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			Course description

			The “rule of law”, that idea that the free arbiter of public power is restrained by law, forms a core tenet of the political and cultural identity of Europe and the West. This course offers a history of this idea, and its many manifestations in the legal order of Europe and the West, from the 16th century to the present. By embedding constitutional history in both its political and cultural contexts, it shows how “the rule of law” is an inextricable part, both cause and consequence, of the identity of the political and cultural spaces we call “Europe” and “the West”. Through the double processes of colonization and decolonization, it also became – a contested – part of the global order of the 20th and 21st centuries and forms an important historic heritage of the West.

			The course does offer a bird’s eye on general developments all over Europe and the West, but zooms in on moments of crisis, rapid change, and revolution in particular countries, which are exemplary for Europe-wide evolutions in different periods of history. This allows the embedding of constitutional changes deeply into narratives about power elites’ political, economic, religious, and cultural agendas as well as considering the concrete impact of political theories and cultural movements – such as humanism, Enlightenment rationalism, romanticism – on key actors and their actions. The aim is to distinguish between changes that were contingent on political contexts and the slow gestation of institutions and abstract doctrines over time. In this manner, a teleological view on the development of the current Western constitutional model of market democracy is avoided; current concerns about its decay are historically framed. The present-day model of market democracy appears as just another, transient form of law-based constitutional and constitutionalist government that needs partial reform rather than despair for its future. As such, the course aims to better arm students to understand the current challenges that seem to threaten, within and without the West, democracy and the rule of law.

			The lectures combine national, constitutional perspectives with reflections on international order and the process of globalization. The close interdependencies between national and international legal orders are discussed.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students have

			_ A general knowledge and understanding of the historical development of European and Western constitutional history, and the role of colonization and imperialism in its global impact.

			_ An insight into the interactions between political and economic power and legal order.

			_ An insight into the interactions between cultural ideas and legal order, and the central role of law in the identity and global impact of Europe and the West.

			_ A grasp of the major ideas of key constitutional-political thinkers and their relevance such as Luther, Bodin, Grotius, Hobbes, Locke, Bossuet, Domat, Smith, Sièyes, Constant, Marx, Lenin, Kelsen, Landis or Dürig.

			_ A grasp of the interactions in the ideas of these thinkers and those of leading humanists, empiricists, rationalists, romanticists, and positivists.

			_ The ability to reflect in an informed and critical manner about the current crisis of the Western constitutional model and frame it against the backdrop of historical knowledge.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There is no specific preliminary knowledge about legal or political history required.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Students are expected to read the literature for the week in advance of class and to make notes of the subjects they want to see discussed in more depth in class. The lectures make ample use of historical texts, projected on screen, that are analyzed in order to discover and unearth the most salient points.

					
			



			Assessment

			The evaluation consists of three parts:

			_ Student participation (activity and relevance): 10 % before midterm, 10 % after midterm.

			_ Paper and presentation: students choose a written constitution, historic or current, of a certain country. They write a reflection (app. 4,000 words) about core constitutional questions such as democracy, fundamental rights, separation of powers, the role of the judiciary, and hierarchy of norms, relating this to the political backgrounds of the drafting (40 % of the grade).

			_ Students turn in their papers by 3 May. The papers are presented (10 minutes) and discussed in class.

			_ Open-book, written exam with essay questions. Students are given 4 questions of which they can choose any 2 to answer (40 % of the grade).

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			The course begins with an overture that explains the current Western constitutional model in terms of four pillars: rule of law, pluralist democracy, fundamental rights, and free market economy. It begins at the end, with the Western victory at the end of the Cold War (week 1).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Western constitutional model” (Chap. 1). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Week 2

			
			In the following 11 weeks, the narrative follows a largely chronological course, beginning with the collapse of the late-medieval order of the Christian commonwealth in the 16th century, caused by the Reformation and the rise of humanism (week 2).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The collapse of the Christian Commonwealth and the rise of the dynastic state” (Chap. 2). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 3–4

			
			It then zooms in on the model of the dynastic state, through a study of the two, theoretically opposing constitutional mechanisms that were simultaneously deployed under the long reign of Louis XIV in France against the backdrop of the Baroque Contra-Reformation: transactional management of elite rights (week 3) and legislative absolutism (week 4).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Old Regime in France under Louis XIV: The dynastic state” (Chap. 4). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			— “The Old Regime in France under Louis XIV: Absolutism” (Chap. 5). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Week 5

			
			Week 5 is devoted to the British constitutional conflict between king and parliaments of the 17th century. This closes the part of Old Regime Europe.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The British Revolution” (Chap. 6). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 6–7

			
			Part II “Nation-states and empires” cover the late 18th century to the First World War. It covers the American (week 6) and French (week 7) revolutions, as the two birth acts of the nation-state, and discusses the relative impact of the Enlightenment and romanticism.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The American Revolution” (Chap. 7). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The French Revolution” (Chap. 8). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 8–9

			
			An analysis of the Belgian revolution and the emergence of a nation-state with a bourgeois ideology and culture (week 8) and lectures on the globalization of the European system in the context of imperialism (regarding China) and colonialism (with regard to Congo) in week 9 follow.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Belgian Revolution and the bourgeois nation-state” (Chap. 9). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			— “Imperialism and colonialism” (Chap. 10). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Week 10

			
			The part of the 20th century focuses on the North-Atlantic Revolution, the formation of the North-Atlantic world between the Great Depression and the late 1950s under US leadership. This is preceded by lectures on the Russian Revolution and the Soviet Union (week 10).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Russian Revolution” (Chap. 11). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 11–12

			
			Week 11 is devoted to the international legal order of the Atlantic world; week 12 is to the emergence of the social welfare state and the related rise of the administrative-expert state and judicial social engineering.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The North-Atlantic Revolution: The rise of a liberal world order” (Chap. 12). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			— “The North-Atlantic Revolution: The welfare-state” (Chap. 13). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			

			

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			The prescribed literature for this course consists of (parts of) twelve draft chapters of the English version of a forthcoming book The Rule of Law: A Constitutional History of the West by the lecturer of the course. The chapters are made available on Moodle to the students but are for their personal use only. It will be indicated on the powerpoints for each week (to be made available to the students on Moodle a week in advance) which pages from the chapters are to be studied.
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			Course description

			It is widely acknowledged that more than half of the world’s population currently lives in urban areas. What is commonly referred to as a “city” is a socio-spatial settlement whose definition changes across historical phases, geographical contexts, and political landscapes. While urbanization dynamics in the Global North have somewhat slowed, the process continues at an accelerated pace in the Global South, where cities are growing rapidly both in size and complexity.

			As globalization intensifies worldwide, its impacts – both positive and negative – are increasingly felt at the local level. Cities are the epicenters where challenges such as climate change, migration, aging populations, health emergencies, economic crises, and political upheavals are directly experienced by people in their everyday lives. However, cities are not merely passive sites of these challenges; they are also critical arenas for policy interventions aimed at addressing these issues. Urban environments provide the context where both the problems and solutions to global changes materialize.

			The course “Cities and Global Change: Urban Policy Analysis and Design” takes a multidisciplinary approach to understanding cities as complex systems in which natural, human, socio-economic, political, and built environments co-evolve. By integrating perspectives from economics, environmental sciences, urban planning, architecture, political science, sociology, and law, the course explores how today’s urban challenges can be tackled by combining different approaches. The goal is to foster urban futures that are both resilient and sustainable.


			



			_ Understand contemporary urbanization: Introduce students to the core issues surrounding contemporary urbanization, focusing on the changing morphology and socio-economic character of cities across the world. This goal provides a broad global outlook on how cities evolve in the context of both the Global North and South.

			_ Analyze global forces shaping cities: Help students develop a solid understanding of the major interrelated forces – such as globalization, climate change, and migration – that are driving changes and challenges in cities today. The course explores how these forces interact to influence urban environments both positively and negatively.

			_ Develop skills in urban policy analysis and design: Provide students with an introduction to the field of public policy analysis and design, particularly in the realm of urban policy. This will enable students to critically evaluate policies and propose interventions to address urban challenges effectively.

			_ Apply Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in urban analysis: Introduce students to Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and other data representation software, equipping them with practical tools to analyze, map, and communicate complex urban challenges. GIS is used as a key tool to support urban policy-making and decision-making processes.

			_ Understand climate change adaptation and the role of international bodies: Provide students with insights into the dynamics of climate change adaptation and the role of international UN bodies, such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), in shaping urban responses to climate crises. Students will explore how global agreements and frameworks, like the Paris Agreement, influence local and global policy decisions in urban planning and design.

			
			



			The course will also utilize Venice as a case study, offering a unique opportunity for students to explore a city facing a range of global challenges, including climate change, depopulation, aging, deindustrialization, and touristification. Students will work in interdisciplinary groups to critically analyze these challenges and propose practical solutions. By participating in field trips and engaging with stakeholders involved in the management and planning of Venetian urban areas, students will gain practical, hands-on experience in public policy analysis. In addition, the course includes a Design Lab, allowing students to experiment with tools, methodologies, and planning approaches based on real-world case studies.

			By the end of the course, students will be able to understand the complexities of urbanization in a globalized world and possess the practical skills necessary to contribute to resilient and sustainable urban futures.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students are expected to:

			_ Understand cities as complex systems involving natural, human, socio-economic, cultural, political, and built environments, and how these elements interact and evolve.

			_ Critically assess global forces such as globalization, climate change, and migration, and their effects on urban environments, both positive and negative.

			_ Utilize multidisciplinary approaches by integrating perspectives from economics, environmental sciences, urban planning, architecture, and political science to analyze urban phenomena.

			_ Design and conduct fieldwork using appropriate tools and methods, including GIS, to analyze urban policies and design processes.

			_ Understand climate change adaptation and international frameworks, such as the role of the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement in shaping urban resilience and sustainability policies.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			Ordinary knowledge that students have personally gained by experiencing – on an every-day basis – “urban conditions” is a good starting point for recognizing contemporary urban challenges. As cities represent complex phenomena, all cultural backgrounds (in terms of Countries of origins, academic traditions and disciplines) are welcome.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course is designed to enhance students’ abilities to communicate and collaborate within multicultural and multidisciplinary environments, reflecting the global nature of urban challenges. Given the diverse nationalities and academic backgrounds of the participants, students are encouraged to engage actively in discussions and share different perspectives. This interaction fosters a rich exchange of knowledge, ideas, and viewpoints, which is essential for addressing complex urban issues.

			The course will be structured as follows:

			_ Frontal lectures delivered by professors, covering core topics such as urbanization, cities, and public policy analysis.

			_ Student-led lectures where work groups will present global challenges that shape contemporary cities.

			_ Design Lab, where students will work on case studies, utilizing planning and design techniques, as well as relevant software tools.

			_ Field trips to case study areas, providing students with the opportunity to meet key stakeholders and gain practical insights into urban planning activities.

			_ In itinere tutoring to support group work and guide students throughout the course.

			
			



			Assessments

			Students will be assessed through three key evaluations:

			_ Class presentation: A group lecture on a global urban challenge, accounting for 20% of the overall grade.

			_ Mid-term evaluation: An individual multiple-choice test based on the lectures, contributing 25% to the final grade.

			_ Final group work presentation: The culmination of students’ work in the Design Lab, making up 40% of the overall grade.

			_ Additionally, 15% of the final grade will be based on class attendance, participation, interaction, and submission of required assignments.

			
			



			Bibliography

			Beck, U. (2016). The metamorphosis of the world: How climate change is transforming our concept of the world. John Wiley & Sons.

			Brenner, N. & Schmid, C. (eds.) (2013). Implosions/explosions: Towards a study of planetary urbanization. Jovis Verlag.

			Desjardins, J. (2020). Signals: Charting the new direction of the global economy. Visual Capitalist.

			Ferrari, E. & Rae, A. (2019). GIS for planning and the built environment: An introduction to spatial analysis. Red Globe Press.

			JRC (2019). The future of cities: Opportunities, challenges and the way forward. Publications Office of the European Union.

			Lynch, K. (1964). The image of the city. MIT press.

			Rogers, D. et al. (eds.) (2020). Understanding urbanism. Springer.

			Sapru, R.K. (2013). Public policy: Art and craft of policy analysis. PHI Learning Privated Limited.
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			Course description

			This course introduces students to the environmental humanities from the vantage point of Venice. This cross-disciplinary and rapidly expanding field explores the role that humanistic knowledge – interacting with the natural and social sciences – can play in interpreting and transforming a world challenged by a planetary environmental crisis. Venice, one of the hotspots of climate change, is a globally renowned city that is both unique and emblematic of the challenges faced by many coastal regions worldwide. We will read Venice as a material text, examining its role from multiple perspectives and through diverse media, including science, fiction, non-fiction, film, visual arts, and foodways.

			The course will introduce key concepts in the Environmental Humanities – such as the Anthropocene, blue humanities, ecocriticism, ecofeminism, natureculture, and posthumanism – and address various forms of political ecology, activism, and public engagement. We will study examples of intellectual and artistic intervention, environmental discourse, and rhetoric. Many of our case studies will be drawn from the cultural history and present condition of Venice and its unique ecosystem, showing how this microcosm encapsulates many global issues.

			Amitav Ghosh’s novel Gun Island will guide us through India, Bangladesh, the United States, and Venice revealing how climate change and migration intertwine in the present while unfolding a mystery from the past. We will engage with the work of scholars, activists, and artists from the Anthropocene Campus, contributors to Venice and the Anthropocene: An Ecocritical Guide. Two documentaries will help us analyze how the Venice lagoon – a “natural” environment modified by humans for centuries – is central to understanding the city’s ecology and deeply connected to global migration dynamics. An essential part of the course will be field excursions, beginning from San Servolo and extending to key sites in the lagoon and the city.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			The general goal of this course is to enable students to address cultural issues related to the environmental crisis from both theoretical and practical perspectives, with a high degree of autonomy, and to interpret the material and cultural texts of Venice.

			Students will learn to become effective researchers and communicators in the field of Environmental Humanities, employing a range of critical methods, conceptual models, and theoretical approaches. They will develop an awareness of place through investigation, observation, and engagement with local ecologies and communities.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			This course combines lectures, class discussions, field trips, and experiential learning. Discussion of assigned texts is at the heart of the course, enabling students to read critically and engage with major issues while drawing on their diverse cultural, linguistic, and disciplinary backgrounds.

			In addition to reading and discussion, the course emphasizes personal engagement with Venice and its ecosystems. Students are expected to be active participants, both individually and collaboratively, in class discussions and experiential learning activities.

					
			



			Assessment

			Evaluation will be based on regular attendance, classroom participation, a written midterm based on the readings, a group presentation, and the final research project detailed below:


			



			_ Attendance: 10%

			_ Active participation in class discussions: 20%

			_ Written midterm examination (based on assigned readings): 20%

			_ Group presentation: 20%

			_ Final individual research project: 30%

					
			



			The final research project – either a written and illustrated essay or a multimedia work – will focus on a specific Venetian site, analyzed from an Environmental Humanities perspective. The topic must be approved by the instructor and more detailed guidelines will be provided during the course.

			Note: Readings, assignments, screenings, field trips, and guest lectures may be adjusted to accommodate unexpected opportunities.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1. What is the environmental humanities?

			
			Venice and its Ecosystem in the Anthropocene

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Introduction”). 

			Giupponi, C. et al. (2024). “Boon and burden: Economic performance and future perspectives of the Venice flood protection system”. Regional Environmental Change, 24, p. 44. read resource

			

			


			Week 2. Venice Ecological Imaginaries

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section I: Waterscapes”).

			National Library of Russia (n.d.). “Venice then and now: 1600th anniversary of the city”. NLR Online Exhibitions. read resource

			Settis, S. (2016). If Venice dies (excerpts). New Vessel Press.

			


			Week 3. Literary Lagoonscapes

			
			Readings

			Alexander, M. (2008). Acqua Alta. In Id., Quickly Changing River. Northwestern University Press.

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section VII: Airscapes”).

			Iovino, S. (2016). “Cognitive justice and the truth of biology death (and life) in Venice”. In Ead., Ecocriticism and Italy: Ecology, resistance, and liberation. Bloomsbury.

			Scarpa, T. (2009). Venice is a fish: A cultural guide (excerpts). Serpent’s Tail.

			


			Week 4. Walking, Wading, Swimming

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section II: Architecture”; “Section VI: Immersion”).

			Codato, P. (2023). “Lagoon wanderings: Boat hydro-perspectivism in the aquapelagic assemblage of the Venetian Lagoon”. Shima, 17(2). 

			Finch-Race, D.A. (2021). “Imagining Venetian hydro-peripatetics with Ciardi, Favretto, Lansyer, and Pasini”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 59–78.

			


			Week 5. Multispecies Venice

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section III: Ecoliberation”).

			Elton, S. (2022). “More-than-human”. In Ballamingie, P. & Szanto, D. (eds.), Showing theory to know theory: Understanding social science concepts through illustrative vignettes (pp. 283–289). Showing Theory Press. read resource

			


			Week 6. Ecological migrants and refugees

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section V: Migrations”).

					
			



			Screenings

			Banglavenice (2022). Directed by E. Confortin. see resource

			


			



			Midterm


			Week 7. Amitav Ghosh’s Planetary Venice (I)

			
			Readings

			Ghosh, A. (2019). Gun Island. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			


			Week 8. Amitav Ghosh’s Planetary Venice (II)

			
			Readings

			Bassi, S. (2024). “‘None of that shit matters to the Swedes’: Venice, Bangladesh, and the postcolonial Anthropocene”. In de Medeiros, P. & Ponzanesi, S. (eds.), Postcolonial theory and crisis (pp. 105–122). Walter de Gruyter.

			Ghosh, A. (2019). Gun Island. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			


			Week 9. Venetian Foodscapes

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section III: Foodways”).

			Kent, R. (2022). “Ethnobotany on the table: Revolutionary reimagination at Venice’s Tocia”. Italysegreta.com, 22 November. read resource

			


			Week 10. Environmental Activism

			
			Readings

			López, A.A. (2023). “Saint Mark’s Square as contested political space: Protesting cruise tourism in Venice”. In Cheer, J.M., Hayward, P. & Prince, S. (eds.), Islandscapes and tourism: An anthology (pp. 101–124). CABI.

			Guaraldo, E. (2021). “Resisting the tourist gaze: Art activism against cruise ship extractivism in the Venice Lagoon”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 101–124.

					
			



			Screenings

			Lagunaria (2022). Directed by G. Pellegrini. see resource

			


			Week 11. Ecology and Contemporary Art

			
			Visit to Ocean Space (TBD)

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. (2023). “An archipelago of ecological care: Venice, its lagoon, and contemporary art”. Lagoonscapes, 3(2), pp. 1–14.

			

			


			Week 12. Students’ Presentations & Conclusion

			

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Primary readings (to be obtained independently)

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands.

					
			



			Secondary readings (made available by instructor)

			Alexander, M. (2008). Acqua Alta. In Id., Quickly Changing River. Northwestern University Press.

			Baldacci, C. (2023). “An archipelago of ecological care: Venice, its lagoon, and contemporary art”. Lagoonscapes, 3(2), pp. 1–14.

			Bassi, S. (2024). “‘None of that shit matters to the Swedes’: Venice, Bangladesh, and the postcolonial Anthropocene”. In de Medeiros, P. & Ponzanesi, S. (eds.), Postcolonial theory and crisis (pp. 105–122). Walter de Gruyter.

			Codato, P. (2023). “Lagoon wanderings: Boat hydro-perspectivism in the aquapelagic assemblage of the Venetian Lagoon”. Shima, 17(2).

			Elton, S. (2022). “More-than-human”. In Ballamingie, P. & Szanto, D. (eds.), Showing theory to know theory: Understanding social science concepts through illustrative vignettes (pp. 283–289). Showing Theory Press. read resource

			Finch-Race, D.A. (2021). “Imagining Venetian hydro-peripatetics with Ciardi, Favretto, Lansyer, and Pasini”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 59–78.

			Giupponi, C. et al. (2024). “Boon and burden: Economic performance and future perspectives of the Venice flood protection system”. Regional Environmental Change, 24, p. 44. read resource

			Ghosh, A. (2019). Gun Island. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			Guaraldo, E. (2021). “Resisting the tourist gaze: Art activism against cruise ship extractivism in the Venice Lagoon”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 101–124.

			Iovino, S. (2016). “Cognitive justice and the truth of biology death (and life) in Venice”. In Ead., Ecocriticism and Italy: Ecology, resistance, and liberation. Bloomsbury.

			Kent, R. (2022). “Ethnobotany on the table: Revolutionary reimagination at Venice’s Tocia”. Italysegreta.com, 22 November. read resource

			López, A.A. (2023). “Saint Mark’s Square as contested political space: Protesting cruise tourism in Venice”. In Cheer, J.M., Hayward, P. & Prince, S. (eds.), Islandscapes and tourism: An anthology (pp. 101–124). CABI.

			National Library of Russia (n.d.). “Venice then and now: 1600th anniversary of the city”. NLR Online Exhibitions. read resource

			Scarpa, T. (2009). Venice is a fish: A cultural guide (excerpts). Serpent’s Tail.

			Settis, S. (2016). If Venice dies (excerpts). New Vessel Press.


			Film

			Banglavenice (2022). Directed by E. Confortin. see resource

			Lagunaria (2022). Directed by G. Pellegrini. see resource
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			Course description

			We live in the Anthropocene. Every day, we hear or see news on global warming and climate change reported by newspapers, television, internet news sites, etc. Hard scientific data clearly show the deteriorating situation caused by greenhouse gases. In our everyday life, too, we are increasingly aware of the concrete effects of global warming. Yet, for many people, the Anthropocene remains an abstract idea. It is not always easy to make connection between the number (e.g., the global temperature rise of 2 degrees Celsius) and its real-world implications (a devastating impact on hundreds of millions of people all over the world). While we can clearly explain what is occurring by providing scientific data and information, rational discourse is not always sufficiently persuasive because of dissociation between knowing facts and understanding what they mean to us as existential beings. This is why we need to actively make use of our imagination to get what global warming entails for us and the future generation.

			To exercise our imagination, we cannot remain passive but actively train the faculty for it. It is here that cinema comes into the picture. Cinema can play a powerful mediating role in our imagining of the Anthropocene by providing concrete narratives, characters, thematic motifs, visual representations, and sometimes spectacles. Even blockbuster entertainment movies can potentially be a form of thought experiment. While the fact remains that they are image-commodities produced for making a

			profit, the blockbusters often respond to the unconscious social anxieties, desires, and concerns in the form of a narrative spectacle. Although there is no cinema of the Anthropocene as a clearly defined genre, there are many films where the problems of the Anthropocene (e.g., global warming, climate change, environmental pollution and destruction, the weaponization of natural resources) are centrally featured, not always but often as images of apocalypse.

			In this course, we will read critical works in the environmental humanities and look at various examples of Anthropocene films, which may show natural and ecological disasters, the consequences of radioactive fallout, the end of the world, and posthuman imageries. Throughout the semester, we will try to form a constructive relationship between the humanistic theories of the Anthropocene and the close analyses of concrete films without reducing either of them to a convenient illustration of the other.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			By finishing this course successfully, students will be able to discuss what the Anthropocene is, how it started, and why it has become one of the most critical issues we are now facing regardless of where we live on earth. In addition, they will begin to see many popular movies and art films from a new perspective of the Anthropocene.

			Their knowledge of the films examined in the course will in turn help them think about the problem of the Anthropocene more concretely. Based on what they learn in this course, students can take more advanced courses in the environmental humanities in the subsequent semesters.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Combination of lectures and discussion. There will be a weekly reading assignment. Students will be asked to give at least one class presentation on the assigned reading and/or film.

					
			



			Assessment

			The following is the percentage of the overall grade assigned to each evaluation:

			_ A (10–25%)

			_ B (25–40%)

			_ C (25–40%)

			_ D (5–10%)

			_ F (0–5%)

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Bonneuil, C. & Fressoz, J.-B. (2017). The shock of the Anthropocene: The Earth, history and us. Verso.

			Brereton, P. (2016). Environmental ethics and film. Routledge.

			Buell, L. (2005). The future of environmental criticism: Environmental crisis and literary imagination. Blackwell.

			Chakrabarty, D. (2009). “The climate of history: Four theses”. Critical Inquiry, 35, pp. 197–222.

			Cubitt, S. (2016). Finite media: Environmental implications of digital technologies. Duke University Press.

			Ellis, E.C. (2018). Anthropocene: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.

			Fay, J. (2018). Inhospitable world: Cinema in the time of the Anthropocene. Oxford University Press.

			Marran, C.L. (2017). Ecology without culture: Aesthetics for a toxic world. University of Minnesota Press.

			Nixon, R. (2011). Slow violence and the environmentalism of the poor. Harvard University Press.

			

 	
			
 			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development – S2610
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			Course description

			The course is aimed at providing basic knowledge about global governancedecision-making processes, institutions and core topics. The courseisdividedin two parts. The first part is devoted to an introduction to global politicsandglobal decision-making which will allow the students to better understandglobal political affairs and global policies. The second part of thecourseisdevoted more specifically to the international organizations and factors involved in global governance and the policies and means through whichthey(tryto)influence national decisionmakers.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ 40% oral presentations or written assignments

			_ 60% written exam


			


					
			
			Syllabus


			Week 1. Understanding global governance and politics

			
			Readings

			Castells, M. (2005). “Global Governance and Global Politics”. PS: Political Science & Politics, 38(1), pp. 9–16.

			Wullwuber, J. (2018). “Constructing Hegemony in Global Politics. A Discourse – Theoretical Approach to Policy Analysis”. Administrative Theory & Praxis, 41(2), pp. 148–167.

			


			Week 2. Understanding global decision-making: Globalization vs. Europeanization?

			
			Readings

			Graziano, P. (2003). “Europeanization or Globalization? A Framework for Empirical Research (With Some Evidence from the Italian Case)”. Global Social Policy, 3(2), pp. 173–184.

			Ladi, S. (2006). “Globalization and Europeanization: Analyzing Change”. IBEI Working Papers, 4.

			


			Week 3. The global policy cycle and policy design

			
			Readings

			Daviter, F. (2019). “Policy Analysis in the Face of Complexity: What Kind of Knowledge to Tackle Wicked Problems?”. Public Policy and Administration, 34(1), pp. 62–82.

			Howlett, M. (2017). “The Criteria for Effective Policy Design: Character and Context in Policy Instrument Choice”. Journal of Asian Public Policy, 11(3), pp. 245–266.

			Van Buuren, A. et al. (2020). “Improving Public Policy and Administration: Exploring the Potential of Design”. Policy and Politics: An International Journal, 48(1), pp. 3–19.

			


			Week 4. Global agenda setting and policy formulation

			
			Readings

			Gneiting, U. (2016). “From Global Agenda-Setting to Domestic Implementation: Successes and Challenges of the Global Health Network on Tobacco Control”. Health Policy Plan, 31(Suppl. 1), pp. 74–86.

			Guo, L. & Vargo, C.J. (2017). “Global Intermedia Agenda Setting: A Big Data Analysis of International News Flow”. Journal of Communication, 67(4), pp. 499–520.

			


			Week 5. Global policy adoption and policy implementation

			
			Readings

			Croese, S. et al. (2021). “Bringing the Global to the Local: The Challenges of Multilevel Governance for Global Policy Implementation in Africa”. International Journal of Urban Sustainable Development, 13(3), pp. 435–447.

			Jeddi Yeganeh, A., McCoy, A.P. & Schenk, T. (2020). “Determinants of Climate Change Policy Adoption: A Meta-Analysis”. Urban Climate, 31.

			


			Week 6. Participation to VIU workshop


			Week 7. Global policy evaluation

			
			Readings

			DeGroff, A. & Cargo, M. (2009). “Policy Implementation: Implications for Evaluation”. New Directions for Evaluation, 124, pp. 47–60.

			Schoenefeld, J. & Jordan, A. (2017). “Governing Policy Evaluation? Towards a New Typology”. Evaluation, 23(3), pp. 274–293.

			


			Weeks 8–10. International Organizations

			
			Readings

			Barnett, M.N. & Finnemore, M. (1999). “The Politics, Power, and Pathologies of International Organizations”. International Organization, 53(4), pp. 699–732.

			Clark, R. & Dolan, L.R. (2021). “Pleasing the Principal: U.S. Influence in World Bank Policymaking”. American Journal of Political Science, 65(1), pp. 36–51.

			Lee, S.-H. & Woo, B. (2020). “IMF = I’M Fired! IMF Program Participation, Political Systems, and Workers’ Rights”. Political Studies, 69(3), pp. 514–537.

			Putnam, R.D. (1988). “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games”. International Organization, 42(3), pp. 427–460.

			Silva, V. (2021). “The ILO and the Future of Work: The Politics of Global Labour Policy”. Global Social Policy, 22(2), pp. 341–358.

			


			Week 11. The European Union

			
			Readings

			Bengtsson, L. & Elgstrom, O. (2012). “Conflicting Role Conceptions? The European Union in Global Politics”. Foreign Policy Analysis, 8, pp. 93-108.

			Bouris, D., Fisher-Onar, N. & Huber, D.V. (2025). “Towards Allyship in Diversity? Critical Perspectives on the European Union’s Global Role”. Journal of Common Market Studies, 63(5), pp. 1393–1419.

			


			Week 12. Students’ Presentations
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 			Gender Studies: Gender Across the Life Cycle in Italy – S2606
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			Course description

			This course uses an anthropological lens to explore how gender is culturally constructed and renegotiated across different life stages in Italy. The course examines how traditional notions of femininity and masculinity, the family, childhood, adolescence, adulthood and old age have evolved due to socio-economic shifts, political changes, and broader global influences. Through readings and discussions of ethnographic case studies, students will learn to analyze how intersecting factors like regional identity, class, and religion shape the lived experiences of Italians throughout their lives. The course uses an interdisciplinary approach, incorporating scholarly articles, films, and ethnographic studies.

			Course format: Seminar-style with lectures, guest speakers, films, and experiential learning activities.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Outline major social and cultural changes in Italy since World War II that have influenced gender roles.

			_ Analyze how gender is shaped by socio-cultural, political, and economic factors across different life stages, from childhood to old age.

			_ Interpret key anthropological concepts such as kinship, gender performance, and social reproduction within the Italian context.

			_ Critically assess ethnographic texts and other media (films, documentaries) to understand the diversity of Italian gender attitudes.

			_ Apply an intersectional perspective to analyze how gender interacts with class, regional identity, and migration in Italy.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Class participation (10%) and preparation of class discussion questions for one weekly topic (10% Active engagement in seminar discussions is crucial for exploring course topics.

			_ Ethnographic journal (25%): Students will keep a weekly journal reflecting on course readings and media, connecting themes to observations of gender dynamics in everyday life or media representations.

			_ A short paper (approx. 5 pp.) on a life cycle ritual of your choice (25%): for example, baptism, weddings, first communion, confirmation, diciottesimo (18th birthday), funerals. Describe traditional rituals and their recent transformations (e.g., the trend away from burials and toward cremation).

			_ Final project (approx. 8 pp.): A research-based final project on a specific topic related to gender and the life cycle in Italy (30%). This can take the form of a traditional research paper or a creative/ethnographic project (e.g., a mini documentary, a photographic essay).

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1: Gender and the family in contemporary Italian culture and society through the lens of anthropology
	
			
			Readings

			Ben-Yehoyada, N., Cabot, H. & Silverstein, P. (2020). “Introduction: Remapping Mediterranean Anthropology”. In Ben-Yehoyada, N. & Silverstein, P., The Mediterranean Redux: Ethnography, Theory, Politics. Routledge.

			Filippucci, P. (1996). “Anthropological Perspectives on Culture”. In Forgacs, D. & Lumley, R. (eds.), Italian Cultural Studies: An Introduction. Oxford U. Press, pp. 52–72.

			Heywood, P. (ed.) (2025). “Introduction”. In New Anthropologies of Italy: Politics, History and Culture. Berghahn Books. (Chapters on migration and its impact on gender and family.)

			Viazzo, P. (2017). “Anthropology and Ethnology in Italy: Historical Development, Current Orientations, and Problems of Recognition”. In Barrera-González, A., Heintz, M. & Horolets, A. (eds.), European Anthropologies. Oxford U. Press.

			


			Week 2: Empty cradles: contraception, very low fertility and the demographic crisis

			
			Readings

			Kara, G. (2007). “De-Constructing ‘Choice’: The Social Imperative and Women’s Use of the Birth Control Pill”. Culture, Sexuality & Choice, 9(1), pp. 43–54.

			Krause, E. (2004). Chapter 1, “Population Politics, Cultural Struggles”; Chapter 6, “Gendered Myths, Gendered Strife”. In A Crisis of Births: Population Politics and Family Making in Italy. Wadsworth.

			Schneider, J. (1991). “Sex and Respectability in an Age of Fertility Decline: A Sicilian Case Study”. Social Science and Medicine, 33(8), pp. 885–895.

			


			Week 3: Making families: childbirth, motherhood and fatherhood

			
			Readings

			Hayes, S. (1998). Chapter 1, “Why Can’t a Mother Be More Like a Businessman?”; Chapter 5, “Intensive Mothering: Women’s Work on Behalf of the Sacred Child”. In The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood. Yale University Press.

			Lombardi, L. et al. (2015). “Reproductive Technologies and ‘Social Infertility’ in Italy: Gender Policy and Inequality”. In Kantsa, V., Zanini, G. & Papadopoulou, L. (eds.), (In)Fertile Citizens: Anthropological and Legal Challenges of Assised Reproductive Technologies. (In)FERCIT, pp. 117–130.

			Spina, E. (2023). “The Several Faces of the Medicalization of Birth: Italy and its Peculiarities”. Frontiers in Sociology, 8, pp. 1–13.

			


			Week 4: Women’s work and childcare
	
			
			Readings

			Buscemi, F. (2014). “Television as a Trattoria: Constructing the Woman in the Kitchen on Italian Food Shows”. European Journal of Communication, 29(3), pp. 304–318.

			Parreñas, R. (2000). “Migrant Filipina Domestic Workers and the International Division of Reproductive Labor”. Gender & Society, 14(4), pp. 560–580.

			Ruspini, E. (2025). “Role and Perceptions of Women in Perceptions of Women in Contemporary Italy”. In Mammone, A. et al., The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Italy: History, Politics, Society. Routledge.

			Sarti, R. (2010). “Who Cares for Me? Grandparents, Nannies and Babysitters Caring for Children in Contemporary Italy”. Paedagogica Historica, 46(6), pp. 789–902.

				
			



			Film

			Chain of Love. Directed by Marije Meerman. New York: Icarus Films, 2001.

			Ehtnographic on Filipina Childcare Workers in Italy.

			


			Week 5: Gendered socialization: childhood and youth

			
			Readings

			Formato, F. (2019). Gender, Discourse and Ideology in Italian. Springer.

			Mauriello, M. (2022). An Anthropology of Gender Variance and Trans Experience in Naples: Beauty in Transit. Palgrave.

			Ruspini, E. (2012). “Girls, Boys, Money: Economic Socialization, Gender and Generations in Italy”. International Review of Sociology, 22(3), pp. 514–529.

			Silva, R. et al. (2024). “Everything changes but nothing changes: gender stereotypes in the Italian population”. Archives of Women’s Mental Health, 27(4), pp. 1–9.

			


			Week 6: Between adolescent and adulthood: waithood in Italy

			
			Readings

			Argentin, G. (2015). “New Generation at a Crossroads: Decline or Change? Young People in Italy and Their Transformation Since the Nineties”. In Mammone, A. et al., The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Italy: History, Politics, Society. Routledge.

			Ginsborg, P. (2001). “Families and Consumption”. In Italy and Its Discontents: Family, Civil Society, State 1980–2001. Palgrave, pp. 68–93.

			Saraceno, C. (2014). “Being Young in Italy: The Paradoxes of a Familistic Society”. The European Journal of Social Quality, 2(2), pp. 120–132.

			Tintori, G. & Colucci, M. (2015). “From Manpower to Brain Drain? Emigration and the Italian State, Between Past and Present”. In Mammone, A. et al., The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Italy: History, Politics, Society. Routledge.

			


			Week 7: Women and men at work and in the family. Discuss your research projects and applying anthropological methods

			
			Readings

			Bosoni, M. et al. (2016). “Between Change and Continuity: Fathers and Work-Life Balance in Italy”. In Ruspini, E. & Crespi, I., Balancing Work and Family in a Changing Society: The Fathers’ Perspective. Palgrave.

			Russell, B.H. (2018). Research Methods in Anthropology. Rowman & Littlefield, 6th edition. (Chapters 8 and 11.)

			Counihan, C.M. (2004). “Commensality, Family and Community”. In Around the Tuscan Table: Food, Family and Gender in Twentieth Century Florence. Routledge, pp. 117–138.

			Pandolfini, V. (2014). “Families, Care and Work in European Mediterranean Countries: Findings and Lessons from a Comparative Analysis of Work-Life Balance Policies”. Italian Sociological Review, 4, pp. 93–116.

			


			Week 8: Fatherhood and masculinity

			
			Readings

			Bosoni, M. (2014). “‘Breadwinners’ or Involved Fathers? Men, Fathers and Work in Italy”. Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 45(2), p. 293.

			Cannito, M. (2019). “Beyond ‘Traditional’ and ‘New’: An Attempt of Redefinition of Contemporary Fatherhoods through Discursive Practices and Practices of Care”. Men and Masculinities, 23(3-4), pp. 661–679.

			Ruspini, E. & Crespi, I. (2016). Balancing Work and Family in a Changing Society: The Fathers’ Perspective. Palgrave.

			


			Week 9: Reproduction, politics and family law

			
			Readings

			Bracke, M. (2017). “Feminism, the State, and the Centrality of Reproduction: Abortion Struggles in Italy”. Social History, 42(4).

			Hanafin, P. (2013). “Law, Biopolitics and Reproductive Citizenship: The Case of Assisted Reproduction in Italy”. Tecnoscienza – Italian Journal of Science & Technology Studies, 4(1), pp. 45–67.

			Marchesi, M. (2012). “Reproducing Italians: Contested Biopolitics in the Age of ‘Replacement Anxiety’”. Anthropology & Medicine, 19(2).

			


			Week 10: Migration, citizenship and national identity

			
			Readings

			Heywood, P. (ed.) (2025). “Introduction”. In New Anthropologies of Italy: Politics, History and Culture. Berghahn Books. (Chapters on migration and its impact on gender and family.)

			Lombardi-Diop, C. & Romeo, C. (2012). Postcolonial Italy: Challenging National Homogeneity. Palgrave. (Chapters 1-2.)

			


			Week 11: Aging in Italy and caring for elders

			
			Readings

			Da Roit, B. et al. (2007). “Changing Intergenerational Solidarities within Families in a Mediterranean Welfare State: Elderly Care in Italy”. Current Sociology, 55(2).

			Di Rosa, M. et al. (2012). “The Impact of Migrant Work in the Elder Care Sector: Recent Trends and Empirical Evidence in Italy”. European Journal of Social Work, 15(1), pp. 9–27.

			Lyon, D. (2006). “Organization of Care Work in Italy: Gender and Migrant Labor in the New Economy”. Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, 13, pp. 207–224.

			


			Week 12: Presentations of research projects and course conclusion

			
			Final Presentations: students present the findings from their class projects to the class.

			Review of the course and a final discussion on how gender norms in Italy are continuing to evolve in the 21st century.
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			Film

			Chain of Love. Directed by Marije Meerman. New York: Icarus Films, 2001.

			

 	
 			Office Hours & Contacts


 			Corridor 2: Ground floor, next to Globalization Program main office

			MacLab: 1st floor, Library Area N.B. Your VIUcard is required to access

			Corridor 7: Ground floor, next to the stairs to the library and MacLab

			Corridor 6: 1st floor, before the classrooms (9A/9B/9C/9D)

			Corridor 5: 1st floor, access from the stairs halfway in the corridor leading from the main entrance to the cafeteria

	
			



			Shaul Bassi

			bassi@unive.it

			Office: 6-I

			+39 041 2719 574

			Tuesday

			4.30–6.30 pm


			



			Mattia Bertin

			mattia.bertin@iuav.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			By appointment


			



			Massimo Brunzin

			brunzin@istitutovenezia.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Monday and Tuesday

			12.20–1.20 pm


			



			Roberto Dainotto

			dainotto@duke.edu

			Office: 7-Q

			+39 041 2719 531

			Thursday

			2.30–4.30 pm


			



			Carlo Federico Dall’Omo

			cfdallomo@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Carola Drago

			caroladrago.cd@gmail.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Monday and Tuesday

			12.20–1.20 pm


			



			Eugenia Georges

			nia@rice.edu

			Office: 7-R

			+39 041 2719 518

			Thursday

			2.30–4.30 pm

				
			



			Paolo Graziano

			paolo.graziano@unipd.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			Tuesday

			1.50–2.50 pm (Zoom on demand)


			


		
			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			natalia.marzia.gusmerotti@uniroma2.it

			Office: 6-I

			+39 041 2719 574

			By appointment


			



			Randall Lesaffer

			randall.lesaffer@kuleuven.be

			Office: 5-O

			+39 041 2719 573

			Monday and Wednesday

			1.45–2.45 pm


			



			Paolo Moro

			paolo.moro@unipd.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Francesco Musco

			francesco.musco@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Giovanna Muzzi

			gmuzzi@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			Monday

			2.30–4.30 pm

		
			



			Fabrizio Nevola

			f.nevola@exeter.ac.uk

			Office: 7-T

			+39 041 2719 534

			Tuesday and Thursday

			4.30–5.30 pm


			



			Michela Pace

			mpace@iuav.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			By appointment


		
			



			Luca Pes

			luca.pes@univiu.org

			Office: 2-B

			+39 041 2719 535

			By appointment


			



			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			hmschmann@lrz.uni-muenchen.de

			Office: 7-P

			+39 041 2719 575

			Monday

			1–3 pm


			



			Paolo Sommaggio

			paolo.sommaggio@unipd.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Maria Chiara Tosi

			mnrtso@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			Monday

			2.30–4.30 pm


			



			Valeria Vasilyeva

			leravasilyeva11@gmail.com

			Office: 7-C

			+39 041 2719 553

			Thursday

			10.30 am – 12.30 pm


			



			Laura Ventruto

			lauraventruto@yahoo.it

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Monday and Tuesday

			12.20–1.20 pm


			



			Gretchen Walters

			Gretchen.walters@unil.ch

			Office: 7-S

			+39 041 2719 521

			By appointment


			



			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			yoshi15@waseda.jp

			Office: 7-U

			+39 041 2719 533

			Monday and Wednesday

			10.45–11.45 am

 	
 			
 			History of Venice – S2601

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description

			Various things make Venice a place of interest: the fact that it was built on waters and marshy lands; the way its inhabitants shaped the Lagoon and managed the environment; the relationship with Byzantium and the East; the way it became the capital of a merchant empire; its role as a center of the printing industry, art production and Humanism; its development into a city of pleasure; the sudden loss of independence; the 19th Century cultural myth of its death; its rebirth with the Risorgimento of Italy; the creation of a new urban order, from the industrial port of Marghera to the beach resort at the Lido; the great social transformation of the 1950s-1970s, which produced a crisis of Greater Venice; the development into a “theme-park”; the way the city still presents an alternative notion of urban space.

			The course covers all of these themes through wide use of multimedia sources (images, videos, music), attempting to provide a broad introduction to ways to look at the history of this place. Its structure will not be chronological, but thematic. The main focus will be on the relationship between the environmental setting, morphology of the city, social life, political institutions. Students will be exposed to an idea of history as social construction.

			The course will involve site visits (Ghetto, Ducal Palace, MoSE and Industrial Port).

			Students are expected to contribute to class, through two short oral presentations, which can take the form of either an article review or research report, and a final research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Topics can range from Literature to Economics, from Law to Cinema. Past themes have included: Venice and the Fourth Crusade, Venetian Courtesans, Marco Polo, The Bostonians in Venice, Contemporary Arts in Venice, Venice and Mass Tourism, Contemporary Environmental Policies. Students will also be asked to act as discussants after one of the presentations by their peers. 

			In the presentations, group work mixing nationalities will be encouraged. Research papers must include bibliographical references and notes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance and in-class participation

			_ 10% discussion of one of the oral presentations by peers

			_ 20% first oral presentation in class

			_ 20% second oral presentation in class

			_ 40% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Part One (Week 1-4)

			
			The Urban Form – A City Built on Water, Machine for Living

			
			


			
			1) Venice’s global image, stereotypes and replicas; Venice as a machine for living; history of cisterns; city setting (brackish water and muds); 

			2) ancient legendary narratives of foundation (Attila and 421); 

			3) modern historiographic narratives (Maritime Venice, Rivo Altus, Lombards and Byzantines); 

			4) more recent environmental narratives (arm wrestle between rivers and sea, Eraclea and Metamaucum, invention of the Lagoon); 

			5) building the city (maps, toponyms, songs); 

			6) urban maintenance and preservation (including: the city as work of art in progress)

			

			
			Part Two (Week 5-8)

			
			Venice and Modernity – A City which Lived Violent Industrialization and Extreme “Post-Modern” Processes

			
			


			
			1) industrialization, futurism and port Marghera; 

			2) greater Venice, de-industrialization, green tree strategy; 

			3) high tide of 1966 and the rediscovery of the Lagoon; 

			4) sustainable Venice, climate change and MoSE (the mobile dams to protect Venice from the rising sea level); 

			5) privatization and liberalization, “Veniceland”, the tourist boom and its effects, residents’ resistance;

			6) international institutions (Biennale etc.), opportunities of Venice as a cosmopolitan city, capital of handcrafts and contemporary art

			

			
			Part Three (Week 9-12)

			
			Historical Heritage – A Merchant Aristocratic Republic

			
			


			
			1) rise of Venetian trade and power (726-1204 the complex relation with Byzantium, from the first acclaimed doge to the fourth crusade); 

			2) expansion (1204-1453 rivalry with Genoese and Ottomans in the Mediterranean, conquest of the Terraferma); 

			3) “decline” (1453-1797 myths and realities, end of expansion in Terraferma, Ottoman take overs in the Mediterranean, Venetian pacifist diplomacy, plagues, conservatism, end of the Republic of Venice); 

			4) political system, carnival in Ancient Venice; 

			5) welfare, Church/State relations; 

			6) death and Risorgimento of Venice (French, Austrian dominations, 1848 revolution)

			

			


			



			
			Bibliography

			Bevilacqua, P. (2009). Venice and the Water: A Model for Our Planet. Polar Bear & Co. (126 pages). A quick overview of the environmental practices in the history of the city, which anticipated contemporary “sustainability” and are assumed by the author as positive examples to address today’s global challenges. Bevilacqua is an Italian Social and Environmental Historian.

			Bosworth, R. (2014). Italian Venice: A History. Yale University Press (329 pages). The history of Venice from the annexation to the present, told by an Australian political historian (famous for his works on Italian Fascism) from the University of Oxford. A more recent book, which roots narrative in visible elements of the urban environment (monuments, buildings, places), aware of Italian Historiographical works.

			Crouzet Pavan, E. (2005). Venice Triumphant: The Horizons of a Myth. The Johns Hopkins University Press. Top French scholar on Medieval Venice deconstructs myths and tells the history of the city and the Republic before 1797, paying attention also to urban daily life and the relationship with water: excellent book.

			Ferraro, J.M. (2012). Venice: History of the Floating City. Cambridge University Press (214 pages). More recent overview of the History of Venice as a city and a State, assuming postmodern approaches: the construction and evolution of identities; the multiculturalism of material life; social hierarchy; and gender as a cultural construction – by an American Historian.

			Gianighian, G. & Pavanini, P. (2010). Venice: The Basics. Gambier Keller (80 pages). Introduction to urban Venice as a built environment by two Venetian architectural historians (Gianighian was professor of restoration at IUAV and at Shanghai Jiao Tong University and taught a course on UNESCO World Heritage Sites at VIU for several years).

			Lane, F. (1973). Venice: A Maritime Republic. The Johns Hopkins University Press. The classic textbook on the History of Venice, which keeps being reprinted. Lane has been the most outstanding US economic and social historian on Venice (esp. Renaissance): very reliable and clear.

			Ortalli, G. & Scarabello, G. (1999). A Short History of Venice. Pacini Editore (126 pages). The best very brief and reliable chronological synthesis of Venice as a city-State and power, widely available, by two scholars of Ca’ Foscari University.

			Plant, M. (2003). Venice: Fragile City 1797-1997. Yale University Press (424 pages). This illustrated book encompasses politics, culture and architecture of the city after the fall of the Republic, using also Italian scholarly research. The author is Professor Emeritus in Art History in Melbourne, Australia.

			We Are Here Venice (WAHV) (2020). Whose City Is It Anyway?. WAHV (43 pages). Rigorous analysis of the present situation of Venice in terms of Housing, Employment and Services under the pressure of over tourism. WAHV is a Third Sector Organisation (TSO), dedicated to the conservation of Venice as a living city, founded in 2015. see resource

			

 	
  		Intensive Seminars

  		2nd Semester of AY 2025–26 (Spring 2026)


  		



		
			
					Title
					Dates
					Activity
					Coordinating Professor/Director
			

			
					Philosophy and Psychology of Probability
					February
23–27
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Stephan Hartmann
Department of Mathematical Philosophy, LMU
			

			
					Redemption, Lie, and Literature: Apokatastasis and the Seduction of Rhetoric
					April
20–24
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Barbara Vinken
Department of Roman Philology, LMU
			

			
					Venice, Byzantium and the Hellenic World: Exchange and Mutual Perception from the Early Middle Ages into the 19th Century
					May
11–16
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Franz Alto Bauer
Department of Late Antiquity and Byzantine Art History, LMU
			

			
					Water Cities: Environmental Histories of New Orleans and Venice
					May
18–22
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Christof Mauch
Department of Environmental History, Rachel Carson Center, LMU
			

			
					Fundamental Rights in Europe and Germany and Private Law
					May
25–27
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Johannes Hager
Department of Legal Studies, LMU
			

		


		
		
		
 	
			
 			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – S2604

					
			



			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter

			


			


			
			Course description

			The Italian city is the crucible for creativity that forged the Renaissance. To this day, Italy is defined by sharp contrasts and distinctions between cities and regions. Local pride and identity is wrapped up in these distinctions and even has a name, campanilismo – pride in your belltower, your place. Taking Venice as its focus, this course looks at the period (c. 1400–1580) in which the cultural variety of Italian cities really took form and came to be expressed in visual and verbal terms.

			The poet and scholar Francesco Petrarca described Venice as mundus alter (another world), and there is little doubt that the city’s unique character was expressed visually through art and architecture. Venice forms the central case study for this course. We will also explore through comparison to such centres as Florence, Siena and Rome how the Serenissima’s distinctive character was forged through contrast to and assimilation of innovations in urban form, architecture, paintings and ritual events that combine to shape identities of place. With a focus on architecture and urbanism, the course explores how through the Renaissance period diverse traditions – from the Byzantine East, from classical and humanist Rome, but also innovations developed in Florence – contributed to the city’s artistic development.

			Throughout the course painting and sculpture will be analyzed through context, with consideration to civic, religious, domestic and public space. The structure is thematic, as opposed to chronological, in part to make the material more accessible to a wider range of students, although the focus remains the history of art and architecture of this remarkable city.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the art and architectural history of Renaissance Italian cities, and Venice in particular.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the concepts of urban/cultural identity and choices.

			_ Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the key recent debates and issues that underlie the study of Italian Renaissance urban culture.

			_ Demonstrate familiarity with the history of various forms of cultural expression in the context of Renaissance Venice.

			_ Recognize and operate basic art-historical terminology and concepts.

			_ Detailed knowledge of the places, buildings and artworks examined in class.

			_ Ability to produce and present a research paper involving visual analysis, reading of scholarly publications, and critical thinking.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Lectures are structured around illustrated presentations, for which students are assigned weekly reading tasks.

			Site visits include small group presentations.

			Students are expected to take part in class discussion on themed topics and will produce both individual and group research work.

			Site visits are integral to this course and will include Piazza San Marco, the churches of San Zaccaria, Santa Maria dei Miracoli and San Giorgio Maggiore, Ca’ d’Oro, the Scuola di San Giorgio degli Schiavoni, Scuola Grande di San Marco, and the Gallerie dell’Accademia, and guided walks to selected parts of the city.

					
			



			Assessment

			The course will be delivered through a combination of lectures and site visits.

			Site visits should be understood to be classes “on location” and are not optional. A number will include small group presentations.

			Students are expected to take part in class discussion on themed topics and will produce both individual and group research work.

			Listed under “syllabus” are the main themes for each week. As there are two classes per week, the structure for classes will be:

			Class 1: There is one lecture each week, which will have a relatively open and interactive format, intended to respond to queries and issues as we go along. The final 30 minutes will be a structured discussion based on one assigned reading.

			Class 2: There are 10 site visit classes; again, a brief reading will be required as preparation. 5 of these classes include small group presentations on case examples related to class themes. One co-curricular visit is included in the course delivery.

			In addition to class contribution, each student will agree (in discussion with the professor) a research topic for the final research paper. A formative piece of work is produced in the week following the reading week to define this topic.

					
			



			The final grade will be based on:

			_ Attendance, contribution to discussions and the course activities (20%).

			_ In class group presentation, with short individual written submission (feedback provided; 30%).

			_ Final research paper (the Campo exercise): short class presentation during the exam week and written version to be handed in the week before (50%).

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1. Renaissance and Renaissances in Italy: ideal cities?

			Visit: San Marco, church and museum

					
			



			Week 2. Mundus alter. Local identity and the fashioning of urban image

			Visit: Museo Correr

				
			



			Week 3. Civic and collective identities

			Visit: piazza San Marco

					
			



			Week 4. Commercial vocations: mobility and trade

			Visit: Rialto and Grand Canal

					
			



			Week 5. Urban armature: infrastructure and urban form

			Visit: Arsenale

					
			



			Week 6. Neighbourhood and community: parish churches

			Visit: San Zaccaria and San Giorgio degli Schiavoni

					
			



			Week 7. Private identity and the urban élite: palaces and the Grand Canal

			Visit: Ca’ d’Oro and San Giovani Crisostomo

					
			



			Week 8. Guilds, charity and poor relief: institutional and collective duty

			Visit: Santa Maria dei Miracoli and Scuola Grande di San Marco

					
			



			Week 9. Outsiders, mobility and assimilation

			Visit: Accademia

					
			



			Week 10. Venice reborn: Sansovino and Roman classicism

			Visit: the Ghetto

					
			



			Week 11. Andrea Palladio and a new architecture

			Visit: Churches of il Redentore and San Giorgio Maggiore

					
			



			Week 12. Renaissance Reloaded: rethinking the city today through politics, entertainment and tourism

			Additional visit (co-curricular): Palladio in the Veneto: villa Malcontenta, Villa Emo at Fanzolo and/or Villa Barbaro at Maser.

			Option to join day trip to Ravenna.

			

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Ackerman, J. (1966). Palladio. Penguin, chapter 2, “Villas”, pp. 36–80. view pdf

			Burke, P. (2013). The Italian Renaissance: Culture and society in Italy. Polity.

			Fortini Brown, P. (1997). Art and life in Renaissance Venice. Harry N. Abrams.

			Howard, D. (2002). The architectural history of Venice. Yale University Press.

			Nichols, T. (2016). Renaissance art in Venice: From tradition to individualism. Laurence King.

			Welch, E. (1997). Art and society in Italy, 1350–1500. Oxford University Press.

			

 	
 			
 			Ecology and Technology as challenges of Ethics – S2625

					
			



			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			

					
			


			Course description

			In the nineteen seventies started the ethical discussion about a changing ethical horizon, which the increasing development of the technological world was producing. It was one aspect of a new general interest in ethics after more than 150 years of preferring violence than morals. On the one side the ideologies couldn’t anymore hide their failure. On the other side a lot of problems of the technological world seemed to need also ethical and moral answers. For example for a lot of thinkers the ecological crisis cannot be solved only by technological methods. In spite it needs an ascetic answer, that means an ethical answer, which includes in the ethical sphere also the nature and environmental problems. So Hans Jonas wrote in 1979 the first ecological ethics. The imperative of responsibility – a new kind of ethics involved by Max Weber – since is dominating the ethical discussions about the technological society. Since the debate on changing of the climate especially Bruno Latour demands urgently an ecological understanding of democracy. Ulrich Beck developed the concept of a world risk society. Also the technological world of computing, internet and Artificial Intelligence has completely changed daily life and it is producing a lot of new especially political risk. These developments need an ethical answer on the individual side and from the political sphere.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			The seminar shall give information about the technological challenge and shall give an introduction into the ecological ethics and the ethics of the technological world. Naturally it is necessary to have also a look on the history of ethics and the philosophy of technology.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			No prior knowledge required: Basic course for students of all faculties.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Discourse, Statement, Lecture of the students, Reading an Analysing Texts in the Seminar together, Discussion.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Presentation 50%

			_ Final written exam at the end 50%

			_ No midterm exam

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Arendt, H. (1958). The human condition. University of Chicago Press.

			Beauchamp, T.L. & Childress, J.F. (2008). Principles of biomedical ethics (6th ed.). Oxford University Press.

			Beck, U. (1998). World risk society. Polity Press.

			Benjamin, W. (1968). “The work of art in the age of mechanical reproduction”. In Id., Illuminations. Fontana.

			Butler, J. (1990). Gender trouble: Feminism and the subversion of identity. Routledge.

			Foucault, M. (1990). The use of pleasure. Vintage Books.

			Fukuyama, F. (2002). Our posthuman future: Consequences of the biotechnology revolution. Picador.

			Harari, Y.N. (2016). Homo Deus: A brief history of tomorrow. Vintage.

			Hegel, G.W.F. (2001). The philosophy of right. Batoche Books.

			Heidegger, M. (1977). “The question concerning technology. In Krell, D.F. (ed.), Basic writings. Harper & Row.

			Horkheimer, M. & Adorno, T.W. (2002 [1947]). Dialectic of Enlightenment. Stanford University Press.

			Illich, I. (1976). The limits of medicine. Marion Boyars.

			Illouz, E. (2007). Cold intimacies: The making of emotional capitalism. Polity Press.

			— (2008). Saving the modern soul: Therapy, emotions, and the culture of self-help. University of California Press.

			Jonas, H. (1984). The imperative of responsibility: In search of an ethics for the technological age. University of Chicago Press.

			Latour, B. (2017). Down to earth: Politics in the new climatic regime. Polity Press.

			Lyotard, J.-F. (1984). The postmodern condition: A report on knowledge. University of Minnesota Press.

			Marx, K. & Engels, F. (1969). “Manifesto of the Communist Party”. In Iid., Marx/Engels selected works (Vol. 1). Progress Publishers.

			McAfee, A. (2019). More from less: The surprising story of how we learned to prosper using fewer resources. Scribner.

			Nietzsche, F. (2006). Thus spoke Zarathustra. Cambridge University Press.

			— (2013). On the genealogy of morality. Penguin Classics.

			Sartre, J.-P. (1973). Existentialism is a humanism. Methuen.

			Serres, M. (1995). The natural contract. University of Michigan Press.

			Smil, V. (2022). How the world really works. Viking.

			Vattimo, G. (1994). The transparent society. Johns Hopkins University Press.

			Weber, M. (2011). The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism. Penguin.

			— (2015). Politics as a vocation. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Weizenbaum, J. (1976). Computer power and human reason: From judgment to calculation. W.H. Freeman.

			

 	
			
 			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Guarding the Doors of Hell. Regulating War and Peace and History – S2609

					
			



			Randall Lesaffer

			KU Leuven

			

				
			



			Course description

			Justifying war and securing peace have been major subjects for legal thought and practical regulation since the beginning of recorded history. For most of this vast period, and in most civilizations, the conceptualization and organization of restoring and ensuring peace have been premised on the legal conception of war. As long as war was considered, as it has been for over two millennia in the European tradition, as an instrument for the pursuance of rights, peace could not be construed as legally unbreakable. This approach to war also informed the rules on waging war, which dictate the behavior of belligerents and the level of protection of both combatants and non-combatants during war. As such, concerns about humanity have generally taken second place, not only in practice but also in the theoretical construction of the law, throughout the ages.

			The 20th century has been marked by a veritable revolution in international law with regard to the laws of war- and peacemaking. Between the Covenant of the League of Nations and the Charter of the United Nations, the right to war was first restricted and then overturned by a general prohibition for states to resort to war or to lesser forms of use of force. This revolution was largely concomitant to the rise of humanitarian concerns, which led to the emergence of international humanitarian law. While this was meant to constitute a radical break with the past, both in state practice and legal doctrine, old traditions, ideas, and doctrines persist. This has thrown the law about war and peace, arguably the most significant part of the politico-legal constitution of the world in disarray. The uncertainty has been exacerbated by the rise of internal armed conflicts and the “War on Terror”, leaving the institutions and proponents of a world order and international law badly armed to provide peace and security today. In this context, concerns about international humanitarian law and human rights law have sometimes become double-edged, in that more human forms of warfare serve as platforms to argue for the perpetuity of limited forms of “warfare”.

			This course introduces students to one of the core historical subjects of the normative regulation and organization of international order. It discusses the historical development of the laws and institutions for making war and peace from Antiquity to the present war in Ukraine. It integrates theoretical reflections by legal and political thinkers with the practices of rulers, governments, and diplomats for the justification of war and the making of peace.

			The course covers the Ancient Near East, classical Greece and Rome before moving to the Christian and Islamic world in the Middle Ages. The course gives ample attention to the crucial developments in the Early Modern Age, both with regard to the development of the sovereign state and European colonization and empire-building outside Europa. It then turns to modern international law and imperialism in the nineteenth century. The Covenant and Charter eras are discussed in depth. The course ends with several recent case studies.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students have:

			_ A general understanding of the historical development of major doctrines and institutions about the justification of war, the waging of war, and the making of peace.

			_ An understanding of the current international law and order on these subjects.

			_ An insight into the place of legal norms and institutions in geopolitical decision-making about war and peace.

			_ An insight into the current security challenges for the global order that partially arise from the disorganization of the international legal system.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There is no specific preliminary knowledge about international law or international history required.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Students are expected to read the literature for the week in advance of class and to take note of the subjects they want to see discussed in more depth in class. The lectures make ample use of historical texts, projected on screen, which are analyzed to discover and unearth the most salient points.

					
			



			Assessment

			The evaluation consists of three parts:

			_ Student participation (activity and relevance): 10 % before midterm, 10 % after midterm

			_ Paper (app. 4.000 words): students choose a war or a peace treaty and analyze it with regard to the normative framework applied in their source. Students give a brief ten-minute presentation of the key findings of their paper, followed by a class discussion (40 % of the grade, divided 30/10). Students turn in their papers by 3 May.

			_ Open-book, written exam with 2 essay questions (40 % of the grade). Students receive 4 questions and can choose any 2 to answer.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1: Introduction to the “laws of war and peace” and early beginnings

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 13–38.

			


			Week 2: The Roman legacy

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (in preparation). “Chapter 3: The Greek and Roman World (600 BCE-650 CE)”. In Id. (ed.), Sources to the History of International Law in Europe and the West, only section 2: The Roman conceptions of international law.

			


			Week 3: The medieval just war doctrine

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 45-76

			Lesaffer, R. (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 773-777.

			— (in preparation). “Chapter 5: Late-medieval Europe (1000-1453)”. In Id. (ed.), Sources to the History of International Law in Europe and the West, only introductions to sections 1 and 2.

			


			Week 4: The crusades and the Spanish conquests in America

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (in preparation). “Chapter 5: Late-medieval Europe (1000-1453)”. In Id. (ed.), Sources to the History of International Law in Europe and the West, entire section 3.

			


			Week 5: The classical law of nations (1500-1800)

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2025). “The law of nations in Renaissance Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 3–57). Cambridge University Press.

			— (2025). “The law of nations in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 381–420). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 6: Just and legal war under the classical law of nations

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2021). “The laws of war- and peace-making”. In Lesaffer, R. & Nijman, J.E. (eds.), The Cambridge companion to Hugo Grotius (pp. 433–456). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 7: Peacemaking in early modern Europe

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2025). “Peacemaking in Renaissance Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 232–262). Cambridge University Press.

			— (2025). “Peacemaking in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 581–619). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 8: Aggression under the classical law of nations

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 777–789.

			— (2025). “War and the use of force in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 495–516). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 9: A century of anarchy (1815-1918)?

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 215–249.

			Lesaffer, R. (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 789-798.

			


			Week 10: Towards the jus contra bellum (1899-1940)

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 285–313.

			Lesaffer, R. (2017). Peace through law: The Hague Peace Conferences and the rise of the ius contra bellum. In Abbenhuis, M., Barber, C.E. & Higgins, A.R. (eds.), War, peace and international order? The legacies of the Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907 (pp. 31–51). Routledge.

			— (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 789-808.

			


			Week 11: The Charter Era (1945-present): general use of force law and its development

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 314–356.

			


			Week 12: The Charter Era (1945-present): recent cases

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (forthcoming). A new world order? Peace, war and international law at the end of history (draft chapter).
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			— (2025). “The law of nations in Renaissance Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 3–57). Cambridge University Press.
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			— (2025). “The law of nations in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 381–420). Cambridge University Press.
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			— (2025). “Peacemaking in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 581–619). Cambridge University Press.

			— (ed.) (forthcoming). Sources to the history of international law in Europe and the West.

			— (forthcoming). A new world order? Peace, war and international law at the end of history (draft chapter).

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press.

			

 	
			
 			Extracting Ecological Heritage. The Incredible Rise of Marginal Territories in the Venice Lagoon – S2622

					
			



			Michela Pace

			Mattia Bertin

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			

					
			



			Course description

			The course observes global trends related to the promotion of heritage and its role in the process of brandisation of the territory and applies them to the Venice lagoon. Through an interdisciplinary approach, the aim is to identify the rhetorics and codes that articulate the current representations of Venice within a changing context subject to the pressures of territorial valorisation as well as climatic change.

			Among the most interesting global dynamics is the inclusion of heritage notions within regenerative processes and territorial promotion. Heritage is one of the dominant rhetorics on which the sense and legitimacy of many redevelopment and regeneration operations are built. Heritage has long been used within territorial promotion rhetorics concerning Venice, which describe its value in relation to history and support investments and consumption linked to the experience of typicality. In this regard, the Venetian lagoon offers a privileged space of investigation that allows us to examine the changing trends related to patrimonialisation and the (narrative and financial) speculation to which they are subjected.

			The marketing of typicality in the lagoon area has been changing and is moving from the historical city to the context: it takes on natural connotations, increasingly linked to the arcadian dimension of the landscape. The interest for marginal territories reflects, on the one hand, a rise in awareness towards the fragile lagoon environment, and on the other hand, the need to look for new opportunities. The more the environment is under the spotlight of change, the scarcer resources become, the more valuable they become. Not only for those actors who aim to drive sustainable change in the face of environmental pressures, but also for those extractive forces who, having identified a resource, intercept its potential.

			Through a series of in-depth studies and site visits, the course will explore the changes taking place in this delicate territory and their impact on space and stakeholders’ relationships. The reflections will be brought back to some fundamental elements: the centrality of nature in the process of territorial branding; the role of marginal territories in the shaping of Venice’s new imaginary; the speculation linked to the physical transformation of places; issues of socioecological justice related to space appropriation within the context of climate change.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon completion of the course, the students will be able to:

			_ Read the use of notions related to heritage, memory, and tradition within a broader global trend related to territorial regeneration and promotion.

			_ Identify the changing conception of heritage in relation to the Venice lagoon.

			_ Identify the most relevant rhetoric used in territorial marketing linked to heritage.

			_ Be able to critically analyse the fundamental economic and political dynamics that use heritage as a financial lever.

			_ Apply the theoretical knowledge acquired during the course to the analysis of existing global city projects when notions of heritage are recalled.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			No prior knowledge is required. Any student with a different background can take the course.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course will be organised as follows:

			_ Frontal lectures (on concepts, theories and approaches relevant for understanding the issues and dynamics related to the use of heritage in territorial marketing).

			_ Seminar discussions guided directly by students to stimulate learning by allowing students to formulate and exchange their views on selected issues. (i.e. regarding proposed papers or ad hoc short assignments).

			_ Excursions in the Venice lagoon to observe and approach representative case studies.

			_ In itinere tutoring of group-works.

			
			



			Assessment

			The course will consist of three evaluations which will take place during the course:

			_ Mid-term evaluation based on the elaboration of materials and observations from Module I and II (30%).

			_ Final evaluation: elaboration of materials and observations from Module III. This will be composed by: the presentation of the group work (percentage of the overall grade = 35%) + the submission of an individual short paper (percentage of the overall grade = 20%). In addition, a 15% of the overall grade will be attributed according to these criteria: class attendance, participation and interaction, submission of the required assignments.

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			Module I
	
			Observation of the global trend towards heritage branding and using heritage as a lever capable of increasing the value of places. This module explores some exemplary cases in global cities in the East and West of the world, identifying striking similarities in the intentions of heritage marketing.


			



			The module includes:

			_ Course introduction

			_ Frontal lectures Frontal lecture with invited guests

			_ Work and group discussion

			
			



			Module II
	
			Observation of current trends in Venice and the lagoon area. This module evaluates the increasing centrality of landscape-related heritage. Through a series of dedicated lectures by the teacher and expert guests, we will explore the different aspects that build the narrative of Venetian typicality: environmental fragility in the face of climate change, isolation, the romantic charm of decadence, the value of heritage, and its iconic and original urban form.


			



			The module includes:

			_ Frontal lectures

			_ Frontal lecture with invited guests

			_ Work and group discussion

			_ Students Seminars

			_ At least 1 site visit

			
			



			Module III
	
			Choice of a case study in the Lagoon of Venice. Analysis of urban marketing materials and recurring rhetorics related to the concept of heritage and typicality. This module reflects on the imaginaries and codes used to promote the territory.

			
			



			The module includes:

			_ Frontal lectures

			_ Frontal lecture with invited guests

			_ Work and group discussion

			_ Students Seminars

			
			



			All modules will include intermediate tasks to be carried out individually/in groups and discussed collectively in class through the workshops and student seminars.
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 			Comparing East and West. Beyond East and West. A Comparative Study of Heroes in Global Popular Culture – S2607

					
			



			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto
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			Course description

			The images of heroes are ubiquitous in popular culture. They are indispensable for movies, television serials, other forms of popular narratives. While it is not difficult to find common traits and characteristics among many popular heroes, there are also many diverse types. These differences are sometimes nothing more than superficial variations, providing seemingly a cornucopia of choices for fans and consumers eager to find heroes that best match their personal interest and taste. Yet when heroes produced by different societies are compared to each other, we often discover that their images are hardly homogeneous or uniform. This is not surprising because heroes are closely linked to the cultural values and traditions of the society in which they are produced.

			This course is intended to introduce students to comparative cultural criticism of the East and the West by focusing on the images of heroes in popular culture and subcultures. We will primarily

			examine heroes in Japanese anime and Hollywood movies. The first part of the course deals with Japanese and Hollywood movies as two major representatives of global popular culture. To further narrow down the scope of our examination, we will more specifically focus on the internationally known Japanese anime franchises and the Marvel superhero films and DC Comics movies. The anime heroes to be examined include, but not limited to, Shinji (Evangelion), Motoko (Ghost in the Shell), Ashitaka (Princess Mononoke), Madoka (Puella Magi Madoka Magica), Akane (Psycho-Pass), Eren (Attack on Titan), Tanjiro and the Hashira (Demon Slayer), and Itadori (Jujutsu Kaisen).

			As for Hollywood superheroes, we will scrutinize, among others, Batman, Superman, Spider-Man, and the Avengers. In addition, some antiheroes will be discussed for comparison (e.g., Eren in Attack on Titan and the Joker). We are interested in exploring what qualities are regarded essential for heroes in Japanese anime and Hollywood superhero movies, what cultural values underlie those qualities, what the differences between anime heroes and Hollywood superheroes can possibly tell us about the cultural traditions and values of Japanese and American societies.

			In the second part of the course, the focus will be shifted to the popular heroes’ travel across the cultural boundaries of the East and the West. We will take up the case of the 1970s’ Japanese anime UFO Robot Grendizer, which enjoyed enormous popularity in such places as France, Italy, and Arabicspeaking countries. If time permits, another 1970s’ Japanese anime Voltes V will be discussed in relation Voltes V: Legacy, a Philippine live action television serial made in 2023. These examples do not prove the universality of Japanese anime heroes; instead, they show that the boundary separating the East and the West is highly permeable, and that hybridization has always been an engine of creativity in global popular culture.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students will learn how to discuss and analyze popular culture not as a fan but as a critical observer. This course introduces them to the basic methods of comparative cultural criticism and cross-cultural understanding between the East and the West. They will learn not only the similarities and differences between Japanese and American heroes but also the never-ending process of hybridization that problematizes a rigid dichotomy of the East and the West.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Combination of lectures and discussions. There will be a weekly reading assignment.

					
			



			Assessment

			Students will be asked to give at least one class presentation on the assigned reading and/or film. The following is the percentage of the overall grade assigned to each evaluation:

			_ A (10–25%)

			_ B (25–40%)

			_ C (25–40%)

			_ D (5–10%)

			_ F (0–5%)
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 			The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common – S2623
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			Course description

			“Would you buy Venice?”. That’s an intriguing question and this course will present the possible answers. The course presents the city of Venice and its Lagoon as a social and common good. In particular, the meetings will explore the most advanced conceptions of the commons and address the question of whether a city such as Venice and its Lagoon can be considered a set of individual goods or a single common good and whether this facilitates or limits its sustainable social and legal development. The course will also present the possible sustainable evolution of the city of Venice and its Lagoon ecosystem as an organized set of commons. The goal is to cultivate among participants a sophisticated understanding of the challenges and opportunities presented by the theory of the commons and their reflections on the organization of urban space and its repercussions in the ethical and social spheres (E.g. the center-periphery relationship or the high-low relationship). In essence, this course is an ambitious endeavor. It aims to equip legal scholars, practitioners, and enthusiasts with the intellectual tools necessary to critically evaluate and influence sustainable development in harmony with the digital transformation of society, ensuring the safeguarding of human rights and the equitable management of the global commons. The possibility of releasing the protection and enhancement of cultural heritage will not start from the traditional distinction between public and private goods, but from the concept of common goods (in the sense of the conceptual elaborations proposed by scholars such as Elinor Ostrom), that is, referable to the culture shared by a community for “sustainable development and quality of life [...] recognizing that every person has the right [...] to take an interest in cultural heritage [...] as part of the right to participate freely in cultural life, enshrined in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and guaranteed by the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)” (Preamble to the Faro Convention).

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			The imperative to launch this pioneering course at VIU now stems from the unprecedented pace of technological advancements and their profound implications on human rights, societal norms, and legal frameworks. VIU, with its reputation for fostering innovative and interdisciplinary academic environments, stands uniquely positioned to host this course. This initiative aligns with VIU’s commitment to addressing contemporary global challenges and enhances its academic offerings by integrating cutting-edge legal theories and practices.

			For VIU and participating universities, the course represents an invaluable opportunity to lead in the cultivation of legal expertise that is attuned to the digital age. It promises to enrich academic discourse, foster cross-disciplinary collaboration, and prepare a new generation of scholars and practitioners capable of navigating and shaping the evolving intersection of technology and law. This program adds significant value by promoting critical thinking, ethical deliberation, and practical problem-solving skills, ensuring participants and institutions are at the forefront of legal innovation and advocacy for human rights and equitable resource management in the digital era.

			Participants will acquire a nuanced understanding of the interface between new technologies and legal doctrines, emphasizing social system analyses and collective resource management theories. The curriculum facilitates proficiency equipping learners to address challenges and opportunities in the digital age. The goal is to prepare students to advocate for human rights and equitable resource management, influencing social, ethical, and legal adaptation to technological advancements.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			This course is designed to be accessible to all students across all disciplines, with no specific prior knowledge of the subject required.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			This course introduces key aspects through a mix of lectures, seminars, and hands-on activities, complemented by guest speaker sessions as supplementary learning experiences. Interactive teaching methods such as seminar papers, discussions, and presentations will foster critical, practical, and innovative thinking on legal and ethical issues about digitalization in modern societies. Additionally, small-group exercises will encourage student dialogue and cooperation.

			
			



			Assessment

			Assessment will involve a mid-term exam (individual paper or group project work) undertaken during the course. The mid-term exam will account for 50% of the final grade. The final exam may consist of a keynote speech, even with IT tools, on a topic freely chosen by the students. Evaluation criteria focus on students’ understanding and application of course material, their analytical skills in infosourcing and data research, and their ability to address ethical dilemmas related to the course’s topics. This approach aims to develop students’ capacity for critical and creative analysis.

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			Weeks 1-3

			The curriculum first addresses an examination of the current social structure of the system-city through an analysis of its ownership and participation-based forms of governance.

			
			



			Weeks 4-6

			Next, we will address new forms of active and critical citizenship beginning with Garrett Hardin’s “tragedy of the commons”, and then moving on to Elinor Ostrom’s revolutionary theory of the commons, which offers a nuanced perspective on collective resource management against the backdrop of global Change. The city of Venice and its Lagoon will be an example of a new possibility of resource management that characterizes the emergence of a community of reference capable of meeting the challenges of anthropocentric global change.

			
			



			Weeks 7-9

			The course moves to explore the transformative possibilities in city management offered by the tools of artificial intelligence, decentralized digital ledgers, and virtual reality platforms. Emphasis is placed on the intersection of these technologies with respect for human rights in a context where the city is understood as a common cultural asset.

			
			



			Weeks 10-12

			A special session of the course is dedicated to the City of Venice as a Cultural Heritage. The fundamental right to cultural heritage (UNESCO Paris Convention of 1972 and European Faro Convention of 2005) is inherent to the right to participate in cultural life, as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In the case study of this special session, applied around the ancient city of Venice, students can explore the blurry notions of original, fake, and copy, the stimuli to forgery and its implications, and the authentication techniques from a historical, ethical and legal perspective and within a broader discourse about securing cultural heritage.

			

			
			



			
			Bibliography
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			Other supplementary readings will be suggested or given during the course.

			

 	
 			
 			Artic Ecologies: History and Anthropology of the Russian North – S2627
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			Course description

			The Arctic is often imagined as a remote, timeless space inhabited primarily by Indigenous peoples living in extreme climatic conditions or, conversely, as a depopulated industrial resource frontier. This course challenges such representations by approaching the Russian Arctic as a densely inhabited, politically shaped, and constantly transforming region, where multiple social groups, infrastructures, and environments coexist and interact. The course explores how political projects, economic systems, and forms of knowledge have actively reshaped Arctic environments – and how, in turn, Arctic climatic and environmental conditions have shaped patterns of settlement, mobility, labor, and everyday life. Combining historical and anthropological approaches, the course traces major transformations in the Russian North – from early imperial expansion, through Soviet industrialization and urbanization, to post-Soviet restructuring and contemporary extractive economies. Special attention is paid to how state policies and political ideologies have intervened in Arctic environments through relocation campaigns, collectivization and sedentarization of Indigenous populations, large-scale industrial projects, and the construction of transportation infrastructures. The course is organized around different Arctic lifeways, including rural settlements, industrial towns, and shift-work regimes. It highlights the coexistence of diverse social groups in the Russian North and examines how people inhabit, navigate, and adapt to environmentally and infrastructurally shaped landscapes. By focusing on everyday practices, social networks, and modes of living, the course dismantles simplified narratives of the North. Throughout the course, students critically engage with popular imaginaries of the Arctic and examine how these representations shape policy, scientific knowledge, and public debates.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will:

			_ Acquire knowledge of the historical and contemporary social and environmental transformations of the Russian Arctic and Siberia; 

			_ Critically examine the role of state policies, industrial projects, and infrastructure in shaping everyday life in the Arctic; 

			_ Become familiar with key debates in anthropology concerning the Arctic; 

			_ Critically evaluate popular imaginaries of the Arctic region, and assess their political, scientific, and social implications; 

			_ Develop skills in academic writing and oral presentations.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Attendance and active participation in discussions – 30 %

			_ The reading responses – 20 %

			_ The final paper – 30 %;

			_ Oral presentations – 20 %

					
			



			Each week focuses on a single thematic topic. The first class is organized as a lecture introducing key concepts, historical context, and analytical frameworks. The second class takes the form of a seminar, in which students analyze and discuss academic text, literary work, or a film related to the weekly topic. For each seminar, students are expected to prepare a short-written response reflecting on the reading or viewing assignment. For the final paper, each student selects a case study (such as a book, film, blog, or digital ethnography project) and analyzes it in relation to the themes covered throughout the course, demonstrating critical engagement with course concepts and readings. Students are expected to present their work in the final class. The paper (approx. 2,500 words) must be discussed with the instructor by Week 7, submitted by Week 10, and presented in Week 12.


			



			
			Syllabus

			Week 1.

			Introduction. What is the Arctic? Geography, climate and definitions. Representations of the Arctic. The Russian Arctic in a global context


			



			Week 2.

			“Siberia and Russia”: natural resources, relocations, transportation infrastructure (17th–19th centuries)


			



			Week 3.

			Indigenous peoples of the Arctic: lifeways, migrations, engagement with the environment


			



			Week 4.

			Arctic encounters: coexistence of Indigenous and settler worlds


			



			Week 5.

			The city in the North. Soviet industrialization


			



			Week 6.

			Soviet politics of collectivization and sedentarization


			



			Anthropological module


			



			Week 7.

			Modern Arctic city: environment and infrastructure


			



			Week 8.

			Contemporary extraction industries in the Arctic: between Soviet heritage and international practices


			



			Week 9.

			Rural communities of the contemporary Arctic


			



			Week 10.

			Migration, social networks and coping with resource challenges in the Russian North


			



			Week 11.

			Lifestyles in the Russian North

			
			



			Week 12.

			Project presentations and final discussion
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			Course description


			The course introduces to modern Italian politics, society, and culture in a historical and comparative perspective – while exposing students to classics of Italian cinema. Discussions, lectures and presentations will revolve around eleven Italian fiction movies: Il Gattopardo (1963) by Luchino Visconti (based on Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa), Amarcord (1973) by Federico Fellini, Il Conformista (1970) by Bernardo Bertolucci (based on Alberto Moravia), Vincere (2009) by Marco Bellocchio, La Notte di San Lorenzo (1982) by Paolo e Vittorio Taviani, La Pelle (1981) by Liliana Cavani (based on Curzio Malaparte), Don Camillo (1952) by Julien Duvivier (based on Giovanni Guareschi), Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore (1972) by Lina Wertmueller, Tano da morire (1997) by Roberta Torre, Il Caimano (2006) by Nanni Moretti and Loro (2018) by Paolo Sorrentino.

			The idea is that films can be useful as a starting point for historical discourses, as documents of the time in which they were made, as historiographical texts on the period in which they are set and as historical agents, as they can be constantly reinterpreted and can influence culture in different successive moments. They can also be useful because they talk about individuals, daily life, family and personal relations; they involve a “mise-en-scene” which makes history much closer to life and oblige to discuss events and phenomena also at a micro level, bringing in themes related to gender, family, and collective psychology.

			The period covered by the course spans from 1796 to 2023, i.e. from the process of Nation-Building to the Present. Like Germany and unlike Spain, Italy is a new nation-State. The beginning of the process of unification can be traced back to the Napoleonic Age, which saw the diffusion of ideals of Liberalism, Democracy and Nationalism. The foundation of the new Kingdom (1861) was followed by attempts to forge a common identity in the context of a liberal but conservative State, which set the basis of the first industrialization. After the Great War, the peninsula saw the rise of the first Fascist Regime in Europe, as a result of an alliance between Mussolini, the Monarchy and the Catholic Church. The military defeat and the 1943-45 Civil War, paved the way for a Republic, characterized by a blocked political system with the Catholic Party in power and the largest Communist Party in the West on the opposition. In 1992-94 judges’ investigation and arrests of corrupt politicians contributed to a revolution in the party system, which founded the present political landscape. The course shall also deal with issues like: Church/State relations and the influence of Catholicism, origins and development of the Mafia, North-South divide, social transformations, emigration and immigration, 1968 movements, economic miracle and development of the Made in Italy, controversies over Berlusconi. The general focus will be on the relationship between politics and society.

			Students are expected to contribute to class, discussing all movies, coordinating discussion of one, doing an oral presentation and writing a research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Research papers must include bibliographical references and footnotes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance

			_ 20% participation in film discussion

			_ 20% contribution leading the conversation

			_ 20% oral presentation in class

			_ 30% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The course will be divided into six units:


			


			
			1) The Unification and its aftermath 1796–1871 / Il Gattopardo (weeks 1-2)

			2) The Fascist Regime 1922–1939 / Amarcord, Il Conformista, Vincere (weeks 3-5)

			3) Fascism, War, Resistance, Liberation 1939–1945 / La Notte di San Lorenzo, La Pelle (weeks 5-7)

			4) Postwar and Cold War 1946–1952 / Don Camillo (weeks 7-8)

			5) Economic Miracle, Mafia, 1968 and the 1970s / Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore, Tano da morire (weeks 9-10)

			6) Postfordism and crisis of democracy 1980–2013 / Il Caimano, Loro (weeks 11-12)

			

			

			
			



			
			Bibliography
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			Italian history and culture (books with useful material for context of all the movies)
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			Other readings will be suggested in class, depending on the interest of participants.

			

 	
			
 			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – S2603
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			Quick links


			
			
					Beginner level
					Intermediate level
					Upper Intermediate level
				
			

			

			

			
			



			Beginner level

			(A1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is addressed to beginner students who have no knowledge of the Italian language. Although reading and writing will be important, significant emphasis in class will be placed on speaking and listening. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. At the end of the course, students will be able to communicate in most everyday situations, using basic vocabulary and grammar.

			
			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			



			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Definitive and indefinite articles

			_ Simple present tense (regular verbs, three conjugations –are –ere –ire)

			_ Irregular verbs: essere, avere, andare, fare, bere, rimanere, venire, uscire

			_ Verbs Dovere (to have to, must) Potere (can, to be able to) Volere (to want)

			_ Use of ci (there)

			_ Simple past (perfect tense)

			_ Possessive adjectives and pronouns

			_ Use of the verb Piacere (to like)

			_ Reflexive pronouns

			_ Introduction to direct object pronouns

			_ Use of the simple prepositions and prepositions with article

			_ Imperative

			_ Conjunctions e (and) ma (but) mentre (while) quando (when) perché (why, because)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Identification: name, nationality..., introducing oneself, personal habits

			_ Asking and answering information

			_ Offering something, inviting someone, accepting, refusing

			_ Situations: in class, at the bar, at the station, at the restaurant, in a store, a language school, in a hotel

			_ Talking about family, describing people and items, telling a brief story in the past tense

			_ Asking for explanations about words or linguistic questions

			_ Expressing preferences

			_ Expressing pleasure and displeasure

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Messages (listening to a message on an answering machine, to the radio)

			_ Interviews (radio, TV)

			_ Video (movies, TV)

			_ Advertisements

			_ Songs

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Timetables

			_ Menu

			_ Memorandum

			_ Post cards and letters to friends

			_ Diary

			_ Recipes

			_ Short biographies

			_ Short announcements

			_ Advertisements

			_ Comics

			_ Short instructions

			_ Catalogues

			_ Fieldtrip schedules or cultural programs

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			Readings concerning:

			_ Studying and learning a foreign language

			_ Everyday life situations

			_ Cities and means of transportation

			_ Space, forms, dimensions, quantity

			_ Time

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Filling in an enrolment form

			_ Writing a message

			_ Writing a post card

			_ Writing a diary page

			_ Writing an informal letter

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			
			Intermediate level

			(B1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is a continuation of ‘Italian Beginners’. Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous course. This language course is designed so that students can practice their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does.

			During classes, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student. Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Class will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Review of simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Review of simple past

			_ Review of simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare + gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Telling stories and events in the past

			_ Describing weather

			_ Giving and asking for advice or instructions

			_ Describing situations, places and people

			_ Making a phone call

			_ Organizing a trip

			_ Asking permission

			_ Giving an opinion

			_ Making projects for the future

			_ Apologizing

			_ Making a proposal and inviting

			_ Accepting and refusing

			_ Complaining

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Weather report

			_ Songs

			_ Phone calls

			_ Videos

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing a letter to a friend or a relative

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Invitations

			_ Announcements

			_ Stories

			_ Short literature passages

			_ Tourist information

			_ Horoscopes

			_ Short newspaper articles

			_ How to write a letter of complaint

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Stories

			_ Phone calls

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Post cards

			_ Informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Stories

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			

			Upper Intermediate level

			(B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)

			
			


			
			This course is composed of classes dedicated to further developing such skills as: formulating opinions; making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material; narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes; reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences.

			Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous courses.

			This language course will allow students to reinforce their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. During classes, students will produce some written documents concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students). Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in more open-ended conversation. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			Review of:

			_ Simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Simple past

			_ Simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare+gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns (che, chi)

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			



			Introduction to:

			_ relative pronouns (cui)

			_ subjunctive (present, past)

			_ conditional (present, past)

			_ impersonal (si impersonale con verbi riflessivi)

			_ conditional clause (primo e secondo tipo)

			_ in-depth examination of prepositions

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Formulating opinions

			_ Making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material

			_ Narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes

			_ Reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Songs

			_ Videos and movies sequences

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing formal and informal letters

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Announcements

			_ Narrative passages

			_ Newspaper and magazine articles

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Tales

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			Formal and informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Tales

				_ Summarizing a narrative text

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani, Un giorno in Italia and Magari).

			

			
			
 	
			
 			Intercultural Communication. How do you Communicate Interculturally from a Cultural Perspective – S2605

					
			



			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			


			



			Course description

			Is there an overarching point of view from which one can argue interculturally without falling back into one’s own cultural perspective? And can marginalized people participate in intercultural communication, something Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak doubts? In such a case, do they have to resort to public forms of protest, as Judith Butler advocates? Or are cultures not closed systems, as Homi K. Bhabha assumes, but rather arise through constant communication and the differences that this opens up. Would this be an opportunity for intercultural communication? Or does colonialism prevent this through its post-colonial after-effects, as Benita Parry assumes?

			For Jaspers, one must believe in the effectiveness of communication, which he describes as the all-encompassing, which at the same time implies a religious belief. For Habermas, intercultural and religious communication opens up the universality of reason, which is a product of the European Enlightenment. According to Rawls, one should leave this liberal reason behind, if one wants to reach a point of view that mediates opposites as an overwhelming consensus. In Rorty’s sense, one must pragmatically speak different vocabularies, including culturally different ones. For Camus’s Mediterranean thought, this would be possible from a local perspective as it draws connections across the Mediterranean. For Lévinas, the stranger who one will never understand, including the cultural other, calls us to take responsibility for him. Or does the connection between racism and sexism, which was already pointed out by the former slave Sojourner Truth in the 19th century, still prevent responsibility and communication today? For Hannah Arendt, people are different, not the same, differences that can only be overcome through communication. Would that be an easy solution? Is intercultural communication actually not a problem? Or is it simply impossible? An unattainable ideal! Empirically speaking, sometimes yes, but not always!

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			The seminar is intended to introduce these approaches and put them up for discussion. The extent to which culturally different answers are given will be exciting.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			No prior knowledge required: basic course for students of all faculties.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Discourse; statements; lecture of the students taking into account topics from the country of origin; discussions; reading and analyzing texts in the seminar together; possibly intercultural working groups occupied with special themes, presentations or panel discussions; possibly via internet comparisons of television image design in the students’ countries of origin: intercultural communication with pictures, paintings.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Presentation: 50%.

			_ Final written exam at the end: 50%; no midterm exam.
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 			Professors’ Biographies


			
				Shaul Bassi
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
				[image: Shaul Bassi’s portrait]


			Shaul Bassi is Professor of English and Environmental Humanities at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. His publications include Shakespeare’s Italy and Italy’s Shakespeare: Place, “Race,” and Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016); The Merchant in Venice: Shakespeare in the Ghetto (co-edited with Carol Chillington Rutter, Edizioni Ca’ Foscari, 2021); Venice and the Anthropocene: An Ecocritical Guide (co-edited, Wetlands, 2023); and African Venice (with Paul Kaplan, Wetlands, 2024). He is currently editing The Merchant of Venice for the Arden Fourth Series. Professor Bassi is the co-founder and former director of Venice’s international literary festival “Incroci di civiltà/Crossings of Civilizations”. He also co-founded and served as the first director of the MA in Environmental Humanities at Ca’ Foscari. Since 2002, he has taught courses at the Venice International University (VIU) on Shakespeare, postcolonial literature, Venice, and global cities. He represented Ca’ Foscari on the VIU Academic Council from 2016 to 2022.

			


			
				Mattia Bertin
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Mattia Bertin’s portrait]


			Mattia Bertin collaborates with several national and international research groups on funded research (in particular: Università Iuav di Venezia, Politecnico di Milano, Università degli Studi di Padova, Italy; Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain; UEL London, UK) and act as advisor for national and international bodies (Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri, Italy; New European Bauhaus, EU; UNFCCC, UNDRR, UNDP). He is a researcher in urban planning and is mainly concerned with complex urban issues linked to climate change adaptation, disaster and marginality. He is a member of Iuav Epic Cluster. He is interested in reducing risks and territorial tensions concerning the progress of climate change. He has a decade of direct experience managing urban systems after a disaster, with several projects of participatory regeneration of impoverished residential areas. He conducts research and action activities on the themes of adaptation to climate change with particular attention to the multi-sector effects of adaptation planning.

			


			
				Massimo Brunzin
Venice International University
				[image: Massimo Brunzin’s portrait]

	
			Laurea in Foreign Languages and Literature (Ca’ Foscari), doctorate in Francophone Literature (Bologna). Specialized in Language Teaching with Advanced Technology (Ca’ Foscari). Member of the management staff and instructor in Italian for foreigners at the Istituto Venezia, Italian Language School in Venice and Trieste. Was Teaching Assistant in Francophone Literature at Ca’ Foscari, with special interest in Black Africa. Author of several articles on African Francophone Literature. Coordinator of the Italian as a Foreign Language courses at VIU since Fall 2001.

			


			
				Roberto Dainotto
Duke University
				[image: Roberto Dainotto’s portrait]


			Roberto Dainotto is Professor of Literature at Duke University. His main research and teaching interests hinge on the concepts of place and space as narrative, rhetorical, and geopolitical organizational categories. His publications include Place in Literature: Regions, Cultures, Communities (Cornell UP, 2000); Europe (in Theory) (Duke UP, 2007), winner of the 2010 Shannon Prize in Contemporary European Studies; and Mafia: A Cultural History (Reaktion Books, 2015). He has also edited Racconti Americani del ’900 (Einaudi, 1999), a monographic issue of Italian Culture on Giambattista Vico (2017), and co-edited with Fredric Jameson Gramsci in the World (Duke UP, 2020).

			


			
				Carlo Federico Dall’Omo
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Carlo Federico Dall’Omo’s portrait]


			Carlo Federico dall’Omo, with a PhD in Architecture, City, and Design, specializes in managing climate change adaptation and the built environment. As the Research Manager at Iuav, Carlo oversees EU-funded projects in Horizon, Prima, Interreg, and Life programs, with a focus on territorial governance and climate resilience. He co-coordinates the UNESCO Chair in Heritage & Urban Regeneration and serves as a Climate Ambassador for the European Climate Pact. He is a member of the UNFCCC Roster of Experts on Climate Adaptation.

			


			
				Eugenia Georges
Rice University
				[image: Eugenia Georges’s portrait]


			Eugenia Georges (PhD Columbia University) is Professor of Anthropology at Rice University where she teaches courses on medicine and reproduction, research methods, and food and culture. Her research focuses on the medicalization of reproduction, with a focus on the historical processes through which pregnancy and obstetrical practice have been shaped in interaction with a range of reproductive technologies. She has conducted long-term research in Greece on pregnancy, birth, abortion, and contraception and in Brazil on the movement led by obstetricians-activists to demedicalize childbirth. Her current project examines medical education and clinical training of obstetricians in Greece. Her current research examines the causes and consequences of the medical brain drain from Greece to the nations of northern Europe. She is the author of Bodies of Knowledge: The Medicalization of Reproduction in Greece (Vanderbilt University Press) and The Making of a Transnational Community: Migration, Development and Cultural Change in the Dominican Republic (Columbia University Press). Her articles have appeared in Medical Anthropology Quarterly, Social Science and Medicine, Feminist Studies, Journal of Mediterranean Studies and other journals.

			


			
				Paolo Graziano
Università degli Studi di Padova
				[image: Paolo Graziano’s portrait]


			Paolo Graziano is Professor of Political Science at the University of Padua, Research Associate at the European Social Observatory, Brussels and Chercheur associé at Sciences Po in Paris. He has held visiting positions at a number of universities, including University of Cambridge, Cornell University, University of Oxford, European University Institute, University of Melbourne, University of Washington. He is co-editor of Governance (2018-present), Past President (2019–2020) of the APSA Conference Group on Italian Politics (CONGRIPS) and Past President of the Fondazione Romagnosi (2021–2024). He teaches Political Science and Public Policy Analysis. He has published several authored and edited volumes and journal special issues. His most recent book is Elgar Encyclopedia of European Union Public Policy (Elgar, 2022), co-edited with Jale Tosun. He is currently working on two book projects: the first (a monograph) is tentatively entitled Crises, Leadership and Neopopulisms in the European Union, and the second (co-edited with Ekaterina Domorenok and Katharina Zimmermann), just published, is entitled The Eco-Social Nexus: Theoretical, Conceptual and Policy Issues (to be submitted to Policy Press). Furthermore, he is also editing a Special Issue for Regulation & Governance entitled “Bringing the Ecological and the Social Together in the Green Transition. A Multilevel Analysis”.

			


			
				Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti
Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata
				[image: Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti’s portrait]


			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti is Associate Professor of Management at the University of Rome Tor Vergata and Affiliate Researcher at the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies. Her research lies at the intersection of innovation and sustainability management, with a focus on circular economy, sustainable business models, governance mechanisms, and supply chains. She is involved in competitive European and national research projects and conducts interdisciplinary research connecting management, sustainability, and policy.

			


			
				Randall Lesaffer
KU Leuven
				[image: Randall Lesaffer’s portrait]


			Randall Lesaffer, LLM (KU Leuven), MA (History, KU Leuven), PhD (Law, KU Leuven) is professor of legal history at KU Leuven and Tilburg University. From 2008 to 2012, he served as dean of Tilburg Law School and was founding co-president of the Law Schools Global League. He teaches constitutional history, history of private law, history of international law, as well as history of international relations. His research and publications focus on the historical development of international law since the 16th century, but he has also published on constitutional history, diplomatic history, and the history of the civil law tradition. He is general editor of The Cambridge History of International Law, of Studies in the History of International Law and an editor of The Journal of the History of International Law as well as the Global Law series. His publications include the monographs De rechtstaat. Een geschiedenis van het Westen (Gent: Owl Press, 2024), of which an English version will be taught at VIU, as well as European Legal History: A Cultural and Political Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2009). His most recent publications include The Cambridge History of International Law, vol. 6: International Law in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge University Press, 2025), of which he is editor and in which he wrote five chapters, and The Cambridge Companion to Hugo Grotius (Cambridge University Press, 2021), which he co-edited with Janne Nijman.

			


			
				Paolo Moro
Università degli Studi di Padova
				[image: Paolo Moro’s portrait]


			Paolo Moro is Full Professor of Philosophy of Law and Legal Informatics at the University of Padua (Italy), where he is the President of the Degree Course of Law 2.0 (Treviso Campus). PhD in Philosophy of Law, he is also a Lawyer qualified for the Supreme Court in Italy. He is Scientific Director of the Journal of Ethics and Legal Technologies (Padova University Press) and he has published various books, papers and chapters about Legal Rhetoric, Legal Informatics and TechnoLaw, Legal Education and Sports Law. He is Director of two second-level Masters at the University of Padua, dedicated to Metaverse and Legal Informatics and Teaching Law and Economics and he is the founder of CollectIUS, search, discussion and filing digital platform of TechnoLaw cases. He was Visiting Scholar in various universities in Europe and overseas (Kingston University of London, Universidad de Cordoba, Fordham University of New York, New South Wales University of Sydney, Australian National University of Canberra).

			


			
				Francesco Musco
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Francesco Musco’s portrait]


			Francesco Musco is an urban planner and architect with a PhD in Analysis and Governance of Sustainable Development from Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. He is a Full Professor of Urban and Environmental Planning at the Department of Architecture and Arts at Iuav. As Director of Research (2021–2027) and co-leader of the UNESCO Chair on Heritage and Urban Regeneration, Francesco focuses on integrating multidisciplinary approaches to spatial planning and sustainability, with emphasis on bottom-up public policies. He has led several EU-funded projects on climate adaptation and maritime spatial planning and plays a significant role in international research networks. Since November 2024 he is President of CORILA Consortium for coordination of research activities concerning the Venice lagoon system.

			


			
				Giovanna Muzzi
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Giovanna Muzzi’s portrait]


			Giovanna Muzzi holds a master degree in architecture and a PhD in Territorial Planning and Public Policy from the Università Iuav di Venezia, with a thesis on welfare-related neighbourhood spaces. Since 2018, she has held the position of teaching assistant in urban and regional planning and has obtained research grants at Università Iuav di Venezia and Università Ca’ Foscari di Venezia on the topics of inclusive governance models, urban regeneration and activation, employment forecasts in the traditional Venetian artistic craft sector (generational transition) and in mechanics sector (digitalization skills), work-life management in 4.0 industry (Veneto Region). She is currently vice-president of the ETICity association, project manager for ETICity and the “Portineria di Quartiere Mestre via Piave” (community center for free service at neighbourhood scale). Moreover, she supervises urban regeneration and urban reactivation projects in collaboration with local organisations. She has a long experience with leading urban knowledge itineraries for training bodies (international universities, schools, public administrations, associations) and co-leader of Jane’s Walk Venice.

			


			
				Fabrizio Nevola
University of Exeter
				[image: Fabrizio Nevola’s portrait]


			Fabrizio Nevola specialises in the architectural, urban and art history of Renaissance Italy, and digital humanities approaches visual and material culture. Aside from digital art history applied to Italian urban contexts he also applies comparative analysis of the relationship between built forms and social practices in early modern cities in Italy and Europe. He previously taught in the department of architecture and civil engineering (University of Bath) where he ran courses on urban history, theory and design; collaborative studio practice informs his approach to teaching and research. He has worked with museums, including with the National Gallery (London) on the 2007–2008 exhibition, Renaissance Siena: Art for a City. His 2007 monograph on architecture and urbanism in Siena won the Royal Institute of British Architects Pevsner International Book Award and the 2020 book on Renaissance streets was shortlisted for the Society of Renaissance Studies Book Prize.

			


			
				Michela Pace
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Michela Pace’s portrait]


			Michela Pace has collaborated with several national and international research groups on funded research (in particular: IUAV of Venice, Politecnico di Milano, Politecnico di Torino, Italy; UHasselt, Belgium; UEL and AA London, UK; Universiad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain; Tongji University Shanghai, China). Michela Pace has extensive teaching experience at national and international levels. Since 2009, she has taught urban and territorial design courses at the Iuav University of Venice, UEL University of East London, Polytechnic of Milano, and Polytechnic of Turin. She regularly lectures as an invited professor at UPM Universidad Politecnica of Madrid and UEL London and has received invitations to present her research on heritage, regeneration, and housing in several academic and institutional contexts (XJTLU, Suzhou China; Universidad Goias Brazil, SPAB Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, UK; Royal Institute of British Architects RIBA, UK). At Iuav, she is a module leader for Urban Planning in the Course of Conservation and Protection of the Built Environment (5th year) (2021-present); Urban Interiors and Urban Spaces (5th year) (2020–2021), at VIU (Venice International University) for the course at the Globalization Programme.

			


			
				Luca Pes
Venice International University
				[image: Luca Pes’s portrait]


			BSc (Econ.) in History and Government (LSE), Laurea in History (Ca’ Foscari), PhD in Italian Studies (Reading). Vice Dean, Director of the Globalization Program at VIU, where he has taught every semester since the beginning of academic activities in 1997. Coordinator of the “One Theme Project” of the BA in Global Governance, Tor Vergata University, Rome. Was Professor of Modern and Contemporary History at San Raffaele University, Milan. Has taught Urban and Contemporary History at Iuav and Contemporary History at Ca’ Foscari. Was recognized Adjunct Associate Professor of European Studies at Duke (2011–2016). Published mostly on Venetian 19th–21st Century Cultural and Social History, on the Methodology of Local and Urban History and of History of the Present. Research areas include Teaching in Multicultural and Multidisciplinary contexts, Cinema and History, Italian Society, Diaries and Historiography, Venice in the 21st Century.

			


			
				Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann
Ludwig Maximilians Universität
				[image: Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann’s portrait]


			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann is Professor of Political Philosophy at the Geschwister-Scholl Institute for Political Science at the University of Munich; since 1997, he has been a regular visiting professor at the University of Innsbruck; he also holds visiting professorships at the University of Turin, Venice International University, and the universities of Eichstätt, Regensburg, and Passau. His current research interests include the philosophy of language, political philosophy, the philosophy of education, poststructuralism, and existentialism.

			


			
				Paolo Sommaggio
Università degli Studi di Padova
				[image: Paolo Sommaggio’s portrait]


			Paolo Sommaggio has been an Associate Professor since 2005 (confirmed in 2008). He is qualified as a Full Professor (ASN 28/03/2017) of Philosophy of Law at the University of Padua where he teaches Ethics and Commons. He is President of the Degree Course of Third Sector Jurist (Non-profit Counselor). PhD in Philosophy of Law, he is also a Lawyer qualified for the Supreme Court in Italy. He published various books, papers, and chapters about Legal Reasoning, Biolaw, Legal Education, and Philosophy of Law. He was a Visiting Scholar at various universities in Europe and overseas (among others, Kingston University of London, University of Surrey, Columbia University NY, University of Zurich, University of Granada). He is a member of the teaching staff PhD School of Law at the University of Padua, the Postgraduate School for Legal Professions of the Universities of Trento and Verona, and he also teaches in the Forensic schools of Trento, Brescia, Bolzano, Pordenone, and Belluno. He is a member of the scientific committee of the editorial series “Diritto Moderno ed Interpretazione Classica” (FrancoAngeli), “Jura. Temi e problemi del diritto” (ETS) and “Quadrato delle Opposizioni” (Mimesis). Currently, he is teaching at the University of Padua and is a consultant for the Italian Ministry of Justice.

			


			
				Maria Chiara Tosi
Università Iuav di Venezia
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			Maria Chiara Tosi, PhD in Urbanism, is Full Professor in Urban Design at Iuav University of Venice where she is also the Director of the School of Doctorate Studies. She has been part of numerous national and international research projects on the study of the morphology and evolution of urban settlements. She is Iuav representative in Venice International University Academic Council, has been Expert for the Panel “Science and Technology of Constructions and the Built Environment” at the Research Foundation Flanders FWO-Belgium, and currently responsible for the Double Degree in Architecture with the College of Architecture and Urban Planning of Tongji University.

			


			
				Valeria Vasilyeva
European University at Saint Petersburg
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			Valeria Vasilyeva, PhD, is a social anthropologist with a regional specialization in the Russian North. She is a Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Arctic Social Studies at the European University at St. Petersburg. Her research interests include mobility and infrastructure studies, the anthropology of space, and the informal economy. She is the principal investigator of an ongoing research project, supported by the Russian Science Foundation, which examines patterns of tundra space perception and use among semi-nomadic groups in Central Siberia, and employs mixed anthropological and GIS-based methods. Her main fieldwork site is the Taimyr Peninsula (2013-present), although she has conducted fieldwork of varying duration in all Arctic regions of Russia as well as in Alaska.

			


			
				Gretchen Walters
Université de Lausanne
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			Dr. Gretchen Walters is a Franco-American anthropologist and botanist. She works at the interface of the social and natural sciences and policy, focusing on nature conservation, natural resource governance, and commons/community territories in Central Africa and Europe, often with a historical lens. Her work comprises inter and transdisciplinary action research projects, where she uses historical ecology, ethnographic and participatory methods. She is an Associate Professor at the Institute of Geography and Sustainability at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland.

			


			
				Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto
Waseda University
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			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto is Professor of Visual Culture at Waseda University in Tokyo. He holds a BA in Cinema from the State University of New York at Binghamton, an MA in Film and Television Studies from the University of California, Los Angeles, and a PhD in Comparative Literature from the University of California, San Diego. Before joining Waseda University, he taught for twenty years at New York University and the University of Iowa. His publications in English include Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Duke University Press), Television, Japan, and Globalization (University of Michigan, Center for Japanese Studies), and Planetary Atmospheres and Urban Society after Fukushima (Palgrave Macmillan).

			

 	
  			Next Semester
Academic Calendar

 			1st Semester of AY 2026–27 (Fall 2026)

			
			Orientation week

			September 7–11

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			September 10

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			September 14


			


			
			Midterm break

			October 26–30


			


			
			Courses end

			December 11

			
			


			
			Exam week

			December 14–18

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			December 17

			
			


			
			National holidays

			November 1, December 8


			


			
			Municipal holidays

			November 21

 	
 			Course List


 			[image: Course List presentation]


			Italy


			History of Venice – S2601

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films – S2602

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – S2603

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – S2604

			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage

			

			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication. How do you Communicate Interculturally from a Cultural Perspective – S2605

			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			


			
			Gender Studies: Gender Across the Life Cycle in Italy – S2606

			Eugenia Georges

			Rice University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Comparing East and West. Beyond East and West. A Comparative Study of Heroes in Global Popular Culture – S2607

			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			Waseda University

			Course webpage

			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Rule of Law and the Identity of the West (1500-2025) – S2608

			Randall Lesaffer

			KU Leuven

			Course webpage


			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Guarding the Doors of Hell. Regulating War and Peace and History – S2609

			Randall Lesaffer

			KU Leuven

			Course webpage


			



			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development – S2610

			Paolo Graziano

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Environmental Management and Sustainable Development

			
			


			
			People, Networks and Systems in the light of Sustainable Management – S2611

			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata

			Course webpage


			


			
			Navigating Sustainability Crisis through Design Thinking and Business Model Innovation – S2612

			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata

			Course webpage


			



			Indigenous Peoples, Local Communities and Natural Resources in Europe and Beyond – S2613

			Gretchen Walters

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage


			



			Biodiversity Conservation from International to Local Policy and Practice – S2614

			Gretchen Walters

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage


			



			The Mediterranean Diet: Food, History, Culture, Health – S2615

			Eugenia Georges

			Rice University

			Course webpage


			



			Anthropology of Space and Mobility in Uneven Worlds – S2616

			Valeria Vasilyeva

			European University at Saint Petersburg

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Cities and Global Change

			
			



			Public Renaissance: Urban Cultures of Public Space between Early Modern Europe and the Present – S2617

			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage


			


			
			Inhabiting Urban Space and Sense of Place: the Heritage of 20th Century Neighborhoods in the Venice Metropolitan Area – S2618

			Maria Chiara Tosi & Giovanna Muzzi

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			Branding Cities: Cultural Heritage, Patrimony, and Historic Centers – S2619

			Roberto Dainotto

			Duke University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Tourism: Cinema and the Memory of Italy – S2620

			Roberto Dainotto

			Duke University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Urban Policy Analysis and Design – S2621

			Carlo Federico Dall’Omo & Francesco Musco

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			Extracting Ecological Heritage. The Incredible Rise of Marginal Territories in the Venice Lagoon – S2622

			Michela Pace & Mattia Bertin

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common – S2623

			Paolo Moro & Paolo Sommaggio

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage


			


		
			Specialization Track: Environmental Humanities

			
			


			
			Venice and the Environmental Humanities – S2624

			Shaul Bassi

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			Ecology and Technology as challenges of Ethics – S2625

			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			



			Understanding the Anthropocene through the Lens of Cinematic Imagination – S2626

			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			Waseda University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Artic Ecologies: History and Anthropology of the Russian North – S2627

			Valeria Vasilyeva

			European University at Saint Petersburg

			Course webpage

	