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 			About VIU
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			Venice International University (VIU) is something unique in the academic world – a consortium of 23 universities and research institutions from all over the world with an autonomous campus on the island of San Servolo, Venice, Italy.

			Universities today must play a strategic role in addressing the new global challenges: sustainable development, climate change, energy, food & water security, urban growth, ageing populations, innovation & technology, global ethics, protection of tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

			VIU’s academic and thematic programs adopt interdisciplinary approaches in an international context, nurturing the ability of students to develop different skills, to work across disciplines, to react with great flexibility with a broad intellectual range.

			The participants in the activities are mainly students of the member universities, although since its foundation in 1995, VIU has increasingly worked to develop and contribute to the research triangle of stakeholders – industry, academia and government – through the thematic programs on Sustainability (TEN), Innovation (TeDIS) and Ageing. Recently, this multi-stakeholder approach has expanded to include citizens and civil society. Their involvement has the potential to enrich research and policy development, offering valuable insights and solutions to address today’s global challenges.

			In the area of Sustainable Development, VIU is active in several important international networks, including Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), Associazione Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (ASviS), UN Global Compact and Global Compact Network Italia Foundation.

			
			


			
			Member Universities of VIU:

			Boston College – USA

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Italy

			Duke University – USA

			European University at St. Petersburg – Russia

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica – Italy

			Korea University – Korea

			KU Leuven – Belgium

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität – Germany

			Rice University - USA

			Sabancı University – Turkey

			Stellenbosch University – South Africa

			Tel Aviv University – Israel

			Tsinghua University – P.R. China

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Padova – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” – Italy

			Università Iuav di Venezia – Italy

			Université de Bordeaux – France

			Université de Lausanne – Switzerland

			University of Exeter – United Kingdom

			University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia – Italy

			Waseda University – Japan

			
			


			
			The Metropolitan City of Venice is also a member of VIU.

			The Italian Ministry for University Education and Scientific and Technological Research formally recognized the Venice International University consortium as an international center of higher education and research by Ministerial Decree on 23 October 1997.

 	
			
 			Globalization Program
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			Crossing borders

			Educating towards world citizenship

			

			
			Today’s globalized world needs flexible minds, able to move across disciplines, capable of tackling contemporary challenges with innovative humanistic approaches; recognizing the importance of environmental and economic sustainability and natural and cultural heritage; understanding, communicating and working with people from other cultures. VIU’s Globalization Program provides a response in this direction, promoting academic cooperation among partner universities from around the world, through academic programs, internships, seminars, workshops and conferences. In particular, the program provides students with an intense educational experience in Venice, in multicultural contexts, where global and comparative approaches are privileged, integrating the study of human heritage, creativity and imagination with the study of social relations and institutions.


			Multicultural, International & Interdisciplinary

			The Globalization Program brings together talented, motivated students from the member universities in a truly multicultural, international and interdisciplinary environment. Each semester over 100 students participate in the program as part of their degree in their home university. The interdisciplinary courses are English-taught by professors from the member universities.

			The program provides a powerful learning experience in which students develop their capacity for critical thinking and creative problem solving. Students of the Globalization Program are thus more prepared for graduate study and for careers in new and emerging fields. Students choose from a course offering of 25-28 courses:


			



			Core Topics

			Italy: courses that analyze Venetian and Italian life, culture, art and history:

			_ History of Venice

			_ Italian Contemporary History in Films

			_ Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			_ Italian for Foreigners


			


			
			Cultures of the World: courses that examine the cultures of the world; courses that make the most of the intercultural classroom:

			_ Intercultural Communication

			_ Gender Studies

			_ Comparing East and West


			


			
			Global Challenges: courses that address current, global issues, preferably from an interdisciplinary perspective:

			_ Identity, Heritage and Globalization

			_ Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights

			_ Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development


			


			
			Specialization Tracks: 3-6 courses will be available in each track and will vary each semester


			



			Economics, Management and Digital Technologies applied to Cultural Heritage

			The aim of this specialization track is to introduce students to concepts such as Natural and Cultural Heritage, both tangible and intangible; to the challenges posed by their management, preservation and development, in relation to development policies and/or citizenship issues. 3-5 courses are typically offered in this track.


			


			
			Science and Society

			The aim is to explore critically the role and impact of science, technology and innovation within society, and conversely how society, politics and culture affect scientific research and innovation. Courses may examine Science as a profession and the role of scientists as stakeholders within society, or may scrutinize the ethics of science, and explore the many relevant societal issues including science and education, science communication and civic engagement; the economics, sociology and anthropology of science; representation of science in literature and the arts; citizen science and open science; responsible research and innovation.


			


			
			History and Memory

			This specialization track is intended to offer opportunities to develop an up-to-date understanding of history, historical research and consciousness, Collective and individual memory and forgetting, with their ethical and political implications, in their micro and macro dimensions.


			


			
			Environmental Management and Sustainable Development

			The aim of this specialization track is to develop awareness of Sustainability concepts and issues, applied to the Environment and the Economy, learning about sustainable practices and management, adopting ethical and cultural approaches. Courses may provide tools of analysis of Environmental changes and of impact valuation (including digital tools), knowledge about policies, law and governance; climate change; sustainable energy; food and water security; corporate social responsibility and industrial ecology; the role of lead firms in fostering environmental innovation; justice and development.


			


			
			Cities and Global Change

			This specialization track focuses on the cities as places where human activities are concentrated, as the chief causes of, and solutions to, anthropogenic global change, providing students with a critical view on the nature of cities and social, economic, political, cultural global change, their interrelation, the way in which cities address problems and opportunities emerging from such change (climate change, transport and mobility, democracy and participation, education, multiculturalism, migration and population trends, tourism, land use, urban poverty) and the tools available for governance of change.


			


			
			Environmental Humanities

			This track aims to capture existing conjunctions across environmental philosophy, environmental history, ecocriticism, cultural geography, cultural anthropology, and political ecology, while also seeking to integrate debates thus far largely shaped by different disciplinary contexts. Environmental Humanities can help to organize humanistic research, to open up new forms of interdisciplinarity, both within the humanities and in collaboration with the social and natural sciences, and to shape public debate and policies on environmental issues.

			
			Academics

			The Globalization Program is a 15-week credit only program. Courses are 40-hours long (except Italian for Foreigners: 56 hours) and recognized for credit by member universities. Attendance is compulsory; a mid-term break allows independent travel in Italy and Europe. Courses have 20-25 students to facilitate group work and student presentations.

			
			Credit recognition

			All Member Universities recognize Globalization Program courses for credit. Each University defines the procedures by which courses are approved and how they can be inserted into a student’s degree program. Request further information about credits by writing to: student-services@univiu.org

			If you encounter difficulties in receiving credits for courses, please contact the Vice Dean for assistance.

			
			Admissions

			Students at the Italian member universities Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia, Università Iuav di Venezia, Università degli Studi di Padova and Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” may apply for the program directly with VIU by filling out the pre-registration form on VIU website.

			
			


			
			

			



			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia:

			Prof. Sara De Vido, sara.devido@unive.it

			Ketti Borille, incoming.mobility@unive.it (Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Exchange students only)

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Padova:

			Prof. Cristina Basso, cristina.basso@unipd.it

			Prof. Alessandra Gallerano, alessandra.gallerano@unipd.it

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”:

			Prof. Bianca Sulpasso, bianca.sulpasso@uniroma2.it

			Prof. Mirabela Salavastru, mirabela.salavastru@uniroma2.it

			
			



			Università Iuav di Venezia:

			Prof. Maria Chiara Tosi, mnrtso@iuav.it


			


			



			Students from all other universities must apply through the relevant office in their home university, as listed below:


			



			

			



			Boston College:

			Students must apply through the BC Office of International Programs.

			Kathryn Wright, wrightgu@bc.edu

			
			



			Duke University:

			Students must apply through the Duke Global Education Office for Undergraduates.

			Mariah Henderson, mariah.henderson@duke.edu

			
			



			European University of St. Petersburg:

			Prof. Natalia Mazur, nmazur@eu.spb.ru

			Olga Makarova, omakarova@eu.spb.ru

			
			



			Korea University:

			Students must apply through the Office of International Affairs.

			Hyunjoo Cho, outeurope@korea.ac.kr

			
			



			KU Leuven:

			Students must apply through the KU Leuven International Office.

			Laura Lenssen, laura.lenssen@kuleuven.be

			
			



			Ludwig Maximilians Universität:

			Students must apply through the LMU International Office.

			Administrative Advisor Philippa Menzel, Philippa.Menzel@verwaltung.uni-muenchen.de

			
			



			Rice University:

			Meredith Bonner, mallison@rice.edu

			
			



			Stellenbosch University:

			Students must apply through the Global Education Center.

			Angelo Mckerry, angelom@sun.ac.za

			
			



			Tel Aviv University:

			Students must apply through the Out Exchange Office.

			Ofir Ben Ezra, outexchange@tauex.tau.ac.il

			
			



			Tsinghua University:

			Aina Jiang, jiangaina@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn

			
			



			Université de Bordeaux:

			Malika Chazelas, International Mobility Office Manager, malika.chazelas@u-bordeaux.fr

			
			



			Université de Lausanne:

			Emmanuel Cenuse, emmanuel.cenuse@unil.ch

			
			



			University of Exeter:

			Students must apply through the Global Opportunities Team.

			outbound@exeter.ac.uk

			
			



			Sabancı University:

			Zeynep Ezgi Erdem, ezgi.erdem@sabanciuniv.edu

			Gulin Karahuseyinoglu, g.karahuseyinoglu@sabanciuniv.edu


			


			
			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca:

			Agnese Cofler, agnese.cofler@unimib.it

			
			



			Waseda University:

			Students must apply through the WU Center for International Education.

			cie-europe@list.waseda.jp

			Emi Itokawa, cie-outbound04@list.waseda.jp

			


			Online registration for courses

			If you are currently registered at one of VIU’s member universities and already know which courses you would like to take, you should pre-register and register for courses through on-line forms. Please visit our website: https://www.univiu.org/study/globalization-program/courses

			
			Tuition fees

			Students must be regularly enrolled in their home university and must pay regular tuition fees to their home university. No further fees are paid directly to Venice International University.

			
			Logistics & Accommodation

			Orientation is provided at the beginning of semester, with campus and city tours, information sessions on the courses, on immigration issues, and social activities.

			Accommodation is available on campus on the Island of San Servolo, situated in the Lagoon of Venice just 10 minutes by boat from Piazza San Marco. VIU also assists students in finding accommodation in apartments in Venice.

			
			Co-curricular Activities

			A rich variety of Co-curricular activities further enhances the educational mission of the program, through a plenary workshop, informal opportunities to debate topical issues, guest lectures, social and sporting events, weekly movie screenings, day trips and site-visits to the most important venues and sites of Venice and its hinterland, and locations related to the courses.

			
			Internship
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			VIU provides internship opportunities, mobility and scholarships to students of the member universities who attend the Globalization Program. Following the semester of courses at VIU, selected students are offered internships at research centers, universities, cultural organizations and companies in Italy and abroad.

			Each semester VIU publishes several calls for applications for the Internship and Mobility Program:

			
			


			
			1. Internships in Italy

			For bachelor’s and master’s students, including exchange students at Ca’ Foscari, Iuav, Padova and Tor Vergata who are attending the semester at VIU and who are interested in gaining practical experience and familiarity with working life and organizational dynamics of some of the most important research centers, companies and institutions whose activities are related to Globalization, Cultural Heritage and/or Sustainable Development. Most of the opportunities will be in the Venice area although some may be in other regions in Italy.


			



			Host institutions include, among others:

			_ Peggy Guggenheim Collection (1st semester call only)

			_ Vela SpA – Events division – Carnival of Venice

			_ City of Venice – International Relations Office

			_ Fondazione Musei Civici

			_ UNESCO – Venice office

			_ Marsilio Editori, publishing company

			_ CNR – Italian National Research Council

			_ We are Here Venice – non-profit association

			_ Iveser – Venetian Institute of History of the Resistance and Contemporary Society

			_ Ocean Space

			_ Spazio Punch

			_ Centro studi classicA – Iuav

			_ Smart Venice

			
			



			Scholarships are awarded to selected students to contribute to the costs of international travel and accommodation.

			For further information: globalization@univiu.org


			


			
			2. Erasmus+ Mobility for Studies
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			Venice International University, together with the Italian member universities is accredited as an Erasmus+ mobility consortium. Thus, students coming from member universities in other countries associated to the Erasmus+ programme* may have the opportunity to apply for an Erasmus+ grant to support their study at VIU.

			Erasmus+ grants are available to students in universities in other countries when specific projects have received funding from the Erasmus+ programme.


			


			
			For more information:

			erasmus@univiu.org

			
			VIULectures
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			The Globalization Program is intended to provide an impetus for original reflection on globalization within an international network that involves researchers, policy-makers, entrepreneurs, cultural institutions and regional institutions of the countries represented at Venice International University. Each semester VIU invites guest speakers to address topical themes at the Opening Ceremonies of the semesters and during the VIU Lectures series.

			
			
 	
  			VIU Campus


  			[image: Students gathering at VIU Campus]

		
			Classrooms and offices

			VIU academic and administrative offices are located in the main building near the entrance to the island, where there are also fully equipped classrooms and seminar rooms.

			
			Computer facilities and photocopying

			The VIU Card (available from Front Office) provides access to library, computer and photocopying facilities.

			The PC Room is open to all VIU professors and students, 24 hours a day. PCs are connected to the Internet and have the suite of Microsoft Office programs installed. There are also workstations for laptops and Wi-Fi is available.

			VIU also has a highly advanced Apple Mac Computer Lab for integrating digital technologies in the academic courses. The 3D modeling, visualization, and mapping technologies installed enable students to engage with questions of change over time and dynamic process in urban and rural environments. The programs available include 3D modeling using SketchUp, 3D acquisition using Photogrammetry, interactive mapping with Google Earth, Scalar, and the basics of arcGIS related to Google Earth.

			There are four photocopiers in the VIU main building (Library, zone 6, zone 7).

			
			Housing and dining

			There are residential halls with over 200 places on the island of San Servolo. There are also laundry facilities, a restaurant which is open every day for breakfast and lunch, and a bar.

			
			Libraries and Resources

			The VIU Library catalogue is online at: http://library.univiu.org

			The VIU Library is in the main building and the collection includes reference books, textbooks, dictionaries, reviews, magazines and a collection of DVDs. The Library is open for lending from Monday to Friday (check notice board for hours).

			Course materials are available through VIU e-learning platform: https://elearning.univiu.org, where professors upload materials, resources and assignments for their courses. Access is restricted to registered students.

			VIU students also have access to libraries and facilities in Venice. This guide includes a list of libraries in Venice including opening hours, location and resources available.

			
			Venice

			The location chosen for the program, Venice, offers to non-Venetian students the opportunity of temporarily living in a world heritage city, with a great concentration of art, architecture and history.

			Having been a great merchant city and a political myth, and, at the same time, a capital of humanism and a literary myth, it is the perfect placing for the school and its mission. But it is not only the signs of the past, which make Venice interesting for students and professors. The city is a living machine in a unique setting, based on water, which represents an alternative urban and social concept, embracing several islands in the lagoon, as well as the estuary and the mainland.

			The city offers the possibility of experiencing contemporary challenges of environmental and economic sustainability and the effects of global traveling, providing resources and fieldwork opportunities for various kinds of courses, considering also its role as administrative capital of the most dynamic industrial region of Italy, as the site of one of the most important World Film Festivals and as a growing center of international contemporary arts exhibitions.

			VIU also aims, through its activities and collaborations, to contribute to the cultural and political debate on this extraordinary metropolitan area.

 	
  			Courses

 	
 			Course List
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			Italy


			History of Venice – S2601

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films – S2602

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – S2603

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – S2604

			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage

			

			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication. How do you Communicate Interculturally from a Cultural Perspective – S2605

			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			


			
			Gender Studies: Gender Across the Life Cycle in Italy – S2606

			Eugenia Georges

			Rice University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Comparing East and West. Beyond East and West. A Comparative Study of Heroes in Global Popular Culture – S2607

			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			Waseda University

			Course webpage

			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Rule of Law and the Identity of the West (1500-2025) – S2608

			Randall Lesaffer

			KU Leuven

			Course webpage


			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Guarding the Doors of Hell. Regulating War and Peace and History – S2609

			Randall Lesaffer

			KU Leuven

			Course webpage


			



			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development – S2610

			Paolo Graziano

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Environmental Management and Sustainable Development

			
			


			
			People, Networks and Systems in the light of Sustainable Management – S2611

			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata

			Course webpage


			


			
			Navigating Sustainability Crisis through Design Thinking and Business Model Innovation – S2612

			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata

			Course webpage


			



			Indigenous Peoples, Local Communities and Natural Resources in Europe and Beyond – S2613

			Gretchen Walters

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage


			



			Biodiversity Conservation from International to Local Policy and Practice – S2614

			Gretchen Walters

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage


			



			The Mediterranean Diet: Food, History, Culture, Health – S2615

			Eugenia Georges

			Rice University

			Course webpage


			



			Anthropology of Space and Mobility in Uneven Worlds – S2616

			Valeria Vasilyeva

			European University at Saint Petersburg

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Cities and Global Change

			
			



			Public Renaissance: Urban Cultures of Public Space between Early Modern Europe and the Present – S2617

			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage


			


			
			Inhabiting Urban Space and Sense of Place: the Heritage of 20th Century Neighborhoods in the Venice Metropolitan Area – S2618

			Maria Chiara Tosi & Giovanna Muzzi

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			Branding Cities: Cultural Heritage, Patrimony, and Historic Centers – S2619

			Roberto Dainotto

			Duke University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Tourism: Cinema and the Memory of Italy – S2620

			Roberto Dainotto

			Duke University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Urban Policy Analysis and Design – S2621

			Carlo Federico Dall’Omo & Francesco Musco

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			Extracting Ecological Heritage. The Incredible Rise of Marginal Territories in the Venice Lagoon – S2622

			Michela Pace & Mattia Bertin

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common – S2623

			Paolo Moro & Paolo Sommaggio

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage


			


		
			Specialization Track: Environmental Humanities

			
			


			
			Venice and the Environmental Humanities – S2624

			Shaul Bassi

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			Ecology and Technology as challenges of Ethics – S2625

			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			



			Understanding the Anthropocene through the Lens of Cinematic Imagination – S2626

			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			Waseda University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Artic Ecologies: History and Anthropology of the Russian North – S2627

			Valeria Vasilyeva

			European University at Saint Petersburg

			Course webpage

	
 			
 			History of Venice – S2601

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description

			Various things make Venice a place of interest: the fact that it was built on waters and marshy lands; the way its inhabitants shaped the Lagoon and managed the environment; the relationship with Byzantium and the East; the way it became the capital of a merchant empire; its role as a center of the printing industry, art production and Humanism; its development into a city of pleasure; the sudden loss of independence; the 19th Century cultural myth of its death; its rebirth with the Risorgimento of Italy; the creation of a new urban order, from the industrial port of Marghera to the beach resort at the Lido; the great social transformation of the 1950s-1970s, which produced a crisis of Greater Venice; the development into a “theme-park”; the way the city still presents an alternative notion of urban space.

			The course covers all of these themes through wide use of multimedia sources (images, videos, music), attempting to provide a broad introduction to ways to look at the history of this place. Its structure will not be chronological, but thematic. The main focus will be on the relationship between the environmental setting, morphology of the city, social life, political institutions. Students will be exposed to an idea of history as social construction.

			The course will involve site visits (Ghetto, Ducal Palace, MoSE and Industrial Port).

			Students are expected to contribute to class, through two short oral presentations, which can take the form of either an article review or research report, and a final research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Topics can range from Literature to Economics, from Law to Cinema. Past themes have included: Venice and the Fourth Crusade, Venetian Courtesans, Marco Polo, The Bostonians in Venice, Contemporary Arts in Venice, Venice and Mass Tourism, Contemporary Environmental Policies. Students will also be asked to act as discussants after one of the presentations by their peers. 

			In the presentations, group work mixing nationalities will be encouraged. Research papers must include bibliographical references and notes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance and in-class participation

			_ 10% discussion of one of the oral presentations by peers

			_ 20% first oral presentation in class

			_ 20% second oral presentation in class

			_ 40% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Part One (Week 1-4)

			
			The Urban Form – A City Built on Water, Machine for Living

			
			


			
			1) Venice’s global image, stereotypes and replicas; Venice as a machine for living; history of cisterns; city setting (brackish water and muds); 

			2) ancient legendary narratives of foundation (Attila and 421); 

			3) modern historiographic narratives (Maritime Venice, Rivo Altus, Lombards and Byzantines); 

			4) more recent environmental narratives (arm wrestle between rivers and sea, Eraclea and Metamaucum, invention of the Lagoon); 

			5) building the city (maps, toponyms, songs); 

			6) urban maintenance and preservation (including: the city as work of art in progress)

			

			
			Part Two (Week 5-8)

			
			Venice and Modernity – A City which Lived Violent Industrialization and Extreme “Post-Modern” Processes

			
			


			
			1) industrialization, futurism and port Marghera; 

			2) greater Venice, de-industrialization, green tree strategy; 

			3) high tide of 1966 and the rediscovery of the Lagoon; 

			4) sustainable Venice, climate change and MoSE (the mobile dams to protect Venice from the rising sea level); 

			5) privatization and liberalization, “Veniceland”, the tourist boom and its effects, residents’ resistance;

			6) international institutions (Biennale etc.), opportunities of Venice as a cosmopolitan city, capital of handcrafts and contemporary art

			

			
			Part Three (Week 9-12)

			
			Historical Heritage – A Merchant Aristocratic Republic

			
			


			
			1) rise of Venetian trade and power (726-1204 the complex relation with Byzantium, from the first acclaimed doge to the fourth crusade); 

			2) expansion (1204-1453 rivalry with Genoese and Ottomans in the Mediterranean, conquest of the Terraferma); 

			3) “decline” (1453-1797 myths and realities, end of expansion in Terraferma, Ottoman take overs in the Mediterranean, Venetian pacifist diplomacy, plagues, conservatism, end of the Republic of Venice); 

			4) political system, carnival in Ancient Venice; 

			5) welfare, Church/State relations; 

			6) death and Risorgimento of Venice (French, Austrian dominations, 1848 revolution)
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			Ortalli, G. & Scarabello, G. (1999). A Short History of Venice. Pacini Editore (126 pages). The best very brief and reliable chronological synthesis of Venice as a city-State and power, widely available, by two scholars of Ca’ Foscari University.

			Plant, M. (2003). Venice: Fragile City 1797-1997. Yale University Press (424 pages). This illustrated book encompasses politics, culture and architecture of the city after the fall of the Republic, using also Italian scholarly research. The author is Professor Emeritus in Art History in Melbourne, Australia.

			We Are Here Venice (WAHV) (2020). Whose City Is It Anyway?. WAHV (43 pages). Rigorous analysis of the present situation of Venice in terms of Housing, Employment and Services under the pressure of over tourism. WAHV is a Third Sector Organisation (TSO), dedicated to the conservation of Venice as a living city, founded in 2015. see resource

			

 	
			
 			Italian Contemporary History in Films – S2602

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description


			The course introduces to modern Italian politics, society, and culture in a historical and comparative perspective – while exposing students to classics of Italian cinema. Discussions, lectures and presentations will revolve around eleven Italian fiction movies: Il Gattopardo (1963) by Luchino Visconti (based on Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa), Amarcord (1973) by Federico Fellini, Il Conformista (1970) by Bernardo Bertolucci (based on Alberto Moravia), Vincere (2009) by Marco Bellocchio, La Notte di San Lorenzo (1982) by Paolo e Vittorio Taviani, La Pelle (1981) by Liliana Cavani (based on Curzio Malaparte), Don Camillo (1952) by Julien Duvivier (based on Giovanni Guareschi), Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore (1972) by Lina Wertmueller, Tano da morire (1997) by Roberta Torre, Il Caimano (2006) by Nanni Moretti and Loro (2018) by Paolo Sorrentino.

			The idea is that films can be useful as a starting point for historical discourses, as documents of the time in which they were made, as historiographical texts on the period in which they are set and as historical agents, as they can be constantly reinterpreted and can influence culture in different successive moments. They can also be useful because they talk about individuals, daily life, family and personal relations; they involve a “mise-en-scene” which makes history much closer to life and oblige to discuss events and phenomena also at a micro level, bringing in themes related to gender, family, and collective psychology.

			The period covered by the course spans from 1796 to 2023, i.e. from the process of Nation-Building to the Present. Like Germany and unlike Spain, Italy is a new nation-State. The beginning of the process of unification can be traced back to the Napoleonic Age, which saw the diffusion of ideals of Liberalism, Democracy and Nationalism. The foundation of the new Kingdom (1861) was followed by attempts to forge a common identity in the context of a liberal but conservative State, which set the basis of the first industrialization. After the Great War, the peninsula saw the rise of the first Fascist Regime in Europe, as a result of an alliance between Mussolini, the Monarchy and the Catholic Church. The military defeat and the 1943-45 Civil War, paved the way for a Republic, characterized by a blocked political system with the Catholic Party in power and the largest Communist Party in the West on the opposition. In 1992-94 judges’ investigation and arrests of corrupt politicians contributed to a revolution in the party system, which founded the present political landscape. The course shall also deal with issues like: Church/State relations and the influence of Catholicism, origins and development of the Mafia, North-South divide, social transformations, emigration and immigration, 1968 movements, economic miracle and development of the Made in Italy, controversies over Berlusconi. The general focus will be on the relationship between politics and society.

			Students are expected to contribute to class, discussing all movies, coordinating discussion of one, doing an oral presentation and writing a research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Research papers must include bibliographical references and footnotes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance

			_ 20% participation in film discussion

			_ 20% contribution leading the conversation

			_ 20% oral presentation in class

			_ 30% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The course will be divided into six units:


			


			
			1) The Unification and its aftermath 1796–1871 / Il Gattopardo (weeks 1-2)

			2) The Fascist Regime 1922–1939 / Amarcord, Il Conformista, Vincere (weeks 3-5)

			3) Fascism, War, Resistance, Liberation 1939–1945 / La Notte di San Lorenzo, La Pelle (weeks 5-7)

			4) Postwar and Cold War 1946–1952 / Don Camillo (weeks 7-8)

			5) Economic Miracle, Mafia, 1968 and the 1970s / Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore, Tano da morire (weeks 9-10)

			6) Postfordism and crisis of democracy 1980–2013 / Il Caimano, Loro (weeks 11-12)

			

			

			
			



			
			Bibliography


			Note: all books are available in the VIU Library.


			



			Cinema and history (methodology)

			Sorlin, P. (1980). The Film in History: Restaging the Past. Noble Books.


			



			Italian cinema (quick reference for all movies, like a dictionary)

			Bondanella, P.E. (2009). A History of Italian Cinema. Continuum.

			Cottino Jones, M. (2010). Women, Desire, and Power in Italian Cinema. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Lichtner, G. (2013). Fascism in Italian Cinema Since 1945: The Politics and Aesthetics of Memory. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Reich, J. (2004). Beyond the Latin Lover: Marcello Mastroianni, Masculinity, and Italian Cinema. Indiana University Press.

			Restivo, A. (2002). The Cinema of Economic Miracles: Visuality and Modernization in the Italian Art Film. Duke University Press.

			Rocchio, V.F. (1999). Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism. University of Texas Press.

			
			



			Italian history and culture (books with useful material for context of all the movies)

			Forgacs, D. & Lumley, R. (eds.) (1996). Italian Cultural Studies: An Introduction. Oxford University Press.

			Holmes, G. (ed.) (1997). The Illustrated Oxford History of Italy. Oxford University Press.


			



			Other readings will be suggested in class, depending on the interest of participants.

			

 	
			
 			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – S2603

			
			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			

						
			
			Quick links


			
			
					Beginner level
					Intermediate level
					Upper Intermediate level
				
			

			

			

			
			



			Beginner level

			(A1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is addressed to beginner students who have no knowledge of the Italian language. Although reading and writing will be important, significant emphasis in class will be placed on speaking and listening. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. At the end of the course, students will be able to communicate in most everyday situations, using basic vocabulary and grammar.

			
			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			



			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Definitive and indefinite articles

			_ Simple present tense (regular verbs, three conjugations –are –ere –ire)

			_ Irregular verbs: essere, avere, andare, fare, bere, rimanere, venire, uscire

			_ Verbs Dovere (to have to, must) Potere (can, to be able to) Volere (to want)

			_ Use of ci (there)

			_ Simple past (perfect tense)

			_ Possessive adjectives and pronouns

			_ Use of the verb Piacere (to like)

			_ Reflexive pronouns

			_ Introduction to direct object pronouns

			_ Use of the simple prepositions and prepositions with article

			_ Imperative

			_ Conjunctions e (and) ma (but) mentre (while) quando (when) perché (why, because)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Identification: name, nationality..., introducing oneself, personal habits

			_ Asking and answering information

			_ Offering something, inviting someone, accepting, refusing

			_ Situations: in class, at the bar, at the station, at the restaurant, in a store, a language school, in a hotel

			_ Talking about family, describing people and items, telling a brief story in the past tense

			_ Asking for explanations about words or linguistic questions

			_ Expressing preferences

			_ Expressing pleasure and displeasure

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Messages (listening to a message on an answering machine, to the radio)

			_ Interviews (radio, TV)

			_ Video (movies, TV)

			_ Advertisements

			_ Songs

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Timetables

			_ Menu

			_ Memorandum

			_ Post cards and letters to friends

			_ Diary

			_ Recipes

			_ Short biographies

			_ Short announcements

			_ Advertisements

			_ Comics

			_ Short instructions

			_ Catalogues

			_ Fieldtrip schedules or cultural programs

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			Readings concerning:

			_ Studying and learning a foreign language

			_ Everyday life situations

			_ Cities and means of transportation

			_ Space, forms, dimensions, quantity

			_ Time

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Filling in an enrolment form

			_ Writing a message

			_ Writing a post card

			_ Writing a diary page

			_ Writing an informal letter

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			
			Intermediate level

			(B1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is a continuation of ‘Italian Beginners’. Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous course. This language course is designed so that students can practice their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does.

			During classes, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student. Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Class will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Review of simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Review of simple past

			_ Review of simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare + gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Telling stories and events in the past

			_ Describing weather

			_ Giving and asking for advice or instructions

			_ Describing situations, places and people

			_ Making a phone call

			_ Organizing a trip

			_ Asking permission

			_ Giving an opinion

			_ Making projects for the future

			_ Apologizing

			_ Making a proposal and inviting

			_ Accepting and refusing

			_ Complaining

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Weather report

			_ Songs

			_ Phone calls

			_ Videos

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing a letter to a friend or a relative

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Invitations

			_ Announcements

			_ Stories

			_ Short literature passages

			_ Tourist information

			_ Horoscopes

			_ Short newspaper articles

			_ How to write a letter of complaint

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Stories

			_ Phone calls

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Post cards

			_ Informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Stories

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			

			Upper Intermediate level

			(B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)

			
			


			
			This course is composed of classes dedicated to further developing such skills as: formulating opinions; making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material; narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes; reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences.

			Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous courses.

			This language course will allow students to reinforce their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. During classes, students will produce some written documents concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students). Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in more open-ended conversation. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			Review of:

			_ Simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Simple past

			_ Simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare+gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns (che, chi)

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			



			Introduction to:

			_ relative pronouns (cui)

			_ subjunctive (present, past)

			_ conditional (present, past)

			_ impersonal (si impersonale con verbi riflessivi)

			_ conditional clause (primo e secondo tipo)

			_ in-depth examination of prepositions

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Formulating opinions

			_ Making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material

			_ Narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes

			_ Reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Songs

			_ Videos and movies sequences

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing formal and informal letters

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Announcements

			_ Narrative passages

			_ Newspaper and magazine articles

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Tales

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			Formal and informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Tales

				_ Summarizing a narrative text

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani, Un giorno in Italia and Magari).

			

			
			
 	
			
 			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – S2604

					
			



			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter

			


			


			
			Course description

			The Italian city is the crucible for creativity that forged the Renaissance. To this day, Italy is defined by sharp contrasts and distinctions between cities and regions. Local pride and identity is wrapped up in these distinctions and even has a name, campanilismo – pride in your belltower, your place. Taking Venice as its focus, this course looks at the period (c. 1400–1580) in which the cultural variety of Italian cities really took form and came to be expressed in visual and verbal terms.

			The poet and scholar Francesco Petrarca described Venice as mundus alter (another world), and there is little doubt that the city’s unique character was expressed visually through art and architecture. Venice forms the central case study for this course. We will also explore through comparison to such centres as Florence, Siena and Rome how the Serenissima’s distinctive character was forged through contrast to and assimilation of innovations in urban form, architecture, paintings and ritual events that combine to shape identities of place. With a focus on architecture and urbanism, the course explores how through the Renaissance period diverse traditions – from the Byzantine East, from classical and humanist Rome, but also innovations developed in Florence – contributed to the city’s artistic development.

			Throughout the course painting and sculpture will be analyzed through context, with consideration to civic, religious, domestic and public space. The structure is thematic, as opposed to chronological, in part to make the material more accessible to a wider range of students, although the focus remains the history of art and architecture of this remarkable city.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the art and architectural history of Renaissance Italian cities, and Venice in particular.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the concepts of urban/cultural identity and choices.

			_ Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the key recent debates and issues that underlie the study of Italian Renaissance urban culture.

			_ Demonstrate familiarity with the history of various forms of cultural expression in the context of Renaissance Venice.

			_ Recognize and operate basic art-historical terminology and concepts.

			_ Detailed knowledge of the places, buildings and artworks examined in class.

			_ Ability to produce and present a research paper involving visual analysis, reading of scholarly publications, and critical thinking.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Lectures are structured around illustrated presentations, for which students are assigned weekly reading tasks.

			Site visits include small group presentations.

			Students are expected to take part in class discussion on themed topics and will produce both individual and group research work.

			Site visits are integral to this course and will include Piazza San Marco, the churches of San Zaccaria, Santa Maria dei Miracoli and San Giorgio Maggiore, Ca’ d’Oro, the Scuola di San Giorgio degli Schiavoni, Scuola Grande di San Marco, and the Gallerie dell’Accademia, and guided walks to selected parts of the city.

					
			



			Assessment

			The course will be delivered through a combination of lectures and site visits.

			Site visits should be understood to be classes “on location” and are not optional. A number will include small group presentations.

			Students are expected to take part in class discussion on themed topics and will produce both individual and group research work.

			Listed under “syllabus” are the main themes for each week. As there are two classes per week, the structure for classes will be:

			Class 1: There is one lecture each week, which will have a relatively open and interactive format, intended to respond to queries and issues as we go along. The final 30 minutes will be a structured discussion based on one assigned reading.

			Class 2: There are 10 site visit classes; again, a brief reading will be required as preparation. 5 of these classes include small group presentations on case examples related to class themes. One co-curricular visit is included in the course delivery.

			In addition to class contribution, each student will agree (in discussion with the professor) a research topic for the final research paper. A formative piece of work is produced in the week following the reading week to define this topic.

					
			



			The final grade will be based on:

			_ Attendance, contribution to discussions and the course activities (20%).

			_ In class group presentation, with short individual written submission (feedback provided; 30%).

			_ Final research paper (the Campo exercise): short class presentation during the exam week and written version to be handed in the week before (50%).

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1. Renaissance and Renaissances in Italy: ideal cities?

			Visit: San Marco, church and museum

					
			



			Week 2. Mundus alter. Local identity and the fashioning of urban image

			Visit: Museo Correr

				
			



			Week 3. Civic and collective identities

			Visit: piazza San Marco

					
			



			Week 4. Commercial vocations: mobility and trade

			Visit: Rialto and Grand Canal

					
			



			Week 5. Urban armature: infrastructure and urban form

			Visit: Arsenale

					
			



			Week 6. Neighbourhood and community: parish churches

			Visit: San Zaccaria and San Giorgio degli Schiavoni

					
			



			Week 7. Private identity and the urban élite: palaces and the Grand Canal

			Visit: Ca’ d’Oro and San Giovani Crisostomo

					
			



			Week 8. Guilds, charity and poor relief: institutional and collective duty

			Visit: Santa Maria dei Miracoli and Scuola Grande di San Marco

					
			



			Week 9. Outsiders, mobility and assimilation

			Visit: Accademia

					
			



			Week 10. Venice reborn: Sansovino and Roman classicism

			Visit: the Ghetto

					
			



			Week 11. Andrea Palladio and a new architecture

			Visit: Churches of il Redentore and San Giorgio Maggiore

					
			



			Week 12. Renaissance Reloaded: rethinking the city today through politics, entertainment and tourism

			Additional visit (co-curricular): Palladio in the Veneto: villa Malcontenta, Villa Emo at Fanzolo and/or Villa Barbaro at Maser.

			Option to join day trip to Ravenna.

			

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Ackerman, J. (1966). Palladio. Penguin, chapter 2, “Villas”, pp. 36–80. view pdf

			Burke, P. (2013). The Italian Renaissance: Culture and society in Italy. Polity.

			Fortini Brown, P. (1997). Art and life in Renaissance Venice. Harry N. Abrams.

			Howard, D. (2002). The architectural history of Venice. Yale University Press.

			Nichols, T. (2016). Renaissance art in Venice: From tradition to individualism. Laurence King.

			Welch, E. (1997). Art and society in Italy, 1350–1500. Oxford University Press.

			

 	
			
 			Intercultural Communication. How do you Communicate Interculturally from a Cultural Perspective – S2605

					
			



			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			


			



			Course description

			Is there an overarching point of view from which one can argue interculturally without falling back into one’s own cultural perspective? And can marginalized people participate in intercultural communication, something Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak doubts? In such a case, do they have to resort to public forms of protest, as Judith Butler advocates? Or are cultures not closed systems, as Homi K. Bhabha assumes, but rather arise through constant communication and the differences that this opens up. Would this be an opportunity for intercultural communication? Or does colonialism prevent this through its post-colonial after-effects, as Benita Parry assumes?

			For Jaspers, one must believe in the effectiveness of communication, which he describes as the all-encompassing, which at the same time implies a religious belief. For Habermas, intercultural and religious communication opens up the universality of reason, which is a product of the European Enlightenment. According to Rawls, one should leave this liberal reason behind, if one wants to reach a point of view that mediates opposites as an overwhelming consensus. In Rorty’s sense, one must pragmatically speak different vocabularies, including culturally different ones. For Camus’s Mediterranean thought, this would be possible from a local perspective as it draws connections across the Mediterranean. For Lévinas, the stranger who one will never understand, including the cultural other, calls us to take responsibility for him. Or does the connection between racism and sexism, which was already pointed out by the former slave Sojourner Truth in the 19th century, still prevent responsibility and communication today? For Hannah Arendt, people are different, not the same, differences that can only be overcome through communication. Would that be an easy solution? Is intercultural communication actually not a problem? Or is it simply impossible? An unattainable ideal! Empirically speaking, sometimes yes, but not always!

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			The seminar is intended to introduce these approaches and put them up for discussion. The extent to which culturally different answers are given will be exciting.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			No prior knowledge required: basic course for students of all faculties.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Discourse; statements; lecture of the students taking into account topics from the country of origin; discussions; reading and analyzing texts in the seminar together; possibly intercultural working groups occupied with special themes, presentations or panel discussions; possibly via internet comparisons of television image design in the students’ countries of origin: intercultural communication with pictures, paintings.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Presentation: 50%.

			_ Final written exam at the end: 50%; no midterm exam.

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Arendt, H. (1976). The origins of totalitarianism. Penguin Modern Classics.

			Bhabha, H.K. (1994). The location of culture. Routledge.

			Butler, J. (1999). Letter to the editor in response to Terry Eagleton’s “In the Gaudy supermarket”. London Review of Books, 21(13). read resource

			— (2015). Notes toward a performative theory of assembly. Harvard University Press.

			Camus, A. (1956). The rebel. Vintage Books.

			Dewulf, J. (2024). “Reading Sojourner Truth’s Narrative (1850) as a pioneering literary denouncement of Dutch colonialism”. In Krimmer, E. & Zhang, C. (eds.), Gender and German colonialism: Intimacies, accountabilities, intersections (Routledge Research in Gender and History; Vol. 53). Routledge.

			Douglass, F. (1994). Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, an American slave. In Gates Jr., H.L. (ed.), Douglass: Autobiographies. Library of America.

			Eagleton, T. (1999). “In the Gaudy supermarket”. London Review of Books, 21(10). read resource

			Habermas, J. (1987). The philosophical discourse of modernity. MIT Press.

			Lévinas, E. (1991). Totality and infinity. Books.

			MacCabe, C. (1988). “Foreword”. In Spivak, G.C. (ed.), In other worlds: Essays in cultural politics. Routledge.

			Morton, S. (2003). Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. Routledge.

			Parry, B. (1987). “Problems in current theories of colonial discourse”. Oxford Literary Review.

			Rawls, J. (1993). Political liberalism. Columbia University Press.

			Rorty, R. (1989). Contingency, irony, solidarity. Cambridge University Press.

			Spivak, G.C. (1988). “Can the subaltern speak?”. In Nelson, C. & Grossberg, L. (eds.), Marxism and the interpretation of culture (pp. 66–111). University of Illinois Press.

			— (1988). In other worlds: Essays in cultural politics. Routledge.

			— (1990). The post-colonial critic: Interviews, strategies, dialogues. Routledge.

			— (1999). A critique of postcolonial reason: Toward a history of the vanishing present. Harvard University Press.

			— (2012). An aesthetic education in the era of globalization. Harvard University Press.

			Truth, S. (2018). Narrative of Sojourner Truth, a northern slave. e-artnow.

			

 	
 			
 			Gender Studies: Gender Across the Life Cycle in Italy – S2606

					
			



			Eugenia Georges

			Rice University

			

				
			



			Course description

			This course uses an anthropological lens to explore how gender is culturally constructed and renegotiated across different life stages in Italy. The course examines how traditional notions of femininity and masculinity, the family, childhood, adolescence, adulthood and old age have evolved due to socio-economic shifts, political changes, and broader global influences. Through readings and discussions of ethnographic case studies, students will learn to analyze how intersecting factors like regional identity, class, and religion shape the lived experiences of Italians throughout their lives. The course uses an interdisciplinary approach, incorporating scholarly articles, films, and ethnographic studies.

			Course format: Seminar-style with lectures, guest speakers, films, and experiential learning activities.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Outline major social and cultural changes in Italy since World War II that have influenced gender roles.

			_ Analyze how gender is shaped by socio-cultural, political, and economic factors across different life stages, from childhood to old age.

			_ Interpret key anthropological concepts such as kinship, gender performance, and social reproduction within the Italian context.

			_ Critically assess ethnographic texts and other media (films, documentaries) to understand the diversity of Italian gender attitudes.

			_ Apply an intersectional perspective to analyze how gender interacts with class, regional identity, and migration in Italy.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Class participation (10%) and preparation of class discussion questions for one weekly topic (10% Active engagement in seminar discussions is crucial for exploring course topics.

			_ Ethnographic journal (25%): Students will keep a weekly journal reflecting on course readings and media, connecting themes to observations of gender dynamics in everyday life or media representations.

			_ A short paper (approx. 5 pp.) on a life cycle ritual of your choice (25%): for example, baptism, weddings, first communion, confirmation, diciottesimo (18th birthday), funerals. Describe traditional rituals and their recent transformations (e.g., the trend away from burials and toward cremation).

			_ Final project (approx. 8 pp.): A research-based final project on a specific topic related to gender and the life cycle in Italy (30%). This can take the form of a traditional research paper or a creative/ethnographic project (e.g., a mini documentary, a photographic essay).

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1: Gender and the family in contemporary Italian culture and society through the lens of anthropology
	
			
			Readings

			Ben-Yehoyada, N., Cabot, H. & Silverstein, P. (2020). “Introduction: Remapping Mediterranean Anthropology”. In Ben-Yehoyada, N. & Silverstein, P., The Mediterranean Redux: Ethnography, Theory, Politics. Routledge.

			Filippucci, P. (1996). “Anthropological Perspectives on Culture”. In Forgacs, D. & Lumley, R. (eds.), Italian Cultural Studies: An Introduction. Oxford U. Press, pp. 52–72.

			Heywood, P. (ed.) (2025). “Introduction”. In New Anthropologies of Italy: Politics, History and Culture. Berghahn Books. (Chapters on migration and its impact on gender and family.)

			Viazzo, P. (2017). “Anthropology and Ethnology in Italy: Historical Development, Current Orientations, and Problems of Recognition”. In Barrera-González, A., Heintz, M. & Horolets, A. (eds.), European Anthropologies. Oxford U. Press.

			


			Week 2: Empty cradles: contraception, very low fertility and the demographic crisis

			
			Readings

			Kara, G. (2007). “De-Constructing ‘Choice’: The Social Imperative and Women’s Use of the Birth Control Pill”. Culture, Sexuality & Choice, 9(1), pp. 43–54.

			Krause, E. (2004). Chapter 1, “Population Politics, Cultural Struggles”; Chapter 6, “Gendered Myths, Gendered Strife”. In A Crisis of Births: Population Politics and Family Making in Italy. Wadsworth.

			Schneider, J. (1991). “Sex and Respectability in an Age of Fertility Decline: A Sicilian Case Study”. Social Science and Medicine, 33(8), pp. 885–895.

			


			Week 3: Making families: childbirth, motherhood and fatherhood

			
			Readings

			Hayes, S. (1998). Chapter 1, “Why Can’t a Mother Be More Like a Businessman?”; Chapter 5, “Intensive Mothering: Women’s Work on Behalf of the Sacred Child”. In The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood. Yale University Press.

			Lombardi, L. et al. (2015). “Reproductive Technologies and ‘Social Infertility’ in Italy: Gender Policy and Inequality”. In Kantsa, V., Zanini, G. & Papadopoulou, L. (eds.), (In)Fertile Citizens: Anthropological and Legal Challenges of Assised Reproductive Technologies. (In)FERCIT, pp. 117–130.

			Spina, E. (2023). “The Several Faces of the Medicalization of Birth: Italy and its Peculiarities”. Frontiers in Sociology, 8, pp. 1–13.

			


			Week 4: Women’s work and childcare
	
			
			Readings

			Buscemi, F. (2014). “Television as a Trattoria: Constructing the Woman in the Kitchen on Italian Food Shows”. European Journal of Communication, 29(3), pp. 304–318.

			Parreñas, R. (2000). “Migrant Filipina Domestic Workers and the International Division of Reproductive Labor”. Gender & Society, 14(4), pp. 560–580.

			Ruspini, E. (2025). “Role and Perceptions of Women in Perceptions of Women in Contemporary Italy”. In Mammone, A. et al., The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Italy: History, Politics, Society. Routledge.

			Sarti, R. (2010). “Who Cares for Me? Grandparents, Nannies and Babysitters Caring for Children in Contemporary Italy”. Paedagogica Historica, 46(6), pp. 789–902.

				
			



			Film

			Chain of Love. Directed by Marije Meerman. New York: Icarus Films, 2001.

			Ehtnographic on Filipina Childcare Workers in Italy.

			


			Week 5: Gendered socialization: childhood and youth

			
			Readings

			Formato, F. (2019). Gender, Discourse and Ideology in Italian. Springer.

			Mauriello, M. (2022). An Anthropology of Gender Variance and Trans Experience in Naples: Beauty in Transit. Palgrave.

			Ruspini, E. (2012). “Girls, Boys, Money: Economic Socialization, Gender and Generations in Italy”. International Review of Sociology, 22(3), pp. 514–529.

			Silva, R. et al. (2024). “Everything changes but nothing changes: gender stereotypes in the Italian population”. Archives of Women’s Mental Health, 27(4), pp. 1–9.

			


			Week 6: Between adolescent and adulthood: waithood in Italy

			
			Readings

			Argentin, G. (2015). “New Generation at a Crossroads: Decline or Change? Young People in Italy and Their Transformation Since the Nineties”. In Mammone, A. et al., The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Italy: History, Politics, Society. Routledge.

			Ginsborg, P. (2001). “Families and Consumption”. In Italy and Its Discontents: Family, Civil Society, State 1980–2001. Palgrave, pp. 68–93.

			Saraceno, C. (2014). “Being Young in Italy: The Paradoxes of a Familistic Society”. The European Journal of Social Quality, 2(2), pp. 120–132.

			Tintori, G. & Colucci, M. (2015). “From Manpower to Brain Drain? Emigration and the Italian State, Between Past and Present”. In Mammone, A. et al., The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Italy: History, Politics, Society. Routledge.

			


			Week 7: Women and men at work and in the family. Discuss your research projects and applying anthropological methods

			
			Readings

			Bosoni, M. et al. (2016). “Between Change and Continuity: Fathers and Work-Life Balance in Italy”. In Ruspini, E. & Crespi, I., Balancing Work and Family in a Changing Society: The Fathers’ Perspective. Palgrave.

			Russell, B.H. (2018). Research Methods in Anthropology. Rowman & Littlefield, 6th edition. (Chapters 8 and 11.)

			Counihan, C.M. (2004). “Commensality, Family and Community”. In Around the Tuscan Table: Food, Family and Gender in Twentieth Century Florence. Routledge, pp. 117–138.

			Pandolfini, V. (2014). “Families, Care and Work in European Mediterranean Countries: Findings and Lessons from a Comparative Analysis of Work-Life Balance Policies”. Italian Sociological Review, 4, pp. 93–116.

			


			Week 8: Fatherhood and masculinity

			
			Readings

			Bosoni, M. (2014). “‘Breadwinners’ or Involved Fathers? Men, Fathers and Work in Italy”. Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 45(2), p. 293.

			Cannito, M. (2019). “Beyond ‘Traditional’ and ‘New’: An Attempt of Redefinition of Contemporary Fatherhoods through Discursive Practices and Practices of Care”. Men and Masculinities, 23(3-4), pp. 661–679.

			Ruspini, E. & Crespi, I. (2016). Balancing Work and Family in a Changing Society: The Fathers’ Perspective. Palgrave.

			


			Week 9: Reproduction, politics and family law

			
			Readings

			Bracke, M. (2017). “Feminism, the State, and the Centrality of Reproduction: Abortion Struggles in Italy”. Social History, 42(4).

			Hanafin, P. (2013). “Law, Biopolitics and Reproductive Citizenship: The Case of Assisted Reproduction in Italy”. Tecnoscienza – Italian Journal of Science & Technology Studies, 4(1), pp. 45–67.

			Marchesi, M. (2012). “Reproducing Italians: Contested Biopolitics in the Age of ‘Replacement Anxiety’”. Anthropology & Medicine, 19(2).

			


			Week 10: Migration, citizenship and national identity

			
			Readings

			Heywood, P. (ed.) (2025). “Introduction”. In New Anthropologies of Italy: Politics, History and Culture. Berghahn Books. (Chapters on migration and its impact on gender and family.)

			Lombardi-Diop, C. & Romeo, C. (2012). Postcolonial Italy: Challenging National Homogeneity. Palgrave. (Chapters 1-2.)

			


			Week 11: Aging in Italy and caring for elders

			
			Readings

			Da Roit, B. et al. (2007). “Changing Intergenerational Solidarities within Families in a Mediterranean Welfare State: Elderly Care in Italy”. Current Sociology, 55(2).

			Di Rosa, M. et al. (2012). “The Impact of Migrant Work in the Elder Care Sector: Recent Trends and Empirical Evidence in Italy”. European Journal of Social Work, 15(1), pp. 9–27.

			Lyon, D. (2006). “Organization of Care Work in Italy: Gender and Migrant Labor in the New Economy”. Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies, 13, pp. 207–224.

			


			Week 12: Presentations of research projects and course conclusion

			
			Final Presentations: students present the findings from their class projects to the class.

			Review of the course and a final discussion on how gender norms in Italy are continuing to evolve in the 21st century.
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			Silva, R. et al. (2024). “Everything changes but nothing changes: gender stereotypes in the Italian population”. Archives of Women’s Mental Health, 27(4), pp. 1–9.
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			Film

			Chain of Love. Directed by Marije Meerman. New York: Icarus Films, 2001.

			

 	
 			
 			Comparing East and West. Beyond East and West. A Comparative Study of Heroes in Global Popular Culture – S2607

					
			



			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			Waseda University

			

				
			



			Course description

			The images of heroes are ubiquitous in popular culture. They are indispensable for movies, television serials, other forms of popular narratives. While it is not difficult to find common traits and characteristics among many popular heroes, there are also many diverse types. These differences are sometimes nothing more than superficial variations, providing seemingly a cornucopia of choices for fans and consumers eager to find heroes that best match their personal interest and taste. Yet when heroes produced by different societies are compared to each other, we often discover that their images are hardly homogeneous or uniform. This is not surprising because heroes are closely linked to the cultural values and traditions of the society in which they are produced.

			This course is intended to introduce students to comparative cultural criticism of the East and the West by focusing on the images of heroes in popular culture and subcultures. We will primarily

			examine heroes in Japanese anime and Hollywood movies. The first part of the course deals with Japanese and Hollywood movies as two major representatives of global popular culture. To further narrow down the scope of our examination, we will more specifically focus on the internationally known Japanese anime franchises and the Marvel superhero films and DC Comics movies. The anime heroes to be examined include, but not limited to, Shinji (Evangelion), Motoko (Ghost in the Shell), Ashitaka (Princess Mononoke), Madoka (Puella Magi Madoka Magica), Akane (Psycho-Pass), Eren (Attack on Titan), Tanjiro and the Hashira (Demon Slayer), and Itadori (Jujutsu Kaisen).

			As for Hollywood superheroes, we will scrutinize, among others, Batman, Superman, Spider-Man, and the Avengers. In addition, some antiheroes will be discussed for comparison (e.g., Eren in Attack on Titan and the Joker). We are interested in exploring what qualities are regarded essential for heroes in Japanese anime and Hollywood superhero movies, what cultural values underlie those qualities, what the differences between anime heroes and Hollywood superheroes can possibly tell us about the cultural traditions and values of Japanese and American societies.

			In the second part of the course, the focus will be shifted to the popular heroes’ travel across the cultural boundaries of the East and the West. We will take up the case of the 1970s’ Japanese anime UFO Robot Grendizer, which enjoyed enormous popularity in such places as France, Italy, and Arabicspeaking countries. If time permits, another 1970s’ Japanese anime Voltes V will be discussed in relation Voltes V: Legacy, a Philippine live action television serial made in 2023. These examples do not prove the universality of Japanese anime heroes; instead, they show that the boundary separating the East and the West is highly permeable, and that hybridization has always been an engine of creativity in global popular culture.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students will learn how to discuss and analyze popular culture not as a fan but as a critical observer. This course introduces them to the basic methods of comparative cultural criticism and cross-cultural understanding between the East and the West. They will learn not only the similarities and differences between Japanese and American heroes but also the never-ending process of hybridization that problematizes a rigid dichotomy of the East and the West.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Combination of lectures and discussions. There will be a weekly reading assignment.

					
			



			Assessment

			Students will be asked to give at least one class presentation on the assigned reading and/or film. The following is the percentage of the overall grade assigned to each evaluation:

			_ A (10–25%)

			_ B (25–40%)

			_ C (25–40%)

			_ D (5–10%)

			_ F (0–5%)

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Brown, J.A. (2017). The modern superhero in film and television: Popular genre and American culture. Routledge.

			Burke, L. (2015). The comic book adaptation: Exploring modern Hollywood’s leading genre. University Press of Mississippi.

			Clements, J. (2023). Anime: A history (2nd ed.). Bloomsbury.

			Napier, S.J. (2018). Miyazakiworld: A life in art. Yale University Press.

			Roudometof, V. (2016). Glocalization: A critical introduction. Routledge.

			Ruh, B. (2014). Stray dog of anime: The films of Mamoru Oshii. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Secker, T. & Jenkins, T. (2021). Superheroes, movies, and the state: How the US government shapes cinematic universes. University Press of Kansas.

			Tasker, Y. (2015). The Hollywood action and adventure film. Wiley Blackwell.

			

 	
 			
 			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Rule of Law and the Identity of the West (1500-2025) – S2608

					
			



			Randall Lesaffer

			KU Leuven

			

				
			



			Course description

			The “rule of law”, that idea that the free arbiter of public power is restrained by law, forms a core tenet of the political and cultural identity of Europe and the West. This course offers a history of this idea, and its many manifestations in the legal order of Europe and the West, from the 16th century to the present. By embedding constitutional history in both its political and cultural contexts, it shows how “the rule of law” is an inextricable part, both cause and consequence, of the identity of the political and cultural spaces we call “Europe” and “the West”. Through the double processes of colonization and decolonization, it also became – a contested – part of the global order of the 20th and 21st centuries and forms an important historic heritage of the West.

			The course does offer a bird’s eye on general developments all over Europe and the West, but zooms in on moments of crisis, rapid change, and revolution in particular countries, which are exemplary for Europe-wide evolutions in different periods of history. This allows the embedding of constitutional changes deeply into narratives about power elites’ political, economic, religious, and cultural agendas as well as considering the concrete impact of political theories and cultural movements – such as humanism, Enlightenment rationalism, romanticism – on key actors and their actions. The aim is to distinguish between changes that were contingent on political contexts and the slow gestation of institutions and abstract doctrines over time. In this manner, a teleological view on the development of the current Western constitutional model of market democracy is avoided; current concerns about its decay are historically framed. The present-day model of market democracy appears as just another, transient form of law-based constitutional and constitutionalist government that needs partial reform rather than despair for its future. As such, the course aims to better arm students to understand the current challenges that seem to threaten, within and without the West, democracy and the rule of law.

			The lectures combine national, constitutional perspectives with reflections on international order and the process of globalization. The close interdependencies between national and international legal orders are discussed.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students have

			_ A general knowledge and understanding of the historical development of European and Western constitutional history, and the role of colonization and imperialism in its global impact.

			_ An insight into the interactions between political and economic power and legal order.

			_ An insight into the interactions between cultural ideas and legal order, and the central role of law in the identity and global impact of Europe and the West.

			_ A grasp of the major ideas of key constitutional-political thinkers and their relevance such as Luther, Bodin, Grotius, Hobbes, Locke, Bossuet, Domat, Smith, Sièyes, Constant, Marx, Lenin, Kelsen, Landis or Dürig.

			_ A grasp of the interactions in the ideas of these thinkers and those of leading humanists, empiricists, rationalists, romanticists, and positivists.

			_ The ability to reflect in an informed and critical manner about the current crisis of the Western constitutional model and frame it against the backdrop of historical knowledge.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There is no specific preliminary knowledge about legal or political history required.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Students are expected to read the literature for the week in advance of class and to make notes of the subjects they want to see discussed in more depth in class. The lectures make ample use of historical texts, projected on screen, that are analyzed in order to discover and unearth the most salient points.

					
			



			Assessment

			The evaluation consists of three parts:

			_ Student participation (activity and relevance): 10 % before midterm, 10 % after midterm.

			_ Paper and presentation: students choose a written constitution, historic or current, of a certain country. They write a reflection (app. 4,000 words) about core constitutional questions such as democracy, fundamental rights, separation of powers, the role of the judiciary, and hierarchy of norms, relating this to the political backgrounds of the drafting (40 % of the grade).

			_ Students turn in their papers by 3 May. The papers are presented (10 minutes) and discussed in class.

			_ Open-book, written exam with essay questions. Students are given 4 questions of which they can choose any 2 to answer (40 % of the grade).

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			The course begins with an overture that explains the current Western constitutional model in terms of four pillars: rule of law, pluralist democracy, fundamental rights, and free market economy. It begins at the end, with the Western victory at the end of the Cold War (week 1).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Western constitutional model” (Chap. 1). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Week 2

			
			In the following 11 weeks, the narrative follows a largely chronological course, beginning with the collapse of the late-medieval order of the Christian commonwealth in the 16th century, caused by the Reformation and the rise of humanism (week 2).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The collapse of the Christian Commonwealth and the rise of the dynastic state” (Chap. 2). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 3–4

			
			It then zooms in on the model of the dynastic state, through a study of the two, theoretically opposing constitutional mechanisms that were simultaneously deployed under the long reign of Louis XIV in France against the backdrop of the Baroque Contra-Reformation: transactional management of elite rights (week 3) and legislative absolutism (week 4).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Old Regime in France under Louis XIV: The dynastic state” (Chap. 4). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			— “The Old Regime in France under Louis XIV: Absolutism” (Chap. 5). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Week 5

			
			Week 5 is devoted to the British constitutional conflict between king and parliaments of the 17th century. This closes the part of Old Regime Europe.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The British Revolution” (Chap. 6). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 6–7

			
			Part II “Nation-states and empires” cover the late 18th century to the First World War. It covers the American (week 6) and French (week 7) revolutions, as the two birth acts of the nation-state, and discusses the relative impact of the Enlightenment and romanticism.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The American Revolution” (Chap. 7). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The French Revolution” (Chap. 8). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 8–9

			
			An analysis of the Belgian revolution and the emergence of a nation-state with a bourgeois ideology and culture (week 8) and lectures on the globalization of the European system in the context of imperialism (regarding China) and colonialism (with regard to Congo) in week 9 follow.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Belgian Revolution and the bourgeois nation-state” (Chap. 9). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			— “Imperialism and colonialism” (Chap. 10). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Week 10

			
			The part of the 20th century focuses on the North-Atlantic Revolution, the formation of the North-Atlantic world between the Great Depression and the late 1950s under US leadership. This is preceded by lectures on the Russian Revolution and the Soviet Union (week 10).

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The Russian Revolution” (Chap. 11). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			


			Weeks 11–12

			
			Week 11 is devoted to the international legal order of the Atlantic world; week 12 is to the emergence of the social welfare state and the related rise of the administrative-expert state and judicial social engineering.

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2023). “The North-Atlantic Revolution: The rise of a liberal world order” (Chap. 12). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			— “The North-Atlantic Revolution: The welfare-state” (Chap. 13). In The rule of law: A constitutional history of the West. Edward Elgar Publishing.

			

			

			

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			The prescribed literature for this course consists of (parts of) twelve draft chapters of the English version of a forthcoming book The Rule of Law: A Constitutional History of the West by the lecturer of the course. The chapters are made available on Moodle to the students but are for their personal use only. It will be indicated on the powerpoints for each week (to be made available to the students on Moodle a week in advance) which pages from the chapters are to be studied.

			

 	
			
 			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Guarding the Doors of Hell. Regulating War and Peace and History – S2609
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			Course description

			Justifying war and securing peace have been major subjects for legal thought and practical regulation since the beginning of recorded history. For most of this vast period, and in most civilizations, the conceptualization and organization of restoring and ensuring peace have been premised on the legal conception of war. As long as war was considered, as it has been for over two millennia in the European tradition, as an instrument for the pursuance of rights, peace could not be construed as legally unbreakable. This approach to war also informed the rules on waging war, which dictate the behavior of belligerents and the level of protection of both combatants and non-combatants during war. As such, concerns about humanity have generally taken second place, not only in practice but also in the theoretical construction of the law, throughout the ages.

			The 20th century has been marked by a veritable revolution in international law with regard to the laws of war- and peacemaking. Between the Covenant of the League of Nations and the Charter of the United Nations, the right to war was first restricted and then overturned by a general prohibition for states to resort to war or to lesser forms of use of force. This revolution was largely concomitant to the rise of humanitarian concerns, which led to the emergence of international humanitarian law. While this was meant to constitute a radical break with the past, both in state practice and legal doctrine, old traditions, ideas, and doctrines persist. This has thrown the law about war and peace, arguably the most significant part of the politico-legal constitution of the world in disarray. The uncertainty has been exacerbated by the rise of internal armed conflicts and the “War on Terror”, leaving the institutions and proponents of a world order and international law badly armed to provide peace and security today. In this context, concerns about international humanitarian law and human rights law have sometimes become double-edged, in that more human forms of warfare serve as platforms to argue for the perpetuity of limited forms of “warfare”.

			This course introduces students to one of the core historical subjects of the normative regulation and organization of international order. It discusses the historical development of the laws and institutions for making war and peace from Antiquity to the present war in Ukraine. It integrates theoretical reflections by legal and political thinkers with the practices of rulers, governments, and diplomats for the justification of war and the making of peace.

			The course covers the Ancient Near East, classical Greece and Rome before moving to the Christian and Islamic world in the Middle Ages. The course gives ample attention to the crucial developments in the Early Modern Age, both with regard to the development of the sovereign state and European colonization and empire-building outside Europa. It then turns to modern international law and imperialism in the nineteenth century. The Covenant and Charter eras are discussed in depth. The course ends with several recent case studies.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students have:

			_ A general understanding of the historical development of major doctrines and institutions about the justification of war, the waging of war, and the making of peace.

			_ An understanding of the current international law and order on these subjects.

			_ An insight into the place of legal norms and institutions in geopolitical decision-making about war and peace.

			_ An insight into the current security challenges for the global order that partially arise from the disorganization of the international legal system.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There is no specific preliminary knowledge about international law or international history required.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Students are expected to read the literature for the week in advance of class and to take note of the subjects they want to see discussed in more depth in class. The lectures make ample use of historical texts, projected on screen, which are analyzed to discover and unearth the most salient points.

					
			



			Assessment

			The evaluation consists of three parts:

			_ Student participation (activity and relevance): 10 % before midterm, 10 % after midterm

			_ Paper (app. 4.000 words): students choose a war or a peace treaty and analyze it with regard to the normative framework applied in their source. Students give a brief ten-minute presentation of the key findings of their paper, followed by a class discussion (40 % of the grade, divided 30/10). Students turn in their papers by 3 May.

			_ Open-book, written exam with 2 essay questions (40 % of the grade). Students receive 4 questions and can choose any 2 to answer.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1: Introduction to the “laws of war and peace” and early beginnings

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 13–38.

			


			Week 2: The Roman legacy

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (in preparation). “Chapter 3: The Greek and Roman World (600 BCE-650 CE)”. In Id. (ed.), Sources to the History of International Law in Europe and the West, only section 2: The Roman conceptions of international law.

			


			Week 3: The medieval just war doctrine

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 45-76

			Lesaffer, R. (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 773-777.

			— (in preparation). “Chapter 5: Late-medieval Europe (1000-1453)”. In Id. (ed.), Sources to the History of International Law in Europe and the West, only introductions to sections 1 and 2.

			


			Week 4: The crusades and the Spanish conquests in America

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (in preparation). “Chapter 5: Late-medieval Europe (1000-1453)”. In Id. (ed.), Sources to the History of International Law in Europe and the West, entire section 3.

			


			Week 5: The classical law of nations (1500-1800)

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2025). “The law of nations in Renaissance Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 3–57). Cambridge University Press.

			— (2025). “The law of nations in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 381–420). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 6: Just and legal war under the classical law of nations

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2021). “The laws of war- and peace-making”. In Lesaffer, R. & Nijman, J.E. (eds.), The Cambridge companion to Hugo Grotius (pp. 433–456). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 7: Peacemaking in early modern Europe

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2025). “Peacemaking in Renaissance Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 232–262). Cambridge University Press.

			— (2025). “Peacemaking in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 581–619). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 8: Aggression under the classical law of nations

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 777–789.

			— (2025). “War and the use of force in Old Regime Europe”. In Lesaffer, R. (ed.), The Cambridge history of international law (Vol. 6: International law in early modern Europe, pp. 495–516). Cambridge University Press.

			


			Week 9: A century of anarchy (1815-1918)?

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 215–249.

			Lesaffer, R. (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 789-798.

			


			Week 10: Towards the jus contra bellum (1899-1940)

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 285–313.

			Lesaffer, R. (2017). Peace through law: The Hague Peace Conferences and the rise of the ius contra bellum. In Abbenhuis, M., Barber, C.E. & Higgins, A.R. (eds.), War, peace and international order? The legacies of the Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907 (pp. 31–51). Routledge.

			— (2018). “Aggression before Versailles”. European Journal of International Law, 29(3), pp. 773–808: 789-808.

			


			Week 11: The Charter Era (1945-present): general use of force law and its development

			
			Readings

			Neff, S.C. (2005). War and the law of nations: A general history. Cambridge University Press, pp. 314–356.

			


			Week 12: The Charter Era (1945-present): recent cases

			
			Readings

			Lesaffer, R. (forthcoming). A new world order? Peace, war and international law at the end of history (draft chapter).
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			Course description

			The course is aimed at providing basic knowledge about global governancedecision-making processes, institutions and core topics. The courseisdividedin two parts. The first part is devoted to an introduction to global politicsandglobal decision-making which will allow the students to better understandglobal political affairs and global policies. The second part of thecourseisdevoted more specifically to the international organizations and factors involved in global governance and the policies and means through whichthey(tryto)influence national decisionmakers.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ 40% oral presentations or written assignments

			_ 60% written exam


			


					
			
			Syllabus


			Week 1. Understanding global governance and politics

			
			Readings

			Castells, M. (2005). “Global Governance and Global Politics”. PS: Political Science & Politics, 38(1), pp. 9–16.

			Wullwuber, J. (2018). “Constructing Hegemony in Global Politics. A Discourse – Theoretical Approach to Policy Analysis”. Administrative Theory & Praxis, 41(2), pp. 148–167.

			


			Week 2. Understanding global decision-making: Globalization vs. Europeanization?

			
			Readings

			Graziano, P. (2003). “Europeanization or Globalization? A Framework for Empirical Research (With Some Evidence from the Italian Case)”. Global Social Policy, 3(2), pp. 173–184.

			Ladi, S. (2006). “Globalization and Europeanization: Analyzing Change”. IBEI Working Papers, 4.

			


			Week 3. The global policy cycle and policy design

			
			Readings

			Daviter, F. (2019). “Policy Analysis in the Face of Complexity: What Kind of Knowledge to Tackle Wicked Problems?”. Public Policy and Administration, 34(1), pp. 62–82.

			Howlett, M. (2017). “The Criteria for Effective Policy Design: Character and Context in Policy Instrument Choice”. Journal of Asian Public Policy, 11(3), pp. 245–266.

			Van Buuren, A. et al. (2020). “Improving Public Policy and Administration: Exploring the Potential of Design”. Policy and Politics: An International Journal, 48(1), pp. 3–19.

			


			Week 4. Global agenda setting and policy formulation

			
			Readings

			Gneiting, U. (2016). “From Global Agenda-Setting to Domestic Implementation: Successes and Challenges of the Global Health Network on Tobacco Control”. Health Policy Plan, 31(Suppl. 1), pp. 74–86.

			Guo, L. & Vargo, C.J. (2017). “Global Intermedia Agenda Setting: A Big Data Analysis of International News Flow”. Journal of Communication, 67(4), pp. 499–520.

			


			Week 5. Global policy adoption and policy implementation

			
			Readings

			Croese, S. et al. (2021). “Bringing the Global to the Local: The Challenges of Multilevel Governance for Global Policy Implementation in Africa”. International Journal of Urban Sustainable Development, 13(3), pp. 435–447.

			Jeddi Yeganeh, A., McCoy, A.P. & Schenk, T. (2020). “Determinants of Climate Change Policy Adoption: A Meta-Analysis”. Urban Climate, 31.

			


			Week 6. Participation to VIU workshop


			Week 7. Global policy evaluation

			
			Readings

			DeGroff, A. & Cargo, M. (2009). “Policy Implementation: Implications for Evaluation”. New Directions for Evaluation, 124, pp. 47–60.

			Schoenefeld, J. & Jordan, A. (2017). “Governing Policy Evaluation? Towards a New Typology”. Evaluation, 23(3), pp. 274–293.

			


			Weeks 8–10. International Organizations

			
			Readings

			Barnett, M.N. & Finnemore, M. (1999). “The Politics, Power, and Pathologies of International Organizations”. International Organization, 53(4), pp. 699–732.

			Clark, R. & Dolan, L.R. (2021). “Pleasing the Principal: U.S. Influence in World Bank Policymaking”. American Journal of Political Science, 65(1), pp. 36–51.

			Lee, S.-H. & Woo, B. (2020). “IMF = I’M Fired! IMF Program Participation, Political Systems, and Workers’ Rights”. Political Studies, 69(3), pp. 514–537.

			Putnam, R.D. (1988). “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games”. International Organization, 42(3), pp. 427–460.

			Silva, V. (2021). “The ILO and the Future of Work: The Politics of Global Labour Policy”. Global Social Policy, 22(2), pp. 341–358.

			


			Week 11. The European Union

			
			Readings

			Bengtsson, L. & Elgstrom, O. (2012). “Conflicting Role Conceptions? The European Union in Global Politics”. Foreign Policy Analysis, 8, pp. 93-108.

			Bouris, D., Fisher-Onar, N. & Huber, D.V. (2025). “Towards Allyship in Diversity? Critical Perspectives on the European Union’s Global Role”. Journal of Common Market Studies, 63(5), pp. 1393–1419.

			


			Week 12. Students’ Presentations
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Course description

			Being a sustainable company requires the ability to manage people by fostering creativity and innovation; to collaborate in value networks to generate holistic value; and to constantly consider the “big picture”, with the environment and society as the main stakeholders.

			The course will start with some activities to value sustainability, equity and nature; then, the role of organizational culture in realizing sustainability will be explored. Concepts such as empowerment, leadership, diversity, collaboration, inclusion, creativity, organisational learning and learning organisation will be presented, highlighting how these can be interpreted in order to realise a sustainable company. Practical examples and classroom activities will be realized.

			Next, the course will highlight the role of value networks to generate sustainable value. Different concepts will be explored to clarify how to manage the supply chain, value chain and networks in a sustainable and circular manner. In this context, also the role of consumers will be clarified. The shadows of current supply chains, such as fast-fashion or food chains, will be discussed.

			The role of digital technologies will be studied as well as the importance of reliable and traceable data to support sustainability among the multiple actors involved in sustainable value generation. Teaching cases will be used to support the understanding and study of this part of the course, with a focus on critical thinking and problem framing.

			The course will then delve into systems, starting with the concept of systems thinking. After understanding what systems are and how to know and understand them, the course will highlight the role of policies in activating innovative dynamics to achieve sustainability. To foster future literacy and political agency, students will be involved in the analysis of policies and laws with the aim of predicting their potential impact on the various components of sustainable management.

			Finally, the course will focus on the importance of assessing impacts to ensure the sustainability of the system and how this can be done. Metrics, tools and strategies for assessing and managing outcomes and impacts will be explained. Students will engage in a project-based activity that will require them to consider potential rebound effects and explore metrics and strategies to evaluate the outcomes and impacts of a specific sustainable innovation.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course the students:

			_ Should demonstrate knowledge and understanding in challenges and practices of sustainable management.

			_ Could apply their knowledge and understanding in different types of organizations to achieve sustainability and positive impact at system level.

			_ Should have the ability to navigate through complex issues adopting innovative approaches and tools.

			_ Could communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialist and non-specialist audiences.

			_ Should have developed those learning skills that are necessary for them to continue to undertake more advanced courses or further study with a high degree of autonomy.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There are no prerequisites for the course: even without a background in management, students will be able to take the course, as all topics will be covered in an ascending logic.

			
			



			Assessment

			_ 10 % Participation during seminars (debate, analysis of the documents, etc.)

			_ 50% Project-based activity (group work activity)

			_ 40 % Business case analysis (individual activity)
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Course description

			The primary goal of this course is twofold. Firstly, to elucidate several fundamental concepts essential for navigating the Sustainability Crisis. Secondly, to establish a connection between these concepts and the realm of Business Model Innovation. Key principles such as Complexity, Systems Thinking, Organizational-Ecosystem Embeddedness, and Regeneration will serve as the foundational elements for constructing a new lexicon of sustainability. Subsequently, building upon the overarching concept of Innovation for Sustainability, the course will delve deeply and practically into the process of innovating a Business Model, particularly emphasizing the perspective of Holistic Value.

			Additionally, students will develop the ability to critically analyze processes of Unsustainable Decision-Making and Business Practices. At the outset, students will delve into the true essence of Sustainability, conceptualizing it as the pursuit of Dynamic Equilibrium at the systemic level. In this phase, they will gain insights into Systemic Views, Wicked Problems, Complexity, Design Thinking, Agility, Paradoxes, Life Cycle Thinking, and Integrated Thinking. Following this, the course will pivot towards a Business Perspective, examining various types of responses implemented by businesses through concrete examples. Students will explore in-depth Regenerative Business Strategies and the Social Ecological Systems Perspective.

			Throughout the duration of the course, the concept of Business Models will be thoroughly examined, alongside tools such as the Business Model Canvas and its Social, Sustainable, and Regenerative versions. Engaging in Project-Based Activities, students will learn how to innovate a Business Model to generate Sustainable Value. Students will apply the Design Thinking approach and utilize a variety of tools, including Context Maps, Value Proposition Canvas, Bold Steps Vision Canvas, Material Flow Perspectives, Value Networks, and Partnership Canvas. At the end of the course, students will present and discuss their Innovative Business Ideas, elucidating the anticipated impact at the systemic level.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course the students:

			_ Should demonstrate knowledge and understanding in sustainability and business model innovation.

			_ Could apply their knowledge and understanding in different types of organizations in particular concerning how to use design thinking to develop sustainable innovations.

			_ Should have the ability to navigate through complex issues such as sustainability also using different approaches and tools.

			_ Could communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialist and non-specialist audiences.

			_ Should have developed those learning skills that are necessary for them to continue to undertake more advanced courses or further study with a high degree of autonomy.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There are no prerequisites for the course: even without a background in management, students will be able to take the course, as all topics will be covered in an ascending logic.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course includes a variety of teaching methods: from traditional lectures and seminars to cooperative learning, case-based learning, project-based learning and discussions.

			
			



			Assessment

			_ 10 % Participation during seminars (debate, analysis of the documents, etc.)

			_ 50% Project-based activity (group work activity)

			_ 40 % Business case analysis (individual activity)
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Course description

			Territories and areas that Indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs) govern, manage and conserve are increasingly recognized by scientists, international agencies, nongovernmental and grassroots organizations, as key to a sustainable planet. Hundreds of thousands of such areas exist globally, covering millions of square kilometers of land and seascapes on all five continents, contributing to the conservation and sustainable use of a significant proportion of the world’s natural resources and biodiversity. However, these systems are under threats and often have little to no formal recognition or support from nation-state governments. These territories are called by many local names (e.g. cayolars, regole, beni communali, sections de commune, patriziati) in Europe, but can be classified under the rubric of “commons”, which are geographical areas where groups of people collectively manage their resources.

			Commons as a concept was first misunderstood as a case of mismanagement of open access resources by Hardin, an idea which unfortunately gained a lot of attention. Later, Elinor Ostrom, laureate of a Nobel prize for her work on these institutions, helped us to understand that commons are rules-based institutions which ensure the future of a shared resource; her 8 rules of common property institutions guide commons work around the world. In Europe we see active commons movements in both rural and urban areas.

			In this course, we will explore the challenges of IPLCs and various movements by these groups to defend their rights. Globally we will explore famous cases from the Amazon such as the Sarayaku and the Sacred Headwaters Initiative, then at the European level we will explore cases from Spain, Finland, France, and Switzerland, and finally considering the Italian case. Italy and its legal reforms in the last 7 years are a stellar example of how legal change can support recognition for commons and the people who depend on them. We will discuss global movements and associations such as the ICCA Consortium and the International Association for the Studying of the Commons, amongst others.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will understand the struggles of IPLCs generally, but also through specific examples from around the world. They will have an understanding of the European context, and specifically of the Italian one. They will be able to apply this learning to cases from their home countries or regions.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			None.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			Teaching will be a mixture of classic teaching, discussion groups around key works, and a field visit to an Italian common called a “regole” in the nearby area, and guest speakers (via Zoom) who work with Italian commons (e.g. Marco Bassi of the Università degli Studi di Palermo, current coordinator of Europe’s ICCA network; Cristina Dalla Torre, EURAC; Miriam Tola, John Cabot University-Rome).

			
			



			Assessment

			Evaluation will be done through:

			_ Group work, where students apply Ostrom’s 8 rules to a common of their choice, and present this work orally in class (40% of the grade).

			_ Individual work submit a 5 page document where students will present a common from their home region, assessing its challenges and opportunities (60%).
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			Course description

			Biodiversity is increasingly threatened worldwide. Global policy agreements and actors try to reduce this threat through various instruments, including parks (in their various forms) and through collaborations with local actors. However, conservation is often hindered by its colonial history and a lack of diversity in conservation values, including respect for local and traditional knowledge.

			The aim of this course is to provide students with elements for reflection and analysis concerning contemporary debates on nature conservation and protection and sustainability. The course looks at definitions as well as historical and cultural aspects of nature conservation and the implementation of various protected areas (from community to government led) around the world. It also uses examples and case studies to address current management issues in nature protection. Venice is an ideal place in which to teach this course: it shelters a UNESCO World Heritage Site as well as several marine protected areas. We will specifically use field trips to these different areas to understand the local challenges of conservation.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will understand current global trends in biodiversity policy and how it impacts local areas, be able to apply IUCN tools such as those on governance and the protected area typology, and understand the application of these policies and tools to the case of different parks in and around the Venice Lagoon.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			Teaching will be a mixture of classic teaching, discussion groups around key works, films and online interview extracts from conservation field, and field visits to a Venice lagune marine park (there are several), and to the UNESCO World Heritage center in Venice.

			
			



			Assessment

			Evaluation will be done through:

			_ Group work, where students apply IUCN conservation tools concerning protected area governance to the Venice lagune parks, and present this work orally in class (40% of the grade).

			_ Individual work submit a 5 page document where students will assess a protected area from their home country including its challenges and opportunities for collaborative governance of conservation landscapes (60%).
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		Course description

			The term “Mediterranean diet” was first coined in the mid-20th century by American scientist Ancel Keys, yet the foodways it describes are thousands of years old. This course will use an anthropological lens to explore the origins, cultural meanings, and health effects of the diet. We will critically analyze scientific and public interest in this dietary pattern, from Keys’ foundational Seven Countries Study to modern debates about health equity, sustainability and the global food system, with a special focus on the bioregion of Venice and its lagoon. Through readings, discussions, and assignments, students will gain a deeper understanding of how food and diet shape human biology, society, and culture.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Explain the historical and environmental factors that shaped traditional Mediterranean foodways.

			_ Analyze the social, political, cultural and ritual meanings of food and commensality in Mediterranean societies.

			_ Critically evaluate the scientific research on the health effects of the Mediterranean diet, including its limitations and cultural biases.

			_ Apply key anthropological concepts, such as political ecology, foodways, ritual, and biocultural adaptation, to the study of food and health.

			_ Conduct basic ethnographic research on food practices and analyze the data qualitatively.

			_ Discuss the challenges and future of the Mediterranean diet in the context of globalization, sustainability, and health equity.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			This course will be a combination of lectures, readings, films, discussions and one-on-one meetings with me to assist you in designing and conducting your research projects. Each class will begin with a lecture to introduce fundamental topics and concepts, followed by class discussion of the assigned readings and films. During each session, students are encouraged to share their perspectives and to engage in critical thinking, analysis, and applications of the course materials.

			
			



			Assessment

			_ Weekly reading responses (10%): Short, reflective responses (1-2 pages) to the weekly readings, posted on the course website. These should engage with a key concept or argument from the texts.

			_ Discussion leaders (10%): For each class, a discussion leader will prepare a set of discussion questions and be responsible for guiding the class discussion.

			_ Ethnographic food journal (30%): A 6-week project requiring students to keep a detailed ethnographic journal of their own dietary habits, including preparation, consumption, and social context. This will be submitted as a structured portfolio at the end of the course and may include visual materials as well as text.

			_ Research paper (30%): An 8-10 page research paper exploring an anthropological aspect of the Mediterranean diet. Topics might include the history of a specific ingredient (e.g., olive oil), the cultural significance of a regional dish, or the sociopolitical factors affecting health outcomes.

			_ Final presentation (20%): A 10–15 minute presentation summarizing the findings of the research paper and ethnographic journal.

			
			



			
			Syllabus

			
			Part 1: The Foundations of the Mediterranean Diet

			
			Week 1. Introduction to the Anthropology of Food and Food Studies

			
			Topic: Key concepts, methods, defining the Mediterranean diet, the role of anthropology in understanding human-diet relationships.

			
			Readings

			Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (2013). “Introduction”. In Eaed. (eds.), Food and culture: A reader. Routledge.

			Levi-Strauss, C. (2013). “The culinary triangle”. In Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (eds.), Food and culture: A reader. Routledge, pp. 36-43.

			Miller, J. & Deutsch, J. (2009). “Narrative research in food studies”. In Food studies: An introduction to research methods. Bloomsbury Press.

			Sutton, D.E. (2001). “The Mediterranean”. In Id., Remembrance of repasts: An anthropology of food and memory. Berg Publishers.

			

			


			Week 2. Historical Origins of the Mediterranean Diet I: The Ancient and Medieval World

			
			Topic: The rise of agriculture in the Mediterranean Basin; Ancient Civilizations of Greece and Rome and the Barbarians, Arab influences.

			
			Readings

			Arnoni, Y. & Berry, E.M. (2011). “The Middle Eastern and biblical origins of the Mediterranean diet”. Public Health Nutrition, 14(12A), pp. 2288–2295.

			Capurso, A. (2024). “The Mediterranean diet: a historical perspective”. Aging, Clin Exp Research, 36(1), pp. 78–85.

			Wilkins, J. (2006). “Greek and Roman diets”. In Food in antiquity: From prehistory to the middle ages. University of Exeter Press, pp. 45–60. 

			

			


			Week 3. Historical Origins of the Mediterranean Diet II: The Columbian Exchange and Modern Flavors

			
			Topic: the transfer of plants and animals between the Old World and the New and its impact on Mediterranean food cultures.

			
			Readings

			Bruno, M. (2019). “Indigenous American agricultural contributions to modern global food systems”. Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Environmental Science.

			Hyman, C. (2019). Tomato: A global history. U. Chicago Press. (Selections).

			Mintz, S.W. (1985). “Time, sugar, and sweetness”. In Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (eds.), Food and culture: A reader. Routledge, pp. 91–106.

			Nunn, N. & Qian, N. (2010). “The Columbian exchange: A history of disease, food, and ideas”. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 24(2), pp. 163–188.

			
			



			Screening

			Pollan, M. (2009). The botany of desire, PBS. (Watch segments on potatoes and apples).

			

			


			Week 4. The Seven Countries Study and the Medicalization of Diet

			
			Topic: The pivotal research of Ancel Keys. The emergence of the Mediterranean diet as a scientific and popular concept. How a “way of life” embedded in specific local and regional contexts became a “diet”. The Mediterranean Diet and its critics.

			
			Readings

			Burt, K.G. (2021). “The whiteness of the Mediterranean diet: A historical, sociopolitical, and dietary analysis using Critical Race Theory”. J. Critical Dietetics, 5(2), pp. 41–52.

			Keys, A. & Keys, M. (1975). How to Eat Well and Stay Well the Mediterranean Way. Doubleday. (Selected chapters).

			Lozoya, M.M. & Keys, D.H. (1999). “Ancel Keys and the discovery of the Mediterranean diet”. Journal of the American Dietetic Association.

			Serra-Majem, L. et. al. (2020). “Updating the Mediterranean diet pyramid towards sustainability: Focus on environmental concern”. International J. Environmental Research and Public Health, 17(3), pp. 875–895.

			

			


			



			Part 2: Culture, Meaning, and Foodways

			
			Week 5. The Social Life of Food

			
			Topic: Commensality and community. The meanings of feasts and fasting. Family, gender, and the preparation of food.

			
			Readings

			Counihan, C. (2004). “Commensality, family and community”. In Ead., Around the Tuscan table: Food, family and gender in twentieth century Florence. Routledge, pp. 117–138.

			Fischler, C. (1988). “Food, self and identity”. Social Science Information, 28(2), pp. 275–292.

			Mintz, S.W. (1996). “Eating and its contexts”. In Id., Tasting food, tasting freedom: Excursions into eating, culture, and the past. Beacon Press.

			Sutton, D.E. (2001). “The ritual and the everyday”. In Id., Remembrance of repasts: An anthropology of food and memory. Berg Publishers.

			
			



			Screening

			Tucci, S. (2021). Searching for Italy, CNN.

			

			


			Week 6. Local Traditions and Regional Variation: Focus on Venice and its Lagoon

			
			Topic: Exploring diversity within the Mediterranean diet across different countries and regions (e.g., Greece vs. Italy vs. Spain). The importance of local, seasonal ingredients and herbs. Cultural significance of local cuisine. Focus on Venice and its bioregion.

			
			Readings

			Cavanaugh, J.R. (2007). “Making salami, producing Bergamo: The transformation of value”. Ethnos, 72(2), pp. 149–172.

			Molinaroli, E., Guerzoni, S. & Suman, D. (2019). “Do the adaptations of Venice and Miami to sea level rise offer lessons for other vulnerable coastal cities?”. Environmental Management, 64, pp. 391–415.

			Rice, J. (2024). “Blue crab invasion upends Italy’s culinary traditions and ecology”. The Washington Post. read resource

			Rossetto, L. (2000). “The management of fishery in the lagoon of Venice”. Proceedings of the Tenth Biennial Conference of the International Institute of Fisheries Economics and Trade.

			Thayer, R. (2003). “Introduction: Bioregional thinking”. In Id., LifePlace: Bioregional thought and practice. University of California Press.

			Vianello, R. (2017). “The ransom of mussels in the lagoon of Venice: When the louses become ‘Black Gold’”. International Review of Social Research, 7(1), pp. 22–30.

			

			


			Week 7. The Mediterranean Diet as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

			
			Readings

			Bonaccio, M.L. et al. (2022). “The tenth anniversary as a UNESCO world cultural heritage: An unmissable opportunity to get back to the cultural roots of the Mediterranean diet”. European J. of Clinical Nutrition, 76, pp. 179–183.

			Trichopoulou, A. (2021). “The Mediterranean diet as intangible heritage of humanity: 10 years on”. Nutr. Metab. Cardiovasc. Disease, pp. 1943–1948.

			Trichopoulou, A. & Lagiou, P. (1997). “Healthy traditional Mediterranean diet: An expression of culture, history, and lifestyle”. Nutrition Reviews, 55(11/1), pp. 383–389.

			

			
			Week 8. Ritual The Symbolism of Key Ingredients

			
			Topic: A deeper look at iconic foods: olive oil, bread, and wine. Cultural and ritualistic significance of these and other symbolically significant foods. Food as an index of class.

			
			Readings

			Barthes, R. (2013). “Toward a psychology of contemporary food consumption”. In Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (eds.), Food and culture: A reader. Routledge, pp. 23–30.

			Bourdieu, P. (2013). “Distinction: A social critique of the judgement of taste”. In Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (eds.), Food and culture: A reader. Routledge, pp. 31–40.

			Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (eds.) (2013). Food and culture: A reader. Routledge. (Part IV: “Food and symbolism”).

			Toussaint-Samat, M. (2009). A History of Food. Wiley-Blackwell. (Part III: “The three sacramental foods”).

			

			


			Week 9. Health Effects: A Biocultural Analysis

			
			Topic: Examining the links between diet, biology, and health outcomes. How culture and lifestyle factors shape biological responses to food. Critical analysis of health claims.

			
			Readings

			Guasch-Ferre, M. & Willet, W.C. (2021). “The Mediterranean diet and health: A comprehensive overview”. J. of Internal Medicine, 290(3), pp. 485–756.

			Pollan, M. (2006). The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. Penguin. (Selected chapters).

			Scrinis, G. (2013). “The ‘Mediterranean diet’ and the problem of dietary simplification”. In Id., Nutritionism: The science and politics of eating. Columbia University Press.

			Willett, W.C. et al. (1995). “Mediterranean diet pyramid: A cultural model for healthy eating”. American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, 61, pp. 1402-1406S.

			
			



			Screening

			In defense of food (2015) unpacks Michael Pollan’s argument against “nutritionism” and the industrial food system.

			

			


			Week 10. The Global Politics and Ethics of Diet

			
			Topic: The ethical dimensions of food production, distribution, and consumption in the Anthropocene. The political economy of food and health, including food policy and corporate influence. Efforts to globalize the Mediterranean diet by adapting its principles to local ingredients and contexts; the balance of preserving heritage and promoting global health.

			
			Readings

			Leitch, A. (2013). “Slow Food and the politics of ‘virtuous globalization’”. In Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (eds.), Food and culture: A reader. Routledge, pp. 409-425.

			Nestle, M. (2002). Food politics: How the food industry influences nutrition and health. University of California Press.

			Tulloch, A. et al. (2023). “How the EAT-Lancet Commission on food in the Anthropocene influenced discourse and research on food systems”. Lancet, 11(7), pp. 1125–1137.

			Willett, W. et al. (2019). “Food in the Anthropocene: The EAT–Lancet Commission on healthy diets from sustainable food systems”. Lancet, 393(10170), pp. 447–492.

			
			



			Screening

			Selection from Blue Zones video: Sardinia.

			

			


			Week 11. Towards a “Planeterranean” Diet

			
			Topic: Efforts to globalize the Mediterranean diet by adapting its principles to local ingredients and contexts; the balance of preserving heritage and promoting global health. Slow food movement.

			
			Readings

			Colao, A. et al. (2022). “Towards a Planeterranean diet”. Nature Italy, 10.

			Franchi, C. et al. (2024). “Planeterranean diet: The new proposal for the Mediterranean-based food pyramid for Asia”. J. of Translational Medicine, 11(806).

			Petrini, C. (2007). Slow Food nation: Why our food should be good, clean and fair. Rizzoli Ex Libris. (Selections).

			
			



			Screening

			The perfect meal: The secrets of the Mediterranean diet (2025): This film explores the benefits of a Mediterranean diet and includes perspectives from Professor Antonia Trichopoulou, known as the “mother of the Mediterranean diet”, who believes the traditional Cycladic diet can inspire the creation of a “Planeterranean diet” that is healthy for both humans and the planet. The film follows scientists across several European countries as they research the link between food and health.

			

			


			Week 12. Presentations of Research Projects and Concluding Thoughts

			
			Topic: Student presentations summarizing their research and ethnographic findings.

			Discussion of the future of the Mediterranean diet and the broader field of food anthropology.

			

			


			



			
			Bibliography

			Counihan, C. & Van Esterik, P. (eds.) (2013). Food and culture: A reader. Routledge.
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			Course description

			This course explores how mobility and space can be studied and analytically described from an anthropological perspective, with particular attention to their environmental, infrastructural, and governance dimensions. Rather than treating them as self-evident phenomena, the course examines how different theoretical concepts – such as routes, infrastructures, navigation, logistics, landscapes, and regimes of mobility – foreground particular aspects of reality while obscuring others. Through this lens, students are invited to reflect on how analytical categories shape what we are able to see, describe, and problematize in relation to space, mobility, and environmental change.

			A central organizing concept of the course is unevenness. Following Anna Tsing, unevenness is approached not simply as inequality or imbalance, but as a generative condition through which mobility, social life, and human-environment relations emerge. Space, in this view, is not continuous or homogeneous, but textured and differentiated; movement unfolds along uneven paths, shaped by asymmetries of power, access, and vulnerability. The course examines how mobility in uneven worlds is never evenly distributed. Some movements scale up, accelerate, and circulate globally, supported by infrastructures, technologies, and political regimes, while others remain slow, constrained, interrupted, or rendered invisible. Particular attention is given to how states, governance systems, development policies, and logistical arrangements shape mobility regimes in ways that have direct implications for resource access, environmental management, and sustainability.

			Empirically, the course is grounded in ethnographic studies from diverse regions of the world, with a deliberate emphasis on global and non-Western perspectives. Through engagement with ethnographies of infrastructure, migration, informal mobilities, landscapes, and environmental encounters, students explore how space and movement are lived, perceived, governed, and contested across different socio-political and ecological contexts, including nomadic settings. This comparative approach highlights how unevenness takes distinct forms in different settings, while remaining a shared condition of contemporary worlds shaped by development processes and environmental transformation.

			Methodologically, the course emphasizes an autoethnographic and reflexive approach. Students are invited to critically reflect on their own mobility experiences, spatial practices, and environmental encounters. Seminar discussions are based on case studies that illuminate how space and movement are lived, governed, and contested across diverse social, political, and ecological settings.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will:

			_ Gain an understanding of key anthropological approaches to space, mobility, and infrastructure.

			_ Become familiar with debates on orientation, landscape, cartography, logistics, and politics of mobility, including their environmental and sustainability implications.

			_ Learn to connect embodied and personal experiences of movement and space perception to broader analytical frameworks.

			_ Acquire skills in analyzing case studies of mobility across different social, political and ecological settings, with attention to global diversity and non-Western perspectives.

			_ Strengthen their presentation and discussion skills through seminar participation and project work.

			
			



			Assessment

			_ Attendance and active participation in discussions – 40%

			_ Seminar presentations – 40%

			_ Final essay – 20%

			
			



			Each week is dedicated to a single thematic topic. The first class is structured as a lecture introducing key theoretical perspectives related to the theme. The second class takes the form of a seminar focused on guided reflection and discussion. During seminars, students are facilitated in reflecting on their own experiences of space and mobility, conducting small-scale observations, or analyzing visual materials through the lens of the weekly topic.

			The final essay (approx. 1,500 words) is designed as an in-depth analytical reflection on one of the practical or reflexive course assignments, explicitly engaging with anthropological theory and addressing questions of mobility, inequality, environmental conditions, or sustainability in uneven worlds. Students are encouraged to expand and deepen their seminar-based work by further developing the empirical observations, reflections, or materials produced during class assignments, situating this experience within relevant theoretical and methodological frameworks.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1. Introduction. Space and mobility in everyday life

			Week 2. Mobility as power: who is able to move?

			Week 3. Routes, not regions: on translocality

			Week 4. Infrastructures and uneven connectivity

			Week 5. Informal mobilities

			Week 6. Logistics

			Week 7. Mobility and technology

			Week 8. Perception of landscape

			Week 9. Nomadism: is it localized?

			Week 10. Spatial orientation and local cartography

			Week 11. Making sense of uneven worlds

			Week 12. Final discussion
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Course description

			This course provides an insight into how digital tools and location-based methodologies can combine to create digital public history. The course considers the early modern period (c. 1450–1700) in the urbanised heart of Europe, with particular attention to drawing out evidence from Venice as a working case example. In addition to traditional historical methodology, we will work with locative media technologies to co-create a GPS-enabled smartphone app (using the Hidden Cities content management system) that enables an engagement with histories of place, adopting an innovative place-based research methodology. Thus, while historical enquiry is at the heart of the course, through digital tools and visits, we will explore and communicate the memories and meanings of public space in cities.

			Contemporary events and their visual representation in mainstream and social media remind us that urban space frames and co-determines events, and through human interaction augments their meanings. Although technology has transformed the dynamics of communication, social networks, political participation and representation, urban space remains the primary setting for the visual articulation of politics, sociability, and citizenship.

			This course adopts a view of urban public space as an expression of the integration of all inhabitants; it deconstructs the paradigm of the “ceremonial city” to reveal the dynamic and relational nature of political public space and everyday street life. It demonstrates how these spaces were lived and used in ways that undermined or subverted official conceptions of order and control. We will examine how citizens appropriated spaces and public rituals, re-elaborated them in autonomous and unforeseen ways, creating “practiced spaces” (de Certeau). Defined by the everyday social actions of gender, work, family and religion enacted by individuals and groups, we will reveal how the public spaces of early modernity were “spaces in motion” (Lefebvre).

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the ways that social practices inform contemporary production and experience of space, with special reference to public space.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the specific types of material culture of public space as applied to the early modern period and today.

			_ Recognise and understand relevant art-historical and digital humanities terminology and concepts.

			_ Through groupwork, acquire and apply skills and tools related to spatial and digital humanities to a real-world context.

			_ Use a reading list to identify material relevant to a given aspect of the subject, and communicate ideas effectively in both oral and written forms.

			_ Research independently and interpret information based on a range of primary and secondary sources.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course is delivered as 8 lectures with 3 seminars and 3 field trips and 10 interactive digital humanities training workshops.

			Lectures are delivered in the first half of the course to provide a framework for the seminar discussion classes and group work that is the focus of the workshops, which are more intensive during the second half of the course.

			The lectures do not aim to offer a comprehensive treatment of each topic. Rather, they will introduce a series of themes and issues that will be explored further in the context of the seminars, presentations and assignments. Students are expected to take part in class discussions on themed topics and will produce both individual and group research work. Site visits should be understood to be classes “on location” and are not optional.

			A key component of the course and assessment centres on the practical application of spatial digital methodologies explained in the workshops; students will be guided and advised but encouraged to experiment and apply their approaches to examples and/or datasets of their own choice but related to the course objectives. This activity will be conducted in groups, and it is hoped that these will be made up of students with diverse skills (e.g. history; visual studies; geography; computer science etc.). A final essay that develops the underpinning research questions to the individual groupwork completes the assessment.

			In addition to class contribution, each student will agree (in discussion with the professor) a research topic for the final research paper. A formative piece of written work (and a presentation in class) is produced in week 9 to define this topic.

			
			



			Assessment

			The final grade will be based on:

			_ Attendance, contribution to discussions and the course activities, including presentations (30%)

			_ In class presentation and write-up of the group research project (feedback provided). Groupwork project supported by the workshop activities (30%).

			_ Final research paper: class presentation during the exam week and written essay to be handed in by the end of the term (40%).

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			The course is delivered as 8 lectures with 3 seminars and 3 field trips and 10 digital humanities training groupwork sessions.

			
			



			Weeks 1-6. Lectures (supported by accompanying readings-based seminars and site visits)

			_ On Renaissance public space

			_ Street life and street culture: then and now

			_ Ritual and every day: people in the city

			_ Public space: power, communication and contestation

			_ Nodes and networks: panoptic urban space

			_ Paths and edges: movement and display

			
			



			Weeks 1-6. Digital humanities lectures and workshops

			_ The digital spatial turn in humanities. GIS, GPS, 3D: technologies for AR, VR and mixed reality

			_ Making the Renaissance Public: doing public history

			_ GIS and locative media: training workshop (Hidden Venice)

			_ GhettApp visit (Ghetto)

			_ Hidden Cities groupwork: setting up (Detourism itinerary as test case)

			_ Hidden Cities groupwork: group selection and task definition

			
			



			From week 7 we move to a groupwork seminar/workshop format. We will work with a project development handbook, and each group develops a Hidden Venice app itinerary and content. There will be an on-site testing workshop in week 10 and an all-group demonstration in week 12.

			Site visits are integral to this course and will include visits to museums and sites with digital engagement strategies: including the Ghetto (GhettApp), Arsenale (Biennale visit app), and guided walks to parts of the city, including a Detourism itinerary.

			A half-day visit (4 hour co-curricular) to Ravenna is an opportunity to think about how a multi-site ticket can be used to focus a tourist itinerary. It is, of course, also an amazing place to visit and we will be seeing some of the masterpieces of late antique mosaic and architecture.
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			Course description

			The course aim is to introduce the student to a critical view on contemporary cities and their transformation processes, focusing on their neighborhoods and the plurality of “attention strategies and cognitive tools deployed to render their territories” articulation, complexity and variety. Specifically, the course will focus on some exemplar neighborhoods built in the Venice Metropolitan Area, from the “healthy houses’’ built at the beginning of the XX century by public agencies devoted to urban reforms and after the IIWW by the housing associations, to the late cases of urban regeneration projects co-designed by communities and engaged urban designers.

			Course aim is to address and show to students the large amount of council estates built during the “short century” both in the islands and the mainland of Venice Metropolitan Area, their patterns and spatial qualities, and the heritage they convey and represent. Thus, counter-telling a different story in relation to the main narrative of Venice, always focused on the outcome of the Venice City Republic (697–1797) government. The course indeed, will observe and restitute the metropolitan city as the material outcome conveyed by a culture of welfare and amelioration of the inhabiting condition put forward along the 20th century, both in the islands and the mainland.

			In order to do so, the course will have a fair amount of fieldtrip classes (8 lessons), during which students will be guided around the metropolitan city, looking for the urban design and the everyday life landscapes of specific neighborhoods, and their urban contexts that are normally not valued by mainstream imagery about Venice, usually either belonging to tourism attractions or architectural/arthistory.

			While the lessons in class will have a double preparatory aim (theoretical and practical): on one hand the course will recount neighborhoods story and evolution, reflecting upon the concepts and metaphors used in planning and urban design to conceive them, on the other hand it will address survey approaches, techniques and tools to carry on the neighborhood fieldwork.

			The neighborhoods that will be visited are: 1. Sacca Fisola Neighborhoods by Cappai, Mainardis and Pastor architects (former Fregnan Area); and 2. by Gino Valle architect (former Trevisan Plant); 3. Campo di Marte Council Estate by Aymonino, Moneo, Rossi, and Siza architects; 4. Former Junghans Area by Zucchi architects; 5. Former Area Saffa by Gregotti architects; 6. PEEP Circus by Cappai, Mainardis and Pastor architects; 7. Marghera Town by Emmer engineer; 8. Villaggio S.Marco by Piccinato e Samonà architects.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			The learning outcomes expected from the students are the development of a critical approach towards urban environment analysis and the ability to discern the issue of inhabiting neighborhood and contemporary city, starting from the observation of their shape, their everyday life space and infrastructure, and the ways in which they are practiced by different populations and act as a place in their narratives. Students will also learn how to carry on fieldwork through an “urbanistic technically relevant survey”, developing field survey techniques, such as urban itineraries, field mapping, photo essays and audiovisual restitutions through environmental recordings and human interactions.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course will consist of lectures supported by computer presentations and multimedia materials, such as photos and videos. During the third module, there will be fieldtrips restitution review of the homework carried out by students related to the neighborhood that will be chosen to be analyzed. The scope of the area will not have a pre-established dimension, but the starting point will be a sampling of 1×1 km territory that circumscribes the neighborhood and – depending on the area quality and the issues chosen by the student from the ones presented within module 1 and 2 – the analysis may be at a higher or lower scale, both to the scale of the building or the urban scale.

			
			



			Assessment

			The students’ learning status will be evaluated with individual presentations (3) of the fieldwork in progress during the course, in the form of seminaries with PPT or WordPress, each counting for the 20% of the final grade (3×20%=60%).

			The remaining 40% will be given according to the final research product, an essay of 1,500 words accompanied by a questionnaire/interviews excerpt, maps and diagrams, a photo book and/or video storyboard (depending on the topic and medium the student will choose). Such essay will be presented in a final class presentation, with a PPT presenting the fieldwork restitution combined with the topics addressed during the course lectures.

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			Module 1 – Inhabiting Contemporary City and Neighborhood Urban Design

			The module will restitute Venice history of the XX century, from housing perspective and neighborhoods construction, reflecting mainly upon planning and urban design policies and projects, and especially focusing on the neighborhoods that will be visited during in-field lessons.

			
			



			Module 2 – Approaches and tools to space survey and interpretations

			The module will provide an introduction to cartography, and what it means to map and make diagrams. It will then focus on different ways of observing, representing and reinventing urban neighborhoods in contemporary conditions with approaches focusing on the sense, atmospheres and stories of space. Therefore, it will explore the audiovisual and photographic essay approach, in order to highlight the narrative side of cities and territories.

			
			



			Module 3 – Fieldwork module (in the island or the mainland)

			The student will be called to carry on an applied exercise of observation and description of an urban space/neighborhood at his/her choice (a public space, the whole neighborhood with its collective spaces and public buildings, a public infrastructure or amenity, a housing building). The exercise will look at both the built environment and its inhabitants with their practices of place and modes of space production. The aim is to investigate an urban living environment, describing its spatial materials, its urban insertion and layout, its functions and the populations living it, with its stories and narratives.
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			Course description

			The course focuses on the transformation of Italian cities under the pressure of globalized mass tourism. Specifically, it looks at the way in which Italian cities begun promising travelers the “restorative” wonders of a “return to the past” – access to a lost paradise, as it were, where still alive is, in Goethe’s words, the “idyllic dream of the first men”.

			Since the beginning of modern tourism in the 19th century, in fact, ideas of Italy as “the past”, as a lost paradise untainted by the frenzy of modern life, and as a curative place for rebirth and renaissance, have all being seized upon by global tourism. From Gothic Venice, through imperial Rome and Greek Agrigento, the Italian city has been refashioned, rezoned, and repackaged so as to offer some kind of privileged experience of “the past”. Moreover, the tourist industry has provided the tourist with a veritable cornucopia of devices to keep remembering, and re-living time and again, that beautiful Italian moment.

			The course explores the workings of such mnemonic devices associated with the tourist experience of Italian cities, such as the souvenir, the museum catalogue, the memorial plaque, the snapshot, the ruin, and the tourist book. A supplementary objective of the course is to introduce students, through short reading excerpts, to key aesthetic concepts, especially as they relate to our (touristic) experience of cities and objects from the past: What makes a chipped Greek vase of the 8th century B.C. “beautiful” and worth a visit at Naples National Archaeological Museum? In what sense is the Bridge of Sighs “romantic”, a courtyard in Cannaregio “picturesque”, and the Venice Lido “decadent”?

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the semester, students will be able to:

			_ Develop critical views on the impact of mass tourism on the social, economic, political, and cultural fabric of cities.

			_ Be able to recognize and discuss the key argument of a filmic or literary text.

			_ Produce a collaborative presentation involving reading of scholarly publications and critical thinking.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There are no prerequisites for this class.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course will be delivered through a combination of lectures, seminar activities, site visits, and students’ group presentations. Site visits are an integral part of the class and are not optional. Students are expected to take active part in class discussion and will produce, besides one group presentation per student, weekly blog entries (one entry per week) on the topics discussed.

			
			



			Assessments

			Final grades will be composites of the following:

			_ Class participation, preparation, and attendance: 30%

			_ Weekly blog entries: 30%

			_ Group Presentation: 40%

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			The course, designed with the “Cities and Global Change” specialization track in mind, will hinge on viewing and discussing one movie and one short reading per week:

			
			



			Week 1: After the Grand Tour

			Italy and/as the Past Revised Course Proposals 2


			



			Week 2: The Museum

			Roberto Rossellini’s Viaggio in Italia (1954)


			



			Week 3: The Picturesque

			René Clément’s Purple Noon (1960)


			



			Week 4: Stone Tablets and Commemorative Plaques

			Ron Howard, Angels & Demons (2009)


			



			Week 5: The Archeological Site

			Bruce Lee’s The Way of the Dragon (1972)


			



			Week 6: The Souvenir

			Hiroshi Nishitani’s Amalfi: Rewards of the Goddess (2009)


			



			Week 7: Rebirths and Renaissances

			James Ivory’s A Room with a View (1985)


			



			Week 8: Remembrance of Things Past

			Anthony Minghella’s The English Patient (1996)


			



			Week 9: Dark Memories

			Tamar Tal-Anati’s Shalom Italia (2016)


			



			Week 10: Old-Time Honor

			Kim Hee-won’s Vincenzo (2021) – Episodes 1 and 2


			



			Week 11: The Sublime

			Nicolas Roeg’s Don’t Look Now (1973)

			
			



			Week 12: Conclusions
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			Course description

			While in Italy, you will often find street signs pointing to the “Centro storico” – the historic district of the city or town. But what is a “historic district”, exactly? When did one part of a town, of a monument or a house, become “historical” – and why? Designed for the specialization track on “Cities and Global Change”, the course investigates the meaning and genealogy of this peculiar concept, along with related ones such as “cultural patrimony” and “cultural heritage”. One objective of this course is to historicize these concepts as attempts to respond to a set of phenomena – such as urbanization, industrialization, rationalization, and the advent of mass tourism – that we often subsume under the periodizing rubrics of “modernization” or “globalization”.

			A second objective of this course concerns the fundamental paradox of the “historic center”: conceived as a way to protect and preserve the historical uniqueness of a city from the forces of global modernization, the historic center is not only a modern invention, but also a radical re-zoning, transformation and reconversion of parts of a city from traditional (often civic) use to gentrified or touristic areas and to the final “museumification” of the city – what Mary McCarthy called, in reference to Florence and Venice, a “Disneyfication” of places – in which uniqueness gives way to what Rem Koolhas once called “the global generic city”.

			Besides the city of Venice itself, the documents we will analyze and discuss throughout the semester include institutional papers and legal definitions; architects’ and urbanists’ writings; philosophical reflections on space, memory, and the city; essays on the sociology of tourism and heritage tourism in particular; texts on the recent phenomenon of “nation branding” and “city branding”; literary texts on the city as a system of memories; and, finally, essays on the touristic densification of the Venice mainland.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the semester, students will be able to:

			_ Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the key debates and issues that underline the relations between city planning, cultural heritage, gentrification and mass tourism.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the constructed nature of concepts such as “historic center”, or “cultural heritage”.

			_ Recognize the difficult relation between “preserving” and “re-inventing” the city’s past in the face of globalizing and homogenizing pressures.

			_ Be able to recognize and discuss the key argument of an essay or literary text.

			_ Produce a collaborative presentation involving reading of scholarly publications and critical thinking.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			There are no prerequisites for this class.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course will be delivered through a combination of lectures, seminar activities, site visits, and students’ group presentations. Site visits are an integral part of the class and are not optional. Students are expected to take active part in class discussion and will produce, besides one group presentation per student, weekly blog entries (one entry per week) on the topics discussed.

			
			



			Assessment

			_ Class participation, preparation, and attendance: 30%

			_ Weekly blog entries: 30%

			_ Group Presentation: 40%

			
			



			
			Syllabus

			The course will hinge around six topics:

			
			



			_ The Official Documents.

			_ For Sale: The Economics of Memory.

			_ The Doge Must Fall? Of Monuments.

			_ “Where the Popular Houses Were”: Gentrification and Tourist Itineraries.

			_ The Branding of Cities.

			_ Cognitive Mapping.
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			Course description

			It is widely acknowledged that more than half of the world’s population currently lives in urban areas. What is commonly referred to as a “city” is a socio-spatial settlement whose definition changes across historical phases, geographical contexts, and political landscapes. While urbanization dynamics in the Global North have somewhat slowed, the process continues at an accelerated pace in the Global South, where cities are growing rapidly both in size and complexity.

			As globalization intensifies worldwide, its impacts – both positive and negative – are increasingly felt at the local level. Cities are the epicenters where challenges such as climate change, migration, aging populations, health emergencies, economic crises, and political upheavals are directly experienced by people in their everyday lives. However, cities are not merely passive sites of these challenges; they are also critical arenas for policy interventions aimed at addressing these issues. Urban environments provide the context where both the problems and solutions to global changes materialize.

			The course “Cities and Global Change: Urban Policy Analysis and Design” takes a multidisciplinary approach to understanding cities as complex systems in which natural, human, socio-economic, political, and built environments co-evolve. By integrating perspectives from economics, environmental sciences, urban planning, architecture, political science, sociology, and law, the course explores how today’s urban challenges can be tackled by combining different approaches. The goal is to foster urban futures that are both resilient and sustainable.


			



			_ Understand contemporary urbanization: Introduce students to the core issues surrounding contemporary urbanization, focusing on the changing morphology and socio-economic character of cities across the world. This goal provides a broad global outlook on how cities evolve in the context of both the Global North and South.

			_ Analyze global forces shaping cities: Help students develop a solid understanding of the major interrelated forces – such as globalization, climate change, and migration – that are driving changes and challenges in cities today. The course explores how these forces interact to influence urban environments both positively and negatively.

			_ Develop skills in urban policy analysis and design: Provide students with an introduction to the field of public policy analysis and design, particularly in the realm of urban policy. This will enable students to critically evaluate policies and propose interventions to address urban challenges effectively.

			_ Apply Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in urban analysis: Introduce students to Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and other data representation software, equipping them with practical tools to analyze, map, and communicate complex urban challenges. GIS is used as a key tool to support urban policy-making and decision-making processes.

			_ Understand climate change adaptation and the role of international bodies: Provide students with insights into the dynamics of climate change adaptation and the role of international UN bodies, such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), in shaping urban responses to climate crises. Students will explore how global agreements and frameworks, like the Paris Agreement, influence local and global policy decisions in urban planning and design.

			
			



			The course will also utilize Venice as a case study, offering a unique opportunity for students to explore a city facing a range of global challenges, including climate change, depopulation, aging, deindustrialization, and touristification. Students will work in interdisciplinary groups to critically analyze these challenges and propose practical solutions. By participating in field trips and engaging with stakeholders involved in the management and planning of Venetian urban areas, students will gain practical, hands-on experience in public policy analysis. In addition, the course includes a Design Lab, allowing students to experiment with tools, methodologies, and planning approaches based on real-world case studies.

			By the end of the course, students will be able to understand the complexities of urbanization in a globalized world and possess the practical skills necessary to contribute to resilient and sustainable urban futures.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students are expected to:

			_ Understand cities as complex systems involving natural, human, socio-economic, cultural, political, and built environments, and how these elements interact and evolve.

			_ Critically assess global forces such as globalization, climate change, and migration, and their effects on urban environments, both positive and negative.

			_ Utilize multidisciplinary approaches by integrating perspectives from economics, environmental sciences, urban planning, architecture, and political science to analyze urban phenomena.

			_ Design and conduct fieldwork using appropriate tools and methods, including GIS, to analyze urban policies and design processes.

			_ Understand climate change adaptation and international frameworks, such as the role of the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement in shaping urban resilience and sustainability policies.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			Ordinary knowledge that students have personally gained by experiencing – on an every-day basis – “urban conditions” is a good starting point for recognizing contemporary urban challenges. As cities represent complex phenomena, all cultural backgrounds (in terms of Countries of origins, academic traditions and disciplines) are welcome.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course is designed to enhance students’ abilities to communicate and collaborate within multicultural and multidisciplinary environments, reflecting the global nature of urban challenges. Given the diverse nationalities and academic backgrounds of the participants, students are encouraged to engage actively in discussions and share different perspectives. This interaction fosters a rich exchange of knowledge, ideas, and viewpoints, which is essential for addressing complex urban issues.

			The course will be structured as follows:

			_ Frontal lectures delivered by professors, covering core topics such as urbanization, cities, and public policy analysis.

			_ Student-led lectures where work groups will present global challenges that shape contemporary cities.

			_ Design Lab, where students will work on case studies, utilizing planning and design techniques, as well as relevant software tools.

			_ Field trips to case study areas, providing students with the opportunity to meet key stakeholders and gain practical insights into urban planning activities.

			_ In itinere tutoring to support group work and guide students throughout the course.

			
			



			Assessments

			Students will be assessed through three key evaluations:

			_ Class presentation: A group lecture on a global urban challenge, accounting for 20% of the overall grade.

			_ Mid-term evaluation: An individual multiple-choice test based on the lectures, contributing 25% to the final grade.

			_ Final group work presentation: The culmination of students’ work in the Design Lab, making up 40% of the overall grade.

			_ Additionally, 15% of the final grade will be based on class attendance, participation, interaction, and submission of required assignments.
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			Course description

			The course observes global trends related to the promotion of heritage and its role in the process of brandisation of the territory and applies them to the Venice lagoon. Through an interdisciplinary approach, the aim is to identify the rhetorics and codes that articulate the current representations of Venice within a changing context subject to the pressures of territorial valorisation as well as climatic change.

			Among the most interesting global dynamics is the inclusion of heritage notions within regenerative processes and territorial promotion. Heritage is one of the dominant rhetorics on which the sense and legitimacy of many redevelopment and regeneration operations are built. Heritage has long been used within territorial promotion rhetorics concerning Venice, which describe its value in relation to history and support investments and consumption linked to the experience of typicality. In this regard, the Venetian lagoon offers a privileged space of investigation that allows us to examine the changing trends related to patrimonialisation and the (narrative and financial) speculation to which they are subjected.

			The marketing of typicality in the lagoon area has been changing and is moving from the historical city to the context: it takes on natural connotations, increasingly linked to the arcadian dimension of the landscape. The interest for marginal territories reflects, on the one hand, a rise in awareness towards the fragile lagoon environment, and on the other hand, the need to look for new opportunities. The more the environment is under the spotlight of change, the scarcer resources become, the more valuable they become. Not only for those actors who aim to drive sustainable change in the face of environmental pressures, but also for those extractive forces who, having identified a resource, intercept its potential.

			Through a series of in-depth studies and site visits, the course will explore the changes taking place in this delicate territory and their impact on space and stakeholders’ relationships. The reflections will be brought back to some fundamental elements: the centrality of nature in the process of territorial branding; the role of marginal territories in the shaping of Venice’s new imaginary; the speculation linked to the physical transformation of places; issues of socioecological justice related to space appropriation within the context of climate change.

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon completion of the course, the students will be able to:

			_ Read the use of notions related to heritage, memory, and tradition within a broader global trend related to territorial regeneration and promotion.

			_ Identify the changing conception of heritage in relation to the Venice lagoon.

			_ Identify the most relevant rhetoric used in territorial marketing linked to heritage.

			_ Be able to critically analyse the fundamental economic and political dynamics that use heritage as a financial lever.

			_ Apply the theoretical knowledge acquired during the course to the analysis of existing global city projects when notions of heritage are recalled.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			No prior knowledge is required. Any student with a different background can take the course.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			The course will be organised as follows:

			_ Frontal lectures (on concepts, theories and approaches relevant for understanding the issues and dynamics related to the use of heritage in territorial marketing).

			_ Seminar discussions guided directly by students to stimulate learning by allowing students to formulate and exchange their views on selected issues. (i.e. regarding proposed papers or ad hoc short assignments).

			_ Excursions in the Venice lagoon to observe and approach representative case studies.

			_ In itinere tutoring of group-works.

			
			



			Assessment

			The course will consist of three evaluations which will take place during the course:

			_ Mid-term evaluation based on the elaboration of materials and observations from Module I and II (30%).

			_ Final evaluation: elaboration of materials and observations from Module III. This will be composed by: the presentation of the group work (percentage of the overall grade = 35%) + the submission of an individual short paper (percentage of the overall grade = 20%). In addition, a 15% of the overall grade will be attributed according to these criteria: class attendance, participation and interaction, submission of the required assignments.

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			Module I
	
			Observation of the global trend towards heritage branding and using heritage as a lever capable of increasing the value of places. This module explores some exemplary cases in global cities in the East and West of the world, identifying striking similarities in the intentions of heritage marketing.


			



			The module includes:

			_ Course introduction

			_ Frontal lectures Frontal lecture with invited guests

			_ Work and group discussion

			
			



			Module II
	
			Observation of current trends in Venice and the lagoon area. This module evaluates the increasing centrality of landscape-related heritage. Through a series of dedicated lectures by the teacher and expert guests, we will explore the different aspects that build the narrative of Venetian typicality: environmental fragility in the face of climate change, isolation, the romantic charm of decadence, the value of heritage, and its iconic and original urban form.


			



			The module includes:

			_ Frontal lectures

			_ Frontal lecture with invited guests

			_ Work and group discussion

			_ Students Seminars

			_ At least 1 site visit

			
			



			Module III
	
			Choice of a case study in the Lagoon of Venice. Analysis of urban marketing materials and recurring rhetorics related to the concept of heritage and typicality. This module reflects on the imaginaries and codes used to promote the territory.

			
			



			The module includes:

			_ Frontal lectures

			_ Frontal lecture with invited guests

			_ Work and group discussion

			_ Students Seminars

			
			



			All modules will include intermediate tasks to be carried out individually/in groups and discussed collectively in class through the workshops and student seminars.
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			Course description

			“Would you buy Venice?”. That’s an intriguing question and this course will present the possible answers. The course presents the city of Venice and its Lagoon as a social and common good. In particular, the meetings will explore the most advanced conceptions of the commons and address the question of whether a city such as Venice and its Lagoon can be considered a set of individual goods or a single common good and whether this facilitates or limits its sustainable social and legal development. The course will also present the possible sustainable evolution of the city of Venice and its Lagoon ecosystem as an organized set of commons. The goal is to cultivate among participants a sophisticated understanding of the challenges and opportunities presented by the theory of the commons and their reflections on the organization of urban space and its repercussions in the ethical and social spheres (E.g. the center-periphery relationship or the high-low relationship). In essence, this course is an ambitious endeavor. It aims to equip legal scholars, practitioners, and enthusiasts with the intellectual tools necessary to critically evaluate and influence sustainable development in harmony with the digital transformation of society, ensuring the safeguarding of human rights and the equitable management of the global commons. The possibility of releasing the protection and enhancement of cultural heritage will not start from the traditional distinction between public and private goods, but from the concept of common goods (in the sense of the conceptual elaborations proposed by scholars such as Elinor Ostrom), that is, referable to the culture shared by a community for “sustainable development and quality of life [...] recognizing that every person has the right [...] to take an interest in cultural heritage [...] as part of the right to participate freely in cultural life, enshrined in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and guaranteed by the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)” (Preamble to the Faro Convention).

			
			



			Learning outcomes

			The imperative to launch this pioneering course at VIU now stems from the unprecedented pace of technological advancements and their profound implications on human rights, societal norms, and legal frameworks. VIU, with its reputation for fostering innovative and interdisciplinary academic environments, stands uniquely positioned to host this course. This initiative aligns with VIU’s commitment to addressing contemporary global challenges and enhances its academic offerings by integrating cutting-edge legal theories and practices.

			For VIU and participating universities, the course represents an invaluable opportunity to lead in the cultivation of legal expertise that is attuned to the digital age. It promises to enrich academic discourse, foster cross-disciplinary collaboration, and prepare a new generation of scholars and practitioners capable of navigating and shaping the evolving intersection of technology and law. This program adds significant value by promoting critical thinking, ethical deliberation, and practical problem-solving skills, ensuring participants and institutions are at the forefront of legal innovation and advocacy for human rights and equitable resource management in the digital era.

			Participants will acquire a nuanced understanding of the interface between new technologies and legal doctrines, emphasizing social system analyses and collective resource management theories. The curriculum facilitates proficiency equipping learners to address challenges and opportunities in the digital age. The goal is to prepare students to advocate for human rights and equitable resource management, influencing social, ethical, and legal adaptation to technological advancements.

			
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			This course is designed to be accessible to all students across all disciplines, with no specific prior knowledge of the subject required.

			
			



			Teaching methods

			This course introduces key aspects through a mix of lectures, seminars, and hands-on activities, complemented by guest speaker sessions as supplementary learning experiences. Interactive teaching methods such as seminar papers, discussions, and presentations will foster critical, practical, and innovative thinking on legal and ethical issues about digitalization in modern societies. Additionally, small-group exercises will encourage student dialogue and cooperation.

			
			



			Assessment

			Assessment will involve a mid-term exam (individual paper or group project work) undertaken during the course. The mid-term exam will account for 50% of the final grade. The final exam may consist of a keynote speech, even with IT tools, on a topic freely chosen by the students. Evaluation criteria focus on students’ understanding and application of course material, their analytical skills in infosourcing and data research, and their ability to address ethical dilemmas related to the course’s topics. This approach aims to develop students’ capacity for critical and creative analysis.

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			Weeks 1-3

			The curriculum first addresses an examination of the current social structure of the system-city through an analysis of its ownership and participation-based forms of governance.

			
			



			Weeks 4-6

			Next, we will address new forms of active and critical citizenship beginning with Garrett Hardin’s “tragedy of the commons”, and then moving on to Elinor Ostrom’s revolutionary theory of the commons, which offers a nuanced perspective on collective resource management against the backdrop of global Change. The city of Venice and its Lagoon will be an example of a new possibility of resource management that characterizes the emergence of a community of reference capable of meeting the challenges of anthropocentric global change.

			
			



			Weeks 7-9

			The course moves to explore the transformative possibilities in city management offered by the tools of artificial intelligence, decentralized digital ledgers, and virtual reality platforms. Emphasis is placed on the intersection of these technologies with respect for human rights in a context where the city is understood as a common cultural asset.

			
			



			Weeks 10-12

			A special session of the course is dedicated to the City of Venice as a Cultural Heritage. The fundamental right to cultural heritage (UNESCO Paris Convention of 1972 and European Faro Convention of 2005) is inherent to the right to participate in cultural life, as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In the case study of this special session, applied around the ancient city of Venice, students can explore the blurry notions of original, fake, and copy, the stimuli to forgery and its implications, and the authentication techniques from a historical, ethical and legal perspective and within a broader discourse about securing cultural heritage.
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			Other supplementary readings will be suggested or given during the course.
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			Course description

			This course introduces students to the environmental humanities from the vantage point of Venice. This cross-disciplinary and rapidly expanding field explores the role that humanistic knowledge – interacting with the natural and social sciences – can play in interpreting and transforming a world challenged by a planetary environmental crisis. Venice, one of the hotspots of climate change, is a globally renowned city that is both unique and emblematic of the challenges faced by many coastal regions worldwide. We will read Venice as a material text, examining its role from multiple perspectives and through diverse media, including science, fiction, non-fiction, film, visual arts, and foodways.

			The course will introduce key concepts in the Environmental Humanities – such as the Anthropocene, blue humanities, ecocriticism, ecofeminism, natureculture, and posthumanism – and address various forms of political ecology, activism, and public engagement. We will study examples of intellectual and artistic intervention, environmental discourse, and rhetoric. Many of our case studies will be drawn from the cultural history and present condition of Venice and its unique ecosystem, showing how this microcosm encapsulates many global issues.

			Amitav Ghosh’s novel Gun Island will guide us through India, Bangladesh, the United States, and Venice revealing how climate change and migration intertwine in the present while unfolding a mystery from the past. We will engage with the work of scholars, activists, and artists from the Anthropocene Campus, contributors to Venice and the Anthropocene: An Ecocritical Guide. Two documentaries will help us analyze how the Venice lagoon – a “natural” environment modified by humans for centuries – is central to understanding the city’s ecology and deeply connected to global migration dynamics. An essential part of the course will be field excursions, beginning from San Servolo and extending to key sites in the lagoon and the city.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			The general goal of this course is to enable students to address cultural issues related to the environmental crisis from both theoretical and practical perspectives, with a high degree of autonomy, and to interpret the material and cultural texts of Venice.

			Students will learn to become effective researchers and communicators in the field of Environmental Humanities, employing a range of critical methods, conceptual models, and theoretical approaches. They will develop an awareness of place through investigation, observation, and engagement with local ecologies and communities.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			This course combines lectures, class discussions, field trips, and experiential learning. Discussion of assigned texts is at the heart of the course, enabling students to read critically and engage with major issues while drawing on their diverse cultural, linguistic, and disciplinary backgrounds.

			In addition to reading and discussion, the course emphasizes personal engagement with Venice and its ecosystems. Students are expected to be active participants, both individually and collaboratively, in class discussions and experiential learning activities.

					
			



			Assessment

			Evaluation will be based on regular attendance, classroom participation, a written midterm based on the readings, a group presentation, and the final research project detailed below:


			



			_ Attendance: 10%

			_ Active participation in class discussions: 20%

			_ Written midterm examination (based on assigned readings): 20%

			_ Group presentation: 20%

			_ Final individual research project: 30%

					
			



			The final research project – either a written and illustrated essay or a multimedia work – will focus on a specific Venetian site, analyzed from an Environmental Humanities perspective. The topic must be approved by the instructor and more detailed guidelines will be provided during the course.

			Note: Readings, assignments, screenings, field trips, and guest lectures may be adjusted to accommodate unexpected opportunities.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1. What is the environmental humanities?

			
			Venice and its Ecosystem in the Anthropocene

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Introduction”). 

			Giupponi, C. et al. (2024). “Boon and burden: Economic performance and future perspectives of the Venice flood protection system”. Regional Environmental Change, 24, p. 44. read resource

			

			


			Week 2. Venice Ecological Imaginaries

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section I: Waterscapes”).

			National Library of Russia (n.d.). “Venice then and now: 1600th anniversary of the city”. NLR Online Exhibitions. read resource

			Settis, S. (2016). If Venice dies (excerpts). New Vessel Press.

			


			Week 3. Literary Lagoonscapes

			
			Readings

			Alexander, M. (2008). Acqua Alta. In Id., Quickly Changing River. Northwestern University Press.

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section VII: Airscapes”).

			Iovino, S. (2016). “Cognitive justice and the truth of biology death (and life) in Venice”. In Ead., Ecocriticism and Italy: Ecology, resistance, and liberation. Bloomsbury.

			Scarpa, T. (2009). Venice is a fish: A cultural guide (excerpts). Serpent’s Tail.

			


			Week 4. Walking, Wading, Swimming

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section II: Architecture”; “Section VI: Immersion”).

			Codato, P. (2023). “Lagoon wanderings: Boat hydro-perspectivism in the aquapelagic assemblage of the Venetian Lagoon”. Shima, 17(2). 

			Finch-Race, D.A. (2021). “Imagining Venetian hydro-peripatetics with Ciardi, Favretto, Lansyer, and Pasini”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 59–78.

			


			Week 5. Multispecies Venice

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section III: Ecoliberation”).

			Elton, S. (2022). “More-than-human”. In Ballamingie, P. & Szanto, D. (eds.), Showing theory to know theory: Understanding social science concepts through illustrative vignettes (pp. 283–289). Showing Theory Press. read resource

			


			Week 6. Ecological migrants and refugees

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section V: Migrations”).

					
			



			Screenings

			Banglavenice (2022). Directed by E. Confortin. see resource

			


			



			Midterm


			Week 7. Amitav Ghosh’s Planetary Venice (I)

			
			Readings

			Ghosh, A. (2019). Gun Island. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			


			Week 8. Amitav Ghosh’s Planetary Venice (II)

			
			Readings

			Bassi, S. (2024). “‘None of that shit matters to the Swedes’: Venice, Bangladesh, and the postcolonial Anthropocene”. In de Medeiros, P. & Ponzanesi, S. (eds.), Postcolonial theory and crisis (pp. 105–122). Walter de Gruyter.

			Ghosh, A. (2019). Gun Island. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			


			Week 9. Venetian Foodscapes

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands. (“Section III: Foodways”).

			Kent, R. (2022). “Ethnobotany on the table: Revolutionary reimagination at Venice’s Tocia”. Italysegreta.com, 22 November. read resource

			


			Week 10. Environmental Activism

			
			Readings

			López, A.A. (2023). “Saint Mark’s Square as contested political space: Protesting cruise tourism in Venice”. In Cheer, J.M., Hayward, P. & Prince, S. (eds.), Islandscapes and tourism: An anthology (pp. 101–124). CABI.

			Guaraldo, E. (2021). “Resisting the tourist gaze: Art activism against cruise ship extractivism in the Venice Lagoon”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 101–124.

					
			



			Screenings

			Lagunaria (2022). Directed by G. Pellegrini. see resource

			


			Week 11. Ecology and Contemporary Art

			
			Visit to Ocean Space (TBD)

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. (2023). “An archipelago of ecological care: Venice, its lagoon, and contemporary art”. Lagoonscapes, 3(2), pp. 1–14.

			

			


			Week 12. Students’ Presentations & Conclusion

			

					
			



			
			Bibliography

			Primary readings (to be obtained independently)

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2023). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands.

					
			



			Secondary readings (made available by instructor)

			Alexander, M. (2008). Acqua Alta. In Id., Quickly Changing River. Northwestern University Press.

			Baldacci, C. (2023). “An archipelago of ecological care: Venice, its lagoon, and contemporary art”. Lagoonscapes, 3(2), pp. 1–14.

			Bassi, S. (2024). “‘None of that shit matters to the Swedes’: Venice, Bangladesh, and the postcolonial Anthropocene”. In de Medeiros, P. & Ponzanesi, S. (eds.), Postcolonial theory and crisis (pp. 105–122). Walter de Gruyter.

			Codato, P. (2023). “Lagoon wanderings: Boat hydro-perspectivism in the aquapelagic assemblage of the Venetian Lagoon”. Shima, 17(2).

			Elton, S. (2022). “More-than-human”. In Ballamingie, P. & Szanto, D. (eds.), Showing theory to know theory: Understanding social science concepts through illustrative vignettes (pp. 283–289). Showing Theory Press. read resource

			Finch-Race, D.A. (2021). “Imagining Venetian hydro-peripatetics with Ciardi, Favretto, Lansyer, and Pasini”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 59–78.

			Giupponi, C. et al. (2024). “Boon and burden: Economic performance and future perspectives of the Venice flood protection system”. Regional Environmental Change, 24, p. 44. read resource

			Ghosh, A. (2019). Gun Island. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			Guaraldo, E. (2021). “Resisting the tourist gaze: Art activism against cruise ship extractivism in the Venice Lagoon”. Lagoonscapes, 1(1), pp. 101–124.

			Iovino, S. (2016). “Cognitive justice and the truth of biology death (and life) in Venice”. In Ead., Ecocriticism and Italy: Ecology, resistance, and liberation. Bloomsbury.

			Kent, R. (2022). “Ethnobotany on the table: Revolutionary reimagination at Venice’s Tocia”. Italysegreta.com, 22 November. read resource

			López, A.A. (2023). “Saint Mark’s Square as contested political space: Protesting cruise tourism in Venice”. In Cheer, J.M., Hayward, P. & Prince, S. (eds.), Islandscapes and tourism: An anthology (pp. 101–124). CABI.

			National Library of Russia (n.d.). “Venice then and now: 1600th anniversary of the city”. NLR Online Exhibitions. read resource

			Scarpa, T. (2009). Venice is a fish: A cultural guide (excerpts). Serpent’s Tail.

			Settis, S. (2016). If Venice dies (excerpts). New Vessel Press.


			Film

			Banglavenice (2022). Directed by E. Confortin. see resource

			Lagunaria (2022). Directed by G. Pellegrini. see resource
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			Course description

			In the nineteen seventies started the ethical discussion about a changing ethical horizon, which the increasing development of the technological world was producing. It was one aspect of a new general interest in ethics after more than 150 years of preferring violence than morals. On the one side the ideologies couldn’t anymore hide their failure. On the other side a lot of problems of the technological world seemed to need also ethical and moral answers. For example for a lot of thinkers the ecological crisis cannot be solved only by technological methods. In spite it needs an ascetic answer, that means an ethical answer, which includes in the ethical sphere also the nature and environmental problems. So Hans Jonas wrote in 1979 the first ecological ethics. The imperative of responsibility – a new kind of ethics involved by Max Weber – since is dominating the ethical discussions about the technological society. Since the debate on changing of the climate especially Bruno Latour demands urgently an ecological understanding of democracy. Ulrich Beck developed the concept of a world risk society. Also the technological world of computing, internet and Artificial Intelligence has completely changed daily life and it is producing a lot of new especially political risk. These developments need an ethical answer on the individual side and from the political sphere.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			The seminar shall give information about the technological challenge and shall give an introduction into the ecological ethics and the ethics of the technological world. Naturally it is necessary to have also a look on the history of ethics and the philosophy of technology.

					
			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			No prior knowledge required: Basic course for students of all faculties.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Discourse, Statement, Lecture of the students, Reading an Analysing Texts in the Seminar together, Discussion.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Presentation 50%

			_ Final written exam at the end 50%

			_ No midterm exam
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			Course description

			We live in the Anthropocene. Every day, we hear or see news on global warming and climate change reported by newspapers, television, internet news sites, etc. Hard scientific data clearly show the deteriorating situation caused by greenhouse gases. In our everyday life, too, we are increasingly aware of the concrete effects of global warming. Yet, for many people, the Anthropocene remains an abstract idea. It is not always easy to make connection between the number (e.g., the global temperature rise of 2 degrees Celsius) and its real-world implications (a devastating impact on hundreds of millions of people all over the world). While we can clearly explain what is occurring by providing scientific data and information, rational discourse is not always sufficiently persuasive because of dissociation between knowing facts and understanding what they mean to us as existential beings. This is why we need to actively make use of our imagination to get what global warming entails for us and the future generation.

			To exercise our imagination, we cannot remain passive but actively train the faculty for it. It is here that cinema comes into the picture. Cinema can play a powerful mediating role in our imagining of the Anthropocene by providing concrete narratives, characters, thematic motifs, visual representations, and sometimes spectacles. Even blockbuster entertainment movies can potentially be a form of thought experiment. While the fact remains that they are image-commodities produced for making a

			profit, the blockbusters often respond to the unconscious social anxieties, desires, and concerns in the form of a narrative spectacle. Although there is no cinema of the Anthropocene as a clearly defined genre, there are many films where the problems of the Anthropocene (e.g., global warming, climate change, environmental pollution and destruction, the weaponization of natural resources) are centrally featured, not always but often as images of apocalypse.

			In this course, we will read critical works in the environmental humanities and look at various examples of Anthropocene films, which may show natural and ecological disasters, the consequences of radioactive fallout, the end of the world, and posthuman imageries. Throughout the semester, we will try to form a constructive relationship between the humanistic theories of the Anthropocene and the close analyses of concrete films without reducing either of them to a convenient illustration of the other.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			By finishing this course successfully, students will be able to discuss what the Anthropocene is, how it started, and why it has become one of the most critical issues we are now facing regardless of where we live on earth. In addition, they will begin to see many popular movies and art films from a new perspective of the Anthropocene.

			Their knowledge of the films examined in the course will in turn help them think about the problem of the Anthropocene more concretely. Based on what they learn in this course, students can take more advanced courses in the environmental humanities in the subsequent semesters.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			Combination of lectures and discussion. There will be a weekly reading assignment. Students will be asked to give at least one class presentation on the assigned reading and/or film.

					
			



			Assessment

			The following is the percentage of the overall grade assigned to each evaluation:

			_ A (10–25%)

			_ B (25–40%)

			_ C (25–40%)

			_ D (5–10%)

			_ F (0–5%)
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			Course description

			The Arctic is often imagined as a remote, timeless space inhabited primarily by Indigenous peoples living in extreme climatic conditions or, conversely, as a depopulated industrial resource frontier. This course challenges such representations by approaching the Russian Arctic as a densely inhabited, politically shaped, and constantly transforming region, where multiple social groups, infrastructures, and environments coexist and interact. The course explores how political projects, economic systems, and forms of knowledge have actively reshaped Arctic environments – and how, in turn, Arctic climatic and environmental conditions have shaped patterns of settlement, mobility, labor, and everyday life. Combining historical and anthropological approaches, the course traces major transformations in the Russian North – from early imperial expansion, through Soviet industrialization and urbanization, to post-Soviet restructuring and contemporary extractive economies. Special attention is paid to how state policies and political ideologies have intervened in Arctic environments through relocation campaigns, collectivization and sedentarization of Indigenous populations, large-scale industrial projects, and the construction of transportation infrastructures. The course is organized around different Arctic lifeways, including rural settlements, industrial towns, and shift-work regimes. It highlights the coexistence of diverse social groups in the Russian North and examines how people inhabit, navigate, and adapt to environmentally and infrastructurally shaped landscapes. By focusing on everyday practices, social networks, and modes of living, the course dismantles simplified narratives of the North. Throughout the course, students critically engage with popular imaginaries of the Arctic and examine how these representations shape policy, scientific knowledge, and public debates.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will:

			_ Acquire knowledge of the historical and contemporary social and environmental transformations of the Russian Arctic and Siberia; 

			_ Critically examine the role of state policies, industrial projects, and infrastructure in shaping everyday life in the Arctic; 

			_ Become familiar with key debates in anthropology concerning the Arctic; 

			_ Critically evaluate popular imaginaries of the Arctic region, and assess their political, scientific, and social implications; 

			_ Develop skills in academic writing and oral presentations.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Attendance and active participation in discussions – 30 %

			_ The reading responses – 20 %

			_ The final paper – 30 %;

			_ Oral presentations – 20 %

					
			



			Each week focuses on a single thematic topic. The first class is organized as a lecture introducing key concepts, historical context, and analytical frameworks. The second class takes the form of a seminar, in which students analyze and discuss academic text, literary work, or a film related to the weekly topic. For each seminar, students are expected to prepare a short-written response reflecting on the reading or viewing assignment. For the final paper, each student selects a case study (such as a book, film, blog, or digital ethnography project) and analyzes it in relation to the themes covered throughout the course, demonstrating critical engagement with course concepts and readings. Students are expected to present their work in the final class. The paper (approx. 2,500 words) must be discussed with the instructor by Week 7, submitted by Week 10, and presented in Week 12.


			



			
			Syllabus

			Week 1.

			Introduction. What is the Arctic? Geography, climate and definitions. Representations of the Arctic. The Russian Arctic in a global context


			



			Week 2.

			“Siberia and Russia”: natural resources, relocations, transportation infrastructure (17th–19th centuries)


			



			Week 3.

			Indigenous peoples of the Arctic: lifeways, migrations, engagement with the environment


			



			Week 4.

			Arctic encounters: coexistence of Indigenous and settler worlds


			



			Week 5.

			The city in the North. Soviet industrialization


			



			Week 6.

			Soviet politics of collectivization and sedentarization


			



			Anthropological module


			



			Week 7.

			Modern Arctic city: environment and infrastructure


			



			Week 8.

			Contemporary extraction industries in the Arctic: between Soviet heritage and international practices


			



			Week 9.

			Rural communities of the contemporary Arctic


			



			Week 10.

			Migration, social networks and coping with resource challenges in the Russian North


			



			Week 11.

			Lifestyles in the Russian North

			
			



			Week 12.

			Project presentations and final discussion
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  		Intensive Seminars

  		2nd Semester of AY 2025–26 (Spring 2026)


  		



		
			
					Title
					Dates
					Activity
					Coordinating Professor/Director
			

			
					Philosophy and Psychology of Probability
					February
23–27
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Stephan Hartmann
Department of Mathematical Philosophy, LMU
			

			
					Redemption, Lie, and Literature: Apokatastasis and the Seduction of Rhetoric
					April
20–24
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Barbara Vinken
Department of Roman Philology, LMU
			

			
					Venice, Byzantium and the Hellenic World: Exchange and Mutual Perception from the Early Middle Ages into the 19th Century
					May
11–16
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Franz Alto Bauer
Department of Late Antiquity and Byzantine Art History, LMU
			

			
					Water Cities: Environmental Histories of New Orleans and Venice
					May
18–22
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Christof Mauch
Department of Environmental History, Rachel Carson Center, LMU
			

			
					Fundamental Rights in Europe and Germany and Private Law
					May
25–27
					LMU Intensive Seminar
					Johannes Hager
Department of Legal Studies, LMU
			

		


		
		
		
 	
 			Professors’ Biographies


			
				Shaul Bassi
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
				[image: Shaul Bassi’s portrait]


			Shaul Bassi is Professor of English and Environmental Humanities at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. His publications include Shakespeare’s Italy and Italy’s Shakespeare: Place, “Race,” and Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016); The Merchant in Venice: Shakespeare in the Ghetto (co-edited with Carol Chillington Rutter, Edizioni Ca’ Foscari, 2021); Venice and the Anthropocene: An Ecocritical Guide (co-edited, Wetlands, 2023); and African Venice (with Paul Kaplan, Wetlands, 2024). He is currently editing The Merchant of Venice for the Arden Fourth Series. Professor Bassi is the co-founder and former director of Venice’s international literary festival “Incroci di civiltà/Crossings of Civilizations”. He also co-founded and served as the first director of the MA in Environmental Humanities at Ca’ Foscari. Since 2002, he has taught courses at the Venice International University (VIU) on Shakespeare, postcolonial literature, Venice, and global cities. He represented Ca’ Foscari on the VIU Academic Council from 2016 to 2022.

			


			
				Mattia Bertin
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Mattia Bertin’s portrait]


			Mattia Bertin collaborates with several national and international research groups on funded research (in particular: Università Iuav di Venezia, Politecnico di Milano, Università degli Studi di Padova, Italy; Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain; UEL London, UK) and act as advisor for national and international bodies (Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri, Italy; New European Bauhaus, EU; UNFCCC, UNDRR, UNDP). He is a researcher in urban planning and is mainly concerned with complex urban issues linked to climate change adaptation, disaster and marginality. He is a member of Iuav Epic Cluster. He is interested in reducing risks and territorial tensions concerning the progress of climate change. He has a decade of direct experience managing urban systems after a disaster, with several projects of participatory regeneration of impoverished residential areas. He conducts research and action activities on the themes of adaptation to climate change with particular attention to the multi-sector effects of adaptation planning.

			


			
				Massimo Brunzin
Venice International University
				[image: Massimo Brunzin’s portrait]

	
			Laurea in Foreign Languages and Literature (Ca’ Foscari), doctorate in Francophone Literature (Bologna). Specialized in Language Teaching with Advanced Technology (Ca’ Foscari). Member of the management staff and instructor in Italian for foreigners at the Istituto Venezia, Italian Language School in Venice and Trieste. Was Teaching Assistant in Francophone Literature at Ca’ Foscari, with special interest in Black Africa. Author of several articles on African Francophone Literature. Coordinator of the Italian as a Foreign Language courses at VIU since Fall 2001.

			


			
				Roberto Dainotto
Duke University
				[image: Roberto Dainotto’s portrait]


			Roberto Dainotto is Professor of Literature at Duke University. His main research and teaching interests hinge on the concepts of place and space as narrative, rhetorical, and geopolitical organizational categories. His publications include Place in Literature: Regions, Cultures, Communities (Cornell UP, 2000); Europe (in Theory) (Duke UP, 2007), winner of the 2010 Shannon Prize in Contemporary European Studies; and Mafia: A Cultural History (Reaktion Books, 2015). He has also edited Racconti Americani del ’900 (Einaudi, 1999), a monographic issue of Italian Culture on Giambattista Vico (2017), and co-edited with Fredric Jameson Gramsci in the World (Duke UP, 2020).

			


			
				Carlo Federico Dall’Omo
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Carlo Federico Dall’Omo’s portrait]


			Carlo Federico dall’Omo, with a PhD in Architecture, City, and Design, specializes in managing climate change adaptation and the built environment. As the Research Manager at Iuav, Carlo oversees EU-funded projects in Horizon, Prima, Interreg, and Life programs, with a focus on territorial governance and climate resilience. He co-coordinates the UNESCO Chair in Heritage & Urban Regeneration and serves as a Climate Ambassador for the European Climate Pact. He is a member of the UNFCCC Roster of Experts on Climate Adaptation.

			


			
				Eugenia Georges
Rice University
				[image: Eugenia Georges’s portrait]


			Eugenia Georges (PhD Columbia University) is Professor of Anthropology at Rice University where she teaches courses on medicine and reproduction, research methods, and food and culture. Her research focuses on the medicalization of reproduction, with a focus on the historical processes through which pregnancy and obstetrical practice have been shaped in interaction with a range of reproductive technologies. She has conducted long-term research in Greece on pregnancy, birth, abortion, and contraception and in Brazil on the movement led by obstetricians-activists to demedicalize childbirth. Her current project examines medical education and clinical training of obstetricians in Greece. Her current research examines the causes and consequences of the medical brain drain from Greece to the nations of northern Europe. She is the author of Bodies of Knowledge: The Medicalization of Reproduction in Greece (Vanderbilt University Press) and The Making of a Transnational Community: Migration, Development and Cultural Change in the Dominican Republic (Columbia University Press). Her articles have appeared in Medical Anthropology Quarterly, Social Science and Medicine, Feminist Studies, Journal of Mediterranean Studies and other journals.

			


			
				Paolo Graziano
Università degli Studi di Padova
				[image: Paolo Graziano’s portrait]


			Paolo Graziano is Professor of Political Science at the University of Padua, Research Associate at the European Social Observatory, Brussels and Chercheur associé at Sciences Po in Paris. He has held visiting positions at a number of universities, including University of Cambridge, Cornell University, University of Oxford, European University Institute, University of Melbourne, University of Washington. He is co-editor of Governance (2018-present), Past President (2019–2020) of the APSA Conference Group on Italian Politics (CONGRIPS) and Past President of the Fondazione Romagnosi (2021–2024). He teaches Political Science and Public Policy Analysis. He has published several authored and edited volumes and journal special issues. His most recent book is Elgar Encyclopedia of European Union Public Policy (Elgar, 2022), co-edited with Jale Tosun. He is currently working on two book projects: the first (a monograph) is tentatively entitled Crises, Leadership and Neopopulisms in the European Union, and the second (co-edited with Ekaterina Domorenok and Katharina Zimmermann), just published, is entitled The Eco-Social Nexus: Theoretical, Conceptual and Policy Issues (to be submitted to Policy Press). Furthermore, he is also editing a Special Issue for Regulation & Governance entitled “Bringing the Ecological and the Social Together in the Green Transition. A Multilevel Analysis”.

			


			
				Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti
Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata
				[image: Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti’s portrait]


			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti is Associate Professor of Management at the University of Rome Tor Vergata and Affiliate Researcher at the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies. Her research lies at the intersection of innovation and sustainability management, with a focus on circular economy, sustainable business models, governance mechanisms, and supply chains. She is involved in competitive European and national research projects and conducts interdisciplinary research connecting management, sustainability, and policy.

			


			
				Randall Lesaffer
KU Leuven
				[image: Randall Lesaffer’s portrait]


			Randall Lesaffer, LLM (KU Leuven), MA (History, KU Leuven), PhD (Law, KU Leuven) is professor of legal history at KU Leuven and Tilburg University. From 2008 to 2012, he served as dean of Tilburg Law School and was founding co-president of the Law Schools Global League. He teaches constitutional history, history of private law, history of international law, as well as history of international relations. His research and publications focus on the historical development of international law since the 16th century, but he has also published on constitutional history, diplomatic history, and the history of the civil law tradition. He is general editor of The Cambridge History of International Law, of Studies in the History of International Law and an editor of The Journal of the History of International Law as well as the Global Law series. His publications include the monographs De rechtstaat. Een geschiedenis van het Westen (Gent: Owl Press, 2024), of which an English version will be taught at VIU, as well as European Legal History: A Cultural and Political Perspective (Cambridge University Press, 2009). His most recent publications include The Cambridge History of International Law, vol. 6: International Law in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge University Press, 2025), of which he is editor and in which he wrote five chapters, and The Cambridge Companion to Hugo Grotius (Cambridge University Press, 2021), which he co-edited with Janne Nijman.

			


			
				Paolo Moro
Università degli Studi di Padova
				[image: Paolo Moro’s portrait]


			Paolo Moro is Full Professor of Philosophy of Law and Legal Informatics at the University of Padua (Italy), where he is the President of the Degree Course of Law 2.0 (Treviso Campus). PhD in Philosophy of Law, he is also a Lawyer qualified for the Supreme Court in Italy. He is Scientific Director of the Journal of Ethics and Legal Technologies (Padova University Press) and he has published various books, papers and chapters about Legal Rhetoric, Legal Informatics and TechnoLaw, Legal Education and Sports Law. He is Director of two second-level Masters at the University of Padua, dedicated to Metaverse and Legal Informatics and Teaching Law and Economics and he is the founder of CollectIUS, search, discussion and filing digital platform of TechnoLaw cases. He was Visiting Scholar in various universities in Europe and overseas (Kingston University of London, Universidad de Cordoba, Fordham University of New York, New South Wales University of Sydney, Australian National University of Canberra).

			


			
				Francesco Musco
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Francesco Musco’s portrait]


			Francesco Musco is an urban planner and architect with a PhD in Analysis and Governance of Sustainable Development from Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. He is a Full Professor of Urban and Environmental Planning at the Department of Architecture and Arts at Iuav. As Director of Research (2021–2027) and co-leader of the UNESCO Chair on Heritage and Urban Regeneration, Francesco focuses on integrating multidisciplinary approaches to spatial planning and sustainability, with emphasis on bottom-up public policies. He has led several EU-funded projects on climate adaptation and maritime spatial planning and plays a significant role in international research networks. Since November 2024 he is President of CORILA Consortium for coordination of research activities concerning the Venice lagoon system.

			


			
				Giovanna Muzzi
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Giovanna Muzzi’s portrait]


			Giovanna Muzzi holds a master degree in architecture and a PhD in Territorial Planning and Public Policy from the Università Iuav di Venezia, with a thesis on welfare-related neighbourhood spaces. Since 2018, she has held the position of teaching assistant in urban and regional planning and has obtained research grants at Università Iuav di Venezia and Università Ca’ Foscari di Venezia on the topics of inclusive governance models, urban regeneration and activation, employment forecasts in the traditional Venetian artistic craft sector (generational transition) and in mechanics sector (digitalization skills), work-life management in 4.0 industry (Veneto Region). She is currently vice-president of the ETICity association, project manager for ETICity and the “Portineria di Quartiere Mestre via Piave” (community center for free service at neighbourhood scale). Moreover, she supervises urban regeneration and urban reactivation projects in collaboration with local organisations. She has a long experience with leading urban knowledge itineraries for training bodies (international universities, schools, public administrations, associations) and co-leader of Jane’s Walk Venice.

			


			
				Fabrizio Nevola
University of Exeter
				[image: Fabrizio Nevola’s portrait]


			Fabrizio Nevola specialises in the architectural, urban and art history of Renaissance Italy, and digital humanities approaches visual and material culture. Aside from digital art history applied to Italian urban contexts he also applies comparative analysis of the relationship between built forms and social practices in early modern cities in Italy and Europe. He previously taught in the department of architecture and civil engineering (University of Bath) where he ran courses on urban history, theory and design; collaborative studio practice informs his approach to teaching and research. He has worked with museums, including with the National Gallery (London) on the 2007–2008 exhibition, Renaissance Siena: Art for a City. His 2007 monograph on architecture and urbanism in Siena won the Royal Institute of British Architects Pevsner International Book Award and the 2020 book on Renaissance streets was shortlisted for the Society of Renaissance Studies Book Prize.

			


			
				Michela Pace
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Michela Pace’s portrait]


			Michela Pace has collaborated with several national and international research groups on funded research (in particular: IUAV of Venice, Politecnico di Milano, Politecnico di Torino, Italy; UHasselt, Belgium; UEL and AA London, UK; Universiad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain; Tongji University Shanghai, China). Michela Pace has extensive teaching experience at national and international levels. Since 2009, she has taught urban and territorial design courses at the Iuav University of Venice, UEL University of East London, Polytechnic of Milano, and Polytechnic of Turin. She regularly lectures as an invited professor at UPM Universidad Politecnica of Madrid and UEL London and has received invitations to present her research on heritage, regeneration, and housing in several academic and institutional contexts (XJTLU, Suzhou China; Universidad Goias Brazil, SPAB Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, UK; Royal Institute of British Architects RIBA, UK). At Iuav, she is a module leader for Urban Planning in the Course of Conservation and Protection of the Built Environment (5th year) (2021-present); Urban Interiors and Urban Spaces (5th year) (2020–2021), at VIU (Venice International University) for the course at the Globalization Programme.

			


			
				Luca Pes
Venice International University
				[image: Luca Pes’s portrait]


			BSc (Econ.) in History and Government (LSE), Laurea in History (Ca’ Foscari), PhD in Italian Studies (Reading). Vice Dean, Director of the Globalization Program at VIU, where he has taught every semester since the beginning of academic activities in 1997. Coordinator of the “One Theme Project” of the BA in Global Governance, Tor Vergata University, Rome. Was Professor of Modern and Contemporary History at San Raffaele University, Milan. Has taught Urban and Contemporary History at Iuav and Contemporary History at Ca’ Foscari. Was recognized Adjunct Associate Professor of European Studies at Duke (2011–2016). Published mostly on Venetian 19th–21st Century Cultural and Social History, on the Methodology of Local and Urban History and of History of the Present. Research areas include Teaching in Multicultural and Multidisciplinary contexts, Cinema and History, Italian Society, Diaries and Historiography, Venice in the 21st Century.

			


			
				Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann
Ludwig Maximilians Universität
				[image: Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann’s portrait]


			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann is Professor of Political Philosophy at the Geschwister-Scholl Institute for Political Science at the University of Munich; since 1997, he has been a regular visiting professor at the University of Innsbruck; he also holds visiting professorships at the University of Turin, Venice International University, and the universities of Eichstätt, Regensburg, and Passau. His current research interests include the philosophy of language, political philosophy, the philosophy of education, poststructuralism, and existentialism.

			


			
				Paolo Sommaggio
Università degli Studi di Padova
				[image: Paolo Sommaggio’s portrait]


			Paolo Sommaggio has been an Associate Professor since 2005 (confirmed in 2008). He is qualified as a Full Professor (ASN 28/03/2017) of Philosophy of Law at the University of Padua where he teaches Ethics and Commons. He is President of the Degree Course of Third Sector Jurist (Non-profit Counselor). PhD in Philosophy of Law, he is also a Lawyer qualified for the Supreme Court in Italy. He published various books, papers, and chapters about Legal Reasoning, Biolaw, Legal Education, and Philosophy of Law. He was a Visiting Scholar at various universities in Europe and overseas (among others, Kingston University of London, University of Surrey, Columbia University NY, University of Zurich, University of Granada). He is a member of the teaching staff PhD School of Law at the University of Padua, the Postgraduate School for Legal Professions of the Universities of Trento and Verona, and he also teaches in the Forensic schools of Trento, Brescia, Bolzano, Pordenone, and Belluno. He is a member of the scientific committee of the editorial series “Diritto Moderno ed Interpretazione Classica” (FrancoAngeli), “Jura. Temi e problemi del diritto” (ETS) and “Quadrato delle Opposizioni” (Mimesis). Currently, he is teaching at the University of Padua and is a consultant for the Italian Ministry of Justice.

			


			
				Maria Chiara Tosi
Università Iuav di Venezia
				[image: Maria Chiara Tosi’s portrait]


			Maria Chiara Tosi, PhD in Urbanism, is Full Professor in Urban Design at Iuav University of Venice where she is also the Director of the School of Doctorate Studies. She has been part of numerous national and international research projects on the study of the morphology and evolution of urban settlements. She is Iuav representative in Venice International University Academic Council, has been Expert for the Panel “Science and Technology of Constructions and the Built Environment” at the Research Foundation Flanders FWO-Belgium, and currently responsible for the Double Degree in Architecture with the College of Architecture and Urban Planning of Tongji University.

			


			
				Valeria Vasilyeva
European University at Saint Petersburg
				[image: Valeria Vasilyeva’s portrait]


			Valeria Vasilyeva, PhD, is a social anthropologist with a regional specialization in the Russian North. She is a Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Arctic Social Studies at the European University at St. Petersburg. Her research interests include mobility and infrastructure studies, the anthropology of space, and the informal economy. She is the principal investigator of an ongoing research project, supported by the Russian Science Foundation, which examines patterns of tundra space perception and use among semi-nomadic groups in Central Siberia, and employs mixed anthropological and GIS-based methods. Her main fieldwork site is the Taimyr Peninsula (2013-present), although she has conducted fieldwork of varying duration in all Arctic regions of Russia as well as in Alaska.

			


			
				Gretchen Walters
Université de Lausanne
				[image: Gretchen Walters’s portrait]


			Dr. Gretchen Walters is a Franco-American anthropologist and botanist. She works at the interface of the social and natural sciences and policy, focusing on nature conservation, natural resource governance, and commons/community territories in Central Africa and Europe, often with a historical lens. Her work comprises inter and transdisciplinary action research projects, where she uses historical ecology, ethnographic and participatory methods. She is an Associate Professor at the Institute of Geography and Sustainability at the University of Lausanne, Switzerland.

			


			
				Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto
Waseda University
				[image: Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto’s portrait]


			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto is Professor of Visual Culture at Waseda University in Tokyo. He holds a BA in Cinema from the State University of New York at Binghamton, an MA in Film and Television Studies from the University of California, Los Angeles, and a PhD in Comparative Literature from the University of California, San Diego. Before joining Waseda University, he taught for twenty years at New York University and the University of Iowa. His publications in English include Kurosawa: Film Studies and Japanese Cinema (Duke University Press), Television, Japan, and Globalization (University of Michigan, Center for Japanese Studies), and Planetary Atmospheres and Urban Society after Fukushima (Palgrave Macmillan).

			

 	
 			Office Hours & Contacts


 			Corridor 2: Ground floor, next to Globalization Program main office

			MacLab: 1st floor, Library Area N.B. Your VIUcard is required to access

			Corridor 7: Ground floor, next to the stairs to the library and MacLab

			Corridor 6: 1st floor, before the classrooms (9A/9B/9C/9D)

			Corridor 5: 1st floor, access from the stairs halfway in the corridor leading from the main entrance to the cafeteria

	
			



			Shaul Bassi

			bassi@unive.it

			Office: 6-I

			+39 041 2719 574

			Tuesday

			4.30–6.30 pm


			



			Mattia Bertin

			mattia.bertin@iuav.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			By appointment


			



			Massimo Brunzin

			brunzin@istitutovenezia.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Monday and Tuesday

			12.20–1.20 pm


			



			Roberto Dainotto

			dainotto@duke.edu

			Office: 7-Q

			+39 041 2719 531

			Thursday

			2.30–4.30 pm


			



			Carlo Federico Dall’Omo

			cfdallomo@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Carola Drago

			caroladrago.cd@gmail.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Monday and Tuesday

			12.20–1.20 pm


			



			Eugenia Georges

			nia@rice.edu

			Office: 7-R

			+39 041 2719 518

			Thursday

			2.30–4.30 pm

				
			



			Paolo Graziano

			paolo.graziano@unipd.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			Tuesday

			1.50–2.50 pm (Zoom on demand)


			


		
			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			natalia.marzia.gusmerotti@uniroma2.it

			Office: 6-I

			+39 041 2719 574

			By appointment


			



			Randall Lesaffer

			randall.lesaffer@kuleuven.be

			Office: 5-O

			+39 041 2719 573

			Monday and Wednesday

			1.45–2.45 pm


			



			Paolo Moro

			paolo.moro@unipd.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Francesco Musco

			francesco.musco@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Giovanna Muzzi

			gmuzzi@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			Monday

			2.30–4.30 pm

		
			



			Fabrizio Nevola

			f.nevola@exeter.ac.uk

			Office: 7-T

			+39 041 2719 534

			Tuesday and Thursday

			4.30–5.30 pm


			



			Michela Pace

			mpace@iuav.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			By appointment


		
			



			Luca Pes

			luca.pes@univiu.org

			Office: 2-B

			+39 041 2719 535

			By appointment


			



			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			hmschmann@lrz.uni-muenchen.de

			Office: 7-P

			+39 041 2719 575

			Monday

			1–3 pm


			



			Paolo Sommaggio

			paolo.sommaggio@unipd.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Maria Chiara Tosi

			mnrtso@iuav.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			Monday

			2.30–4.30 pm


			



			Valeria Vasilyeva

			leravasilyeva11@gmail.com

			Office: 7-C

			+39 041 2719 553

			Thursday

			10.30 am – 12.30 pm


			



			Laura Ventruto

			lauraventruto@yahoo.it

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Monday and Tuesday

			12.20–1.20 pm


			



			Gretchen Walters

			Gretchen.walters@unil.ch

			Office: 7-S

			+39 041 2719 521

			By appointment


			



			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			yoshi15@waseda.jp

			Office: 7-U

			+39 041 2719 533

			Monday and Wednesday

			10.45–11.45 am

 	
 			Weekly Schedule

 			2nd Semester of AY 2025–26 (Spring 2026)


 			
			Quick links


			
			
					Monday
					Tuesday
					Wednesday
			

			
					Thursday
					Friday
					Holidays
			

			

			

			
			


			
			
			
			

			Monday



			
			9.00 - 10.30

			
			



			
			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)


			



			S2607
 Comparing East and West. Beyond East and West: A Comparative Study of Heroes in Global Popular Culture, Yoshimoto


			



			S2625
 Ecology and Technology as Challenges of Ethics, Schönherr-Mann

			
			




			

			
			10.45 - 12.15

			
			




			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2601
 History of Venice, Pes


			



			S2608
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Rule of Law and the Identity of the West (1500- 2025), Lesaffer


			



			S2605
 Intercultural Communication: How do you Communicate Interculturally from a Cultural Perspective?, Schönherr-Mann


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2626
 Understanding the Anthropocene through the Lens of Cinematic Imagination, Yoshimoto

			
			



			S2618
 Inhabiting Urban Space and Sense of Place: the Heritage of 20th Century Neighborhoods in the Venice Metropolitan Area, Tosi & Muzzi


			



			S2622
 Extracting Ecological Heritage. The Incredible Rise of Marginal Territories in the Venice Lagoon, Pace & Bertin

			
			



			S2612
 Navigating Sustainability Crisis through Design Thinking and Business Model Innovation, Gusmerotti (double class)

						
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2612
 Navigating Sustainability Crisis through Design Thinking and Business Model Innovation, Gusmerotti (double class)

			
			



			S2602
 Italian Contemporary History in Films, Pes

			
			



			S2621
 Urban Policy Analysis and Design, Musco & Dall'Omo


			



			S2609
 Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Guarding the Doors of Hell. Regulating War and Peace in History, Lesaffer

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			Tea2B
Informal academic conversations, tea and biscuits at prof. Pes' office on Mondays

			
			






			
			
			Tuesday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2627
 Arctic Ecologies: History and Anthropology of the Russian North, Vasilyeva

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2614
 Biodiversity Conservation from International to Local Policy and Practice, Walters

			
			



			S2604
 Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice, Nevola


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2615
 The Mediterranean Diet: Food, History, Culture, Health, Georges


			



			S2616
 Anthropology of Space and Mobility in Uneven Worlds, Vasilyeva

			
			



			S2620
 Tourism: Cinema and the Memory of Italy, Dainotto


			



			S2613
 Indigenous Peoples, Local Communities and Natural Resources in Europe and Beyond, Walters


			



			S2611
 People, Networks and Systems in the light of Sustainable Management, Gusmerotti (double class)

			
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2611
 People, Networks and Systems in the light of Sustainable Management, Gusmerotti (double class)

			
			



			S2617
 Public Renaissance: Urban Cultures of Public Space between Early Modern Europe and the Present, Nevola


			



			S2624
 Venice and the Environmental Humanities, Bassi


			



			S2610
 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development, Graziano (double class)

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			S2610
 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development, Graziano (double class)

			
			



			S2619
 Branding Cities: Cultural Heritage, Patrimony, and Historic Centers, Dainotto


			



			S2606
 Gender Studies: Gender Across the Life Cycle in Italy, Georges

			
			




	

			

			Wednesday

			

			
			9.00 - 10.30

			
			



			
			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)


			



			S2607
 Comparing East and West. Beyond East and West: A Comparative Study of Heroes in Global Popular Culture, Yoshimoto


			



			S2625
 Ecology and Technology as Challenges of Ethics, Schönherr-Mann

			
			




			

			
			10.45 - 12.15

			
			




			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2601
 History of Venice, Pes


			



			S2608
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Rule of Law and the Identity of the West (1500- 2025), Lesaffer


			



			S2605
 Intercultural Communication: How do you Communicate Interculturally from a Cultural Perspective?, Schönherr-Mann


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2626
 Understanding the Anthropocene through the Lens of Cinematic Imagination, Yoshimoto

			
			



			S2618
 Inhabiting Urban Space and Sense of Place: the Heritage of 20th Century Neighborhoods in the Venice Metropolitan Area, Tosi & Muzzi

			
			



			S2622
 Extracting Ecological Heritage. The Incredible Rise of Marginal Territories in the Venice Lagoon, Pace & Bertin

						
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2602
 Italian Contemporary History in Films, Pes

			
			



			S2621
 Urban Policy Analysis and Design, Musco & Dall'Omo

			
			



			S2609
 Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. Guarding the Doors of Hell. Regulating War and Peace in History, Lesaffer

			
			




			
			
			
			16.30 – 18.00


			




			VIULIFE Co-curricular Program
Open Lectures
Guest Lectures
Cultural Events

			
			



			


			

			Thursday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2627
 Arctic Ecologies: History and Anthropology of the Russian North, Vasilyeva

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			S2603
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			S2614
 Biodiversity Conservation from International to Local Policy and Practice, Walters

			
			



			S2604
 Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice, Nevola


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			S2615
 The Mediterranean Diet: Food, History, Culture, Health, Georges


			



			S2616
 Anthropology of Space and Mobility in Uneven Worlds, Vasilyeva

			
			



			S2620
 Tourism: Cinema and the Memory of Italy, Dainotto


			



			S2613
 Indigenous Peoples, Local Communities and Natural Resources in Europe and Beyond, Walters

			
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			S2617
 Public Renaissance: Urban Cultures of Public Space between Early Modern Europe and the Present, Nevola

			
			



			S2624
 Venice and the Environmental Humanities, Bassi


			



			S2623
 The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common, Moro & Sommaggio (double class)

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			S2623
 The City of Venice and its Lagoon as a Common, Moro & Sommaggio (double class)

			
			



			S2619
 Branding Cities: Cultural Heritage, Patrimony, and Historic Centers, Dainotto


			



			S2606
 Gender Studies: Gender Across the Life Cycle in Italy, Georges

			
			



			


			

			Friday

			Rescheduled classes

			May 15, May 22

			
			


			
			Site visits, field trips

			Site visits and field trips related to courses are arranged on Fridays.

			
			



			VIU Plenary Workshop

			Friday April 17

			
			


			
			VIULIFE & Co-Curricular Program

			VIU will also organize a series of co-curricular activities on Fridays during the semester.

			
			


			
			Visits to:

			_ Palazzo Ducale

			_ Ghetto

			_ St. Mark Basilica

			_ Lagoon Tour

			_ Port of Venice and MOSE Tour

			_ ...

		
			



		
			Holidays

			NATIONAL and MUNICIPAL HOLIDAYS

			April 6

			April 25

			May 1

			
			


			
			MIDTERM BREAK

			April 6–10

			

 	
 			Academic Calendar

 			2nd Semester of AY 2025–26 (Spring 2026)

			
			Orientation week

			February 16–20

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			February 19

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			February 23


			


			
			Midterm break

			April 6–10


			


			
			Plenary Workshop

			April 17

			
			



			VeUMEU

			May 8–10

			
			


			
			Courses end

			May 22

			
			


			
			Exam week

			May 25–29

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			May 28

			
			


			
			National holidays

			April 6, April 25, May 1

 	
  			Next Semester

 	
 			Next Semester
Course List

 			1st Semester of AY 2026–27 (Fall 2026)

			
			Italy

			History of Venice

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian for Foreigners - beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			TBD

			
			




			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication

			TBD

			
			


			
			Gender Studies: Gender, Science, and the Arts

			Ina Linge

			University of Exeter

			
			


			
			Comparing East and West

			TBD

			
			


			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. Secularization and Value Change: a Global Perspective

			Jörg Stolz

			Université de Lausanne

			
			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. The Role of Arts on Health and Well-being

			Haruko Noguchi

			Waseda University


			


			
			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development

			TBD


			



			Specialization Track: Economics, Management and Digital Technologies Applied to Cultural Heritage


			


			
			Religions as Brands. The Marketization of Religions as Cultural Goods

			Jörg Stolz

			Université de Lausanne


			



			Specialization Track: Science and Society


			



			More-than-human Environments: Animals in Culture, Literature, and History

			Ina Linge

			University of Exeter


			



			Science Communication and Sustainability

			Alessandra Fornetti and Ilda Mannino

			Venice International University


			



			The Human Body, Science and Society. Anthropological Perspectives

			Kristin Kastner

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität


			



			Health Economics and Policies

			Haruko Noguchi

			Waseda University


			



			Specialization Track: History and Memory


			



			Cultural Nationalism in Europe and Beyond

			Guy Beiner

			Boston College


			



			The Great Flu: Remembering, Forgetting and Rediscovering a Global Pandemic

			Guy Beiner

			Boston College


			



			New Perspectives on Old Concepts. Voices from Africa and the Diaspora

			Kristin Kastner

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

 	
  			Next Semester
Academic Calendar

 			1st Semester of AY 2026–27 (Fall 2026)

			
			Orientation week

			September 7–11

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			September 10

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			September 14


			


			
			Midterm break

			October 26–30


			


			
			Courses end

			December 11

			
			


			
			Exam week

			December 14–18

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			December 17

			
			


			
			National holidays

			November 1, December 8


			


			
			Municipal holidays

			November 21

 	
		City Libraries

 	
			City Libraries Information


			[image: Girl reading in a library]

			
  			Most libraries are accessible to anyone for consultation, however they often require an ID card to be left at the entrance. Many libraries do not lend books and only allow onsite consultation. Almost all libraries have closed shelves and users are expected to ask for books at the desk after having consulted the catalogues and filled out a request form.

			
			Public libraries

			Marciana

			Public library and historical documents, 

			San Marco 7

			tel. 041 2407211

			http://venezia.sbn.it

			https://marciana.venezia.sbn.it

			Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9.30-15.30

			Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: close

			By reservation. Limited number in each room, divided in two shift, you can booked both if you need to stay all day

			
			


			
			Fondazione Cini

			Arts and Humanities, 

			Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore

			tel. 041 2710255

			biblioteca@cini.it

			Monday to Friday: 10.00-16.00

			
			


			
			Querini Stampalia

			General public library with some open shelves, 

			Santa Maria Formosa, Castello 5252

			tel. 041 2711411

			biblioteca@querinistampalia.org

			Tuesday to Saturday: 10.00-24.00

			Sunday and holidays: 10.00-19.00

			
			


			
			Museo Correr

			Art History, 

			San Marco 52

			tel. 041 2405211

			https://correr.visitmuve.it/it/il-museo/servizi-agli-studiosi/biblioteca

			biblioteca.correr@comune.venezia.it

			
			


			
			Temporarily closed

			Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 08.30-13.30

			Tuesday and Thursday: 08.30-17.00

			
			


			
			Levi Foundation

			History of Music and Music Scores, 

			San Marco 2893

			tel. 041 7867- 47/46

			biblioteca@fondazionelevi.it

			Monday to Friday: 

			09.00-16.30 (booking recommended)

			
			


			
			Archives of the Biennale

			Archivio Storico delle Arti Contemporanee - ASAC

			VEGA Parco Scientifico Tecnologico di Venezia

			Via delle Industrie, Marghera

			Tuesday and Wednesday: 09.30-17.00

			by appointment only 

			(tel. 041 5218790 or e-mail consultazione.asac@labiennale.org)

			
			Libraries of Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ)

			The Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ) was restored in 2005 and is made of four different spaces, the so-called “Tese”. It has a reading room with over 300 places, 24 computers with internet connectivity, photocopying and multimedia facilities and it has a large selection of bibliographic and electronic resources.

			Zattere, Dorsoduro 1392, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5820 / 5811

			https://www.unive.it/cfz

			cfz@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-20.00

			Sunday: 14.00-24.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			CFZ provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Economics (BEC)

			The Library of Economics (BEC) has around 120,000 volumes and 1,700 periodicals in the following disciplinary areas: Economics, Business Management, Statistics, Marketing, Accounting, Finance etc. 

			The Library offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, bibliographical assistance, a multimedia room with 30 pcs, reference assistance for databases and photocopying.

			Fondamenta San Giobbe, Cannaregio 873, Venice

			tel. 041 2348763

			https://www.unive.it/bec

			bec@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 8.30-19.45

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			From Monday to Friday 6.15-19.45 and on Saturdays: 

			reference, photocopying and book return services only

			
			


			
			Library of Humanities (BAUM)

			The Library of Humanities (BAUM) is located in the Malcanton Marcorà complex and has a total surface of 2500 sq m, two underground floors and 300 places. The Library of Humanities includes over 300,000 books, 3,651 journals and 600 electronic journals available on the university network. A significant part of the books and all the magazines are open-shelf and they belong to the following disciplinary areas: Philosophy, History, Art, Italian Studies, Philology, Arts, Social Sciences, etc.

			The Library of Humanities offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, reference assistance, databases, photocopying and scanning facilities.

			Malcanton Marcorà complex, Dorsoduro 3484/D, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5613

			www.unive.it/baum

			baum@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			Reference

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			(with the exception of the underground floors)

			Book loans

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00 

			by reservation, by the app Affluences (writing title and collocation)

			Self-access photocopying

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			BAUM provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences (BAS)

			The collection of the Library of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences (BAS) includes resources in the following scientific areas: Chemistry, Physics, Nanotechnologies, Environmental Sciences, Materials Sciences etc. It has two different buildings - one in Venice and another in Mestre - and offers various services, such as book loans, book reference, reference assistance, databases and photocopying facilities.

			Santa Marta 2137, Venice, via Torino 155, Mestre

			tel. +39 041 234 8516 (Santa Marta) / 8454 (via Torino)

			bibliobas@unive.it

			Santa Marta

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			via Torino

			Monday to Friday: 8.30-18.30

			
			


			
			European Documentation Center (CDE)

			c/o Library of East Asian Studies (ASIA-OR)

			Palazzo Vendramin dei Carmini, Dorsoduro 3462, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9503

			cde@unive.it

			Due to the current situation the library is closed

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-18.00

			Document research by appointment only

			
			


			
			Library of the Inter-University Center for Studies on the Culture Veneto (CISVe)

			Palazzo Minich, San Marco 2940, Venice

			tel. 041 234 7596 / 7597

			cisv@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 10.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Historical Library

			Ca’ Foscari Historical Library was established in 1868 with the foundation of the University.

			The Historical Library includes about 80,000 books and periodicals from the sixteenth to the mid-twentieth century. It also includes 21 collections given by university professors and Rectors.

			
			


			
			Ca’ Bernardo

			Dorsoduro 3199, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5832

			fondostorico@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			(admittance by appointment only)


			


			
			Library of Foreign Languages and Literatures (BALI)

			The Library of Foreign Languages and Literatures (BALI) includes the following libraries:

			
			


			
			Library of Anglo-American, Iberian and Slavic Studies (AMERIBE)

			Ca’ Bernardo, Dorsoduro 3199, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9428 / 9482

			bibliodais@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of European and Postcolonial Studies (SLLEP)

			Palazzo Cosulich, Zattere - Dorsoduro 1405, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 7819 / 7827

			slleppre@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Language Sciences (SC-LING)

			Ca’ Bembo, Dorsoduro 1075, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5746

			bibliosl@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Eurasian Studies (EURASIA)

			Ca’ Cappello, San Polo 2035, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 8852

			bibeuras@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday 8:00-14.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of East Asian Studies (ASIA-OR)

			Palazzo Vendramin dei Carmini, Dorsoduro 3462, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9551 / 9503

			asiabib@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			Libraries of Università Iuav di Venezia

			Central Library

			Tolentini, S. Croce 191, Venice

			tel. 041 2571104

			sbd@sally.iuav.it

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.30

			Book loans

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.30 by reservation

			Consultation on site

			9.00-13.00/13.30-17.30

			Reading room

			Monday to Friday: 09.00-24.00

			Consultation and loans

			Monday to Friday: 09.00-20.00

 	
			VIU Member Universities & Staff
	
	
 			VIU members

 			
			Boston College – USA

			Città Metropolitana di Venezia – Italy

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Italy

			Duke University – USA

			European University at St. Petersburg – Russia

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica INAF – Italy

			Korea University – Korea

			KU Leuven – Belgium

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität – Germany

			Rice University – USA

			Sabancı University – Turkey

			Stellenbosch University – South Africa

			Tel Aviv University – Israel

			Tsinghua University – P.R. China

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Padova – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” – Italy

			Università Iuav di Venezia – Italy

			Université de Bordeaux – France

			Université de Lausanne – Switzerland

			University of Exeter – United Kingdom

			University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia – Italy

			Waseda University – Japan

			

			Governance

			Umberto Vattani

			President

			
			

			
			Luigi Brugnaro

			Vice President

			
			

			
			Carmelo Marabello

			Dean

			
			

			
			Luca Pes

			Vice Dean

			

			Board of Directors

			James Keenan

			Boston College

			
			


			Nicola Torricella

			Città Metropolitana di Venezia

			
			

			
			Daniele Archibugi

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

			
			

			
			Giovanni Zanalda

			Duke University

			
			

			
			Oleg Kharkhordin

			European University at St. Petersburg

			
			


			Annalisa Bonfiglio

			IUSS School of Pavia

			
			

			
			Peter Lievens

			KU Leuven

			
			

			
			Bernd Huber

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			
			


			Yusuf Leblebici

			Sabancı University

			
			

			
			Maarman Samuel Tshehla

			Stellenbosch University

			
			

			
			Milette Shamir

			Tel Aviv University

			
			

			
			Carla Andreiani

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”

			
			


			Chiara Saccon

			Università Ca' Foscari Venezia


			

			
			Daniela Mapelli

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			
			

			
			Maria Luce Frezzotti

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca

			
			

			
			Margherita Turvani

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			
			

			
			Dean Lewis

			Université de Bordeaux

			
			

			
			Frédéric Herman

			Université de Lausanne

			
			

			
			Richard Follett

			University of Exeter

			
			

			
			GEMMA Masahiko

			Waseda University


			

			
			Caroline Levander

			Rice University

			

			Academic Council

			Carmelo Marabello

			Venice International University, Chair

			
			

			
			Eileen Sweeney

			Boston College

			
			

			
			Daniele Archibugi

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

			
			

			
			Stephen Nowicki

			Duke University

			
			

			
			Natalia Mazur

			European University at St. Petersburg

			
			


			Mario Martina

			IUSS School of Pavia

			
			

			
			Bart Raymaekers

			KU Leuven

			
			

			
			Hans Van Ess

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität


			

			
			Caroline Levander

			Rice University

			
			


			Cem Güneri

			Sabancı University 


			

			
			Robert Kotze

			Stellenbosch University

			
			

			
			Kinneret Lahad

			Tel Aviv University

			
			

			
			Alessio Cotugno

			Università Ca' Foscari Venezia

			
			

			
			Cristina Basso

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			
			

			
			Maria Chiara Tosi

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			
			

			
			Lucia Visconti Parisio

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca


			

			
			Bianca Sulpasso

			Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata

			
			

			
			Laurent Servant

			Université de Bordeaux

			
			

			
			Giorgio Zanetti

			Université de Lausanne – UNIL

			
			

			
			Richard Follett

			University of Exeter


			

			
			Maji Christine Rhee

			Waseda University

			

			VIU Staff

			Institutional Affairs

			Igor Folca-Nash

			Head of Office

			
			

			
			Giovanna Pietrobon

			Assistant

			

			Administration

			Alessandro Spezzamonte

			Director

			
			

			
			Jasmine El Din

			Administrative Assistant

			
			

			
			Matteo Cavalieri

			Administration Control Model and Quality System


			

			
			Giulia Longari

			Front Office

			

			Conferences and LLP

			Igor Folca-Nash

			Head of Office

			
			

			
			Silvia Casalini

			Conference assistant

			
			

			
			Vocational Training:

			Elena Bovolenta

			European Project Training Center

			

			Facilities Management, Network and Systems Administration

			Facilities:

			Igor Folca-Nash

			Facilities Manager

			
			

			
			Network:

			Alessandro De Rossi

			Network Administrator

			
			

			
			Assistant:

			Marcello Masiero

			Technical Support

			

			Communications, VIU Fellows and Alumni

			Orla McLaughlin

			Head of Office

			
			

			
			Francesca Zennaro

			Web Content


			

			
			Rebecca Simonetti

			Social Media

			

			Academic Programs

			Orla McLaughlin

			Executive Director

			

			Globalization Program

			Luca Pes

			Scientific Director

			
			

			
			Miriam Rivas Medina

			Program Assistant – Student Services (Visas & Residency Permits, Accommodation, Co-Curricular Program)

			
			


			Diana Mattiello

			Program Assistant – Student Services (Internships, Mobility & Erasmus+)

			
			


			Francesca Zennaro

			Program Assistant – Student Services (Student Registration & Records)



			Intensive Graduate Activities (PhD Academy, Graduate Seminars, Summer Schools)

			Ilda Mannino

			Scientific Coordinator

			
			

			
			Elisa Carlotto

			Program Coordinator


			

			
			Diana Mattiello

			Program Assistant


			

			
			Rebecca Simonetti

			Program Assistant


			
			Library

			Elena Bovolenta

			Librarian

			

			TeDIS Program on Innovation

			Stefano Micelli

			Scientific Director

			
			

			
			Lucia Di Gioia

			Executive Director

			
			

			
			Matteo Cavalieri

			EU Project Controller



			TEN Program on Sustainability

			Ignazio Musu

			Scientific Director

			
			

			
			Alessandra Fornetti

			Executive Director

			
			

			
			Ilda Mannino

			Scientific Coordinator

			
			

			
			Elisa Carlotto

			Program Coordinator

			

			Ageing Program

			Agar Brugiavini

			Scientific Director


			


			Giulia Longari

			Program Assistant
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