura" and is currently deputy editor of its weekly
supplement “7”, writing about culture and society. He co-hosts
Radio3's international cultural review and produced the podcast
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#NonneVocali, exploring Gen Z’s bond with grandparents during the pandemic. His essays,
like Intellettuali  del piffero (Marsilio, 2013) and Emulazioni pericolose (Einaudi,
2018), examine mechanisms of political, cultural, and social influence—particularly the
crisis of intellectuals and critical thinkers in modern society —, and the rising impact of
narrative products in public and private sphere. In 2025, he published his debut novel, a
non-fiction novel starting from an unsolved crime to probe the formation of a medical
sect: Piombo e latte (Bompiani). Curator of the poetry residency at Milan’s Casa degli
Artisti, where in 2024 he founded the ARIMO group for a Spoon River-inspired project
dedicated to the city, weaving poetry with urban memory and tying his research to local
cultural vitality. This experience inspiredthe poetry anthology Milano porto di
mare (Mondadori, 2026), a poetic journey in the city, from Petrarca to new voices.

Jurgen Maurer is full professor of Health Economics and
Management at the Faculty of Business and Economics of the
University of Lausanne. His main research interests lie in the fields
of health, population and development economics, with a focus on
ageing and human development. Professor Maurer is a fellow of
the Center for Economics and Social Research (CESR) at the
University of Southern California in Los Angeles, a senior fellow of

the Munich Center for the Economics of Aging (MEA), an external
affiliate of the Health, Econometrics and Data Group (HEDG) of the Centre for Health
Economics at the University of York, and an adjunct economist at the RAND Corporation.

Massimo Raveri is Honorary Professor — and formerly Full Professor
— of Religions and Philosophies of East Asia at the Department of
Asian and North African Studies at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice.
He has directed the inter-university MA program in Religious
Studies with the University of Padua and has led European-level
initiatives for intercultural religious education. Anthropologist, his
research focuses on Japanese religions, with particular attention to

ascetic practices, esoteric Buddhism, Zen, and new forms of
spirituality and the media in contemporary Japanese society.

Antonio Rigopoulos is Full Professor of Indology and Tibetology at
the Department of Asian and North African Studies at Ca’ Foscari
University of Venice. He serves as Coordinator of the Scientific
Committee of Edizioni Ca' Foscari — Venice University Press. His
research centres around Indian religious traditions, especially Hindu
theology, Sanskrit and Pali literature, classical texts, ascetic and
devotional movements, the bhakti tradition, and the history of

Indian religions.

Roberta Sala is Full Professor of Political Philosophy and Public
Ethics at Universita Vita-Salute San Raffaele in Milan. She serves as
President of the Degree Programme in Philosophy and, since 2016,
as Director of the CeSEP (Center for Ethics and Politics) at the same
institution. Her work combines political philosophy, public ethics,
and bioethics — with a focus on issues such as tolerance, liberalism,
multiculturalism, secular ethics, and the ethical-political challenges

of pluralistic societies.
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also investigates the
tradition.

Luca Maria Scarantino is Full Professor of Moral and Intercultural
Philosophy at the Department of Research and Humanistic
Innovation at University of Bari “Aldo Moro”. From 2018 to 2024,
he served as president of the International Federation of
Philosophical Societies (FISP). His research focuses on cross-cultural
moral philosophy — exploring Eastern and Western conceptions of
the self and morality — the ethics of communication and persuasion,
and the philosophical foundations of social-cultural interaction. He
history of Italian critical rationalism and the social-philosophical

Stefano Semplici is full professor of Social Ethics and Bioethics at
Tor Vergata University of Rome, a member of the Italian National
Committee for Bioethics, and a corresponding member of the
Pontifical Academy for Life. His main research focus has recently
been on public ethics, business ethics and bioethics. He has been
president of the International Bioethics Committee at UNESCO and
of the Bioethics Committee of the Italian Society of Pediatrics.
Professor Semplici is associate editor of Medicine, Health Care and

Philosophy and a member of the board of the Enrico Castelli Philosophical Studies

Institute.
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