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 			About VIU
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			Venice International University (VIU) is something unique in the academic world – a consortium of 23 universities and research institutions from all over the world with an autonomous campus on the island of San Servolo, Venice, Italy.

			Universities today must play a strategic role in addressing the new global challenges: sustainable development, climate change, energy, food & water security, urban growth, ageing populations, innovation & technology, global ethics, protection of tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

			VIU’s academic and thematic programs adopt interdisciplinary approaches in an international context, nurturing the ability of students to develop different skills, to work across disciplines, to react with great flexibility with a broad intellectual range.

			The participants in the activities are mainly students of the member universities, although since its foundation in 1995, VIU has increasingly worked to develop and contribute to the research triangle of stakeholders – industry, academia and government – through the thematic programs on Sustainability (TEN), Innovation (TeDIS) and Ageing. Recently, this multi-stakeholder approach has expanded to include citizens and civil society. Their involvement has the potential to enrich research and policy development, offering valuable insights and solutions to address today’s global challenges.

			In the area of Sustainable Development, VIU is active in several important international networks, including Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), Associazione Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (ASviS), UN Global Compact and Global Compact Network Italia Foundation.

			
			


			
			Member Universities of VIU:

			Boston College – USA

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Italy

			Duke University – USA

			European University at St. Petersburg – Russia

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica – Italy

			Korea University – Korea

			KU Leuven – Belgium

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität – Germany

			Rice University - USA

			Sabancı University – Turkey

			Stellenbosch University – South Africa

			Tel Aviv University – Israel

			Tsinghua University – P.R. China

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Padova – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” – Italy

			Università Iuav di Venezia – Italy

			Université de Bordeaux – France

			Université de Lausanne – Switzerland

			University of Exeter – United Kingdom

			University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia – Italy

			Waseda University – Japan

			
			


			
			The Metropolitan City of Venice is also a member of VIU.

			The Italian Ministry for University Education and Scientific and Technological Research formally recognized the Venice International University consortium as an international center of higher education and research by Ministerial Decree on 23 October 1997.

 	
			
 			Globalization Program


 			[image: Group of students studying together in a library]

 		
			Crossing borders

			Educating towards world citizenship

			

			
			Today’s globalized world needs flexible minds, able to move across disciplines, capable of tackling contemporary challenges with innovative humanistic approaches; recognizing the importance of environmental and economic sustainability and natural and cultural heritage; understanding, communicating and working with people from other cultures. VIU’s Globalization Program provides a response in this direction, promoting academic cooperation among partner universities from around the world, through academic programs, internships, seminars, workshops and conferences. In particular, the program provides students with an intense educational experience in Venice, in multicultural contexts, where global and comparative approaches are privileged, integrating the study of human heritage, creativity and imagination with the study of social relations and institutions.


			Multicultural, International & Interdisciplinary

			The Globalization Program brings together talented, motivated students from the member universities in a truly multicultural, international and interdisciplinary environment. Each semester over 100 students participate in the program as part of their degree in their home university. The interdisciplinary courses are English-taught by professors from the member universities.

			The program provides a powerful learning experience in which students develop their capacity for critical thinking and creative problem solving. Students of the Globalization Program are thus more prepared for graduate study and for careers in new and emerging fields. Students choose from a course offering of 25-28 courses:


			



			Core Topics

			Italy: courses that analyze Venetian and Italian life, culture, art and history:

			_ History of Venice

			_ Italian Contemporary History in Films

			_ Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			_ Italian for Foreigners


			


			
			Cultures of the World: courses that examine the cultures of the world; courses that make the most of the intercultural classroom:

			_ Intercultural Communication

			_ Gender Studies

			_ Comparing East and West


			


			
			Global Challenges: courses that address current, global issues, preferably from an interdisciplinary perspective:

			_ Identity, Heritage and Globalization

			_ Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights

			_ Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development


			


			
			Specialization Tracks: 3-6 courses will be available in each track and will vary each semester


			



			Economics, Management and Digital Technologies applied to Cultural Heritage

			The aim of this specialization track is to introduce students to concepts such as Natural and Cultural Heritage, both tangible and intangible; to the challenges posed by their management, preservation and development, in relation to development policies and/or citizenship issues. 3-5 courses are typically offered in this track.


			


			
			Science and Society

			The aim is to explore critically the role and impact of science, technology and innovation within society, and conversely how society, politics and culture affect scientific research and innovation. Courses may examine Science as a profession and the role of scientists as stakeholders within society, or may scrutinize the ethics of science, and explore the many relevant societal issues including science and education, science communication and civic engagement; the economics, sociology and anthropology of science; representation of science in literature and the arts; citizen science and open science; responsible research and innovation.


			


			
			History and Memory

			This specialization track is intended to offer opportunities to develop an up-to-date understanding of history, historical research and consciousness, Collective and individual memory and forgetting, with their ethical and political implications, in their micro and macro dimensions.


			


			
			Environmental Management and Sustainable Development

			The aim of this specialization track is to develop awareness of Sustainability concepts and issues, applied to the Environment and the Economy, learning about sustainable practices and management, adopting ethical and cultural approaches. Courses may provide tools of analysis of Environmental changes and of impact valuation (including digital tools), knowledge about policies, law and governance; climate change; sustainable energy; food and water security; corporate social responsibility and industrial ecology; the role of lead firms in fostering environmental innovation; justice and development.


			


			
			Cities and Global Change

			This specialization track focuses on the cities as places where human activities are concentrated, as the chief causes of, and solutions to, anthropogenic global change, providing students with a critical view on the nature of cities and social, economic, political, cultural global change, their interrelation, the way in which cities address problems and opportunities emerging from such change (climate change, transport and mobility, democracy and participation, education, multiculturalism, migration and population trends, tourism, land use, urban poverty) and the tools available for governance of change.


			


			
			Environmental Humanities

			This track aims to capture existing conjunctions across environmental philosophy, environmental history, ecocriticism, cultural geography, cultural anthropology, and political ecology, while also seeking to integrate debates thus far largely shaped by different disciplinary contexts. Environmental Humanities can help to organize humanistic research, to open up new forms of interdisciplinarity, both within the humanities and in collaboration with the social and natural sciences, and to shape public debate and policies on environmental issues.

			
			Academics

			The Globalization Program is a 15-week credit only program. Courses are 40-hours long (except Italian for Foreigners: 56 hours) and recognized for credit by member universities. Attendance is compulsory; a mid-term break allows independent travel in Italy and Europe. Courses have 20-25 students to facilitate group work and student presentations.

			
			Credit recognition

			All Member Universities recognize Globalization Program courses for credit. Each University defines the procedures by which courses are approved and how they can be inserted into a student’s degree program. Request further information about credits by writing to: student-services@univiu.org

			If you encounter difficulties in receiving credits for courses, please contact the Vice Dean for assistance.

			
			Admissions

			Students at the Italian member universities Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia, Università Iuav di Venezia, Università degli Studi di Padova and Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” may apply for the program directly with VIU by filling out the pre-registration form on VIU website.

			
			


			
			

			



			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia:

			Prof. Sara De Vido, sara.devido@unive.it

			Ketti Borille, incoming.mobility@unive.it (Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Exchange students only)

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Padova:

			Prof. Cristina Basso, cristina.basso@unipd.it

			Prof. Alessandra Gallerano, alessandra.gallerano@unipd.it

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”:

			Prof. Bianca Sulpasso, bianca.sulpasso@uniroma2.it

			Prof. Mirabela Salavastru, mirabela.salavastru@uniroma2.it

			
			



			Università Iuav di Venezia:

			Prof. Maria Chiara Tosi, mnrtso@iuav.it


			


			



			Students from all other universities must apply through the relevant office in their home university, as listed below:


			



			

			



			Boston College:

			Students must apply through the BC Office of International Programs.

			Samantha Lee, samantha.lee@bc.edu

			
			



			Duke University:

			Students must apply through the Duke Global Education Office for Undergraduates.

			Mariah Henderson, mariah.henderson@duke.edu

			
			



			European University of St. Petersburg:

			Prof. Natalia Mazur, nmazur@eu.spb.ru

			Olga Makarova, omakarova@eu.spb.ru

			
			



			Korea University:

			Students must apply through the Office of International Affairs.

			Hyunjoo Cho, outeurope@korea.ac.kr

			
			



			KU Leuven:

			Students must apply through the KU Leuven International Office.

			Laura Lenssen, laura.lenssen@kuleuven.be

			
			



			Ludwig Maximilians Universität:

			Students must apply through the LMU International Office.

			Administrative Advisor Philippa Menzel, Philippa.Menzel@verwaltung.uni-muenchen.de

			
			



			Rice University:

			Meredith Bonner, mallison@rice.edu

			
			



			Stellenbosch University:

			Students must apply through the Global Education Center.

			Angelo Mckerry, angelom@sun.ac.za

			
			



			Tel Aviv University:

			Students must apply through the Out Exchange Office.

			Ofir Ben Ezra, outexchange@tauex.tau.ac.il

			
			



			Tsinghua University:

			Aina Jiang, jiangaina@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn

			
			



			Université de Bordeaux:

			Malika Chazelas, International Mobility Office Manager, malika.chazelas@u-bordeaux.fr

			
			



			Université de Lausanne:

			Emmanuel Cenuse, emmanuel.cenuse@unil.ch

			
			



			University of Exeter:

			Students must apply through the Global Opportunities Team.

			outbound@exeter.ac.uk

			
			



			Sabancı University:

			Zeynep Ezgi Erdem, ezgi.erdem@sabanciuniv.edu

			Gulin Karahuseyinoglu, g.karahuseyinoglu@sabanciuniv.edu


			


			
			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca:

			Agnese Cofler, agnese.cofler@unimib.it

			
			



			Waseda University:

			Students must apply through the WU Center for International Education.

			cie-europe@list.waseda.jp

			Emi Itokawa, cie-outbound04@list.waseda.jp

			


			Online registration for courses

			If you are currently registered at one of VIU’s member universities and already know which courses you would like to take, you should pre-register and register for courses through on-line forms. Please visit our website: https://www.univiu.org/study/globalization-program/courses

			
			Tuition fees

			Students must be regularly enrolled in their home university and must pay regular tuition fees to their home university. No further fees are paid directly to Venice International University.

			
			Logistics & Accommodation

			Orientation is provided at the beginning of semester, with campus and city tours, information sessions on the courses, on immigration issues, and social activities.

			Accommodation is available on campus on the Island of San Servolo, situated in the Lagoon of Venice just 10 minutes by boat from Piazza San Marco. VIU also assists students in finding accommodation in apartments in Venice.

			
			Co-curricular Activities

			A rich variety of Co-curricular activities further enhances the educational mission of the program, through a plenary workshop, informal opportunities to debate topical issues, guest lectures, social and sporting events, weekly movie screenings, day trips and site-visits to the most important venues and sites of Venice and its hinterland, and locations related to the courses.

			
			Internship
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			VIU provides internship opportunities, mobility and scholarships to students of the member universities who attend the Globalization Program. Following the semester of courses at VIU, selected students are offered internships at research centers, universities, cultural organizations and companies in Italy and abroad.

			Each semester VIU publishes several calls for applications for the Internship and Mobility Program:

			
			


			
			1. Internships in Italy

			For bachelor’s and master’s students, including exchange students at Ca’ Foscari, Iuav, Padova and Tor Vergata who are attending the semester at VIU and who are interested in gaining practical experience and familiarity with working life and organizational dynamics of some of the most important research centers, companies and institutions whose activities are related to Globalization, Cultural Heritage and/or Sustainable Development. Most of the opportunities will be in the Venice area although some may be in other regions in Italy.


			



			Host institutions include, among others:

			_ Peggy Guggenheim Collection (1st semester call only)

			_ Vela SpA – Events division – Carnival of Venice

			_ City of Venice – International Relations Office

			_ Fondazione Musei Civici

			_ UNESCO – Venice office

			_ Marsilio Editori, publishing company

			_ CNR – Italian National Research Council

			_ We are Here Venice – non-profit association

			_ Iveser – Venetian Institute of History of the Resistance and Contemporary Society

			_ Ocean Space

			_ Spazio Punch

			_ Centro studi classicA – Iuav

			_ Smart Venice

			
			



			Scholarships are awarded to selected students to contribute to the costs of international travel and accommodation.

			For further information: globalization@univiu.org


			


			
			2. Erasmus+ Mobility for Studies
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			Venice International University, together with the Italian member universities is accredited as an Erasmus+ mobility consortium. Thus, students coming from member universities in other countries associated to the Erasmus+ programme* may have the opportunity to apply for an Erasmus+ grant to support their study at VIU.

			Erasmus+ grants are available to students in universities in other countries when specific projects have received funding from the Erasmus+ programme.


			


			
			For more information:

			erasmus@univiu.org

			
			VIULectures
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			The Globalization Program is intended to provide an impetus for original reflection on globalization within an international network that involves researchers, policy-makers, entrepreneurs, cultural institutions and regional institutions of the countries represented at Venice International University. Each semester VIU invites guest speakers to address topical themes at the Opening Ceremonies of the semesters and during the VIU Lectures series.

			
			
 	
  			VIU Campus


  			[image: Students gathering at VIU Campus]

		
			Classrooms and offices

			VIU academic and administrative offices are located in the main building near the entrance to the island, where there are also fully equipped classrooms and seminar rooms.

			
			Computer facilities and photocopying

			The VIU Card (available from Front Office) provides access to library, computer and photocopying facilities.

			The PC Room is open to all VIU professors and students, 24 hours a day. PCs are connected to the Internet and have the suite of Microsoft Office programs installed. There are also workstations for laptops and Wi-Fi is available.

			VIU also has a highly advanced Apple Mac Computer Lab for integrating digital technologies in the academic courses. The 3D modeling, visualization, and mapping technologies installed enable students to engage with questions of change over time and dynamic process in urban and rural environments. The programs available include 3D modeling using SketchUp, 3D acquisition using Photogrammetry, interactive mapping with Google Earth, Scalar, and the basics of arcGIS related to Google Earth.

			There are four photocopiers in the VIU main building (Library, zone 6, zone 7).

			
			Housing and dining

			There are residential halls with over 200 places on the island of San Servolo. There are also laundry facilities, a restaurant which is open every day for breakfast and lunch, and a bar.

			
			Libraries and Resources

			The VIU Library catalogue is online at: http://library.univiu.org

			The VIU Library is in the main building and the collection includes reference books, textbooks, dictionaries, reviews, magazines and a collection of DVDs. The Library is open for lending from Monday to Friday (check notice board for hours).

			Course materials are available through VIU e-learning platform: https://elearning.univiu.org, where professors upload materials, resources and assignments for their courses. Access is restricted to registered students.

			VIU students also have access to libraries and facilities in Venice. This guide includes a list of libraries in Venice including opening hours, location and resources available.

			
			Venice

			The location chosen for the program, Venice, offers to non-Venetian students the opportunity of temporarily living in a world heritage city, with a great concentration of art, architecture and history.

			Having been a great merchant city and a political myth, and, at the same time, a capital of humanism and a literary myth, it is the perfect placing for the school and its mission. But it is not only the signs of the past, which make Venice interesting for students and professors. The city is a living machine in a unique setting, based on water, which represents an alternative urban and social concept, embracing several islands in the lagoon, as well as the estuary and the mainland.

			The city offers the possibility of experiencing contemporary challenges of environmental and economic sustainability and the effects of global traveling, providing resources and fieldwork opportunities for various kinds of courses, considering also its role as administrative capital of the most dynamic industrial region of Italy, as the site of one of the most important World Film Festivals and as a growing center of international contemporary arts exhibitions.

			VIU also aims, through its activities and collaborations, to contribute to the cultural and political debate on this extraordinary metropolitan area.

 	
  			Courses
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 			Course List


			Italy


			History of Venice – F2601

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films – F2602

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Italian for Foreigners (beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels) – F2603

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – F2604

			Cosimo Monteleone

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage

			
			
			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication: Translating the Culture Shock. Towards Intercultural Understanding – F2605

			Márcia Rego

			Duke University

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			Gender Studies: Gender, Science, and the Arts – F2606

			Ina Linge

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			Comparing East and West. Totalitarian Art in Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and the Soviet Union – F2607

			Erika Wolf

			European University at St. Petersburg

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. Secularization and Value Change: a Global Perspective – F2608

			Jörg Stolz

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. The Role of Arts on Health and Well-being – F2609

			Haruko Noguchi

			Waseda University

			Course webpage

			
			



			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development – F2610

			Luis A. Campos

			Rice University

			Course webpage

			
			




			Specialization Track: Economics, Management and Digital Technologies Applied to Cultural Heritage

			
			


			
			Management of Sustainable Tourism for Cultural Heritage – F2611

			Elena Bonel & Giorgio Andrian

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			Religions as Brands. The Marketization of Religions as Cultural Goods – F2612

			Jörg Stolz

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage

			
			




			Specialization Track: Science and Society

			
			



			Science Communication and Sustainability – F2613

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino

			Venice International University

			Course webpage

			
			



			Water Heritage and Sustainable Development. Intangible Cultural Landscapes and Practices – F2614

			Pietro Daniel Omodeo, Meital Shai & Erasmo Castellani

			Università Ca' Foscari Venezia

			Course webpage

			
			



			Health Economics and Policies – F2615

			Haruko Noguchi

			Waseda University

			Course cancelled

			
			



			The Century of the Gene: The History of Genetics and Eugenics – F2616

			Luis A. Campos

			Rice University

			Course webpage

			
			



			The Human Body, Science and Society. Anthropological Perspectives – F2617

			Kristin Kastner

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			More-than-human Environments: Animals in Culture, Literature, and History – F2618

			Ina Linge

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage

			
			




			Specialization Track: History and Memory

			
			


			
			Monuments, Myths, and the Media: The Social Life of Memories – F2619

			Márcia Rego

			Duke University

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			Cultural Nationalism in Europe and Beyond – F2620

			Guy Beiner

			Boston College

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			New Perspectives on Old Concepts. Voices from Africa and the Diaspora – F2621

			Kristin Kastner

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			The Great Flu: Remembering, Forgetting and Rediscovering a Global Pandemic – F2622

			Guy Beiner

			Boston College

			Course webpage

			
			


			
			History of Photography: Document, Technology, Art – F2623

			Erika Wolf

			European University at St. Petersburg

			Course webpage

	
 			
 			History of Venice – F2601

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description

			Various things make Venice a place of interest: the fact that it was built on waters and marshy lands; the way its inhabitants shaped the Lagoon and managed the environment; the relationship with Byzantium and the East; the way it became the capital of a merchant empire; its role as a center of the printing industry, art production and Humanism; its development into a city of pleasure; the sudden loss of independence; the 19th Century cultural myth of its death; its rebirth with the Risorgimento of Italy; the creation of a new urban order, from the industrial port of Marghera to the beach resort at the Lido; the great social transformation of the 1950s-1970s, which produced a crisis of Greater Venice; the development into a “theme-park”; the way the city still presents an alternative notion of urban space.

			The course covers all of these themes through wide use of multimedia sources (images, videos, music), attempting to provide a broad introduction to ways to look at the history of this place. Its structure will not be chronological, but thematic. The main focus will be on the relationship between the environmental setting, morphology of the city, social life, political institutions. Students will be exposed to an idea of history as social construction.

			The course will involve site visits (Ghetto, Ducal Palace, MoSE and Industrial Port).

			Students are expected to contribute to class, through two short oral presentations, which can take the form of either an article review or research report, and a final research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Topics can range from Literature to Economics, from Law to Cinema. Past themes have included: Venice and the Fourth Crusade, Venetian Courtesans, Marco Polo, The Bostonians in Venice, Contemporary Arts in Venice, Venice and Mass Tourism, Contemporary Environmental Policies. Students will also be asked to act as discussants after one of the presentations by their peers. 

			In the presentations, group work mixing nationalities will be encouraged. Research papers must include bibliographical references and notes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% Attendance and in-class participation

			_ 10% Discussion of one of the oral presentations by peers

			_ 20% First oral presentation in class

			_ 20% Second oral presentation in class

			_ 40% Written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Part One (Week 1-4)

			
			The Urban Form – A City Built on Water, Machine for Living

			
			


			
			1) Venice’s global image, stereotypes and replicas; Venice as a machine for living; history of cisterns; city setting (brackish water and muds); 

			2) Ancient legendary narratives of foundation (Attila and 421); 

			3) Modern historiographic narratives (Maritime Venice, Rivo Altus, Lombards and Byzantines); 

			4) More recent environmental narratives (arm wrestle between rivers and sea, Eraclea and Metamaucum, invention of the Lagoon); 

			5) Building the city (maps, toponyms, songs); 

			6) Urban maintenance and preservation (including: the city as work of art in progress)

			

			
			Part Two (Week 5-8)

			
			Venice and Modernity – A City which Lived Violent Industrialization and Extreme “Post-Modern” Processes

			
			


			
			1) Industrialization, futurism and port Marghera; 

			2) Greater Venice, de-industrialization, green tree strategy; 

			3) High tide of 1966 and the rediscovery of the Lagoon; 

			4) Sustainable Venice, climate change and MoSE (the mobile dams to protect Venice from the rising sea level); 

			5) Privatization and liberalization, “Veniceland”, the tourist boom and its effects, residents’ resistance;

			6) International institutions (Biennale etc.), opportunities of Venice as a cosmopolitan city, capital of handcrafts and contemporary art

			

			
			Part Three (Week 9-12)

			
			Historical Heritage – A Merchant Aristocratic Republic

			
			


			
			1) Rise of Venetian trade and power (726-1204 the complex relation with Byzantium, from the first acclaimed doge to the fourth crusade); 

			2) Expansion (1204-1453 rivalry with Genoese and Ottomans in the Mediterranean, conquest of the Terraferma); 

			3) “Decline” (1453-1797 myths and realities, end of expansion in Terraferma, Ottoman take overs in the Mediterranean, Venetian pacifist diplomacy, plagues, conservatism, end of the Republic of Venice); 

			4) Political system, carnival in Ancient Venice; 

			5) Welfare, Church/State relations; 

			6) Death and Risorgimento of Venice (French, Austrian dominations, 1848 revolution)

			

			


			



			
			Bibliography
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			Bosworth, R. (2014). Italian Venice: A History. Yale University Press (329 pages). The history of Venice from the annexation to the present, told by an Australian political historian (famous for his works on Italian Fascism) from the University of Oxford. A more recent book, which roots narrative in visible elements of the urban environment (monuments, buildings, places), aware of Italian Historiographical works.

			Crouzet Pavan, E. (2005). Venice Triumphant: The Horizons of a Myth. The Johns Hopkins University Press. Top French scholar on Medieval Venice deconstructs myths and tells the history of the city and the Republic before 1797, paying attention also to urban daily life and the relationship with water: excellent book.

			Ferraro, J.M. (2012). Venice: History of the Floating City. Cambridge University Press (214 pages). More recent overview of the History of Venice as a city and a State, assuming postmodern approaches: the construction and evolution of identities; the multiculturalism of material life; social hierarchy; and gender as a cultural construction – by an American Historian.

			Gianighian, G. & Pavanini, P. (2010). Venice: The Basics. Gambier Keller (80 pages). Introduction to urban Venice as a built environment by two Venetian architectural historians (Gianighian was professor of restoration at IUAV and at Shanghai Jiao Tong University and taught a course on UNESCO World Heritage Sites at VIU for several years).

			Lane, F. (1973). Venice: A Maritime Republic. The Johns Hopkins University Press. The classic textbook on the History of Venice, which keeps being reprinted. Lane has been the most outstanding US economic and social historian on Venice (esp. Renaissance): very reliable and clear.

			Ortalli, G. & Scarabello, G. (1999). A Short History of Venice. Pacini Editore (126 pages). The best very brief and reliable chronological synthesis of Venice as a city-State and power, widely available, by two scholars of Ca’ Foscari University.

			Plant, M. (2003). Venice: Fragile City 1797-1997. Yale University Press (424 pages). This illustrated book encompasses politics, culture and architecture of the city after the fall of the Republic, using also Italian scholarly research. The author is Professor Emeritus in Art History in Melbourne, Australia.

			We Are Here Venice (WAHV) (2020). Whose City Is It Anyway?. WAHV (43 pages). Rigorous analysis of the present situation of Venice in terms of Housing, Employment and Services under the pressure of over tourism. WAHV is a Third Sector Organisation (TSO), dedicated to the conservation of Venice as a living city, founded in 2015. see resource

			

 	
			
 			Italian Contemporary History in Films – F2602

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description


			The course introduces to modern Italian politics, society, and culture in a historical and comparative perspective – while exposing students to classics of Italian cinema. Discussions, lectures and presentations will revolve around eleven Italian fiction movies: Il Gattopardo (1963) by Luchino Visconti (based on Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa), Amarcord (1973) by Federico Fellini, Il Conformista (1970) by Bernardo Bertolucci (based on Alberto Moravia), Vincere (2009) by Marco Bellocchio, La Notte di San Lorenzo (1982) by Paolo e Vittorio Taviani, La Pelle (1981) by Liliana Cavani (based on Curzio Malaparte), Don Camillo (1952) by Julien Duvivier (based on Giovanni Guareschi), Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore (1972) by Lina Wertmueller, Tano da morire (1997) by Roberta Torre, Il Caimano (2006) by Nanni Moretti and Loro (2018) by Paolo Sorrentino.

			The idea is that films can be useful as a starting point for historical discourses, as documents of the time in which they were made, as historiographical texts on the period in which they are set and as historical agents, as they can be constantly reinterpreted and can influence culture in different successive moments. They can also be useful because they talk about individuals, daily life, family and personal relations; they involve a “mise-en-scene” which makes history much closer to life and oblige to discuss events and phenomena also at a micro level, bringing in themes related to gender, family, and collective psychology.

			The period covered by the course spans from 1796 to 2023, i.e. from the process of Nation-Building to the Present. Like Germany and unlike Spain, Italy is a new nation-State. The beginning of the process of unification can be traced back to the Napoleonic Age, which saw the diffusion of ideals of Liberalism, Democracy and Nationalism. The foundation of the new Kingdom (1861) was followed by attempts to forge a common identity in the context of a liberal but conservative State, which set the basis of the first industrialization. After the Great War, the peninsula saw the rise of the first Fascist Regime in Europe, as a result of an alliance between Mussolini, the Monarchy and the Catholic Church. The military defeat and the 1943-45 Civil War, paved the way for a Republic, characterized by a blocked political system with the Catholic Party in power and the largest Communist Party in the West on the opposition. In 1992-94 judges’ investigation and arrests of corrupt politicians contributed to a revolution in the party system, which founded the present political landscape. The course shall also deal with issues like: Church/State relations and the influence of Catholicism, origins and development of the Mafia, North-South divide, social transformations, emigration and immigration, 1968 movements, economic miracle and development of the Made in Italy, controversies over Berlusconi. The general focus will be on the relationship between politics and society.

			Students are expected to contribute to class, discussing all movies, coordinating discussion of one, doing an oral presentation and writing a research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Research papers must include bibliographical references and footnotes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% Attendance

			_ 20% Participation in film discussion

			_ 20% Contribution leading the conversation

			_ 20% Oral presentation in class

			_ 30% Written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The course will be divided into six units:


			


			
			1) The Unification and its aftermath 1796–1871 / Il Gattopardo (weeks 1-2)

			2) The Fascist Regime 1922–1939 / Amarcord, Il Conformista, Vincere (weeks 3-5)

			3) Fascism, War, Resistance, Liberation 1939–1945 / La Notte di San Lorenzo, La Pelle (weeks 5-7)

			4) Postwar and Cold War 1946–1952 / Don Camillo (weeks 7-8)

			5) Economic Miracle, Mafia, 1968 and the 1970s / Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore, Tano da morire (weeks 9-10)

			6) Postfordism and crisis of democracy 1980–2013 / Il Caimano, Loro (weeks 11-12)

			

			

			
			



			
			Bibliography


			Note: all books are available in the VIU Library.


			



			Cinema and history (methodology)

			Sorlin, P. (1980). The Film in History: Restaging the Past. Noble Books.


			



			Italian cinema (quick reference for all movies, like a dictionary)

			Bondanella, P.E. (2009). A History of Italian Cinema. Continuum.

			Cottino Jones, M. (2010). Women, Desire, and Power in Italian Cinema. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Lichtner, G. (2013). Fascism in Italian Cinema Since 1945: The Politics and Aesthetics of Memory. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Reich, J. (2004). Beyond the Latin Lover: Marcello Mastroianni, Masculinity, and Italian Cinema. Indiana University Press.

			Restivo, A. (2002). The Cinema of Economic Miracles: Visuality and Modernization in the Italian Art Film. Duke University Press.

			Rocchio, V.F. (1999). Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism. University of Texas Press.

			
			



			Italian history and culture (books with useful material for context of all the movies)

			Forgacs, D. & Lumley, R. (eds.) (1996). Italian Cultural Studies: An Introduction. Oxford University Press.

			Holmes, G. (ed.) (1997). The Illustrated Oxford History of Italy. Oxford University Press.


			



			Other readings will be suggested in class, depending on the interest of participants.

			

 	
			
 			Italian for Foreigners (beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels) – F2603

			
			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			

						
			
			Quick links


			
			
					Beginner level
					Intermediate level
					Upper Intermediate level
				
			

			

			

			
			



			Beginner level

			(A1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is addressed to beginner students who have no knowledge of the Italian language. Although reading and writing will be important, significant emphasis in class will be placed on speaking and listening. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. At the end of the course, students will be able to communicate in most everyday situations, using basic vocabulary and grammar.

			
			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			



			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Definitive and indefinite articles

			_ Simple present tense (regular verbs, three conjugations –are –ere –ire)

			_ Irregular verbs: essere, avere, andare, fare, bere, rimanere, venire, uscire

			_ Verbs Dovere (to have to, must) Potere (can, to be able to) Volere (to want)

			_ Use of ci (there)

			_ Simple past (perfect tense)

			_ Possessive adjectives and pronouns

			_ Use of the verb Piacere (to like)

			_ Reflexive pronouns

			_ Introduction to direct object pronouns

			_ Use of the simple prepositions and prepositions with article

			_ Imperative

			_ Conjunctions e (and) ma (but) mentre (while) quando (when) perché (why, because)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Identification: name, nationality..., introducing oneself, personal habits

			_ Asking and answering information

			_ Offering something, inviting someone, accepting, refusing

			_ Situations: in class, at the bar, at the station, at the restaurant, in a store, a language school, in a hotel

			_ Talking about family, describing people and items, telling a brief story in the past tense

			_ Asking for explanations about words or linguistic questions

			_ Expressing preferences

			_ Expressing pleasure and displeasure

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Messages (listening to a message on an answering machine, to the radio)

			_ Interviews (radio, TV)

			_ Video (movies, TV)

			_ Advertisements

			_ Songs

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Timetables

			_ Menu

			_ Memorandum

			_ Post cards and letters to friends

			_ Diary

			_ Recipes

			_ Short biographies

			_ Short announcements

			_ Advertisements

			_ Comics

			_ Short instructions

			_ Catalogues

			_ Fieldtrip schedules or cultural programs

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			Readings concerning:

			_ Studying and learning a foreign language

			_ Everyday life situations

			_ Cities and means of transportation

			_ Space, forms, dimensions, quantity

			_ Time

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Filling in an enrolment form

			_ Writing a message

			_ Writing a post card

			_ Writing a diary page

			_ Writing an informal letter

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			
			Intermediate level

			(B1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is a continuation of ‘Italian Beginners’. Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous course. This language course is designed so that students can practice their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does.

			During classes, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student. Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Class will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Review of simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Review of simple past

			_ Review of simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare + gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Telling stories and events in the past

			_ Describing weather

			_ Giving and asking for advice or instructions

			_ Describing situations, places and people

			_ Making a phone call

			_ Organizing a trip

			_ Asking permission

			_ Giving an opinion

			_ Making projects for the future

			_ Apologizing

			_ Making a proposal and inviting

			_ Accepting and refusing

			_ Complaining

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Weather report

			_ Songs

			_ Phone calls

			_ Videos

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing a letter to a friend or a relative

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Invitations

			_ Announcements

			_ Stories

			_ Short literature passages

			_ Tourist information

			_ Horoscopes

			_ Short newspaper articles

			_ How to write a letter of complaint

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Stories

			_ Phone calls

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Post cards

			_ Informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Stories

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			

			Upper Intermediate level

			(B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)

			
			


			
			This course is composed of classes dedicated to further developing such skills as: formulating opinions; making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material; narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes; reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences.

			Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous courses.

			This language course will allow students to reinforce their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. During classes, students will produce some written documents concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students). Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in more open-ended conversation. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			Review of:

			_ Simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Simple past

			_ Simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare+gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns (che, chi)

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			



			Introduction to:

			_ relative pronouns (cui)

			_ subjunctive (present, past)

			_ conditional (present, past)

			_ impersonal (si impersonale con verbi riflessivi)

			_ conditional clause (primo e secondo tipo)

			_ in-depth examination of prepositions

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Formulating opinions

			_ Making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material

			_ Narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes

			_ Reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Songs

			_ Videos and movies sequences

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing formal and informal letters

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Announcements

			_ Narrative passages

			_ Newspaper and magazine articles

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Tales

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			Formal and informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Tales

				_ Summarizing a narrative text

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani, Un giorno in Italia and Magari).

			

			
			
 	
			
 			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – F2604

					
			



			Cosimo Monteleone

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			


			


			
			Course description

			After the early works of Florentine painters, Venice became the place of privilege for practical experimentation and the theoretical diffusion of linear perspective. The passing of the baton from Florence to Venice occurred when Luca Pacioli published the Summa (1494) and the De divina proportione (1509), which disseminated the contents of the works of Piero della Francesca, in particular the De prospectiva pingendi. Indeed, it is precisely at the turn of the new century that interest in the theory of perspective and Platonic and Archimedean polyhedra began to grow in the lagoon; it is therefore not surprising that, among the painters’ tutors there were also mathematicians such as Girolamo Malatini, who was master of perspective of Giovanni and Gentile Bellini as well as of Vittore Carpaccio.

			In works such as Venetie MD by Jacopo de’ Barbari, the Procession in St. Mark’s Square by Gentile Bellini, and the Legend of Saint Ursula by Carpaccio, the city, represented in perspective, coincides with the painted scene while architecture plays the role of co-protagonist together with man. Over time, the illusory architecture conquered the private palaces (Paolo Veronese, villa Barbaro in Maser), the public and religious spaces (Cristoforo and Stefano Rosa, vestibule of the Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana and ceiling of the church of Santa Maria dell’Orto) and the first permanent theaters (Andrea Palladio and Vincenzo Scamozzi, the Olimpico in Vicenza). In this context, Venetian publishing houses were complicit in the freeing of architecture as a new ‘subject’ of artistic representation, printing the treatises dedicated to perspective. Although brief and confusing, a first examination of the perspective theory and its application in theatrical scenes appeared in Venice with the Secondo Libro dell’Architettura by Sebastiano Serlio (1545), but the first complete and geometrically correct work was La pratica della perspettiva by Daniele Barbaro (1568). The Venetian nobleman, author of the most important Italian translation of Vitruvius’s De Architectura, was also a patron of Palladio, Alessandro Vittoria and Veronese. Indeed, he addressed his treatise on perspective to painters, sculptors and architects, providing descriptions of machinery to facilitate perspective drawing and organizing the discussion around a series of exercises dedicated to Platonic and Archimedean polyhedra. For the drafting of his treatise Barbaro confessed to having studied with Giovanni Zamberti, another Venetian mathematician influenced by Luca Pacioli. The circle thus closes.

			This course offers an unusual reading of Venetian art, linking perspective, mathematics, publishing, painting and architecture. Its purpose is to examine in depth all the possible cultural nuances that are hidden behind a work of art. For this reason, the course investigates Venetian culture, transversally embracing science and art but also philosophy, theatrical scenes and literature. Renaissance Venice can be considered the cultural engine of Europe since its publishing houses reached every part of the known world. Hinging on the history of representation, this course aims to develop a critical method for interpreting the history of art and architecture more widely, contextualizing Venice in the Italian and European cultural landscape.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			This course will stimulate students’ curiosity and ability to observe, read and think critically about artistic pieces of art. This will be made possible through the conscious use of historiographical and iconographic sources, web resources, a bibliography, and contemporary criticism. In particular:

			1. Students will develop their awareness and understanding of the Renaissance Venice cultural world through an in-depth study of original documents, critical essays and direct observation of the art and architectural works. They will enhance their skills of visual analysis and foster their visual literacy.

			2. By strengthening their knowledge of Renaissance Venice’s cultural contest (analysis of scientific treatises, the idea that the world was mathematically organized, the problem of proportion in architecture and vision, the social repercussion of the use of perspective for painters, the rebirth of ancient theatrical literature and scenes), students will be better able to critically understand the representation of architecture in works of art. This course instills the principle that the ‘meaning’ of a work of art depends as much on the knowledge of the viewer as the intentions of an artist or a patron. Students come to understand that a work of art offers information not necessarily communicated by other types of historical evidence.

			3. Students will be introduced to a wide array of materials and methods. These will include traditional and historical practices as well as digital analysis of the works of art. They will discover that painted architecture is only apparently visually correct because painters deform and scale architectures like the backdrops of a theatrical set, to make it plausible to the eye of the observer. These operations are necessary because vision does not coincide with geometric perspective, but it is also a matter of mental correction.

			4. This course offers a broad understanding of the interactions among mathematics, art and architecture across Renaissance Venice culture, through real examples of art and architectural works. In showing how a work of art reflects the cultural values of the society from which it arose, this course is intended not only for art and architectural history students but it is also addressed to all the students interested in knowing the cultural and artistic Renaissance heritage left to the world by Venice, the city they have chosen for studying.

			5. This course transfers instruments for a more scientific approach, observation and reading of the work of art and architecture, which facilitate students’ learning by promoting critical thinking and observing. Abandoning a traditional didactic model, essentially notional, we can identify paths that allow students to become more effective in learning lessons related to art and architecture. This course can serve as a point of departure for research and to some extent can provide a scheme to follow.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			This is a course that surveys the historical factors which made Venice such a receptive setting for the patronage and cultivation of intellectual and artistic ideas during the Renaissance. A constellation of mathematicians (Luca Pacioli, Bartolomeo and Giovanni Zamberti, Girolamo Malatini), humanists and patrons (Pietro Bembo, Ermolao and Daniele Barbaro, Pietro Aretino, Andrea Gritti), artists (Jacopo de’ Barbari, Giovanni and Gentile Bellini, Vittore Carpaccio, Paolo Veronese, Jacopo Tintoretto, Cristoforo and Stefano Rosa, Albrecht Dürer, Giorgio Vasari), and architects (Andrea Palladio, Jacopo Sansovino, Sebastiano Serlio) prepared the ground for making architecture and its perspectival representation powerful means of communication.


			


			
			The topics that will be covered in the course comprise four large areas:

			_ Overview of the cultural background in Renaissance Venice;

			_ From the theory of perspective to the representation of architecture;

			_ Architecture, painting and theatrical scenes;

			_ Analysis of Renaissance Venice works of art.

			
			


			
			During lessons, slides will be shown to introduce the students to the areas of the course listed above.

			Lectures will be complemented by visits to Venice, museums, art galleries, churches and palaces. Moreover, international experts and scholars will be invited to present specific topics of the course. The traditional approach of lecture is intended to be implemented by students by collaborative interaction. The goal is not only to impart information but also to develop cognitive skills and to enhance research attitudes of students, following a simple motto: “The one who does the work does the learning”. So, during lessons questioning techniques will be applied to encourage higher-order thinking skills. Part of each lesson will be dedicated to the presentation of the didactic materials assigned for personal study. The students will be invited to comment in class on the contents of the didactic material. To keep students’ curiosity high, the last part of each lesson will introduce the topic of the next one, discussing what they expect to hear. Since from the beginning of the course the students will be divided in work groups to mix nationalities and individual acquaintances, every group must investigate a topic independently to prepare a brief introductory presentation of it. This group presentation will be performed before the official lecture. This activity will be used to verify, along the way, how students’ aptitudes for research improve and the students can compare their work with the expert’s in-depth themes in order to verify coincidences or gaps with their work.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students’ learning status will be evaluated with two short individual exercises during the course, in the form of seminars, each counting for 20% of the final grade (20%+20%=40%). One group presentation of one topic will count for 20% (40%+20%=60%), the remaining 40% will be given according to the results of the final exam, which will consist of a discussion about the themes developed during the course.

			_ 20% Group presentation

			_ 20% 1st individual exercise

			_ 20% 2nd individual exercise

			_ 40% Final discussion

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Berzal de Dios, J.  (2019). Visual Experiences in Cinquecento Theatrical Spaces, Toronto, University of Toronto Press.

			D’Evelyn, M. (2012). Venice and Vitruvius: Reading Venice with Daniele Barbaro and Andrea Palladio, New Haven-London, Yale University Press.

			Field, J.V. (1977). The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance, Oxford, Oxford University Press.

			Monteleone, C. and Williams, K. (2021). Daniele Barbaro’s Perspective of 1568, Cham, Birkhauser.

			Rose, P.L. (1975). The Italian Renaissance of Mathematics: Studies on Humanists and Mathematicians from Petrarch to Galileo, Ginevra, Droz.

			Tafuri, M. (1995). Venice and the Renaissance, Cambridge, The MIT Press. Suggested readings on artists and specific topics.

			Ackerman, J. (1966). Palladio, Harmondsworth, Penguin Books.

			Ackerman, J. (1978). “Leonardo’s Eye”, in Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 41, pp. 108-146.

			Andersen, K. (2007). The Geometry of an Art: The History of the Mathematical Theory of Perspective from Alberti to Monge, New York, Springer.

			Armstrong, L. (2003). Studies of Renaissance Miniaturists in Venice, Londra, Pindar.

			Baldasso, R. (2010). “The Portrait of Luca Pacioli and Disciple: A New Mathematical Look”, in Art Bulletin, 92(1-2), pp. 83-102.

			Benesch, O. (1954). “A New Contribution to the Problem of the Portrait of Luca Pacioli”, in Gazette des Beaux-Arts, VI Pér., 44, pp. 203-206.

			Carpo, M. and Lemerle, F. (2007). Perspective, Projections and Design: Technologies of Architectural Representation, Routledge, New York.

			Cellauro, L. (2000). “Daniele Barbaro and his Venetian Editions of Vitruvius of 1556 and 1567”, in Studi Veneziani, 40, pp. 87-134.

			Cellauro, L. (1967). “The Causa Grimani and its Political Overtones”, in Journal of Religious History, 4(3), pp. 184-205.

			Cocke, R. (1972). “Veronese and Daniele Barbaro: The Decoration of Villa Maser”, in Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 35, pp. 226-246.

			Crombie, A.C. (1996). Science, Art and Nature in Medieval and Modern Thought, Londra, Hambledon Press.

			Daly Davis, M. (1980). “Carpaccio and the Perspective of Regular Bodies”, in La prospettiva rinascimentale. Codificazioni e trasgressioni, ed. by M. Dalai Emiliani, Florence, Centro Di.

			Daly Davis, M. (1977). Piero della Francesca’s Mathematical Treatises: The «Trattato d’abaco» and «Libellus de quinque corporibus regularibus», Ravenna, Longo Editore.

			D’Amico, J. (1991). “Drama and the Court in ‘La Calandria’”, in Theatre Journal, 43(1), pp. 93-106.

			Edgerton, S.Y. (1966). “Alberti’s Perspective: A New Discovery and a New Evaluation”, in The Art Bulletin, 48, pp. 367-378.

			Edgerton, S.Y. (1976). The Renaissance Rediscovery of Linear Perspective, New York, Harper and Row.

			Elkins, J. (1994). The Poetics of Perspective, Ithaca, Cornell University Press.

			Fane-Saunders, P. (2016). Pliny the Elder and the Emergence of Renaissance Architecture, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

			Field, J.V. (1986). “Piero della Francesca’s Treatment of the Edge Distortion”, in Journal of Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 49, pp. 66-90.

			Field, J.V. (1997). “Rediscovering the Archimedean Polyhedra: Piero della Francesca, Luca Pacioli, Leonardo da Vinci, Albrecht Dürer, Daniele Barbaro, and Johannes Kepler”, in Archive for History of Exact Sciences, 50, pp. 241-289.

			Fortini Brown, P. (1988). Venetian Narrative Painting in the Age of Carpaccio, New Haven-London, Yale University Press.

			Grendler, P.F. (2004). The Universities of the Italian Renaissance, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press.

			Grosso, M. and Guidarelli, G. (2019). Tintoretto and Architecture, Venice, Marsilio.

			Hara, M.Y. (2017). “Capturing Eyes and Moving Souls: Peruzzi’s Perspective Set for ‘La Calandra’ and the Performative Agency of Architectural Bodies”, in Renaissance Studies, 31, pp. 586-607.

			Hopkins, A. (1998). “Architecture and Infirmitas: Doge Andrea Gritti and the Chancel of San Marco”, in Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 57(2), pp. 182-197.

			Howard, D. and Lauder, A.V. (2006). “New Light on Battista Franco in Venice. Part I: The Barbaro Chapel in S. Francesco della Vigna and the Scuola del Nome di Gesù”, in The Burlington Magazine, 148(1244), Art in Venice and the Veneto, pp. 747-753.

			Humfrey, P. (2021). Giovanni Bellini: An Introduction, Venice, Marsilio.

			Huppert, A.C. (2009). “Envisioning New St. Peter’s: Perspectival Drawings and the Process of Design”, in Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 68(2), pp. 158-177.

			Ivins Jr., W.M. (1938). On the Rationalization of the Sight: With an Examination of Three Renaissance Texts on Perspective, New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art.

			Kemp, M. (1992). The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from Brunelleschi to Seurat, Yale, Yale University Press.

			Kitao, T.K. (1962). “Prejudice in Perspective: A Study of Vignola’s Perspective Treatise”, in The Art Bulletin, 44, pp. 173-194.

			Laven, P.J. (1957). Daniele Barbaro, Patriarch Elect of Aquileia with Special Reference to His Circle of Scholars and to His Literary Achievement, PhD Thesis in History, University of London.

			Lindberg, D.C. (1976). Theories of Vision from Al-Kindi to Kepler, Chicago, University of Chicago Press.

			Lotz, W. (1977). Studies in Italian Renaissance Architecture, Cambridge-London, The MIT Press.

			Malet, A. (2006). “Renaissance Notions of Number and Magnitude”, in Historia Mathematica, 33, pp. 63-81.

			Massey, L. (2007). Picturing Space, Displacing Bodies: Anamorphosis in Early Modern Theories of Perspective, University Park, Pennsylvania University Press.

			Mitrović, B. (1996). The Theory of Proportions in Daniele Barbaro’s Commentary on Vitruvius’ De Architectura, PhD Thesis, University of Pennsylvania.

			Mitrović, B. (1998). “Paduan Aristotelianism and Daniele Barbaro’s Commentary on Vitruvius’ De Architectura”, in The Sixteenth Century Journal, 29(3), pp. 667-688.

			Molmenti, P. (1907). The Life and Works of Vittore Carpaccio, Londra, John Murray.

			Monteleone, C. (2020). “The Perspective of Daniele Barbaro”, in Nexus Network Journal, 22, pp. 61-90.

			Pallen, T.A. (1999). Vasari on Theatre, Carbondale-Edwardsville, Southern Illinois University Press.

			Panofsky, E. (1996). Perspective as Symbolic Form, New York, Zone Books.

			Pardo, M. (1984). Paolo Pino’s Dialogo di Pittura: A Translation with Commentary, Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh Press.

			Reist, I.J. (1985). “Divine Love and Veronese’s Frescoes at the Villa Barbaro”, in The Art Bulletin, 67(4), pp. 614-635.

			Richter, G.A.M. (1970). Perspective in Greek and Roman Art, Londra, Phaidon.

			Rosand, D. (1973). “Theater and Structure in the Art of Paolo Veronese”, in The Art Bulletin, 55(2), pp. 217-239.

			Rosand, D. (1997). Painting in Sixteenth-Century Venice: Titian, Veronese, Tintoretto, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

			Rose, P.L. (1969). “The Accademia Venetiana: Science and Culture in Renaissance Venice”, in Studi veneziani, 11.

			Röthlisberger, M. (1956). “Notes on the Drawing Books of Jacopo Bellini”, in The Burlington Magazine, 98(643), Italian Paintings and Drawings, pp. 358-364.

			Schreiber, P., Fischer, G. and Sternath, M.L. (2008). “New Light on the Rediscovery of the Archimedean Solids During the Renaissance”, in Archive for History of Exact Sciences, 62(4), pp. 457-467.

			Schulz, J. (1961). “A Forgotten Chapter in the Early History of Quadratura Painting: The Fratelli Rosa”, in The Burlington Magazine, 103, pp. 90-102.

			Schulz, J. (1978). “Jacopo de’ Barbari’s View of Venice: Map Making, City Views, and Moralized Geography before the Year 1500”, in The Art Bulletin, 60(3), pp. 425-474.

			Steadman, P. (2020). “Baldassare Peruzzi and Theatrical Scenery in Accelerated Perspective”, in Nexus Network Journal.

			Summers, D. (1987). The Judgment of Sense: Renaissance Naturalism and the Rise of Aesthetics, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

			Szépe, H.K. (2018). Venice Illuminated: Power and Painting in Renaissance Manuscripts, New Haven-London, Yale University Press.

			Vila Domini, D.A. (2003). “The Diminution of the Classical Column: Visual Sensibility in Antiquity and the Renaissance”, in Nexus Network Journal, 5(1), pp. 99-124.

			White, J. (1957). The Birth and Rebirth of Pictorial Space, London, Faber.

			Wilde, J. (1975). Venetian Art from Bellini to Titian, Oxford, Oxford University Press.

			Williams, K. (2019). Daniele Barbaro’s Vitruvius of 1567, Cham, Birkhäuser.

			Williams, K. (2019). “Daniele Barbaro on Geometric Ratio”, in Nexus Network Journal, 21.

			

 	
			
 			Intercultural Communication: Translating the Culture Shock. Towards Intercultural Understanding – F2605

			
			


			
			Márcia Rego

			Duke University

			

			
			



			Course description

			Have you ever felt out of place when traveling away from home? Have you ever failed to find the humor in a joke that’s obviously funny to others? Have cross-cultural friendships ever introduced you to new perspectives?

			Cross-cultural interactions can be powerfully transformative experiences, but they can also be difficult to navigate. Globalization has offered growing opportunities for intercultural exchange, but also misinterpretation and conflict: this has sparked a renewed interest in the scholarship of intercultural communication and has led to a rise in training programs designed to develop “cultural competence” in the diplomatic, educational, philanthropic, and business worlds.

			This course is an interdisciplinary exploration of the joys and challenges of intercultural communication. Drawing from psychology, linguistics, semiotics, and anthropology, we will discuss theories of intercultural communication and examine common barriers to understanding. Topics covered include the interplay between language, culture, and cognition, and the fraught relationship between language and power. We will examine examples of paralanguage and metalanguage in speaking and writing; code-switching and code-meshing; culture-specific non-verbal communication; and the conceptual differences between multilingualism, translingualism, and interlinguistics.

			Class activities will draw on the multicultural and multilingual background of VIU students, featuring language games and collective problem-solving challenges that build on course readings. Students will learn about constructed languages (conlangs) designed specifically to foster intercultural understanding, and collectively develop proto languages of their own. We’ll also examine and enact strategies commonly taught in cultural sensitivity training programs, and employ the theories learned in class to critically assess their efficacy. Students will then collaborate to propose new training modules based on situations they have experienced or witnessed themselves.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Identify barriers to intercultural communication and propose solutions, critically examine real-world cross-cultural encounters, formulate a research question, and design a study.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Through class discussions, group assignments and active learning strategies, instructor encourages students to share cross-cultural insights and collaboratively construct knowledge. Short readings teach concepts that are then applied in group tasks, language games, film analyses, case studies, and Venetian field trips.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 35% Group work, games, class activities, individual presentations, field trips, film viewings. 

			_ 20% Quizzes.

			_ 20% Culture shock in fiction: applying theory to a story, novel, or film.

			_ 25% Theory in practice: research proposal on a speech community or intercultural encounter of student’s choosing (e.g., language dynamics of Venice, international adoption, Deaf culture, minority languages in multicultural nations, ethics of interventional philanthropy).

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1–2: The concept of culture in the era of globalization

			_ Subcultures, co-cultures, and institutional cultures

			
			


			
			Week 3–4: Culture shock and the shock of “re-entry”

			_ Definitions and stages

			_ Representations of culture shock in fiction

			_ Making sense of personal experience

			
			


			
			Week 5–6: Intercultural communication and its barriers

			_ Pidgins, creoles, diglossia, multilingualism, code-switching and code-meshing, body language, silence, laughter, and proxemics (cultural differences in interpersonal space)

			_ Dress, gender roles, and cultural conventions

			_ Language ideology, stereotypes, and ethnocentrism

			_ Assimilation vs. segregation

			
			


			
			Week 7–8: Applications and case studies

			_ Multicultural college campuses and workplaces

			_ Intercultural families, dating, and relationships

			_ Study/service abroad & re-entry

			_ Mapping speech communities in Venice

			
			


			
			Week 9–10: Cultural intelligence (CQ) and cultural competence

			_ Definitions and critical evaluations

			_ Ethics in intercultural philanthropic interventions

			
			


			
			Week 11–12: Interlinguistics (solutions for intercultural communication)

			_ Constructed languages for global understanding

			_ Case study: Esperanto over the decades

			_ Cultural rights and linguistic justice
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			A fiction piece of your choice (film, short story or novel). Excerpts or select chapters from:

			Hall, E. T., & Hall, M. R. (1983). Hidden differences: How to communicate with the Germans. Stern.

			Hall, E. T., & Hall, M. R. (1987). Hidden differences: Doing business with the Japanese. Anchor Press/Doubleday.

			Herskovits, M. J. (1972). Cultural relativism: Perspectives in cultural pluralism. Random House.

			Okrent, A. (2009). In the land of invented languages: Esperanto rock stars, Klingon poets, Loglan lovers, and the mad dreamers who tried to build a perfect language. Spiegel & Grau.

			Samovar, L. A., & Porter, R. E. (Eds.). (2000). Intercultural communication: A reader (9th ed.). Wadsworth Publishing Company.

			Shiraev, E. B., & Levy, D. A. (2010). Cross-cultural psychology: Critical thinking and contemporary applications (4th ed.). Allyn & Bacon.

			Vaughn, L. M. (2019). Psychology and culture: Thinking, feeling, and behaving in global contexts (2nd ed.). Routledge.

			
			


			
			Films (list may be adapted as semester progresses):

			Conquergood, D., & Seigel, T. (Directors). (1992). Heart broken in half [Film]. Filmakers Library. https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/heart-broken-in-half

			Croall, H., & Altmann, K. (Directors). (2000). Paradise bent [Film]. Filmakers Library. https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/paradise-bent

			Goldberg, B. Z., Shapiro, J., & Bolado, C. (Directors). (2001). Promises [Film]. ROCO Films. https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/Promises

			Seigel, T. (Director). (1996). Between two worlds: The Hmong shaman in America [Film]. Filmakers Library. https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/between-two-worlds-the-hmong-shaman-in-america

			

 	
 			
 			Gender Studies: Gender, Science, and the Arts – F2606


			


			
			Ina Linge

			University of Exeter

			


			



			Course description

			Gender and sexuality fundamentally shape how we see the world and how the world sees us. How we understand gender and sexual identity in relation to our sense of self and others is always open to change. Historical, literary and visual perspectives can help us understand how our contemporary ideas about gender and sexuality emerged, how they intersect with power, science and the law, and how they might be thought differently.

			This course will take you on a journey into the past, with a specific focus on literature, film, and visual culture, to explore how new and modern ideas about sex, gender and sexuality emerged in a fascinating moment in history. In the German-speaking world around 1900, a new language emerged to express possibilities of gender and sexuality, from Sigmund Freud’s ‘original bisexuality’ in Vienna to Magnus Hirschfeld’s ‘third sex’ in Berlin. In this course, you will learn how new ideas about gender and sexuality emerged at the crossroad between modern sexual sciences and literature, film, photography and visual culture. You will trace how global networks and exchanges influenced as well as disseminated these modern ideas about gender and sexuality. We will move across disciplines and draw on key texts in gender and sexuality studies to examine this important cultural, historical and sexual-political moment. In doing so, you will examine how sciences and the arts came together to produce knowledge about sexual and gender identity and diversity, as well sexual health and sexual rights – topics that are still hotly debated today.

			This course will make the most of our intercultural classroom. Throughout, the international audience of VIU will provide opportunity to make cross-cultural comparison to enrich our understanding of the diversity of gender and sexual experience across the globe. The course will also make themes directly relevant to the place in which we study: we will discuss Thomas Mann’s famous novella Death in Venice, set in Venice and on Lido Island, and the course offers a museum field trip (further information tbc). Overall, this module will give you the confidence to understand the vital role that you, as multilingual and international humanities student, can take in questioning and reimagining dominant social values and cultural constructs in our world today.


			



			Learning Outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will be able to:

			_ Demonstrate understanding of historical and critical understandings of concepts of sex, gender and sexuality.

			_ Produce analyses of literature and visual culture in their scientific, cultural and political contexts in their relationship to issues of gender and sexuality.

			_ Draw productively on the recommended secondary literature and make confident use of critical tools and theoretical concepts to enrich analysis.

			_ Make cross-cultural comparisons drawing on your own cultures, knowledge and experience.

			_ Conduct self-guided research and manage your own time effectively.

			_ Construct a critical, coherent and substantiated argument in writing, discussions or presentations.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Seminar-style with occasional short lectures, films, field trip, and experimental learning activities.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			There is no required preliminary knowledge for this course, but please make sure that you complete the reading before each class.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 25% Class participation throughout the course and oral presentation in class.

			_ 25% Beginning in week 1, students will work towards a journal, scrapbook or mind map to prepare their final project. A draft of this will form the basis of the midterm evaluation.

			_ 50% Independent course project: a research-based final project on a specific topic related to gender and history, literature or culture, based on the course journal. This can take the form of a traditional research paper or a creative project (e.g. podcast, zine). Students will present this coursework to the class during the exam week.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Below is a suggested course outline. Please note that sessions will be adapted based on student input and suggestions.

						
			Week 1: Gender, Sciences and the Arts: Welcome to Berlin!

			
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Podcasts 

			Adventures in Time and Gender: episode 1 [40 mins] and episode 2 [37 mins]. We will only discuss episode 2 in class, but you will need episode 1 for context. If you are pressed for time, you can listen to the first few mins of episode 1 and then skip ahead to episode 2. If you have time, please listen to the whole episode. Available here: https://adventuresintimeandgender.org.

			

			
			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Barker, M.-J., & Scheele, J. (2019). Gender: A graphic guide. Icon Books.

			

			

			
			Week 2: Sexology and the “Invention” of Homosexuality

			
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Foucault, M. (1998). The history of sexuality (Vol. 1, The will to knowledge; R. Hurley, Trans.). Penguin. (Original work published 1976).

			


			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Films

			Oswald, R. (Director). (1919). Different from the Others (Anders als die Andern) [Film]. [49 mins]

			
			


			
			Readings

			Malakaj, E. (2023). Producing Anders als die Andern: Melodrama between genre cinema and public health discourse. In Anders als die Andern (pp. 34–59). McGill-Queen’s University Press.

			

			

			
			Week 3: Transgender Lives and Trans Life Writing

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings

			Sutton, K. (2012). “We too deserve a place in the sun”: The politics of transvestite identity in Weimar Germany. German Studies Review, 35(2), 335–354.

			

			
			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from N.O. Body. (1907). Memoirs of a man’s maiden years. 

			Linge, I. (2023). Gender, agency, and prosthetic metaphor: The case of N.O. Body. In Queer livability: German sexual sciences and life writing. University of Michigan Press.

			

			

			
			Week 4: Lesbianism on Screen

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Films

			Sagan, L. (Director). (1931). Girls in Uniform (Mädchen in Uniform) [Film]. [1 hour 23mins]

			

			
			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Lensing-Sharp, C. (2026). Erotic pedagogy, power play, and suspended pleasure in Mädchen in Uniform (1931). In B. Lang, I. Linge, & K. Sutton (Eds.), Weimar’s queer visual cultures. University of Toronto Press.

			

			

			
			Week 5: The Politics of Race and Gender

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings

			Campt, T. (2004). Resonant echoes: The Rhineland campaign and converging specters of racial mixture. In Other Germans: Black Germans and the politics of race, gender, and memory in the Third Reich (pp. 31–62). University of Michigan Press.

			

			
			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Marhoefer, L. (2022). Racism and the making of gay rights: A sexologist, his student, and the empire of queer love. University of Toronto Press.

			

			


			Week 6: Gender and Sexuality in Venice

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Mann, T. (1912). Death in Venice.

			


			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Deam Tobin, R. (2015). Thomas Mann’s erotic irony: The dialectics of sexuality in Venice. In Peripheral desires: The German discovery of sex. University of Pennsylvania Press.

			

			


			Week 7: Museum field trip

				
			TBD

			

			
			Week 8: Heterosexuality, Marriage and Contraception

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Blank, H. (2012). Straight: The surprisingly short history of heterosexuality (pp. ix–xxvii, 1–21). Beacon Press.

			


			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Drucker, D. J. (2020). Contraception: A concise history. MIT Press.

			

			

			
			Week 9: Gender, Psychoanalysis and Women’s Desire

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Films

			Czinner, P. (Director). (1929). Fräulein Else [Film]. [1 hour 46 mins]

			


			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Freud, S. (1905). Fragments of an analysis of a case of hysteria. In The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud (Vol. 7). Hogarth Press. (Case written in 1901). I will make this available as a pdf.

			

			


			Week 10: Mental health and Masculinity

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings

			Sutton, K. (2019). How World War I changed sex research: War neurotics, shell shock, and sex in an era of industrialized violence. In Sex between body and mind: Psychoanalysis and sexology in the German-speaking world, 1890s–1930s. University of Michigan Press.

			


			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Swett, P. E. (2011). Selling sexual pleasure in 1930s Germany. In P. E. Swett, C. Ross, & F. d’Almeida (Eds.), Pleasure and power in Nazi Germany. Palgrave Macmillan.

			

			


			Week 11: Endocrinology, Hormones and Rejuvenation

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings

			Excerpts from Baum, V. (1932). Helene (30 pages).

			


			


			
			Day 2 – materials

			
			Readings

			Makela, M. (2015). Rejuvenation and regen(d)eration: Der Steinachfilm, sex glands, and Weimar-era visual and literary culture. German Studies Review, 38(1), 35–62.

			

			


			Week 12: Global Legacies

				
			Day 1 – materials

			
			Readings (you can choose which secondary source to read – we will discuss this in the seminar):

			Beccalossi, C. (2017). Latin eugenics and sexual knowledge in Italy, Spain, and Argentina: International networks across the Atlantic. In V. Fuechtner, D. Hayes, & R. Jones (Eds.), Towards a global history of sexual science, 1880–1950 (pp. 305–329). University of California Press.

			Botre, S., & Haynes, D. E. (2017). Understanding R. D. Karve: Brahmacharya, modernity, and the appropriation of global sexual science in Western India, 1927–1953. In V. Fuechtner, D. Hayes, & R. Jones (Eds.), Towards a global history of sexual science, 1880–1950 (pp. 163–185). University of California Press.

			Hsu, R. H.-C. (2017). The “Ellis effect”: Translating sexual science in Republican China, 1911–1949. In V. Fuechtner, D. Hayes, & R. Jones (Eds.), Towards a global history of sexual science, 1880–1950 (pp. 186–210). University of California Press.

			Suziki, M. (2017). The science of sexual difference: Ogura Seizaburo, Hiratsuka Raicho, and the intersection of sexology and feminism in early-twentieth-century Japan. In V. Fuechtner, D. Hayes, & R. Jones (Eds.), Towards a global history of sexual science, 1880–1950 (pp. 258–278). University of California Press.

			


			


			
			Day 2 – assignment

			Final group discussion
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			Course description

			This course is a comparative study of the art, visual culture, and architecture of the twentieth-century single-party states of Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union, and the broader legacies of “totalitarian” culture. The learning outcomes of the course are three-fold: historical, theoretical, and historiographic.

			We will examine art and visual culture within the context of broader historical and political developments. A key feature of this historical component is the comparative study of the cultural manifestations of ideologically distinct political regimes. We begin by considering historical precedents for the entanglement of art and politics, such as public monuments in Imperial Rome and the Catholic Church’s deployment of art as propaganda during the Counter-Reformation. We then explore the culture of each regime with close attention to its distinguishing characteristics and ideological differences.

			As the semester’s “Comparing East and West” core course, we will also examine the ideological geographies through which these regimes imagined themselves and their enemies. Rather than treating “East” and “West” as fixed cultural or geographic categories, the course asks how such distinctions were constructed and aestheticized in art and architecture. Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and the Soviet Union all positioned themselves in relation to ideas of Europe, civilization, modernity, backwardness, empire, national traditions, and international threats. The course therefore approaches East and West not as stable locations on a map, but as politically charged categories that were materially and visually manifested in artistic cultures.

			A key theoretical issue explored in this course is the relationship between modernity (the economic and social transformations that accompanied industrialization) and modernism (the emergence of new cultural forms that rejected or reworked tradition). Italian Fascism, German National Socialism, and Soviet Communism all had their origins as responses to modernity; they were political systems that sought to contain and control aspects of modern mass society. Similarly, modernism is often conceived as a cultural response to modernity, an attempt to overcome the potentially negative aspects of the new mass culture. Through class discussions of modernist art theory combined with the analysis of relevant cultural objects, students will develop a nuanced understanding of the entanglement of art and politics in twentieth-century culture.

			Modernism and modernity are also important concepts in relation to the central historiographic issue explored by the course: the exclusion of art produced under these regimes from most histories of twentieth-century art. What are the grounds for this exclusion? What does it reveal about the limits of art history as a historical practice? What does it reveal about the ideological nature of art history? How did Cold War categories oppose “free” Western modernism to the “totalitarian” art of the Soviet “East”?

			Finally, how might we rethink these histories in the wake of the Cold War and the return of authoritarian politics in the present moment? As such, this course is also designed to provide students with the skills to think critically about the use of terms such as fascism, Nazism, communism, totalitarianism, and propaganda in relation to contemporary culture and politics.

			
			


				
			Learning Outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will:

			_ Become more aware of how language, categories, and historical terms can shape our perceptions of the world, and use this awareness to read, look, and think more critically.

			_ Deepen their knowledge of the range of art, architecture, and visual culture produced in Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and the Soviet Union, while attending to their historical specificity and ideological differences.

			_ Develop a critical understanding of the political, artistic, and ethical issues involved in studying this material.

			_ Practice thoughtful and engaged speaking and listening across different academic disciplines, cultural backgrounds, and points of view.

			_ Refine their communication, research, and visual analysis skills.

			
			


				
			Teaching methods

			The course will be taught through a combination of lectures, seminar discussion, close visual analysis, guided reading of primary and secondary texts, and student-led activities. Most weeks are organized around a central theme. The first class will introduce the main historical and visual material for the week. The second class will develop the topic further and include discussion of primary source texts and visual material.

			The course will also draw upon relevant artworks, architecture, monuments, and related sites in and around Venice. A site visit to Milan will provide an opportunity to study Futurist works from the Gianni Mattioli Collection at the Museo del Novecento and examine examples of monumental art and architecture from the Fascist era. Local visits will include mosaics at the Francesco Morosini Naval Military School and Mario Sironi’s mural Italy Between the Arts and Sciences (1935-37) at Ca’ Foscari University.

			
			


				
			Required preliminary knowledge

			No prior study of art history is required, as this course has been designed to foster discussion across academic disciplines. Students should have a general interest in twentieth-century history, politics, visual culture, or the relationship between culture and power. Some familiarity with major events of the twentieth century _ including the First World War, the Russian Revolution, the rise of Fascism and Nazism, the Second World War, and the Cold War _ will be helpful, but the necessary historical background will be introduced in lectures and readings.

			
			


				
			Assessment

			_ 15% Class Engagement and Discussion Facilitation.

			_ 60% Research Project.

			_ 25% Examination.

			
			


				
			During the semester, each student will complete a cumulative research project. With guidance from the instructor, students will develop a topic and complete a series of tasks that will culminate in an academic essay or a research-based creative project. Students will be placed in teams for peer support through the completion of the project. Detailed instructions for each stage of the project will be provided on Moodle.

			
			


				
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1: Modernism and Modernity; East and West

			_ Introduction and Overview of Course

			_ Modernity and Modernism; East/West as Ideological Categories

			
			


				
			Week 2: The Russian Revolution and the New Culture

			_ Russian Art: From Icon to Revolutionary Avant-Garde

			_ The New Soviet Culture

			
			


				
			Week 3: Russian and Soviet Realisms; Italian Futurism

			_ Russian Critical Realism and Soviet Socialist Realism

			_ The First Historical Avant-Garde: Italian Futurism

			
			


				
			Week 4: Italian Fascism from Futurism to Classicism

			_ Mussolini and the Fascist “Intellectual Revolution”

			_ Mario Sironi: From Futurism to Classicicizing Monumental Art

			
			


				
			Week 5: Nazi Culture: From High Art to Mass Media Spectacle

			_ Nazi Art and Ideology

			_ “Degenerate Art” and “Great German Art”

			
			


				
			Week 6: Forging the New Person: Political Bodies

			_ The Body in Nazi Culture

			_ Forging the New Person (USSR, Italy, Germany)

			
			


				
			Week 7: Personality Cults and Leader Portraits

			_ Personality Cults and Leader Portraits

			_ Fascism as the Aestheticization of Politics

			
			


				
			Week 8: Exhibitions and Ideology: Politics on Display

			_ The Soviet Pavilion at Pressa; The Exhibition of the Fascist Revolution

			_ Exhibitions and Ideology

			
			


				
			Week 9: Rome-Berlin-Moscow: Architecture as Power

			_ Architecture and the Capital Cities

			_ Dictator as Architect

			
			


				
			Week 10: Regimes in Confrontation: From Symbolic Opposition to War

			_ The Clash of Ideologies at the 1937 Paris Expo

			_ War Art, Propaganda, Counterpropaganda

			
			


				
			Week 11: Post War Culture (Official and Unofficial)

			_ Denazification, Compromised Artists, and Fascist Legacies

			_ Cold War Art History and Soviet Unofficial Art

			
			


				
			Week 12: Totalitarianism and Recent Art

			_ Monument Toppling

			_ Rethinking “Totalitarian Art” and Comparing East and West
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			Photography Journals

			Afterimage
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			PhotoForum

			Photographies

			Photography & Culture
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			Course description

			To make sense of our globalized world, it is important to understand how and with what consequences modernization affects religion and secularity world-wide. Traditional modernization theory à la Auguste Comte or Max Weber had claimed that modernization would lead to a continuing decrease of religion. Modernization theory then fell out of favour at the end of the 20th century (Stark 1999). Currently, however, and on the basis of massive amounts of global data, modernization and secularization theory have again gained much prominence (Norris/Inglehart 2012/2004, Inglehart 2021, Pollack/Rosta 2017, Stolz 2021). However, the modernization-value-secularization link is not a linear one, and research has shown that various transitory backlashes and contextual influences of the region are important.

			This course will give students an overview over classical and modern theories of secularization and value change, show them with what methods such theories are tested and make them familiar with the most important results of the current research.

			No preliminary background is required.

			If they have not yet done so, students will acquire the skill of interpreting statistical tables and graphs in order to make sense of the most important results of value change and secularization research.

			A special emphasis will be on difficult cases for the theory of secularization. How can the theory make sense of religious revival in Orthodox countries, the Islamic revival since the 1970s, the Pentecostal movement (since 1900), or the fact that global population projections actually show the religious population growing much faster than the nones (Pew 2015)?

			Another special emphasis will be given to consequences of value change and secularization. What does it mean for countries, regions, and the world, to have a growing gap between very religious and very secular countries, populations, and sub-populations? What problems are likely to appear and what solutions are possible? Themes of discussion and possible writing assignments comprise questions of accommodating religious pluralism, religious backlash against secularization, and religious-secular conflict.


			



			Learning Outcomes

			Learning outcomes are:

			_ An overview over classical and modern theories of secularization and value change.

			_ A clear sense of the methods with which such theories are tested and the skill of interpreting statistical tables and graphs.

			_ Familiarity with the most important results of the current research.

			
			


				
			Teaching methods

			Every week the course consists of 2h lecture & exercise and 2h discussion of text & exercise. Students will be asked to read a paper / book extract a week, and to summarize and discuss the arguments. Students will also be asked to assess their own country in terms of value change/secularization and argue whether or not the predictions of modernization theory fit their country. We will also try out the measurement tools of value and secularization research on ourselves in the classroom to get a feel for possible cross-cultural bias and measurement problems. Students are expected to write a short 5-page research paper and there will be a final exam.

			
			


				
			Required preliminary knowledge

			No preliminary background is required.

			
			


				
			Assessment

			_ 20% Participating in class.

			_ 40% Research paper.

			_ 40% Oral exam.

			
			


				
			
			Syllabus

				
			Week 1: Introduction: Defining Religion, Secularization, and values

			
			Week 2: Classical & modern theories of secularization

			
			Readings

			Wallis, R., & Bruce, S. (1995). Secularization: The orthodox model. In S. Bruce (Ed.), The sociology of religion (pp. 693–715). Edward Elgar.

			

			
			Week 3: The secular transition model

			
			Readings

			Voas, D., & Chaves, M. (2016). Is the United States a counterexample to the secularization thesis? American Journal of Sociology, 121(5), 1517–1556.

			


			Week 4: The critique of secularization theories

			
			Readings

			Gauthier, F. (2020). (What is left of) secularization? Social Compass, 67(2), 309–314.

			Müller, T. (2020). Secularization theory and its discontents: Recapturing decolonial and gendered narratives. Social Compass, 67(2), 315–322.

			Stark, R. (1999). Secularization, R.I.P. Sociology of Religion, 60(3), 249–273.

			Stolz, J. (2011). “All things are possible”: Towards a sociological explanation of Pentecostal miracles and healings. Sociology of Religion, 72(4), 456–482.

			


			Week 5: Secularization and value change in the western world

			
			Readings

			Norris, P., & Inglehart, R. (2011). Sacred and secular: Religion and politics worldwide (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press. (Original work published 2004)

			


			Week 6: Is the US an exception?

			
			Readings

			Voas, D., & Chaves, M. (2016). Is the United States a counterexample to the secularization thesis? American Journal of Sociology, 121(5), 1517–1556.

			


			Week 7: Secularization and gender roles world-wide

			
			Readings

			Pew Research Center. (2016). The gender gap in religion around the world.

			Poushter, J., & Kent, N. O. (2020, June). The global divide on homosexuality persists. Pew Research Center.

			


			Week 8: The New Age & holistic spirituality revival

			
			Readings

			Heelas, P., & Woodhead, L. (2005). The spiritual revolution: Why religion is giving way to spirituality. Blackwell Publishing. (Original work published 2004)

			


			Week 9: The Pentecostal revival

			
			Readings

			Stolz, J. (2011). “All things are possible”: Towards a sociological explanation of Pentecostal miracles and healings. Sociology of Religion, 72(4), 456–482.

			


			Week 10: The Orthodox and Muslim revival

			
			Readings

			Carvalho, J.-P. (2009). A theory of the Islamic revival (Economics Series Working Paper No. 424).

			


			Week 11: The evolution of religion and the three stages of religious decline world-wide

			
			Readings

			Stolz, J., De Graaf, N. D., Hackett, C., & Antonietti, J.-P. (2025). The three stages of religious decline around the world. Nature Communications, 16, Article 7202.

			


			Week 12: A clash of civilizations?

			
			Readings

			Huntington, S. P. (1996). The clash of civilizations and the remaking of world order. Simon & Schuster.
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			Course description

			This interdisciplinary course introduces the analytical framework of health economics and applies it to explore the role of arts and culture in promoting health and well-being. Students will examine how economic principles can be used to analyze healthcare systems, medical decision-making, and health policy, while learning how evidence-based approaches can be used to evaluate both conventional healthcare interventions and emerging arts-based initiatives. The course addresses key challenges in healthcare, including information asymmetry, moral hazard, adverse selection, and inequalities in access to care. Through real-world case studies, current policy debates, and interactive discussions, students will critically examine recent evidence on arts and health, assess healthcare policies from the perspectives of both economic efficiency and social equity, and explore innovative approaches to health promotion, healthy aging, and future healthcare policy in an international context.

			
			


				
			Learning outcomes

			Students will be able to:

			_ Apply economic concepts and analytical tools to understand healthcare systems, healthcare markets, and health policy.

			_ Evaluate healthcare interventions and arts-based initiatives using evidence-based approaches and economic evaluation methods.

			_ Analyze major healthcare challenges, including health inequalities, population aging, and access to healthcare, from the perspectives of both economic efficiency and social equity.

			_ Critically assess the role of arts and culture in promoting health and well-being through contemporary research and international case studies.

			_ Develop innovative, evidence-informed policy recommendations for improving health and well-being.

			
			


				
			Teaching methods

			The course will be delivered primarily through synchronous online lectures via Zoom. One or two intensive face-to-face teaching periods of approximately one week to ten days will be held in Venice during the semester, focusing on interactive discussions, case studies, and policy debates. Students will complete individual assignments, group activities, and policy analyses throughout the course. This hybrid format combines the flexibility of online learning with the educational benefits of intensive face-to-face interaction.

			
			


				
			Assessment

			_ 40% Individual assignments and written reports. 

			_ 30% Policy analysis paper. 

			_ 20% Presentations and policy debates (individual and group work). 

			_ 10% Class participation.

			
			


				
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1–2: Introduction to Health Economics and Health Systems

			Week 3–4: Demand for Health, Healthcare Markets, and Health Insurance

			Week 5–6: Economic Evaluation and Evidence-Based Healthcare

			Week 7–8: The Role of Arts in Health and Well-being

			Week 9–10: Evaluating Arts-Based Health Interventions

			Week 11–12: Health Policy, Healthy Aging, and Future Challenges
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			Selected academic articles and policy papers will be assigned throughout the course.
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			Course description

			From the atomic bomb to artificial intelligence, scientific breakthroughs constantly challenge global stability. How does the international community manage the emergence of new scientific possibilities and technologies that carry both immense promise and unprecedented peril? This course delves into the critical history of global efforts to govern science and technology for the sake of peace and security. We will journey through the history of pivotal moments where science and global policy collided, examining the successes and failures of international cooperation. No preliminary knowledge is required.

			Background: In the aftermath of the Second World War, humanity faced an unprecedented challenge. The development of atomic weaponry during the Manhattan Project and the subsequent bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki ushered in a new age. For the first time, humans held the capacity to destroy all life on earth. This stark reality gave birth to a new calculus of geopolitics, an arms race justified by the doctrines of “deterrence” and “Mutually Assured Destruction,” and the urgent, complex project of global governance.

			Yet, this Cold War rivalry was not confined to terrestrial arsenals; it reached for the heavens in the Space Race. This competition, while fueling tensions, also paradoxically led to some of the earliest frameworks for international cooperation in a new domain, aiming to prevent the weaponization of space. At the same time, another revolution was quietly unfolding in molecular biology. The discovery of the DNA double helix launched a genetic age, offering the promise of curing diseases while raising profound ethical dilemmas about human engineering and biological warfare. A distinctive technoscientific culture of international governance emerged, mirroring this period of immense promise and peril, as societies grappled with how to manage these powerful new capabilities.

			Today, we stand at the threshold of another profound transformation driven by artificial intelligence, autonomous systems, and even the prospect of “mirror life” (life made with an opposite chemical “handedness” that could pose environmental, ecological, immunological and other risks). These technologies are reshaping everything from economic production to biosecurity to the very nature of conflict, creating new domains of innovation, practice, and commerce that defy traditional borders and forms of control. From lethal autonomous weapons to AI-driven propaganda and the regulation of global tech giants, the international community is once again struggling to build governance frameworks for technologies it is still struggling to understand. And these challenges from different scientific fields often intersect in the realm of governance, regulation, and international relations.

			Over the course of the term, we will survey the historical, technical, and moral dimensions of these successive and sometimes intersectional technological revolutions and their implications for global peace and security. We will pay special attention to the role of scientists and states; the tension between national security and international cooperation; the function of treaties and international institutions; and the ethical challenges posed by technologies that can fundamentally alter not only the global future but even the human future. By better understanding the history of global governance in the face of disruptive technology, we will be better equipped to analyze the complex legacies, crises, and choices we face at the current moment.

			
			


				
			Key Topics

			_ The Nuclear Age: From the Manhattan Project to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, how did the world learn to live with the bomb? What does the imminent end of the age of nuclear treaties mean for global governance for peace and security today? Los Alamos, Trinity, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Bikini – familiar names in atomic history. But long before the atomic bomb indelibly associated radioactivity with death, many believed that radium might hold the secret to life. What happened, and how did this change? Through a series of case studies, we will survey the complex historical, political, environmental, cultural, and moral dimensions of the atomic age, from the discovery of radioactivity in the late nineteenth century through the Manhattan Project and the development of the atomic bomb and the subsequent arms race, up to the complex world of international relations we live in today.

			_ The Final Frontier: Nominally about civilian scientific achievement, the Space Race was also inescapably a national strategic military concern for many countries involved. How can we consider the lasting impact of the twentieth century space race in light of novel transformations of “New Space” bringing private investment rather than nation-states into space? What is the origin, winding path, and fate of the Outer Space Treaty seeking to prevent the militarization of space in such a world?

			_ The Genetic Revolution: Fifty years ago, scientists called for a moratorium on potentially hazardous novel work with recombinant DNA (genetic engineering). The 1975 Asilomar conference where they gathered has been understood, variously, as a model for international scientific cooperation, for self-regulation, or for elite capture of governance by those who stood most to benefit from the pursuit of the technology. And this was even before there was money on the table and biotechnology was only a nascent industry. Today, while the technologies related to biological engineering and dual-use concerns may have changed, the pressing questions are familiar – and have direct implications for both human futures and global equity.

			_ Today’s Frontiers: Contemporary governance challenges at the intersection of science and society are legion, and range from a proposed moratorium on “mirror life” and concern about other dual-use biotechnologies, to understanding the scope, impact, and potential regulatory and governance responses to the prospects of AI. How to maintain peace and security in a world of innovation and instability where the machinic algorithms seemingly outpace the human?

			
			


				
			Learning outcomes

			_ Who gets a seat at the table? Influence of experts, governments, NGOs, and citizens.

			_ What tools do we have? Treaties, hearings, science courts, advisory panels.

			_ Does it actually work? Evaluating governance effectiveness.

			_ How do interpretations of success and failure change over time?

			
			


				
			Our class is designed to engage your intellect in many different ways, but one of its primary goals is to introduce you to the core theories and real-world challenges of global governance for peace and security. This course explores how major technological and scientific revolutions – from the atomic age and the space race to the genetic revolution and the rise of artificial intelligence – have shaped international relations and created new dilemmas for humanity. A significant part of this course is thus an exploration of interdisciplinary research, analytical, and critical thinking skills. As you develop these skills, you will learn:

			_ How to gather and interpret complex, interdisciplinary data from scientific, political, historical, and ethical sources.

			_ How to craft compelling arguments from fragments of information, and over time come to offer new interpretations and ask new critical questions.

			_ How contemporary assumptions and disciplinary frameworks (from international relations, history, and science & technology studies) shape the questions we ask and our interpretations of the past and future.

			By the end of the semester, students will be able to:

			_ Describe the key moments, figures, technologies, and institutions that have defined the pursuit of global governance, from the post-WWII atomic era to the contemporary challenges of cyberspace and AI.

			_ Distinguish, contextualize, and evaluate different types of primary documents (e.g., policy papers, UN resolutions, scientific reports) and secondary texts.

			_ Identify an author’s perspective and thesis in a text, monograph, or scholarly article and situate it in its broader intellectual and political context

			_ Distinguish various analytical frameworks and methodologies from international relations, security studies, and science & technology studies.

			_ Utilize a range of tools and methods for understanding the varied technological, strategic, legal, moral, environmental, and policy dimensions of the atomic age, the space race, the genetic revolution, and artificial intelligence.

			_ Pose critical questions about peace and security, evaluate competing narratives and the evidence used to support them, and use scholarly literature to situate an argument within key policy and academic debates.

			_ Independently articulate and write a clear and substantiated scholarly argument, supported with appropriate and thorough evidence and demonstrating the proper use of sources, that reaches a convincing conclusion.

			_ Challenge commonsense assumptions and oversimplifications about nuclear deterrence, the weaponization of space, genetic engineering, and the governance of AI.

			_ Synthesize course concepts to analyze emerging global challenges and evaluate potential frameworks for international cooperation and security.

			
			


				
			Assessment

			_ 45% Papers (3 papers, each worth 15%). 

			_ 20% Midterm. 

			_ 25% Final Exam. 

			_ 10% Summaries/Attendance/Engagement. 

			
			


				
			Papers

			Over the course of the term, you will be assigned three papers in which you will conduct your own analysis, drawing on the assigned readings and lecture material (approximately 5-7 pages each). You will have approximately two to three weeks to complete each paper. Further instructions and expectations for papers will be shared later during the term.

			
			


				
			Reading Summaries

			There will also be occasional “quizzes,” which will consist of a one-paragraph summary and reflection on one of the day’s assigned readings (your choice). This is primarily intended as a study tool for your own edification. A quiz/summary must be written before class, and must be ready for immediate submission if requested. If you have done the assigned reading and prepared a summary, you will be fully prepared for the prospect of a “quiz.” There is a one-in-four chance of a “quiz” on any given day of lecture. As a reward for having read the syllabus carefully up to this point, you may use the phrase “San Servolo” as your answer on any one quiz this term. This will count for full credit on one day when you have forgotten your summary.

			
			


				
			Midterm and Final Examination

			Midterm and final examinations will have questions drawn from the lectures, readings, and discussions.

			
			



			
			Syllabus

			Successful completion of this course will require that you attend class, actively engage with course material, and complete the assigned written work and exam. Reading assignments are listed here. Please note that the amount of reading for each class meeting may vary considerably; plan accordingly. This is a tentative outline of our class lectures and readings, and all elements are subject to change.

			
			Week 1: Inventing the Cold War World: Science, Secrecy, and Nuclear War

			
			Readings

			Hennigan, W. J. (2024, March 4). Nuclear war: The rising risk, and how we stop it. The New York Times.

			Mputubwele, N. (2023). The dark history “Oppenheimer” didn’t show. Wired.

			Rhodes, R. (1986). Trinity. In The making of the atomic bomb. Simon & Schuster.

			Szasz, F. (n.d.). J. Robert Oppenheimer and the state of New Mexico. In Larger than life.

			The world can still be destroyed in a flash. (2020, August 6). The New York Times.

			Wellerstein, A. (2019). Manhattan Project. In Encyclopedia of the History of Science.

			Wolfsthal, J. B., Kristensen, H., & Korda, M. (2025, June 4). Why we should worry about nuclear weapons again. The Washington Post.

			

				
			Week 2: The Use of the Atomic Bomb: Trinity, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki

			
			Readings

			Hachiya, M. (1955). Hiroshima diary: The journal of a Japanese physician, August 6–September 30, 1945 (selected excerpts).

			Rhodes, R. (1986). Tongues of fire. In The making of the atomic bomb (pp. 679–747). Simon & Schuster.

			Sayle, M. (1995). Did the bomb end the war? The New Yorker.

			Schlosser, E. (2013). Spheres within spheres. In Command and control (pp. 35–55). Penguin Press.

			Stimson, H. L. (1947, February). The decision to use the atomic bomb. Harper’s Magazine.

			Szasz, F. (1998). The blast; The aftermath I; The aftermath II. In The day the sun rose twice: The story of the Trinity Site nuclear explosion (pp. 79–144).

			Taylor, A. (2016, May 10). In Japan and America, more and more people think the Hiroshima bombing was wrong. The Washington Post.

			Wellerstein, A. (2015). What about the bombing of Nagasaki? The New Yorker.

			

				
			Week 3: The Human Cost: Downwinders, Survivors, and Sacrificial Landscapes

			
			Readings

			Córdova, T. (2023). What “Oppenheimer” doesn’t tell you about the Trinity test. The New York Times.

			Einstein, A. (1945, November). Atomic war or peace. The Atlantic Monthly.

			Einstein, A. (1947, November). Atomic war or peace. The Atlantic Monthly.

			Fadiman, A. (1980, June). The downwind people. Life, 32–40.

			Oldenziel, R. (2011). Islands: The United States as a networked empire. In G. Hecht (Ed.), Entangled geographies.

			Russell, B., & Einstein, A. (1955, July 9). The Russell–Einstein Manifesto.

			Todeschini, M. (1999). Illegitimate sufferers: A-bomb victims, medical science, and the government. Daedalus, 128(2), 67–100.

			Voyles, T. B. (2015). Cowboys and Indians in Navajo Country. In Wastelanding: Legacies of uranium mining in Navajo Country. University of Minnesota Press.

			

				
			Week 4: Bombs as Guarantors of Security: Deterrence, the Arms Race, and Atoms for Peace

			
			Readings

			Anderson, C. P. (1955, July 12). Atoms for peace. In Atoms for Peace Manual.

			Boyer, P. (1985). The reassuring message of civil defense. In By the bomb’s early light: American thought and culture at the dawn of the Atomic Age. Pantheon Books.

			Eisenhower, D. D. (1953, December 8). Address before the General Assembly of the United Nations on peaceful uses of atomic energy.

			Gordin, M. D. (2009). Introduction and Chapter 1. In Red cloud at dawn: Truman, Stalin, and the end of the Atomic Monopoly. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			Hilgartner, S., Bell, S. E., & O’Connor, R. (1982). Atoms for peace. In Nukespeak: Nuclear language, visions, and mindset (pp. 38–54). Sierra Club Books.

			Krige, J. (2006). Atoms for peace, scientific internationalism, and scientific intelligence. Osiris, 21, 161–181.

			Mumford, L. (1946, March 2). Gentlemen, you are mad. Saturday Review of Literature, 5–6.

			Schlosser, E. (2013). The best, the biggest, and the most. In Command and control. Penguin Press.

			Teller, E. (1960, March). We’re going to work miracles. Popular Mechanics, 113(3), 97–101, 278, 280, 282.

			

				
			Week 5: The Nuclear Legacy: Accidents, Activism, and Advocating for an Anxious Future

			
			Readings

			Brown, K. (2016, November 29). The harvests of Chernobyl. Aeon.

			Francis, M. R. (2017, November 16). When Carl Sagan warned the world about nuclear winter. Smithsonian Magazine.

			Iversen, K. (2012). Full body burden: Growing up in the shadow of Rocky Flats (selected excerpts). Crown Publishers.

			Pauling, L. (1963, December 11). Science and peace. Nobel Lecture.

			Rust, S. (2019, November 10). How the U.S. betrayed the Marshall Islands, kindling the next nuclear disaster. Los Angeles Times.

			Sagan, C. (1983). Nuclear winter. Parade Magazine.

			Sagan, C. (1993, November 28). Prisoner’s dilemma: A new way to think about rules to live by. Parade Magazine.

			Schlosser, E. (2016). World War Three, by mistake. The New Yorker.

			Shultz, G. P., Perry, W. J., Kissinger, H. A., & Nunn, S. (2007). A world free of nuclear weapons. The Wall Street Journal.

			Vollmann, W. T. (2015, March). Invisible and insidious: Living at the edge of Fukushima’s nuclear disaster. Harper’s Magazine, 46–60.

			Wynne, B. (1992). Misunderstood misunderstanding: Social identities and public uptake of science. Public Understanding of Science, 1, 281–304.

			Zak, D. (2015, November 27). A Ground Zero forgotten. The Washington Post.

			

				
			Week 6: The Dawn of the Space Age: Sputnik and Cold War Rivalry

			
			Readings

			Campos, L. (2020). Genetic Sputniks. Grow Magazine.

			Gordin, M. D. (2014, June 11). The Soviet science system. The Point.

			McDougall, W. A. (1982). Technocracy and statecraft in the Space Age: Towards the history of a saltation. The American Historical Review, 87, 1010–1040.

			National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, Pub. L. No. 85–568, 72 Stat. 426 (1958).

			Wolfe, A. (2002). Germs in space: Joshua Lederberg, exobiology, and the public imagination, 1958–1964. Isis, 91, 183–205.

			

				
			Week 7: Governing the Cosmos: The Race to the Moon and International Law

			
			Readings

			European Union. (2025). EU Space Act.

			Kennedy, J. F. (1962, September 12). Address at Rice University on the nation’s space effort.

			Siddiqi, A. A. (2008). Competing technologies, national reputations, and the Apollo 11 decision. In S. J. Dick (Ed.), Remembering the Space Age: Proceedings of the 50th Anniversary Conference.

			Treaty on principles governing the activities of states in the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies (Outer Space Treaty). (1967, January 27).

			von Bencke, M. J. (1997). The politics of space: A history of U.S.–Soviet/Russian competition and cooperation in space. Praeger.

			Weinersmith, K. (2023). Space law for space settlements. In Z. Weinersmith & K. Weinersmith, A city on Mars: Can we settle space, should we settle space, and have we really thought this through? Penguin Press.

			

				
			Week 8: From Cooperation to Congestion: The ISS and the New Space Race

			
			Readings

			Agreement Concerning Cooperation on the Civil International Space Station (Space Station Agreement). (1998). Preamble and key articles.

			Campos, L. (2017). Strains of Andromeda: The cosmic potential hazard of recombinant DNA. In L. Campos, M. R. Dietrich, T. Saraiva, & C. C. Young (Eds.), Nature remade: Engineering life, envisioning worlds (pp. 151–172). University of Chicago Press.

			Johnson-Freese, J. (2007). Space as a strategic asset. Columbia University Press.

			von der Dunk, F. (2017). The European Union and the Outer Space Treaty: Will the twain ever meet? In 50 years of the Outer Space Treaty: Tracing the journey (pp. 75–90).

			

				
			Week 9: The Rise of Eugenics and the Politics of Heredity

			
			Readings

			Dobzhansky, T. (1949). The suppression of a science. Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 5, 144–146.

			Dugatkin, L. A. (2021, April 21). The botanist who defied Stalin. Nautilus.

			Galton, F. (1865). Hereditary talent and character. Macmillan’s Magazine.

			Gould, S. J. (1987). Carrie Buck’s daughter. In The flamingo’s smile: Reflections in natural history. W. W. Norton.

			Graham, L. R. (2016, April 29). Political science: What the reappraisal of Soviet Russia’s top agricultural mastermind says about Putin’s Russia. Foreign Affairs.

			Muller, H. J. (1948, December 4). The destruction of science in the USSR. Saturday Review of Literature.

			Paul, D. B. (1998). What is eugenics? Why does it matter? In Controlling human heredity: Class, gender, and race in modern America. Humanity Books.

			The Doctors Trial. (1946–1947). Opening statement for the prosecution [Transcript].

			United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (1950). The race question.

			

				
			Week 10: The Double Helix, and Eugenics in the Molecular Vision of Life

			
			Readings

			Cobb, M., & Comfort, N. (2023). What Watson and Crick really took from Franklin. Nature.

			Hotchkiss, R. (1965). Portents for a genetic engineering. The Journal of Heredity, 56(5), 197–202.

			Kass, L. R. (1971, November 19). The new biology: What price relieving man’s estate? Science, 174(4011), 779–788.

			Olby, R. (2003). Quiet debut for The double helix. Nature.

			Stent, G. S. (1968). That was the molecular biology that was. Science.

			Stevens, H. (2013). Owning part of you; Eugenics. In Biotechnology and society: An introduction (pp. 133–143, 159–173). University of Chicago Press.

			Watson, J. D. (1968). The double helix: A personal account of the discovery of the structure of DNA. Atheneum.

			Watson, J. D. (1971, May). Moving toward the clonal man. The Atlantic Monthly, 50–53.

			

				
			Week 11: Governing the Gene: Who Decides? The Asilomar Conference and the Recombinant DNA Debate

			
			Readings

			Berg, P., Baltimore, D., Brenner, S., Roblin, R. O., & Singer, M. F. (1975). Summary statement of the Asilomar Conference on recombinant DNA molecules. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

			Campos, L. (2021). Pandora’s pandemic. Science, 371(6534).

			Campos, L. (2023). The Asilomar Conference. In Reference Module in Life Sciences.

			Campos, L. (2024, September 27). A little care before we leap. Science.

			Campos, L. (2025, January 31). Invoking Asilomar: The historic meeting’s legacy resists simple lessons. Science, 387, 480–481.

			Campos, L. (n.d.). An Asilomar sourcebook. In The Spirit of Asilomar and the Future of Biotechnology program (pp. 23–37).

			Gottlieb, C., & Jerome, R. (1976). Biohazards at Harvard. Boston Phoenix.

			Krimsky, S. (1978). A citizen court in the recombinant DNA debate. Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists.

			Rogers, M. (1975). The Pandora’s Box Congress. Rolling Stone, 189, 37–40, 42, 74, 77–78, 82.

			Sinsheimer, R. L. (1975, October 16). Troubled dawn for genetic engineering. New Scientist, 68, 148–151.

			

				
			Week 12: The Genomic Age: Mapping Humanity and Claims to “Own” Life

			
			Readings

			Declaration of Indigenous Peoples of the Western Hemisphere Regarding the Human Genome Diversity Project. (n.d.).

			Lewontin, R. C., & Levins, R. (2007). The dream of the human genome. In Biology under the influence: Dialectical essays on ecology, agriculture, and health. Monthly Review Press.

			Preston, R. (2000). The genome warrior. The New Yorker.

			Reardon, J. (2001). The Human Genome Diversity Project: A case study in coproduction. Social Studies of Science, 31, 357–388.

			Roberts, L. (2001, February 16). Controversial from the start. Science, 291, 1182–1188.

			Schwartz, O. (2020, March). Out of Africa: The legacy of colonialism threatens the future of genetic research. Harper’s Magazine.

			Stevens, H. (2013). Biotechnology and business. In Biotechnology and society: An introduction. University of Chicago Press.

			Watson, J. D. (2003). Ethical implications of the Human Genome Project; The human genome revealed. In A passion for DNA: Genes, genomes, and society (pp. 173–181, 239–244). Oxford University Press.

			

				
			Week 13: The Future of the Human in Global Governance: Gene Therapy, CRISPR, and Bioethics

			
			Readings

			Cobb, M. (2022). #CRISPRBabies. In As gods: A moral history of the genetic age. W. W. Norton.

			Kirksey, E. (2020). The mutant project: Inside the global race to genetically modify humans. St. Martin’s Press.

			Stolberg, S. G. (1999). The biotech death of Jesse Gelsinger. The New York Times.

			Urnov, F. (2022). CRISPR can cure disease by editing a person’s DNA. Now what? The New York Times.

			Watson, J. D. (1971, May). Moving toward the clonal man. The Atlantic Monthly, 50–53.

			

				
			Week 14: The AI Revolution: Governance, Security, and the New Arms Race

			
			Readings

			Kissinger, H., Schmidt, E., & Huttenlocher, D. (2021). The age of AI: And our human future. Little, Brown and Company.

			McCarty, N. (2025). AI-designed phages. Asimov Press.

			Scharre, P. (2018). Army of none: Autonomous weapons and the future of war. W. W. Norton.

			Toner, H., & Arnold, Z. (2024, August 27). AI regulation’s champions can seize common ground—or be swept aside. Lawfare.

			United Nations. (2021). Report of the Group of Governmental Experts on Emerging Technologies in the Area of Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems.

			

				
			Week 15: The Ethics of the Unknown: Governing Synthetic Biology and AI

			
			Readings

			Bostrom, N. (2014). The ethics of artificial intelligence. In K. Frankish & W. M. Ramsey (Eds.), The Cambridge handbook of artificial intelligence. Cambridge University Press.

			Campos, L. (2026). For and against: The arc of the moral universe of synthetic biology. In The Cambridge history of technology.

			Marchant, G. E., & Sylvester, D. J. (2022, Fall). The living regulatory challenges of synthetic biology. Issues in Science and Technology.

			Metzl, J. (2019). Hacking Darwin: Genetic engineering and the future of humanity. Sourcebooks.

			National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. (2020). Safeguarding the bioeconomy: The role of the life sciences in preventing biological threats. National Academies Press.

			Paris Conference on Risks of Mirror Life. (2025, June). Conference report on risks of mirror life.
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			Course description

			Tourism is one of the fastest growing economic sectors worldwide and its impact on cultural heritages sites is significant.

			The management of cultural heritage in tourism contexts requires a careful balance between safeguarding cultural assets and fostering sustainable development. As destinations face growing pressures from globalization, mass tourism, and climate change, professionals must be equipped with the knowledge and tools to protect cultural heritage while ensuring that tourism contributes positively to local communities and economies.

			This course emphasizes the integration of sustainable tourism principles with cultural heritage management, highlighting the need for responsible planning, stakeholder engagement, and innovative strategies. Students will explore the tensions between conservation and commercialization, as well as opportunities for creating authentic visitor experiences that respect cultural identity and enhance social well-being. By bridging theory and practice, students will analyze case studies ok tourist destinations of key international relevance (e.g., UNESCO World Heritage Sites) and their management challenges.

			The course will combine an initial part dedicated on the main theoretical and operational frameworks of Tourism Management in Cultural Heritage destinations. The central part of the course is designed to provide students with a series of case studies of international relevance (in particular, UNESCO designated sites) which will be analyzed using the most advanced international frameworks (e.g. the World Heritage Sustainable Tourism Strategy). Each of them will be illustrated with the help of international experts and analyzed from a critical point of view, considering alternative solutions and their respective relevance for the local economies.

			The final part will guide students to work in groups, each of them focused on a different concrete case to be chosen by them.


			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Understand Key Concepts & Frameworks (e.g. identify key international agreements and policies influencing sustainable tourism (e.g., UNWTO, Paris Agreement, SDGs)

			_ Analyze Stakeholder Roles & Policy Impact (e.g. evaluate the roles of governments, NGOs, private sectors, and local communities in shaping sustainable tourism policies)

			_ Address Environmental & Socio-Cultural Challenges (e.g. design initiatives for cultural heritage preservation and responsible visitor management). o Innovate for the Future of Sustainable Tourism (e.g. explore digital transformation and technological advancements in sustainable tourism (e.g., smart tourism, AI, blockchain).


			



			Teaching methods

			The overall structure of the course and its thematic organization has been designed by Elena Bonel (University of Padova) and Giorgio Andrian (University of Padova). Few key external experts will be invited to lecture on ad hoc cases.


			



			Required preliminary knowledge

			Attendance is compulsory for all students. No specific disciplinary background is needed to attend the course, and the knowledge of English will not a barrier. Required readings are suggested on each module to introduce students to the themes. Students will be also encouraged to find additional material for their final project by searching the Internet and accessing the suggested websites.


			


	
			Assessment

			_ 10% Class participation – Overall class participation, in terms of both attendance and interaction.

			_ 20% The tests which will be assigned at the end of each session.

			_ 30% Midterm assignments will be given on individual basis.

			_ 40% Final project – There will be a group project to develop, to present in a written group report and through an oral presentation in class.


			



			
			Syllabus

			The course is structured in modules, dedicated to theoretical introduction and specific case to be analyzed. The course duration is 36 hours of lectures (displayed on 12 weeks) and 4 hours of co-curricular activities; it is structured in weekly modules, each of them dedicated to a specific topic. The final module will be dedicated to students working in groups and their assignment presentations. A visit to Dolomiti World Heritage Natural Sites and Colli Euganei Biosphere Reserve will be part of the course program.

						
			General introduction

			
			Main principles of Cultural Tourism and Destination Management.

			


			Module I

			
			Central part of the course.

			


			Module II

			
			Analyses specific case studies from different parts of the world.

			
			


	
			_ The UNESCO World Natural Heritage of the Dolomites (Italy) and its sustainable tourism challenges;

			_ The Mount Moroto (Karamoja) pilot project for a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and its community-based tourism strategy.

			_ The case of Saline di Sicilia and the development of its eco-tourism within the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve candidacy.

			_ The Cultural Landscape of Battir (Palestine) and the connections with the Holy Land tourism industry.
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			Course description

			Three kinds of theories have in recent decades tried to make sense of the relationship between the economic sphere and the religious sphere. First, the “rational choice-” or economic approach to religion applied economic reasoning to religious phenomena, arguing that believers were “customers” and religious groups “suppliers” that met in “religious markets” (Iannaccone 1995, 1998; Stark, Finke 2000). This approach proposed some interesting new explanations for long standing puzzles in the sociology of religion. Second, various researchers began looking at how religions and spirituality are influenced by “consumer society” and thus start marketizing and branding themselves (Gauthier, Martikainen 2013). These scholars analyzed how Yoga was transformed from a highly spiritual phenomenon into a highly successful everyday commodity, how famous religious personalities like the Pope or the Dalai Lama or religious sites such as the Siena Cathedral are branded, or how Megachurches go to great length to create just the right spiritual product for a certain type of age group. Third, the theory of social games argues that while some spiritual goods are produced and exchanged on markets, others are produced in groups, to be consumed by their members Stolz, Senn (2023).

			This course will give students an overview over the three approaches, showing them with what methods the propositions of these theories are tested and make them familiar with the most important results of the current research. The course will also teach hands-on qualitative methods to be applied in a term paper on the branding of religion in Venice.

			If they have not yet done so, students will acquire the skill of interpreting statistical tables and graphs in order to make sense of the most important results the respective research.

			A special emphasis will be on the marketing of religious sites such as churches or monasteries. Examples from Italy will have a prominent place.


			



			Teaching methods

			Every week the course consists of 2h lecture & discussion of an assigned text and 2h workshop. Students will be asked to read a paper / book extract a week, and to summarize and discuss the arguments.

			Students are expected to write a short 5-page research paper and there will be a final oral exam.

			Extra-curricular activities: We will make two site visits, one to a Catholic church, one to a Pentecostal church, to study their different marketing methods.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			_ An overview over rational choice theories of religion and theories of marketization of religion and sprituality,

			_ A clear sense of the methods with which such theories are tested and the skill of interpreting statistical tables and graphs

			_ Familiarity with the most important results of the current research.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			No preliminary background is required.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 20% Participating in class.

			_ 40% Research paper.

			_ 40% Exam.

			
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1: Introduction

			
			Research questions

			


			Week 2: Rational choice of religion

			
			Cases and Variables

			
			Readings

			Bruce, S. (1993). Religion and rational choice: A critique of economic explanations of religious behavior. Sociology of Religion, 54(2), 193–205.

			Iannaccone, L. R. (1995). Voodoo economics? Reviewing the rational choice approach to religion. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 34(1), 76–89.

			

			

			
			Week 3: Consumer culture and religion

			
			Definitions

			
			Readings

			Gauthier, F., Martikainen, T., & Woodhead, L. (2011). Introduction: Religion in consumer society. Social Compass, 58(3), 291–301.

			

			

			
			Week 4: Social games and religion I

			
			Typologies

			
			Readings

			Stolz, J., & Senn, J. (2023). Religious markets, religious marketing, and individual religious choice in Europe. In E. Fokas & A. Georgie (Eds.), Routledge handbook on politics and religion in Europe. Routledge.

			

			

			
			Week 5: Social games and religion II

			
			Theories

			
			Readings

			Stolz, J. (2023). The theory of social games: Outline of a general theory for the social sciences. Humanities & Social Sciences Communications, 10(1), 1–12. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-023-01862-0

			

			

			
			Week 6: Social games and religion III

			
			Academic writing

			
			Readings

			Nardella, C. (2012). Religious symbols in Italian advertising: Symbolic appropriation and the management of consent. Journal of Contemporary Religion, 27(2), 217–240.

			

			

			
			Week 7: Religious-secular competition

			
			Research design

			
			Readings

			Stolz, J. (2023). The theory of social games: Outline of a general theory for the social sciences. Humanities & Social Sciences Communications, 10(1), 1–12. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-023-01862-0

			

			

			
			Week 8: The branding of Magic/Wicca

			
			Ethnographic observation I

			
			Readings

			Miller, C. (2022). How modern witches enchant TikTok: Intersections of digital, consumer, and material culture(s) on #WitchTok. Religions, 13(118), 1–22.

			

			

			
			Week 9: Church advertising in Ghana

			
			Ethnographic observation II

			
			Readings

			Appau, S., & Yang, Y. (2024). Church advertising and the marketization of religious hegemony. Marketing Theory, 24(2), 263–288.

			

			

			
			Week 10: The branding of Yoga

			
			Qualitative interviewing

			
			Readings

			Jain, A. R. (2015). Selling yoga: From counterculture to pop culture. Oxford University Press.

			

			

			
			Week 11: The branding of Hillsong

			
			Presenting & Q&Aing

			
			Readings

			Riches, T., & Wagner, T. (2012). The evolution of Hillsong: From Australian Pentecostal congregation into global brand. Australian Journal of Communication, 39(1).

			

			

			
			Week 12: The branding of religion in Venice (Student presentations)

			
			The branding of religion in Venice (idem)
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 			Science Communication and Sustainability – F2613

					
			



			Alessandra Fornetti

			Ilda Mannino

			Venice International University

			

			
			


			
			Course description

			This course examines the topic of science communication, introducing (i) the role of communication in science and research, as important element of RRI - Responsible Research and Innovation, (ii) the cultural, practical and policy-related role of science communication in wider society to promote public engagement in discussion and actions, and (iii) the role it can play in supporting sustainable development.

			The course starts from exploring the definitions of science communication and the evolution of the concept from an education approach to a more dialogic one. It then addresses three key questions concerning science communication and the public, in terms of (i) who are the publics to reach, (ii) why to communicate them, (iii) what to communicate and (iv) how to communicate in an effective way. The non-mediated vs. mediated modes of communicating are considered, putting in evidence barriers and opportunities related to each strand, from journalism to museums, social media and others. Attention is given to the risks of misinformation and building trust in science.

			The course puts special emphasis in science communication in relation to sustainable development and environmental issues, and how it can support the achievement of the SDGs.

			A key element considered throughout the course is the quality in science communication and how to “recognize” it.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Students gain exposure to the great body of scholarship about science communication, including work from communication studies, sociology and science theories among others. They also gain sharper understanding of the importance of communicating their research and its impact on society. Challenges of science communication are deeply explored, in particular in relation to environment and sustainable development.

			The course takes advantage of VIU’s unique international diversity by building in opportunities for students to share and reflect upon science communication role and trajectories in their own home countries. In addition, great attention is given to the interdisciplinary approach of Science communication taken advantage of the multidisciplinary components of VIU classes.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The overall structure of the course and its thematic organisation is developed by Alessandra Fornetti and Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability - Venice International University).

			The course is organised around different thematic areas covered also with the help of external professionals, active ‘on the field’ from different science communication areas.

			The course includes frontal lectures, meetings with experts and open discussion on the theories and practice of science communication, case studies on communication of specific scientific topics and practical work on their revisions, both individually and in group.

			Seminars involving practitioners of different strands (journalists, museum explainers, experts in social media) are organized.

			Site visits are part of the course.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 45% Individual mid-term essay – an essay on science communication role today, with specific reference to students’ field of study and to the different SciCom formats and strands that can be used.

			_ 45% Final project – There will be a group science communication project to develop, to present in a written group report and through an oral presentation in class.

			_ 10% Class participation – Overall class participation, in terms of both attendance and interaction.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			No specific background is required to attend the course. Students are expected to do the required readings, to attend class regularly and actively participate in discussions. Required readings are designated on a weekly basis. Students are also encouraged to find additional material for their final project by searching the Internet and accessing suggested websites. Individual paper and a group project on science communication is required.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1. September 14–18

			
			Tuesday September 15

			Lecture: Introduction to Science Communication: Definitions

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Bucchi, M., & Trench, B. (2025). Science communication: The basics. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781032646749

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Davies, S. R., & Horst, M. (2016). Science communication: Culture, identity and citizenship. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Rempel, E. S., Barnett, J., & Durrant, H. (2018). Public engagement with UK government data science: Propositions from a literature review of public engagement on new technologies. Government Information Quarterly, 35(4), 569–578. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.giq.2018.09.003

			

			


			


			
			
			Thursday September 17

			Lecture: Roles, goals and audiences of science communication

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Davies, S. R. (2021). An empirical and conceptual note on science communication’s role in society. Science Communication, 43(1), 116–133.

			

			

			
			Week 2. September 21–25

			
			Tuesday September 22

			“Meet the expert’” series – 1

			Science and Fiction. The story of Every Rock has a Story, Ethan Baxter, Boston College

			


			


			

			
			Thursday September 24

			Lecture: Science Communication Landscape Today between Theory and Practice

			Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Davies, S. R., Franks, S., Jensen, A. M., Mannino, I., Schmidt, A. L., Wells, R., Woods, R., & Zollo, F. (2020). Section 2: Contemporary science communication scholarship in Europe: A fractured field. In Summary report: European science communication today (QUEST Project Deliverable 1.1, Sections 1–2, pp. 9–19). QUEST Project.

			Wilkinson, C., & Weitkamp, E. (2026). Creative research communication: Theory and practice.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Bucchi, M., & Trench, B. (2025). Science communication: The basics. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781032646749

			

			

			
			Week 3. September 28 – October 2

			
			Tuesday September 29

			Lecture: Sustainable development: understanding the concept through its history

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Latouche, S. (2004, November). Degrowth economics. Le Monde diplomatique.

			World Health Organization. (n.d.). Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/millennium-development-goals-(mdgs)

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday October 1

			Lecture: Environment and Sustainability Communication

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. (2007). Communication and sustainable development: Selected papers from the 9th UN Roundtable on Communication for Development. https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/572e1668-02e4-411e-a8ca-7cb723abd48e

			Newig, J., Schulz, D., Hetze, K., Laws, N., Lüdecke, G., & Rieckmann, M. (2013). Communication regarding sustainability: Conceptual perspectives and exploration of societal subsystems. Sustainability, 5, 2976–2990. https://doi.org/10.3390/su5072976

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Friday, October 2

			Site visit 1: Art&Science

			Exhibitions at Ocean Space – https://tba21.org/oceanspace

			

			
			Week 4. October 5–9

			
			Tuesday October 6

			Lecture: Science Museums and Science Centers

			Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Schiele, B. (2021). Science museums and centres: Evolution and contemporary trends. In M. Bucchi & B. Trench (Eds.), Routledge handbook of public communication of science and technology (3rd ed., pp. 53–76). Routledge.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday October 8

			“Meet the expert” series – 2

			Museums and audiences, Paola Rodari, SISSA Science Museums

			
			Required Readings

			Smithsonian Institution. (n.d.). A guide to exhibit development.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Falk, J. H., & Dierking, L. D. (1992). The museum experience. Whalesback Books.

			Simon, N. (2010). The participatory museum. Museum 2.0. https://participatorymuseum.org/read/

			

			

			
			Week 5. October 12–16

			
			Tuesday October 13

			Site visit 2: Science Centres and science informal education

			Visit to the UNESCO Ocean Literacy Centre, Isola di San Servolo

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, October 15

			Lecture: The media and mass media

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Ghulam, S., Ghulam, S., & Tanzeela, J. (2015). Mass media, communication and globalization with the perspective of 21st century. New Media and Mass Communication, 34.

			

			

			
			Week 6. October 19–23

			
			Tuesday, October 20

			Lecture: The Role and challenges of science journalism in science communication

			Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Dunwoody, S. (2021). Science journalism: Prospects in the digital age. In M. Bucchi & B. Trench (Eds.), Routledge handbook of public communication of science and technology (3rd ed., pp. 14–32). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003039242-2

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Davies, S. R., Franks, S., Jensen, A. M., Mannino, I., Schmidt, A. L., Wells, R., Woods, R., & Zollo, F. (2019). European science communication today: Summary report (QUEST Project Deliverable 1.1, Section 3: Contemporary science journalism in Europe: Taking stock, pp. 20–34). QUEST Project.

			Freelance Journalism Assembly. (n.d.). A freelancer’s guide to reporting on the Sustainable Development Goals. Freelance Journalism Assembly.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, October 22

			Lecture: Science communication, Misinformation and Trust

			Ilda Mannino & Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Altay, S. (2022). How effective are interventions against misinformation? [Preprint].

			Kessler, S. H., Mahl, D., Schäfer, M. S., & Volk, S. (2025). Science communication in the age of artificial intelligence. Special issue of JCOM – Journal of Science Communication. https://jcom.sissa.it/issue/129/info/

			Moreno-Castro, C., Mendoza-Poudereux, I., Vengut-Climent, E., Cano-Orón, L., Serra-Perales, A., & Serra-Perales, A. (2025). Strategies to address critical challenges to effective science-society relations, including misinformation and trust (COALESCE Project Deliverable D2.2). COALESCE Project. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13309683

			

			

			
			Midterm break, October 26–30

			
			Week 7. November 2–6

			
			Tuesday, November 3

			Lecture: Social Media Literacy and Science Communication

			Alessandra Fornetti and Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			QUEST Project. (2021). Science communication on social media: Good practices.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, November 5

			“Meet the expert series” – 3

			Social media and audiences, Cristina Rigutto, Social media for science communication expert

			

			
			Week 8. November 9–13

			
			Tuesday, November 10

			Lecture: Citizen Science

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			Haklay, M., Dörler, D., Heigl, F., Manzoni, M., Hecker, S., & Vohland, K. (2021). What is citizen science? The challenges of definition. In K. Vohland, A. Land-Zandstra, L. Ceccaroni, R. Lemmens, J. Perelló, M. Ponti, R. Samson, & K. Wagenknecht (Eds.), The science of citizen science (pp. 13–33). Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-58278-4_2

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, November 12

			Lecture: Science Communication and Pop Culture formats

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Suggested Readings

			Kirby, D. A., & Ockert, I. (2021). Science and technology in film. In B. Trench & M. Bucchi (Eds.), Routledge handbook of public communication of science and technology (3rd ed.). Routledge.

			MacKenzie, L. E. (2019). Science podcasts: Analysis of global production and output from 2004 to 2018. Royal Society Open Science, 6, Article 180932. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.180932

			Roche, J., Fairfield, J. A., Gallagher, A., & Bell, L. (2020). Bright Club: Establishing a science comedy variety night in Ireland. Science Communication, 42(1), 130–140. https://doi.org/10.1177/1075547019897459

			Yas, K. A., Shakir, M. Z., Al-Saeedi, H. M., & Al-Saeedi, A. H. (2016). The evolution and popularity of science play with specific reference to Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus, Brecht’s Galileo and Frayn’s Copenhagen. International Journal of Applied Linguistics & English Literature, 5(7).

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Friday, November 13

			Plenary WS TBD

			

			
			Week 9. November 16–20

			
			Tuesday, November 17

			Lecture: How to communicate about research: tips to apply to the group work and Final Project: Team building and topic choice

			Ilda Mannino and Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			
			Required Readings

			QUEST Project. (n.d.). QUEST checklist for scientists.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, November 19

			Scicomm for Impact: Planning your group work activity

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, VIU)

			Final Project: plan for impact, identify your objectives and audience

			
			Required Readings

			Volk, S. C., & Schäfer, M. S. (2024). Evaluations in science communication: Current state and future directions. JCOM – Journal of Science Communication, 23(06), Y01. https://doi.org/10.22323/2.23060401

			

			

			
			Week 10. November 23–27

			
			Tuesday, November 24

			Final Project: identify your audience needs and expectations

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, November 26

			Final Project: identify the messages to deliver

			

						
			Week 11. November 30 – December 4

			
			Tuesday, December 1

			Final Project: frame the format

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, December 3

			Final Project: open the dialogue

			

			
			Week 12. December 7–11

			
			Tuesday, December 8

			National Holiday to be rescheduled

			Lecture: Evaluate science communication

			Final Project: evaluate the impact of your scicomm activity

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, December 10

			Final Project: final presentation preparation

			

			
			Exam week. December 14–18

			
			Tuesday, December 15

			Presentation of Students’ work

			

			
			


			
			
			Thursday, December 17

			Presentation of Students’ work
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			Course description

			In keeping with the aims of the UNESCO Chair on Water Heritage and Sustainable Development and the approach to Environmental Humanities of The NICHE Centre for Environmental Humanities at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, this course explores the historical relationships between water, society, and sustainability from the transdisciplinary perspective of historical geoanthropology. Geoanthropology – the emerging field informing the research of the Max Planck Partner Group ‘The Water City’ in Venice in collaboration with the Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology in Jena – investigates the dynamic interrelations between societies and environmental systems across time. Drawing on established approaches from environmental humanities, history of science, and hydrosociology, the course examines water as a material resource, a political object of governance, and a cultural element embedded in social practices and systems of knowledge. Focusing on early modern Venice and its long-term legacies, it emphasizes the role of intangible cultural heritage, from engineered waterways and cultural landscapes to the practices and knowledge communities develop to manage local commons, providing exploring comparable water-society interactions in diverse historical and global contexts.

			Building on this conceptual framework, on one hand, the course examines water systems from a broader historical and political perspective, exploring how societies have measured, interpreted, and governed aquatic environments. Special attention is given to the relationship between environmental knowledge and political authority, including the role of technologies such as cartography in shaping the management of water landscapes. In this context, water and its circulation are considered key elements of global metabolic networks, linking ecological processes, economic activities, and political institutions across different scales. From the perspective of hydro-sociology, water emerges both as a material resource essential to sustenance and transportation and as a cultural sign whose meanings have been historically shaped through social practices and systems of knowledge. These perspectives also introduce debates on the governance of common resources and the relevance of both tangible and intangible water heritage for contemporary discussions of sustainable development.

			Complementing these broader perspectives, the course investigates specific case studies, often through a microhistorical lens, to examine specific and instructive figures, episodes, and local practices of water management in Venice and the Venetian mainland. Beginning with an overview of Venice as a city shaped by water, attention is given to the actors and institutions whose decisions balanced technical, political, and environmental considerations. The analysis then extends to the mainland territories of the Venetian Republic, where smaller-scale initiatives – including drainage works, river maintenance, irrigation systems, and agricultural water management – demonstrate how environmental governance operated in practice. The course concludes with an exploration of the cultural landscapes of the Veneto villas, where water functioned both as a practical resource and as a symbolic element embedded in architectural design, garden layouts, and fresco cycles. Throughout these case studies, art, architecture, and cartography serve as key sources for exploring how human decisions, material infrastructures, and cultural practices have historically shaped the organization, experience, and meaning of water in urban and rural landscapes.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			The course will provide students with a conceptual framework and vocabulary in line with the values and goals set in the Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. Students will be able to critically evaluate sustainability and water governance at multiple scales, from global networks and political institutions to local practices and individual case studies. They will also proactively engage with early modern documentation, maps, architecture and art, learning the fundamentals of historical interpretation of primary sources. The course fosters the capacity to understand questions of heritage as both a cultural and environmental practice, emphasizing the interplay between technical knowledge, social priorities, and aesthetic ideals in shaping water management. The course will develop a situated understanding of human-environment interactions, in view of the ecological, political, and cultural challenges faced by the Water City within the lagoon and in its mainland territories. In general terms, the students will be introduced to the educational, scientific, and cultural mission of UNESCO and the Chair for Water Heritage and Sustainable Development.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			For the project, each student will be required to select a geographical area of interest worldwide in which water heritage plays a central role, such as an urban center, a region, lake, or river. Students can choose from a list proposed by the professor or suggest their own case studies. Students will also be required to select a visual medium – such as a historical map, image, or video footage – that will form the core of their discussion. Each student will have to examine the case using the concepts and frameworks developed throughout the course, analysing past and present environmental challenges and potential pathways for sustainable management, with comparative references to the Venetian case.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 25% Participation

			_ 25% Project presentation

			_ 50% Final project

			In addition to in-class participation (25%), students will develop and present their project idea (25%) by the middle of the course. The final project (50%), likely an oral presentation, will be delivered after the lecture period.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1. Introduction, Prof. Pietro Daniel Omodeo (2 lessons)

			
			A basic introduction to the Anthropocene scholarship, intangible water heritage, cultural landscapes and the legacy of early-modern environmental history as the main themes to be treated in the course.

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C., Bassi, S., De Capitani, L., & Omodeo, P. D. (Eds.). (2022). Venice and the Anthropocene: An ecocritical guide. Wetlands.

			Omodeo, P. D., & Consolandi, P. (Eds.). (2025). The Anthropocene waterscapes of Venice. Edizioni Ca’ Foscari.

			

			

			
			Weeks 2–3. Part 1, Dr. Erasmo Castellani (3 lessons)

			
			The Tigh-knit development of the Venetian society and its environment: how political practices, institutions and myth-making narratives are shaped by the mutual interaction between humans and the lagoon environment; exploration of key elements to historically frame the question of sustainability; introduction to the relationship between tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

			
			Readings

			Appuhn, K. (2006). Friend of flood? The dilemmas of water management in early modern Venice. In A. C. Isenberg (Ed.), The nature of cities: Culture, landscape, and urban space (pp. 79–102). University of Rochester Press.

			Crouzet-Pavan, E. (2000). An ecological understanding of the myth of Venice. In J. Martin & D. Romano (Eds.), Venice reconsidered: The history and civilization of an Italian city-state, 1297–1797 (pp. 39–64). Johns Hopkins University Press.

			Romano, D. (2024). Venice: The remarkable history of the lagoon city. Oxford University Press.

			

			

			
			Weeks 3–4. Part 1, Dr. Meital Shai (3 lessons)

			
			Venice as a water city: the development of the lagoon and urban waterways, and the actors who shaped them – authorities, experts, and private patrons. Lessons focus on the construction, maintenance, and regulation of canals, ports, and hydraulic infrastructures, as well as public and private buildings, and explore art, architecture, and early modern cartography as tools and symbols of water management.

			Around the end of week 4, a visit is planned to the lagoon, to see Marghera port, the MOSE barriers, Pellestrina museum, and/or the Casone Millecampi.

			
			Readings

			Howard, D. (2013). Venetian architecture. In E. R. Dursteler (Ed.), A companion to Venetian history, 1400–1797 (pp. 743–754). Brill.

			Schulz, J. (1970). The printed plans and panoramic views of Venice (1486–1797). Saggi e Memorie di Storia dell’Arte, 7, 7–46.

			

			

			
			Weeks 5–6. Part 2, Dr. Erasmo Castellani (3 lessons)

			
			Measuring and governing the lagoon: exploring the political economy of knowledge and technology. Focus on cartography: the lessons will include a visit to the Correr Museum and/or Querini Stampalia libraries to start working on early modern drawings and maps of Venice and its waters; students will conduct a small-groups workshop on selected maps of these collections.

			
			Readings

			Bondesan, A., & Furlanetto, P. (2012). Artificial fluvial diversions in the mainland of the Lagoon of Venice during the 16th and 17th centuries inferred by historical cartography analysis. Alpine and Mediterranean Quaternary, 25(2), 175–200.

			Omodeo, P. D., Trevisani, S., & Babu, S. (2020). Benedetto Castelli’s considerations on the Lagoon of Venice. Earth Sciences History, 39(2), 420–446. https://doi.org/10.17704/1944-6187-39.2.420

			

			

			
			Weeks 6–7. Mid-course summary and conclusions of library workshop, Prof. Pietro Daniel Omodeo (2 lessons)

			
			Weeks 7–8. Part 2, Dr. Meital Shai (3 lessons).

			
			Historical case studies of small-scale water management in the Venetian mainland, including drainage works, river maintenance, and irrigation systems. Lessons examine the conflicts that typically arose in these initiatives and the factors influencing decision-making among authorities, locals, and technical experts. Cartography and local practices will be used to illustrate the organization and governance of water in rural territories.

			
			Readings

			Ciriacono, S. (2006). Water and agricultural production in the Venetian Terra Firma in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In Building on water: Venice, Holland and the construction of the European landscape in early modern times (pp. 19–61). Berghahn Books.

			Cosgrove, D. (1992). Mapping new worlds: Culture and cartography in sixteenth-century Venice. Imago Mundi, 44, 65–89.

			Scuro, R. (2024). Water-power in pre-industrial Veneto: Management and transformation of hydraulic energy through the archives of the Venetian Magistrate of the Provveditori sopra i Beni Inculti. Journal of Energy History, 13(2), 1–16.

			

			

			
			Weeks 9–10. Part 3, Dr. Erasmo Castellani (3 lessons).

			
			Regulating the commons: governance of the waters and practical knowledges; considering the socio-ecological legacies of the Venetian Republic, expressed as traditional, often artisanal practices, and their criticalities: what is the role of intangible water heritage in current discourses of sustainable development?

			
			Readings

			Gentilcore, D. (2021). The cistern-system of early modern Venice: Technology, politics and culture in a hydraulic society. Water History, 13, 375–406.

			Rivoal, S. (2022). Enclosure within a closed sea? The fisheries of the early modern Republic of Venice in the eighteenth century. Journal for the History of Environment and Society, 6, 35–62.

			Sciama, L. (2003). A Venetian island: Environment, history and change in Burano. Berghahn Books.

			

			

			
			Weeks 10–11. Part 3, Dr. Meital Shai (3 lessons)

			
			A historical inquiry into the Veneto villas, focusing on the role of water within the estate and its surrounding environment. Lessons will examine how the villa’s physical infrastructure functioned as a control system for nearby agricultural landscapes and how hydraulic design and water-related features were integrated into architectural and artistic programs. Students will explore how technical knowledge, social priorities, and aesthetic ideals shaped water management, highlighting the symbolic and practical significance of water in early modern Venetian territories.

			
			Readings

			Ackerman, J. S. (1967). Palladio’s villas. Institute of Fine Arts, New York University; J. J. Augustin.

			Fischer, S. (2013). The allegorical landscape: Alvise Cornaro and his self-promotion by the landscape paintings in the Odeo Cornaro in Padua. Kunstgeschichte. Open Peer Reviewed Journal.

			Shai, M. (2025). Architecture and the Venetian waterscapes: The fresco decorations of the Veneto villas and the Anthropocene. In P. D. Omodeo & P. Consolandi (Eds.), The Anthropocene waterscapes of Venice (pp. 21–24). Edizioni Ca’ Foscari.

			

			

			
			Week 12. Conclusion, Prof. Pietro Daniel Omodeo (2 lessons).

			
			At the end of week 12, an excursion to a Veneto villa/province will take place.

			
			Readings

			Omodeo, P. D. (2025). The aquaformation of modern Venice: Powers of nature and water worlding. In E. Kaira & M. Jänkälä (Eds.), The Pavilion: Architecture of stewardship. Arvinius + Orfeus Publishing.
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			Course description

			Are we defined by our genes? For the past century, the quest to understand and control heredity has dominated science and society. From agricultural fields to political battlegrounds, genetics has shaped the modern world in profound and often controversial ways. This course explores the complex history of the gene, tracing its journey from an abstract concept to the blueprint of life itself. We will chronicle the major breakthroughs and conflicts that defined the “century of the gene,” paying close attention to the global and European contexts:

			
			


			
			_ Promise and Peril (Early 20th Century): We’ll explore the rediscovery of Mendel’s laws, which brought new crops and fruits, alongside the dark rise of the eugenics movement across Europe and North America, leading to forced sterilization and genocide.

			_ The Secret of Life (Mid-Century): We’ll cover the Cold War race to understand the effects of radiation on heredity and the monumental discovery of DNA’s structure by European-based scientists, which unlocked the genetic code.

			_ The Biotech Revolution (Late Century): We’ll examine the birth of a new era with “test-tube babies,” the patenting of living organisms, the rise of big pharma, and the launch of the international Human Genome Project.

			
			


			
			Debates over “nature” vs. “nurture”- what it is in our DNA, what is heritable but not in our DNA, and what has little to do with our heredity altogether - are questions with a long history. Genetics has played such a central role in the history of the twentieth century - from agricultural improvement to human eugenics, and from concerns over Cold War fall-out to the rise of industrial biotech and big pharma - that one prominent scholar has labeled the twentieth century “the century of the gene.” In this course we will explore not only the complex story of geneticists’ quest to understand and ultimately to control the hereditary substance and to reveal the “secret of life,” but also the larger social, political, economic, medical, and legal contexts and ramifications of such efforts. At the dawn of the century, the hereditary factors were unknown and unnamed, but the “rediscovery” of Mendel and new turns in experimental breeding brought new crops, new fruits, and new hopes for plants and people alike. By mid-century, thousands of people had been forcibly sterilized or killed in the name of eugenics, even as “genes” were identified, the structure of DNA determined, and the genetic code cracked. By century’s end, test-tube babies had been born, oil-eating bacteria had been created (and patented), and the human genome had been sequenced, even as ideas of informed consent, intellectual property, racialized and personalized medicine, and the proper relations of science and business - and science and society more generally - remained contested. And anything written in this last sentence about our current moment will doubtless be out of date by some other amazing complicated advance a few days later (such as the advent of “mirror life”). From farm field and laboratory bench to the industrial plant and the highest courts, the twentieth century (and maybe even the twenty-first!) is without a doubt, well understood as the century of the gene.

			The history of science is not just names, dates, and discoveries—the history of science is fundamentally about reasons, connections, causes, evidence, and explanations. Studying science in this way—from a historical perspective—will make us better placed to evaluate and critically appreciate the role of science in our modern world. In this class, we will be using both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources are documents that help bring the voices of the past to life. As you read these documents, read them with an attitude of charitable interpretation—they may often express ideas that are considerably foreign to us and our established ways of thinking, or may be expressed in a style unfamiliar to us. When approaching these texts, try to remember that these authors were among the most intelligent people of their generation and place. Try to believe that what they say about the nature of the world or our heredity as if that were really how it was—after all, they believed it was that way, and it is this changing history of beliefs that we are most interested in. Reading this way will help you avoid the twin dangers for a historian of presentism (using our contemporary categories or judgments to think about the past) and progressivism (assuming that everything has led onwards and upwards where we are today). When turning to the secondary sources—the varied interpretations that historians have made of the documents and artifacts these people have left behind—you will see how scholars try to relate the content of scientific knowledge to the social worlds in which our historical scientists lived their lives, and how even these historical efforts themselves have a history.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			This course traces the history of genetics, from early theories of heredity to the molecular revolution and the age of genomics. It is designed to introduce you to the history of genetics and the rise of eugenics, exploring their profound scientific, epistemic, social, ethical, and political impacts. We will explore the key experiments, conceptual breakthroughs, and technological innovations that established genetics as a core biological science to understand how scientific knowledge about inheritance has been generated, debated, and refined over time. We will also examine how scientific theories of heredity were constructed, debated, and applied in different historical contexts, from the 19th century to the present day. A central goal of this course is to develop your skills in historical research, critical analysis, and ethical reasoning.

			By the end of this semester, you will be able to:

			_ Describe the key scientific discoveries, historical events, and influential figures that shaped the history of genetics and eugenics, from Mendelian inheritance to the Human Genome Project and CRISPR.

			_ Distinguish between major theoretical frameworks and experimental traditions, such as classical, population, and molecular genetics, and challenge oversimplified “eureka” narratives of scientific progress by analyzing the complex, often non-linear path of research, including the controversies, dead ends, and collaborative efforts involved.

			_ Analyze foundational scientific papers and experimental data to understand how key genetic theories were developed, tested, and accepted by the scientific community.

			_ Situate the development of genetics within its broader historical and institutional contexts, including the influence of agricultural research, medical advancements, and events like the rise of the eugenics movement.

			_ Analyze how scientific ideas about heredity were used to justify social inequalities, discriminatory public policies, and human rights atrocities, particularly in the context of the eugenics movement.

			_ Evaluate a wide range of primary sources, including scientific reports, legal statutes, eugenic propaganda, and personal testimonies, to understand the diverse perspectives and lived experiences of the past.

			_ Identify an author’s argument and perspective within scholarly texts, situating their work within broader historiographical and ethical debates in the history of science, medicine, and technology.

			_ Construct a clear and compelling scholarly argument, supported by appropriate evidence, that critically engages with the complex relationship between science, society, and ethics.

			_ Challenge simplistic assumptions about genetic determinism, scientific objectivity, and progress, and articulate nuanced positions on contemporary debates surrounding genetic engineering and reproductive technologies.

			_ Synthesize course concepts to analyze how the legacy of eugenics continues to influence modern genetics, medicine, and social policy.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			You are permitted three absences over the course of the term, for any reason (no justification or documentation required). Our class is a live, in-person experience. If you miss a day, it is your responsibility to request notes from a classmate.

			The history of genetics is a story of intense focus - from Gregor Mendel meticulously tracking traits in his pea garden to the teams of scientists racing to decipher the structure of DNA. To grapple with this history and its complex ethical dimensions, we will adopt a protocol that honors this tradition of deep, singular attention. This policy is a core part of our pedagogical method, designed to cultivate the focus required to understand both the science and its societal impact.

			The Laboratory of the Mind. The great breakthroughs in genetics required creating environments free from distraction. In this course, we will secure our classroom as a similar space for dedicated inquiry. All personal electronic devices, including phones and laptops, must be silenced and put away for the duration of our class meetings. By removing the constant stream of digital notifications, we create a space for deep thinking and direct intellectual engagement with the material and with one another. This allows us to more fully immerse ourselves in the scientific and ethical problems of the past.

			The Practice of Inquiry. Understanding the history of science requires more than just accessing facts; it demands active listening, interpreting complex texts, and tracing the development of ideas through sustained conversation. Our analog-first approach is a deliberate practice in this art. We will rely on discussion, debate, and handwritten notes to build our collective understanding, much like a scientist would use a lab notebook to synthesize observations and formulate new questions. This method fosters the cognitive skills essential for analyzing a foundational scientific paper or navigating a complex bioethical debate.

			You may use a tablet for note-taking, but it must be kept flat on the table and its wireless capabilities disabled. Studies have shown that students who take notes by hand—summarizing and rephrasing as they write—demonstrate greater conceptual understanding and recall. This practice of synthesis is a foundational skill for any historian or scientist. Whatever method you choose, be sure to summarize the day’s key points afterward; it’s an invaluable study technique.

			For more on the pedagogical reasoning behind this approach, you might appreciate: Ezekiel Emanuel, “Here’s What Happened When I Made My College Students Put Away Their Phones,” New York Times, August 21, 2025

			The questions we will confront are profound, disturbing, and even, at times, existential. Your full engagement in the study of this important topic is requested. Be present, and come prepared. Think hard, and share what you are thinking with others. Grow outside of your first thoughts about a topic, and explore another way of thinking and understanding.

			You could be anywhere else during our class time. But if you’re taking this class, you will have made a commitment that this—whatever is going right here, right now, in class—is where your attention and energies are going to be. So let’s honor that commitment and be here together, without distractions, in this special place we call a classroom. You and your family have worked hard to bring you this opportunity; make the most of it.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			Course assignments include three papers, a variable number of reading summaries, a midterm, and a final exam. The grade you will receive in this course will be based on the quality of the work you perform and the understanding you demonstrate.

			
			


			
			_ 45% Papers (3 papers, each worth 15%).

			_ 20% Midterm.

			_ 25% Final Exam: 

			
			


			
			Papers. Over the course of the term, you will be assigned three papers in which you will conduct your own analysis, drawing on the assigned readings and lecture material (approximately 5-7 pages each). You will have approximately two to three weeks to complete each paper. You will have two weeks of “flex time” to use as you see fit, no excuse necessary, divided among the various paper deadlines. (This means you could turn in one paper two weeks late without penalty, or two papers one week late without penalty, or each paper four days late without penalty). Papers that are turned in late without any remaining flex time will be docked one step of a letter grade per day late (a paper that would have earned an A but was turned in three days late would, for example, receive a B). Further instructions and expectations for papers will be shared later during the term.

			Reading Summaries. There will also be occasional “quizzes,” which will consist of a one-paragraph summary and reflection on one of the day’s assigned readings (your choice). This is primarily intended as a study tool for your own edification. A quiz/summary must be written before class, and must be ready for immediate submission if requested. If you have done the assigned reading and prepared a summary, you will be fully prepared for the prospect of a “quiz.” There is a one-in-four chance of a “quiz” on any given day of lecture. As a reward for having read the syllabus carefully up to this point, you may use the phrase “San Servolo” as your answer on any one quiz this term. This will count for full credit on one day when you have forgotten your summary.

			Midterm and Final Examination. Midterm and final examinations will have questions drawn from the lectures, readings, and discussions.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Successful completion of this course will require that you attend class, actively engage with course material, and complete the assigned written work and exam. Reading assignments are listed here. Please note that the amount of reading for each class meeting may vary considerably; plan accordingly. This is a tentative outline of our class lectures and readings, and all elements are subject to change.

						
			Week 1. Mendel’s Bones and Mutant Babies: Why Study the History of Heredity?

			
			Readings

			Campos, L. A. (2022). Genetic engineering’s contested ethics: Good intentions at the intersection of principles, policy, and profit make for a bumpy road [Review of the book As gods: A moral history of the genetic age, by M. Cobb]. Science, 378(6620), 606–607.

			

			
			


			
			
			After Darwin: Inheritance, Heredity and Breeding Before Genetics or Mutants, Sports, & Freaks: Studying the Abnormal to Understand the Normal

			
			Readings

			Darwin, C. (1868). Provisional hypothesis of pangenesis. In The variation of animals and plants under domestication (Vol. 2, Chap. 27). John Murray.

			Keller, E. F. (2010). Nature and nurture as alternatives. In The mirage of a space between nature and nurture (pp. 15–30). Duke University Press.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). The gene: A concept in flux. In The gene: From genetics to postgenomics (pp. 1–10). University of Chicago Press.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). The legacy of the nineteenth century. In The gene: From genetics to postgenomics (pp. 11–22). University of Chicago Press.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Campos, L. A. (2019). The gene: From genetics to postgenomics [Review of the book The gene: From genetics to postgenomics, by H.-J. Rheinberger & S. Müller-Wille, trans. A. Bostanci]. HOPOS: The Journal of the International Society for the History of Philosophy of Science, 9(2), 344–347.

			

			

			
			Week 2. The Prince of Peas: Mendel, The Man, and the Myth

			
			Readings

			Brannigan, A. (1979). The reification of Mendel. Social Studies of Science, 9(4), 423–454.

			Cain, J. (2000, August 27). The prince of peas. The New York Times Book Review.

			Endersby, J. (2007). Hieracium auriculum: What Mendel did next. In A guinea pig’s history of biology (pp. 102–127). Harvard University Press.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). Mendel’s findings. In The gene: From genetics to postgenomics (pp. 22–33). University of Chicago Press.

			
			


			
			Additional Resource

			MendelWeb. (n.d.). MendelWeb. https://www.mendelweb.org

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Allen, G. E. (2000). The reception of Mendelism in the United States, 1900–1930. Comptes Rendus de l’Académie des Sciences - Series III - Sciences de la Vie (Life Sciences), 323, 1081–1088.

			Olby, R. (1997). Mendel, Mendelism and genetics.

			Paul, D. B., & Kimmelman, B. A. (1988). Mendel in America: Theory and practice, 1900–1919. In R. Rainger, K. R. Benson, & J. Maienschein (Eds.), The American development of biology (pp. 281–310). University of Pennsylvania Press.

			Radick, G. (2023). Who needs a science of heredity? In Disputed inheritance: The battle over Mendel and the future of biology (pp. 19–39). University of Chicago Press.

			
			


			
			Biotopias

			Burbank, L. (1907, May). The training of the human plant. The Century Magazine, 1–29, 81–86.

			Burbank, L. (1909, September). Another mode of species forming. Popular Science Monthly, 75, 264–266.

			Burbank, L. (1926). Why I am an infidel.

			Endersby, J. (2018). A visit to Biotopia: Genre, genetics and gardening in the early twentieth century. The British Journal for the History of Science, 51(3), 423–455.

			Smith, J. (2009). The training of the human plant. In The garden of invention: Luther Burbank and the business of breeding plants (pp. 188–195). Penguin Press.

			

			
			Week 3. From the Death of Darwinism to the Mutation Theory

			
			Readings

			de Vries, H. (1907). Evolution and mutation. The Monist, 17, 6–22.

			de Vries, H. (1915, July). Mutations in heredity. The Rice Institute Pamphlet, 1(4), 339–391.

			Stevens, H. (2020). Introduction; What is biotechnology?; The long history of biotechnology. In Biotechnology and society: An introduction (pp. 1–32). University of Chicago Press.

			Wells, H. G. (1895, January 19). The limits of individual plasticity. Saturday Review, 79, 89–90.

			

			
			


			
			
			The Dawn of Classical Genetics

			
			Readings

			Endersby, J. (2007). Drosophila melanogaster: Bananas, bottles and Bolsheviks. In A guinea pig’s history of biology (pp. 178–208). Harvard University Press.

			Kohler, R. E. (1994). Lords of the fly: Drosophila genetics and the experimental life. University of Chicago Press.

			Nutting, C. C. (1916, March 24). The advancing pendulum of biological thought. Science, 43(1108), 403–408.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). From crossing to mapping. In The gene: From genetics to postgenomics (pp. 34–46). University of Chicago Press.

			Schwartz, J. H. (2008). In pursuit of the gene: From Darwin to DNA. Harvard University Press.

			Seudo, A. P. (1912, April 19). Mr. Dooley on science: Being a protest against the violence of geneticists. Science, 35, 622–624.

			Watson, J. D. (2003). Beginnings of genetics: From Mendel to Hitler. In DNA: The secret of life (pp. 3–33). Alfred A. Knopf.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Paper 1 Assigned

			

			
			Week 4. Eugenics I: Positive Eugenics

			
			Readings

			Davenport, C. B. (1912). The trait book. Carnegie Institution of Washington.

			Galton, F. (1865). Hereditary talent and character. Macmillan’s Magazine, 12, 157–166, 318–327.

			Paul, D. B. (1995). What is eugenics? Why does it matter? In Controlling human heredity: 1865 to the present. Humanities Press.

			
			


			
			Additional Resource

			Eugenics Archive. (n.d.). Eugenics Archive. https://www.eugenicsarchive.org

			

			
			


			
			
			Eugenics II: Negative Eugenics

			
			Readings

			Allen, G. E. (1996). Science misapplied: The eugenics age revisited. Technology Review, 99(6), 22–31.

			Christianson, S. (2003, February 8). Bad seed or bad science? The New York Times.

			Gould, S. J. (1987). Carrie Buck’s daughter. In The flamingo’s smile: Reflections in natural history (pp. 335–355). W. W. Norton.

			
			


			
			Additional Resource

			Eugenics: Compulsory Sterilization in 50 American States. (n.d.). Eugenics: Compulsory Sterilization in 50 American States. https://www.uvm.edu/~lkaelber/eugenics/

			

			

			
			Week 5. Eugenics III: Future Eugenics

			
			Readings

			Haldane, J. B. S. (1963). Biological possibilities for the human species in the next ten thousand years. In The future of man (pp. 337–361). Harper & Row.

			Huxley, J. (1962). Eugenics in evolutionary perspective. The Eugenics Review, 54(3), 123–141.

			Muller, H. J. (1963). Possible advances of the next hundred years: A biologist’s view. In E. A. Carson (Ed.), Man’s future birthright: Essays on science and humanity (pp. 4–7). State University of New York Press.

			Muller, H. J. (1964). Means and aims in human genetic betterment. In T. M. Sonneborn (Ed.), The control of human heredity and evolution (pp. 100–122). University of Notre Dame Press.

			Muller, H. J. (1964). Perspectives for the life sciences. Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 20(1), 3–7.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Huxley, A. (1932). Brave new world. Chatto & Windus.

			Lederberg, J. (1966). Experimental genetics and human evolution. The American Naturalist, 100(915), 519–531.

			Turney, J. (1998). Time-bombing our descendants. In Frankenstein’s footsteps: Science, genetics and popular culture. Yale University Press.

			Vonnegut, K. (1961). Harrison Bergeron. The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, 21(4), 5–10.

			

			
			


			
			
			The Politics of Heredity

			
			Readings

			Dobzhansky, T., & Dunn, L. C. (1946). Heredity, race, and society. The New American Library.

			Open Letter. (2018, March 30). How not to talk about race and genetics. BuzzFeed.

			Reich, D. (2018, March 23). How genetics is changing our understanding of “race.” The New York Times.

			Reich, D. (2018, March 30). How to talk about “race” and genetics. The New York Times.

			Reich, D. (2019, January 21). Five corrections to The New York Times. The New York Times.

			UNESCO. (1950). The race question. UNESCO.

			UNESCO. (1951). Statement on the nature of race and race differences. UNESCO.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Paper 1 Due

			

			
			Week 6. The Modern Synthesis: From Eugenics to Medical Genetics

			
			Readings

			Campos, L. A. (2014). The science of human perfection [Review of the book The science of human perfection: How American medicine embraced eugenics from the turn of the century to the Cold War, by N. Comfort]. Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1093/jhmas/jrt059

			Comfort, N. (2012, August). Our future—Together and individually. Genotopia.

			Paul, D. B. (1995). From eugenics to human genetics. In Controlling human heredity: 1865 to the present. Humanities Press.

			Plutynski, A. (n.d.). The modern synthesis.

			

			
			


			
			
			Paper 2 Assigned

			The First Genetic Engineers: Mutation Breeding

			
			Readings

			Campos, L. A. (2016). Radium genetics; The gene irradiated. In Radium and the secret of life (pp. 265–280, 309–316, 351–354). University of Chicago Press.

			Curry, H. A. (2013). From garden biotech to garage biotech: Amateur experimental biology in historical perspective. The British Journal for the History of Science, 47(3), 539–565.

			Curry, H. A. (2016). Tinkering with chromosomes: Colchicine in the lab and garden; Evolution to order. In Evolution made to order: Plant breeding and technological innovation in twentieth-century America (pp. 78–92, 93–108). University of Chicago Press.

			Endersby, J. (2007). A guinea pig’s history of biology. Harvard University Press.

			

			

			
			Week 7. Communist Lysenkoism: Heredity, the Environment, and the Gulag

			
			Readings

			Dobzhansky, T. (1949). The suppression of a science. Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 5, 144–146.

			Dugatkin, L. A. (2021, April 21). The botanist who defied Stalin. Nautilus.

			Graham, L. R. (2016, April 29). Political science: What the reappraisal of Soviet Russia’s top agricultural mastermind says about Putin’s Russia. Foreign Affairs.

			Muller, H. J. (1948, December 4). The destruction of science in the USSR. The Saturday Review of Literature.

			

			
			


			
			
			The Double Helix

			
			Readings

			Cobb, M., & Comfort, N. (2023). What Watson and Crick really took from Franklin. Nature, 616, 657–660. https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-01213-2

			Fara, P. (2009). Heredity. In Science: A four thousand year history (pp. 316–323). Oxford University Press.

			Koerth-Baker, M. (2012, November 8). The turn of the screw: James Watson on The Double Helix and his changing view of Rosalind Franklin. Boing Boing.

			Olby, R. (2003). Quiet debut for The double helix. Nature, 421, 402–405.

			Watson, J. D. (1968). The double helix: A personal account of the discovery of the structure of DNA. Atheneum. You should read this at least once in your life, and esp. pp. 24–52, 83–115, 127–131. I recommend the Norton Critical Edition, which includes the critical reviews.

			

			

			
			Week 8. The Rise of Molecular Biology

			
			Readings

			Fleming, D. (1969). On living in a biological revolution. The Atlantic Monthly, 223(2), 64–70.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). Classical genetics stretches its limits. In The gene: From genetics to postgenomics (pp. 47–58). University of Chicago Press.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). Constructing and deconstructing the molecular gene. In The gene: From genetics to postgenomics (pp. 59–73). University of Chicago Press.

			Stent, G. S. (1968). That was the molecular biology that was. Science, 160(3826), 390–395.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Gonick, L., & Wheelis, M. (1991). The cartoon guide to genetics. HarperPerennial.

			Kay, L. E. (1993). Introduction; Social control. In The molecular vision of life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the rise of the new biology (pp. 3–57). Oxford University Press.

			

			
			


			
			
			Eugenics IV

			
			Readings

			Dobzhansky, T. (1967). Changing man. Science, 155(3761), 409–415.

			Ebling, F. J. (1971). Introduction. In The future of man (p. xiii). Royal Geographical Society.

			Hotchkiss, R. D. (1965). Portents for a genetic engineering. Journal of Heredity, 56(5), 197–202.

			Kass, L. R. (1971). The new biology: What price relieving man’s estate? Science, 174(4011), 779–788.

			Lederberg, J. (1963). A crisis in evolution. New Scientist, 21, 212–215.

			Paul, D. B. (1999). From reproductive responsibility to reproductive autonomy. In Mutating concepts, evolving disciplines: Genetics, medicine, and society (pp. 87–105).

			Sinsheimer, R. L. (1970). Genetic engineering: The modification of man. Impact of Science on Society, 20.

			Stevens, H. (2020). Owning part of you; Eugenics. In Biotechnology and society: An introduction (pp. 133–143, 159–173). University of Chicago Press.

			Watson, J. D. (1971, May). Moving toward the clonal man. The Atlantic Monthly, 227(5), 50–53.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Danielli, J. F. (1971). The artificial synthesis of new life in relation to social and industrial evolution. In The future of man. Royal Geographical Society.

			Glass, B., & Kass, L. R. (1971). What price the perfect baby? Science, 173(3992), 103–104.

			Hungate, R. E. (1972). A biologist views the future climate—Social, ethical and economic—for the life sciences. In J. A. Behnke (Ed.), Challenging biological problems: Directions toward their solution. Oxford University Press.

			Lederberg, J. (1956). Genetic transduction. American Scientist, 44(3).

			Watson, J. D. (n.d.). In defense of DNA.

			

			

			
			Week 9. Asilomar I: The Recombinant DNA Debate

			
			Readings

			Berg, P., Baltimore, D., Brenner, S., Roblin, R. O., & Singer, M. F. (1974). Potential biohazards of recombinant DNA molecules. Science, 185(4148), 303.

			Berg, P., Baltimore, D., Brenner, S., Roblin, R. O., & Singer, M. F. (1975). Summary statement of the Asilomar Conference on recombinant DNA molecules. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 72(6), 1981–1984.

			Bud, R. (1993). The wedding with genetics. In The uses of life: A history of biotechnology (pp. 163–188). Cambridge University Press.

			Campos, L. A. (n.d.). An Asilomar sourcebook. In The spirit of Asilomar and the future of biotechnology (pp. 23–37).

			Campos, L. A. (2021). Pandora’s pandemic. Science, 371(6534).

			Campos, L. A. (2023). The Asilomar Conference. In Reference module in life sciences. Elsevier.

			Campos, L. A. (2024, September 27). A little care before we leap. Science.

			Campos, L. A. (2025, January 31). Invoking Asilomar: The historic meeting’s legacy resists simple lessons. Science, 387, 480–481.

			Fredrickson, D. S. (1991). Asilomar and recombinant DNA: The end of the beginning. In K. E. Hanna (Ed.), Biomedical politics (pp. 258–298). National Academy Press.

			Genetic Engineering Group of Science for the People. (1975, February). Open letter to the Asilomar Conference on hazards of recombinant DNA. Science for the People.

			Rogers, M. (1975). The Pandora’s Box Congress. Rolling Stone, 189, 37–40, 42, 74, 77–78, 82.

			Science for the People. (1975). The Asilomar conference represented an important beginning in the analysis by scientists of the social consequences of their work. Science for the People.

			Singer, M. F., & Soll, D. (1973). Guidelines for DNA hybrid molecules. Science, 181(4105), 1114.

			Sinsheimer, R. L. (1975). Troubled dawn for genetic engineering. New Scientist, 68, 148–151.

			

			
			


			
			
			Paper 2 Due

			Asilomar II: The Recombinant DNA Debate, continued

			
			Readings

			Campos, L. A. (2021). Pandora’s pandemic. Science, 371(6534).

			Campos, L. A. (2023). The Asilomar Conference. In Reference module in life sciences. Elsevier.

			Reiser, S. J. (1993). The ethics movement in the biological sciences: A new voyage of discovery. In R. E. Bulger, E. Heitman, & S. J. Reiser (Eds.), The ethical dimensions of the biological sciences (pp. 1–15). Cambridge University Press.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). The toolkit of gene technology. In The gene: From genetics to postgenomics (pp. 74–86). University of Chicago Press.

			Zinder, N. D. (1977, December 20). The gene, the scientists and the law [Speech].

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Hurlbut, J. B. (2015). Remembering the future: Science, law, and the legacy of Asilomar. In S. Jasanoff & S.-H. Kim (Eds.), Dreamscapes of modernity: Sociotechnical imaginaries and the fabrication of power (pp. 126–151). University of Chicago Press.

			

			

			
			Week 10. Asilomar III: Town/Gown Gene Relations: The Mayor vs. the Scientists

			
			Readings

			Anker, P. (2023). Everett Mendelsohn: The Harvard professor. Journal of the History of Biology.

			Callahan, D. (1977). Recombinant DNA: Science and the public. Hastings Center Report, 7(2), 20–23.

			Chargaff, E. (1975, August/September). Profitable wonders: A few thoughts on nucleic acid research. The Sciences.

			Chargaff, E., & Simring, F. R. (1976). On the dangers of genetic meddling. Science, 192(4242), 938, 940.

			Doomsday: Tinkering with life. (1977, April 18). Time Magazine.

			Durant, J. (2016). “Refrain from using the alphabet”: How community outreach catalyzed the life sciences at MIT. In D. Kaiser (Ed.), Becoming MIT: Moments of decision (pp. 145–163). MIT Press.

			Gottlieb, C., & Jerome, R. (1976, June 8). Biohazards at Harvard. The Boston Phoenix.

			King, J. (n.d.). Lecture on recombinant DNA [Lecture].

			Krimsky, S. (1978). A citizen court in the recombinant DNA debate. Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 34(8), 37–43.

			Lipson, S. (2003). The Cambridge model: How public oversight of biotech is good for everyone—even business. GeneWatch, 16(5), 7–10.

			Mendelsohn, E. (1984). Frankenstein at Harvard. In E. Mendelsohn & I. B. Cohen (Eds.), Tradition and transformation in the life sciences (pp. 317–335). Cambridge University Press.

			Stevens, H. (2020). Inventing genetic engineering; The recombinant DNA debates. In Biotechnology and society: An introduction (pp. 35–62). University of Chicago Press.

			Vellucci, A. (1976). Cambridge City Hall hearings on recombinant DNA [Transcript].

			Wald, G. (1976, September/October). The case against genetic engineering. The Sciences.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Bennett, W., & Gurin, J. (1977, February). Science that frightens scientists: The great debate on DNA. The Atlantic Monthly, 43–62.

			Botelho, A. (2021). The insights of radical science in the CRISPR gene-editing era: A history of SftP and the Cambridge recombinant DNA controversy. Science as Culture, 30(1), 74–103.

			Bud, R. (1993). The wedding with genetics. In The uses of life: A history of biotechnology (pp. 163–188). Cambridge University Press.

			Feldman, M., & Lowe, N. (2008). Consensus from controversy: Cambridge’s biosafety ordinance and the anchoring of the biotech industry. European Planning Studies, 16(3), 395–410.

			Goodell, R. (1979). Public involvement in the DNA controversy: The case of Cambridge, Massachusetts. Science, Technology & Human Values, 36–43.

			Wright, S. (1986). Molecular biology or molecular politics? The production of consensus on the hazards of recombinant DNA technology. Social Studies of Science, 16(4), 593–622.

			Wright, S. (1986). Recombinant DNA technology and its social transformation, 1974–1982. Osiris, 2, 303–360.

			

			
			Week 11. Biotechnology and Big Business

			
			Readings

			Chargaff, E. (1963). A few remarks on nucleic acids, decoding and the rest of the world; Amphisbaena. In Essays on nucleic acids. Elsevier.

			Cobb, M. (2022). Business; Bio-riches. In As gods: A moral history of the genetic age. Basic Books.

			MIT Video Productions. (2019). From controversy to cure: Inside the Cambridge biotech boom [Video]. YouTube.

			Rodgers, J. (1981, January/February). Asilomar revisited: Science met society head on at Asilomar. Mosaic, 19.

			Stevens, H. (2020). Biotechnology and business. In Biotechnology and society: An introduction (pp. 65–78). University of Chicago Press.

			Watson, J. D. (2003). DNA, dollars, and drugs: Biotechnology. In DNA: The secret of life (pp. 112–133). Alfred A. Knopf.

			Watson, J. D. (2009). A passion for DNA: Genes, genomes, and society. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press.

			Yi, D. (2015). The recombinant university: Genetic engineering and the emergence of Stanford biotechnology. University of Chicago Press.

			
			


			
			Suggested Readings

			Newell-McGloughlin, M., & Re, E. (2006). The dawning of the age of biotechnology, 1970–1990. In The evolution of biotechnology: From Natufians and nanotechnology (pp. 45–91). Springer.

			

			
			


			
			
			The Human Genome Project

			
			Readings

			Lewontin, R. C., & Levins, R. (2007). The dream of the human genome. In Biology under the influence: Dialectical essays on ecology, agriculture, and health (pp. 235–265). Monthly Review Press.

			Preston, R. (2000, June 12). The genome warrior. The New Yorker, 66.

			Watson, J. D. (2009). Ethical implications of the Human Genome Project; The human genome revealed; Societal implications of the Human Genome Project. In A passion for DNA: Genes, genomes, and society (pp. 167–181, 239–244). Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press.

			

			

			
			Week 12. The Human Genome Diversity Project

			
			Readings

			Declaration of Indigenous Peoples of the Western Hemisphere regarding the Human Genome Diversity Project. (1995).

			Reardon, J. (2001). The Human Genome Diversity Project: A case study in coproduction. Social Studies of Science, 31(3), 357–388.

			Reardon, J. (2004). Race to the finish: Identity and governance in an age of genomics. Princeton University Press.

			Roberts, L. (2001, February 16). Controversial from the start. Science, 291, 1182–1188.

			Schwartz, O. (2020, March). Out of Africa: The legacy of colonialism threatens the future of genetic research. Harper’s Magazine.

			Stevens, H. (2020). The Human Genome Project; Biotechnology and race; Bioprospecting and biocolonialism. In Biotechnology and society: An introduction (pp. 174–191, 313–326). University of Chicago Press.

			

			
			


			
			
			Paper 3 Assigned

			Gene Therapy

			
			Readings

			Rogers, M. (1976, March 25). The double-edged helix. Rolling Stone.

			Sanghavi, D. (2006, December 5). Wanting babies like themselves, some parents choose genetic defects. The New York Times.

			Stolberg, S. G. (1999, November 28). The biotech death of Jesse Gelsinger. The New York Times.

			Watson, J. D. (2009). Good gene, bad gene: What is the right way to fight the tragedy of genetic disease? In A passion for DNA: Genes, genomes, and society (pp. 227–229). Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press.

			Winerip, M. (2008, May 11). Fighting for Jacob. The New York Times.

			Winerip, M. (2008, December 6). Taking a chance on a second child. The New York Times.

			Zhang, S. (2018, August 29). Hemophilia patients who don’t want to be cured. The Atlantic.

			

			

			
			Week 13. “So, I break the glass”: Lulu, Nana, & #CRISPRBabies

			
			Readings

			Cobb, M. (2022). Editing; #CRISPRBabies; Aftermath; Gods?; Perspective. In As gods: A moral history of the genetic age. Basic Books.

			Kirksey, E. (2020). The mutant project: Inside the global race to genetically modify humans. University of Chicago Press.

			Maxmen, A. (2015, August). The Genesis Engine. Wired. https://www.wired.com/2015/07/crispr-dna-editing-2/

			Urnov, F. (2022, December 9). CRISPR can cure disease by editing a person’s DNA. Now what? The New York Times.

			

			
			


			
			
			Paper 3 Due

			Mirror Life and Future Frontiers: Governing Synthetic Biology

			
			Readings

			Campos, L. A. (2026). For and against: The arc of the moral universe of synthetic biology. In The Cambridge history of technology. Cambridge University Press.

			National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. (2020). Safeguarding the bioeconomy: Summary report. National Academies Press.

			Paris Conference on Mirror Life Risks. (2025, June). Conference report on risks of mirror life.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Other sessions as desired to be selected from:

			Agriculture, Inc.

			GMO Controversies

			Genetic Medicine and Gene Therapy

			Gay Genes

			Genial Genes: Countering Genic Reductionism

			Icelandic Genes

			Native Genes

			Genetics and Informed Consent

			Personal Genomics

			Social Genomics

			Conservation Genetics: Gene Drives and De-Extinction

			Ancient DNA and Human Diversity: Promises and Pitfalls?

			Postgenomics

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Cobb, M. (2022). As gods: The quest for perfect humans. Basic Books.

			Huxley, A. (1932). Brave new world. Chatto & Windus.

			Rheinberger, H.-J., & Müller-Wille, S. (2017). The gene: From genetics to postgenomics. University of Chicago Press.

			Watson, J. D. (1968). The double helix: A personal account of the discovery of the structure of DNA. Atheneum. Available many places online (you should read this book at least once in your life).

			
			


			
			The primary platform for this class will be Canvas, which will contain other assigned readings and materials, including assignments. Readings are to be completed prior to the class they are assigned. Please note that the amount of reading for each class meeting may vary considerably; plan accordingly.
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			Course description

			We have bodies and are bodies at the same time. The body as the prerequisite and basis for human existence makes it a universal concern. During centuries, the foreign, exotic and possessed body functioned as a counter-image to the body of Western societies. In addition to the aesthetic value, the social significance of clothing and body adornment in the form of tattoos, scars, body paint or hairstyles aroused research interest. However, it was only in the last few decades that the manifestation and embodiment of social and cultural norms in Western societies became a focus of research.

			While the body was initially conceptionalized as a (passive) object of social inscription and mirror of social order by structural approaches, phenomenologically and praxeologically oriented perspectives have increasingly come to the fore that conceive the human body as the starting point and subject of culture.

			However, for a long time the biotic body was perceived as an undisputed given on which the body’s sociocultural analysis took place. In the meantime, the seemingly natural body is also understood as constructed. This shift in perspective was made possible by the ethnographical study of Western societies, the influence of Michel Foucault’s work, feminist and science-critical positions and a critical medical anthropology since the 1980s. The sociocultural aspects of the emergence and application of biomedical knowledge about (gendered) bodies in particular began to be analyzed; medical science was no longer regarded as exclusively objective, but rather as part of one specific epistemological model among others. Transsexual and intersexual bodies in particular provoke a reflection on biological essentialisms and dual categories that were previously taken for granted, like those of body and mind, nature and culture, subject and object, man and women or sex and gender.

			Moreover, fundamental changes in biomedical research and practice such as reproductive technologies, plastic surgery or organ transplantation provoke a change of body boundaries and raise new questions about human identity. Research in the context of new kinship studies and critical medical anthropology analyses these new realities; Donna Haraway’s conceptual creation of the cyborg or Orlan’s performative artistic interventions problematize boundaries in a radical way. By dealing with resistant, disciplined, intersexed, modified and commodified bodies in this seminar, we will explore their temporal and spatial as well as their scientific, sociopolitical and cultural boundedness. We will also analyze the complex relationships between conceptual dualisms that continue to influence natural and social sciences.

			In addition to a theoretical discussion, we will explore methodological questions inspired by the anthropology of the body, as the course participants will engage in a “research walk” in Venice. A visit of the in-house museum Museo del Manicomio, which traces the history of the former psychiatric hospital of San Servolo, will also be part of the course (co-curricular activity).

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Students in this course will:

			_ Learn about theories in the anthropology of the body.

			_ Get acquainted with approaches in medical anthropology and new kinship studies.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of contemporary approaches in the field by analyzing and contextualizing a variety of texts.

			_ Develop self-reflection and critical thinking through the engagement with feminist and science-critical approaches.

			_ Articulate convincing evidence-based reasoning in presentation, discussion in working groups and plenum and in the final written paper.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The seminar is based on weekly readings. Students have to prepare the reading for each session and bring the texts to the classroom (printed or in electronic version) for collaborative exercises and common discussion.

			The course is open to students from all disciplines and does not require preliminary knowledge about the topic. However, students are required to prepare one text per week. In addition to regular attendance and active participation (1), each student has to give an oral presentation of 15 minutes in class based on a text from the bibliography (2), has to write an essay of 3-5 pages connected to a “research walk” in Venice (3) and to write a final paper of 12-15 pages, including bibliographical references and notes (4). The topic of the paper is chosen in agreement with the professor.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 30% Attendance and active participation in class based on the weekly readings.

			_ 20% Oral presentation in class.

			_ 20% Essay.

			_ 30% Written paper.

			
			



			
			Syllabus

			Week 1. Introduction: What is the Body?

			
			Readings

			Lock, M. (1993). Cultivating the body: Anthropology and epistemologies of bodily practice. Annual Review of Anthropology, 22, 133–155.

			

			
			Week 2. Social Bodies

			
			Readings

			Douglas, M. (1970). The two bodies. In Natural symbols: Explorations in cosmology (pp. 65–81). Barrie & Rockliff, The Cresset Press.

			

			
			Week 3. Body Techniques

			
			Readings

			Mauss, M. (2009). Techniques of the body. In N. Schlanger (Ed.), Techniques, technology and civilisation (pp. 97–123). Berghahn Books. (Original work published 1934)

			

			
			Week 4. Lived Bodies and Embodiment

			
			Readings

			Merleau-Ponty, M. (2012). Phenomenology of perception (D. A. Landes, Trans.). Routledge. (Original work published 1945)

			

			
			Week 5. Walking in the City of Venice

			
			Readings

			de Certeau, M. (1980). Walking in the city. In The practice of everyday life (S. Rendall, Trans., pp. 91–110). University of California Press.

			

			
			Week 6. Hermaphrodite Bodies

			
			Readings

			Epstein, S. (1990). Either/or—Neither/both: Sexual ambiguity and the social construction of homosexuality. Sociological Quarterly, 31(1), 99–114.

			

			
			Week 7. Body Parts: Organ Transplantation

			
			Readings

			Ikels, C. (2013). The anthropology of organ transplantation. Annual Review of Anthropology, 42, 89–102.

			

			
			Week 8. Making Bodies: Assisted Reproduction

			
			Readings

			Inhorn, M. C., & Birenbaum-Carmeli, D. (2008). Assisted reproductive technologies and culture change. Annual Review of Anthropology, 37, 177–196.

			

			
			Week 9. Body Substances

			
			Readings

			Carsten, J. (2011). Substance and relationality: Blood in contexts. Annual Review of Anthropology, 40, 19–35.

			

			
			Week 10. Body Modifications: Cosmetic Surgery

			
			Readings

			Davis, K. (2003). Surgical passing: Or why Michael Jackson’s nose makes “us” uneasy. Feminist Theory, 4(1), 73–92.

			

			
			Week 11. Cyborgs: Beyond Dichotomies

			
			Readings

			Haraway, D. J. (1991). A cyborg manifesto: Science, technology, and socialist-feminism in the late twentieth century. In Simians, cyborgs, and women: The reinvention of nature (pp. 149–181). Routledge.

			

			
			Week 12. Concluding Discussion

			
			Readings

			Jackson, M. (2002). Familiar and foreign bodies: A phenomenological exploration of the human-technology interface. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 8(2), 333–346.

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography
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			Bourdieu, P. (2013). Outline of a theory of practice (R. Nice, Trans.). Cambridge University Press. (Original work published 1972)

			Braidotti, R. (1994). Nomadic subjects: Embodiment and sexual difference in contemporary feminist theory. Columbia University Press.

			Carsten, J. (2003). After kinship. Cambridge University Press.

			Carsten, J. (2011). Substance and relationality: Blood in contexts. Annual Review of Anthropology, 40, 19–35.

			Cevese, R. (2011). “Who knows if one day, in the future, they will get married…?” Considerations about breast milk, migration and milk banking in Italy. Unpublished manuscript.

			Clarke, J. (1999). The sacrificial body of Orlan. Body & Society, 5(2–3), 185–207.

			Clarke, M. (2007). The modernity of milk kinship. Social Anthropology, 15(3), 287–304.

			Clarke, M. (2011). Islam and new kinship: Reproductive technology and the Shariah in Lebanon. Berghahn Books.

			Collie, N. (2013). Walking in the city. Gender Forum, 42.

			Csordas, T. J. (1990). Embodiment as a paradigm for anthropology. Ethos, 18(1), 5–47.

			Csordas, T. J. (1999). The body’s career in anthropology. In H. L. Moore (Ed.), Anthropological theory today (pp. 172–205). Polity Press.

			Davis, K. (1993). Surgical passing. Feminist Theory, 4(1), 73–92.

			Davis, K. (1995). Reshaping the female body: The dilemma of cosmetic surgery. Routledge.

			de Certeau, M. (1984). The practice of everyday life (S. Rendall, Trans.). University of California Press. (Original work published 1980)

			De Ras, M., & Grace, V. (Eds.). (1997). Bodily boundaries, sexualised genders and medical discourses. Dunmore Press.

			Dejarlais, R., & Throop, J. C. (2011). Phenomenological approaches in anthropology. Annual Review of Anthropology, 40, 87–102.

			Dolezal, L. (2010). The (in)visible body: Feminism, phenomenology, and the case of cosmetic surgery. Hypatia, 25(2), 357–375.

			Douglas, M. (1996). Natural symbols: Explorations in cosmology. Routledge. (Original work published 1970)

			Douglas, M. (2001). Purity and danger: An analysis of concepts of pollution and taboo. Routledge. (Original work published 1966)

			Dreger, A. D. (1998). Hermaphrodites and the medical invention of sex. Harvard University Press.

			Dreger, A. D. (1999). Intersex in the age of ethics. University Publishing Group.

			Edmonds, A. (2007). “The poor have the right to be beautiful”: Cosmetic surgery in neoliberal Brazil. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 13(2), 363–381.

			Epstein, J. (1990). Either/or—neither/both: Sexual ambiguity and the ideology of gender. Genders, 7, 99–142.

			Epstein, J. (1995). Altered conditions: Disease, medicine and storytelling. Routledge.

			Featherstone, M. (Ed.). (2000). Body modification. Sage.

			Feldman, A. (1991). Formations of violence: The narrative of the body and political terror in Northern Ireland. University of Chicago Press.

			Foucault, M. (1989). Madness and civilization: A history of insanity in the age of reason (R. Howard, Trans.). Routledge. (Original work published 1961)

			Foucault, M. (2003). The birth of the clinic: An archaeology of medical perception (A. M. Sheridan Smith, Trans.). Routledge. (Original work published 1963)

			Franklin, S. (2013a). Biological relatives: IVF, stem cells, and the future of kinship. Duke University Press.

			Franklin, S. (2013b). From blood to genes? Rethinking consanguinity in the context of geneticization. In C. H. Johnson, B. Jussen, D. W. Sabean, & S. Teuscher (Eds.), Blood and kinship: Matter for metaphor from ancient Rome to the present (pp. 285–320). Berghahn Books.

			Fraser, M., & Greco, M. (Eds.). (2005). The body: A reader. Routledge.

			Grosz, E. (2017). Bodies-cities. In J. Price & M. Shildrick (Eds.), Feminist theory and the body: A reader (pp. 381–387). Routledge. (Original work published 1995)

			Haraway, D. J. (1991). A cyborg manifesto: Science, technology, and socialist-feminism in the late twentieth century. In Simians, cyborgs, and women: The reinvention of nature (pp. 149–181). Routledge.
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 			More-than-human Environments: Animals in Culture, Literature, and History – F2618

					
			



			Ina Linge

			University of Exeter

			

			
			


			
			Course description

			Our environment does not just belong to us, as humans. We share much of our lives with non-human animals: from the dogs or cats we live with, to the food we consume, and the pests we try to avoid, non-human life (and death) is always near. Literature enables us to imagine what life might look like from a non-human perspective. We urgently need this shift in perspective in order to find new solutions for contemporary challenges in the Anthropocene, from habitat to biodiversity loss.

			This course explores environmental humanities through a focus on human-animal studies. To structure our thinking, we will read Ceridwen Dovey’s magnificent collection of short stories, Only the Animals. Each of the ten stories focuses on one animal, each killed in a human conflict of the past century or so. There is the camel killed in colonial Australia and the blue mussel killed in Pearl Harbour; the cat who died in the trenches in World War I and the bear who starved to death during the siege of Sarajevo; the dog who lost his life on the Eastern Front in World War II and the parrot killed during the 2006 bombing of Beirut; the ape who died in Germany during World War I and the Russian tortoise lost in space during the Cold War; the elephant killed in the civil war in Mozambique and the dolphin who chose to die during the American invasion of Iraq in 2003. Each story provides a historical and cultural case study. The course will move across disciplines and pair each short story with relevant research scholarship to provide a comprehensive introduction to new thinking in human-animal studies. Through animals we investigate larger questions of care, intimacy, technology, health, land use and food systems. We also investigate how social questions (e.g., gender, class, race, nationhood and ability/disability) are addressed with regard to other-than-human worlds.

			The course will make animal studies directly relevant to the place in which we study: Venice. Together, we will visit the Valle Averto nature reserve (run by WWF Italia) near Campagna Lupia, on the edge of the Venetian lagoon. This beautiful lagoon “oasis” has been recognised by the State as a Nature Reserve and Wetland of International Importance. We will explore the nature reserve to observe some of its non-human inhabitants and their traces, from marine invertebrates and fish in the water, to wild ducks, wild geese, and my favourite (and much maligned) bird, the seagull. How will we think differently about animal studies and literature once we have encountered our fellow inhabitants of Venice? I look forward to discussing this with you!

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students will be able to:

			_ Understand how the opposition nature/culture structures much of human thought.

			_ Comprehend how non-human perspectives can disrupt a nature/culture binary and change how we understand culture, history and science.

			_ Experiment with this new perspective through trying out a more creative and experimental approach to writing.

			_ Get familiar with critical concepts from human-animal studies, environmental humanities, and science and technology studies.

			_ Apply critical concepts to a wide range of examples.

			_ Demonstrate independence of thought by applying critical concepts to examples beyond the course content.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Each session is based on preliminary reading. Students are asked to complete each reading in advance and bring a copy of the text to the classroom (electronic or printed version) to aid classroom discussion.

			The course will include a field trip and experimental learning activities.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			There is no required preliminary knowledge for this course, but please make sure that you complete the reading before each class.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 25% Class participation throughout the course and oral presentation in class.

			_ 25% Beginning in week 1, students will keep a course journal. The journal may include short summaries of the reading, reflections, notes on animal encounters in Venice, and creative or autobiographical writing. A draft of this will form the basis of the midterm evaluation.

			_ 50% Based on the course journal, students will produce a piece of creative writing as their final assessment alongside a commentary which outlines how their piece speaks to the course content and further reading. Students will present this coursework to the class during the exam week.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Each week we will focus on one of the short stories from Ceridwen Dovey’s collection Only the Animals. You might like to purchase your own copy of the book in advance.

			
			


			
			Week 1. “The Bones” – about a camel in colonial Australia

			Week 2. “Pigeons, A Pony, The Tomcat and I” – about a cat in the trenches in World War I

			Week 3. “Red Peter’s Little Lady” – about an ape in Germany during World War I

			Week 4. Fieldtrip to Valle Averto nature reserve

			Week 5. “Hundstage” – about a dog on the Eastern Front in World War II

			Week 6. “Somewhere Along The Line The Pearl Would Be Handed To Me” – about the blue mussel killed in Pearl Harbour

			
			


			
			Mid-term break

			
			


			
			Week 7. “Plautus. A Memoir Of My Years On Earth And Last Days In Space” – about a Russian tortoise lost in space during the Cold War

			Week 8. “I, The Elephant, Wrote This” – about an elephant in the civil war in Mozambique

			Week 9. “Telling Fairytales” – about a starving bear during the siege of Sarajevo

			Week 10. “A Letter To Sylvia Plath” – about a dolphin experiencing the American invasion of Iraq in 2003

			Week 11. “Psittacophile” – about a parrot during the 2006 bombing of Beirut

			Week 12 & exam week. Students submit their final coursework in week 12 and present their work during exam week.

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Each story will be paired with a selection of further reading. The following is a suggested list of further reading. Please note that individual sessions will be adapted based on student input and suggestions and the following is a provisional list only.

			
			


			
			Berger, J. (2009). Why look at animals? Penguin Books.

			Blanchette, A. (2020). Porkopolis: American animality, standardized life, and the factory farm. Duke University Press.

			Bourke, J. (2011). What it means to be human: Reflections from 1791 to the present. Virago.

			Castricano, J., & Corman, L. (Eds.). (2016). Animal subjects 2.0. Wilfrid Laurier University Press.

			Goodbody, A. (2016). Animal studies: Kafka’s animal stories. In H. Zapf (Ed.), Handbook of ecocriticism and cultural ecology (pp. 249–272). De Gruyter.

			Gruen, L. (2012). Navigating difference (again): Animal ethics and entangled empathy. In G. R. Smulewicz-Zucker (Ed.), Strangers to nature: Animal lives and human ethics (pp. 213–234). Lexington Books.

			Haraway, D. J. (2007). When species meet. University of Minnesota Press.

			Hayward, E. (2010). Fingeryeyes: Impressions of cup corals. Cultural Anthropology, 25(4), 577–599.

			O’Key, D. (2022). Creaturely forms in contemporary literature: Narrating the war against animals. Bloomsbury Academic.

			Saraiva, T. (2016). Fascist pigs: Technoscientific organisms and the history of fascism. MIT Press.

			Wolfe, C. (2009). What is posthumanism? University of Minnesota Press.

			

 	
 			
 			Monuments, Myths, and the Media: The Social Life of Memories – F2619

					
			



			Márcia Rego

			Duke University

			

			
			


			
			Course description

			What are the rituals you perform to commemorate your family’s or community’s history? What stories do these rituals tell about the past, and how are those stories passed down from one generation to the next?

			What are the historical events officially celebrated in your country? Who are the heroes honored in its school textbooks, national holidays, and public monuments? Who gets to decide?

			In this course, we will explore the interrelationship between history, collective memory and forgetting, examining the ways that historical narratives are shaped within different sociopolitical contexts. Engaging with anthropological concepts, we will look at case studies from across the globe that show how certain stories are prioritized over others, how and why they change, and how they become codified as monuments, insignias, rituals, and traditions.

			We will examine:

			
			


			
			_ how historical events are interpreted or reinterpreted to fit a political goal

			_ what different systems of power encourage us to remember, and what they hope we forget

			_ how displaced communities create collective memories and identities, honor their pasts, and cultivate a sense of belonging away from home

			_ how wars or other catastrophes are remembered by the different groups involved

			_ how history is commodified for public consumption (e.g. period fiction, tourist attractions, historical reenactments, etc.)

			
			


			
			In addition to examining “official” versions of history shaped by national governments, we will also look at the role of archives, museums, and popular media in mediating collective memories.

			How might films, novels, songs, comic books, and curated exhibits reinforce or challenge official histories or propose alternative ones?

			Students will be encouraged to draw on their own memories and histories as they engage with course concepts and each other throughout the semester. For their first group project, students will interview one other to collect oral histories of their families and ethnic, national, or religious communities. They will then use drawings, collages, or other visual media to tell their stories, through the creation of comic strips or graphic novels.

			In a second group project, students will research alternative representations of a chosen historical period or event: for example, how the history of a colonized country is described in pre- and post-independence literature; how World War II is depicted in a Hollywood film, a German textbook, or a Holocaust museum; or how Chinese nationalism was promoted during communism and post communism.

			As a class, we will visit local museums (Palazzo Ducale, Museo Storico Navale, Museo Ebraico de Venezia), research urban myths and popular culture about Venice, and look for ways in which memory is otherwise constructed and transmitted in the city’s day-to-day.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Identify the concepts and debates surrounding the relationship of history and memory. Understand collective memory and forgetting as shaped by dynamic, value-laden processes that are open to contestation. Practice basic interviewing skills for a classmate’s oral history and collaborate in creating a comic book-style version of their personal story. Apply theoretical concepts to case studies.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Course prioritizes active learning strategies that engage students in collaborative knowledge construction. Short readings on theory are complemented by structured discussions, group projects, field trips, and films. Students produce individual presentations on chosen readings, collect one another’s oral histories, and work collaboratively on a case study.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 25% Class discussions, workshops, field trips, film viewings.

			_ 10% Individual presentation.

			_ 20% Oral histories and comic book of family myths and rituals.

			_ 25% Group project: official and alternative memories of a chosen historical event/site/period.

			_ 20% Group study on Venetian history and memory-making.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Weeks 1–2. Approaches to memory and collective memory

			Weeks 3–4. Family and community histories

			Weeks 5–6. National remembrance (invented traditions, memorials, monuments)

			Weeks 7–8. Museums as sites of contested memory

			Weeks 9–10. History in fiction, photography, and popular media

			Weeks 11–12. Remembering Venice

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			This list may be adapted throughout the semester. Readings will be ~20-50 pages per week.

			
			


			
			Select Chapters or excerpts from:

			Abirached, Z. (2007). A game for Swallows: To die, to leave, to return [Graphic novel]. Graphic Universe.

			Anderson, B. (2006). Imagined communities: Reflections on the origin and spread of nationalism (Rev. ed.). Verso.

			Barthes, R. (1981). Camera lucida: Reflections on photography. Hill and Wang.

			Bennett, T. (1995). The birth of the museum: History, theory, politics. Routledge.

			Calabi, D. (2012). The Venetian Ghetto: History and space in a segregated city. Cambridge University Press.

			Chambers, L. R. (2004). Untimely interventions: AIDS writing, testimonial, and the rhetoric of haunting. University of Michigan Press.

			Connerton, P. (2008). Seven types of forgetting. Memory Studies, 1(1), 59–71.

			Halbwachs, M. (1992). On collective memory (L. A. Coser, Trans.). University of Chicago Press. (Original work published 1950)

			Hirsch, M. (1997). Family frames: Photography, narrative, and postmemory. Harvard University Press.

			Hobsbawm, E. (1983). Introduction: Inventing traditions. In E. Hobsbawm & T. Ranger (Eds.), The invention of tradition (pp. 1–14). Cambridge University Press.

			Humfrey, P. (n.d.). Historical anthropology of early modern Italy.

			Humphry, P. (n.d.). The myth of Venice: History and legend of a city-state.

			Knowles, R. (2015). Performing intercultural memory in the diasporic present: The case of Toronto. In Performance, embodiment and cultural memory.

			Loewen, J. W. (2007). Lies my teacher told me: Everything your American history textbook got wrong. The New Press.

			Muir, E. (1981). Civic ritual in Renaissance Venice. Princeton University Press.

			Nora, P. (1989). Between memory and history: Les lieux de mémoire. Representations, 26, 7–24.

			Portelli, A. (1991). What makes oral history different. In The death of Luigi Trastulli and other stories: Form and meaning in oral history (pp. 45–58). State University of New York Press.

			Rosand, D. (2001). Myths of Venice: The figuration of a state. University of North Carolina Press.

			Rosenstone, R. A. (2006). History on film/film on history. Pearson.

			Ruskin, J. (2001). The stones of Venice. Da Capo Press. (Original work published 1851–1853)

			Satrapi, M. (2003). Persepolis: The story of a childhood [Graphic novel]. Pantheon Books.

			Savage, K. (1999). Standing soldiers, kneeling slaves: Race, war, and monument in nineteenth-century America. Princeton University Press.

			Settis, S. (2016). If Venice dies. Seagull Books.

			Shopes, L. (n.d.). Using oral history to understand community history.

			Smithsonian Institution Archives. (n.d.). How do oral history. https://siarchives.si.edu/history/how-do-oral-history

			Sontag, S. (2003). Regarding the pain of others. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			Toso, A. (n.d.). Venetian legends and ghost stories.

			Young, J. E. (1992). The counter-monument: Memory against itself in Germany today. Critical Inquiry, 18(2), 267–296.

			Young, J. E. (1993). The texture of memory: Holocaust memorials and meaning. Yale University Press.
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			Guy Beiner

			Boston College

			

			
			


			
			Course description

			This course undertakes a multi-faceted examination of cultural manifestations of nationalism in Europe, considering also comparisons with other areas, over the long-nineteenth century and into the twentieth century. We will look at literature, folklore, music and songs, art, food, dance, sport, gender, film, history-writing and commemoration in multiple historical contexts in order to critically understand the construction, performance and representation of national identities and how they have been reconstructed and remembered over time.

			
			


			
			Assessments

			_ 25% Bibliographical assignment.

			_ 15% Class Presentations.

			_ 40% Final Assignment.

			_ 20% Attendance and Participation - showing knowledge of bibliography.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Week 1. What is a Nation?

			
			Readings

			Renan, E. (1990). What is a nation? (M. Thorn, Trans.). In H. K. Bhabha (Ed.), Nation and narration (pp. 8–22). Routledge.

			

			
			Week 2. What is nationalism?

			
			Readings

			Anderson, B. (2006). Imagined communities: Reflections on the origin and spread of nationalism (Rev. ed.). Verso. (Original work published 1983)

			Gellner, E. (2006). Nations and nationalism (2nd ed.). Blackwell Publishing. (Original work published 1983)

			Hobsbawm, E. J. (1992). Nations and nationalism since 1780: Programme, myth, reality (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press. (Original work published 1990)

			Hroch, M. (1985). Social preconditions of national revival in Europe (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press.

			Smith, A. D. (2000). The nation in history: Historiographical debates about ethnicity and nationalism. University Press of New England.

			

			
			Week 3. What is cultural nationalism?

			
			Readings

			Hutchinson, J. (2013). Cultural nationalism. In J. Breuilly (Ed.), The Oxford handbook of the history of nationalism (pp. 75–94). Oxford University Press.

			Kramer, L. S. (2011). Nationalism in Europe & America: Politics, cultures, and identities since 1775. University of North Carolina Press.

			Leerssen, J. (2006). Nationalism and the cultivation of culture. Nations and Nationalism, 12(4), 559–578.

			

			
			Week 4. Historical contexts: from the Age of Revolutions to the Great War

			
			Readings

			Leerssen, J. (2006). National thought in Europe: A cultural history. Amsterdam University Press.

			

			
			Week 5. Cultural background: Romanticism and Nationalism

			
			Readings

			Nipperdey, T. (1983). In search of identity: Romantic nationalism, its intellectual, political and social background. In J. C. Eade (Ed.), Romantic nationalism in Europe (pp. 1–15). Australian National University Press.

			Smith, A. D. (2004). Romanticism and nationalism. In A. D. Smith (Ed.), The antiquity of nations (pp. 236–258). Cambridge University Press.

			

			
			Week 6. The Spring of Nations

			
			Readings

			Clark, C. (2019). The 1848 revolutions [Video]. London Review of Books. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=782P0YcOOOQ

			Clark, C. (2019, March 7). Why should we think about the revolutions of 1848 now? London Review of Books, 41(5). https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v41/n05/christopher-clark/why-should-we-think-about-the-revolutions-of-1848-now

			

			
			Week 7. Verbal Nationalism: Telling, Writing and Singing

			
			Readings

			Aberbach, D. (2003). The poetry of nationalism. Nations and Nationalism, 9(2), 255–275. https://doi.org/10.1111/1469-8219.00102

			Abrahams, R. D. (1993). Phantoms of romantic nationalism in folkloristics. Journal of American Folklore, 106(419), 3–37.

			Leerssen, J. (2012). Oral epic: The nation finds a voice. In T. Baycroft & D. M. Hopkin (Eds.), Folklore and nationalism in Europe during the long nineteenth century (pp. 11–26). Brill.

			Vick, B. (2006). Language and nation: National identity and the civic-ethnic typology. In T. Baycroft & M. Hewitson (Eds.), What is a nation? Europe 1789–1914 (pp. 155–170). Oxford University Press.

			

			
			Week 8. Non-verbal Nationalism: Art and Music

			
			Readings

			Curtis, B. (2008). Nationalism and music. In G. H. Herb & D. H. Kaplan (Eds.), Nations and nationalism: A global historical overview (Vol. 1, pp. 72–84). ABC-CLIO.

			Leerssen, J. (2014). Romanticism, music, nationalism. Nations and Nationalism, 20(4), 606–627.

			Leoussi, A. S. (2004). The ethno-cultural roots of national-art. In M. Guibernau & J. Hutchinson (Eds.), History and destiny: Ethnosymbolism and its critics (pp. 143–159). Blackwell Publishing.

			

			
			Week 9. Embodied Nationalism: Clothing, Dance, Food and Sports

			
			Readings

			Allison, L. (2000). Sport and nationalism. In J. Coakley & E. Dunning (Eds.), Handbook of sports studies (pp. 344–355). SAGE Publications.

			Ichijo, A., & Ranta, R. (2016). Food, national identity and nationalism: From everyday to global politics. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Maxwell, A. (2014). Patriots against fashion: Clothing and nationalism in Europe’s age of revolutions. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Merkel, U. (2003). The politics of physical culture and German nationalism. German Politics & Society, 21(2), 69–96.

			Wilson, T. M. (2006). Consumption and the construction of local, national and cosmopolitan culture. In T. M. Wilson (Ed.), Food, drink and identity in Europe (pp. 11–29). Amsterdam University Press.

			

			
			Week 10. Gendered Nationalism

			
			Readings

			Heuer, J. (2008). Gender and nationalism. In G. H. Herb & D. H. Kaplan (Eds.), Nations and nationalism: A global historical overview (Vol. 1, pp. 43–58). ABC-CLIO.

			Mayer, T. (2000). Gender ironies of nationalism: Setting the stage. In T. Mayer (Ed.), Gender ironies of nationalism: Sexing the nation (pp. 1–22). Routledge.

			Nagel, J. (1998). Masculinity and nationalism: Gender and sexuality in the making of nations. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 21(2), 242–269. https://doi.org/10.1080/014198798330104

			Wenk, S. (2000). Gendered representations of the nation’s past and future. In I. Blom, K. Hagemann, & C. Hall (Eds.), Gendered nations: Nationalisms and gender order in the long nineteenth century (pp. 63–77). Berg.

			

			
			Week 11. Nationalism on Film

			
			Readings

			Smith, A. D. (2000). Images of the nation: Cinema, art and national identity. In M. Hjort & S. MacKenzie (Eds.), Cinema and nation (pp. 41–53). Routledge.

			Williams, A. (2002). Introduction. In A. Williams (Ed.), Film and nationalism (pp. 1–22). Rutgers University Press.

			

			
			Week 12. Nationalism in Everyday Life

			
			Readings

			Billig, M. (1995). Banal nationalism. SAGE Publications.

			Hearn, J. (2007). National identity: Banal, personal and embedded. Nations and Nationalism, 13(4), 657–674.

			Palmer, C. (1998). From theory to practice: Experiencing the nation in everyday life. Journal of Material Culture, 3(2), 175–199. https://doi.org/10.1177/135918359800300202

			

			
			Week 13. National Culture between Multiculturalism and Transnationalism

			
			Readings

			Chatterjee, P. (1993). Whose imagined community? In The nation and its fragments: Colonial and postcolonial histories (pp. 3–13). Princeton University Press.

			Conversi, D. (2020). The future of nationalism in a transnational world. In The Wiley Blackwell companion to race, ethnicity, and nationalism (pp. 43–59). Wiley-Blackwell.

			Hall, S. (1993). Culture, community, nation. In D. Boswell & J. Evans (Eds.), Representing the nation: Histories, heritage and museums (pp. 33–44). Routledge. (Original work published in Cultural Studies, 1(1), 349–363)

			Storm, E. (2022). The transnational construction of national identities: A classification of national pavilions at world fairs. In J. T. Leerssen & E. Storm (Eds.), World fairs and the global moulding of national identities: International exhibitions as cultural platforms, 1851–1958 (pp. 53–83). Brill.

			

			
			Week 14. Remembering and Forgetting the Nation

			
			Readings

			Berger, S. (2009). On the role of myths and history in the construction of national identity in modern Europe. European History Quarterly, 39(3), 490–502.

			Confino, A. (2006). Germany as a culture of remembrance: Promises and limits of writing history. University of North Carolina Press.

			Hobsbawm, E. (1983). Mass-producing traditions: Europe, 1870–1914. In E. Hobsbawm & T. Ranger (Eds.), The invention of tradition (pp. 263–307). Cambridge University Press.

			Olwig, K. R. (2008). Landscape, monuments, and national identity. In G. H. Herb & D. H. Kaplan (Eds.), Nations and nationalism: A global historical overview (Vol. 1, pp. 59–71). ABC-CLIO.
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			Course description

			Images and ideas about Africa have an age-long history and are powerful until today. The consequences of the transatlantic slave trade, of racism, colonialism and capitalism continue to shape the present structural asymmetries and lifeworlds of people in Africa, the Caribbean and the diaspora. This seminar goes beyond narratives and Western-centered research about Africa that has, during centuries, contributed to “the invention of Africa” (Mudimbe 1988). Rather, this seminar focuses on African thinkers and their perspectives on the history, presence and possible futures of the African continent and beyond. Post- and decolonial, feminist and activist approaches challenge familiar images and mindsets and opt for new perspectives in order to do justice to the manifold realities and to emancipate from existing dependencies.

			Contemporary scholars from Africa, the Caribbean and the diaspora build on the anticolonial works of thinkers such as Aimé Césaire, Frantz Fanon and others. These intellectual precursors have influenced fresh perspectives, such as Afro-feminism(s) that propose theories and discourses that are linked to the diversity of African realities; Afropolitanism, a conceptual space that emphasizes ordinary citizens’ experiences in Africa on the one hand, and, on the other hand, reconceptualizes the African diaspora’s relationship with the African continent; Afrotopia, which deals with philosophies and notions of communal value and economy in Africa as a basis for self-reinvention; racial capitalocene, an analysis that brings together race, capitalism, imperialism and gender; decolonial ecology, which shows how the exploitation and destruction of the environment is intimately linked to colonial and postcolonial forms of domination. Decolonial feminist perspectives in particular allow an intersectional analysis of the mostly hidden connections between race and gender in systematic oppression, both during the time of colonialism and for the present and propose counter-hegemonic narratives towards transformative justice for future generations. Thereby, they mobilize forms of knowledge generated by racialized women.

			These various approaches critically reflect on and challenge persisting concepts and Western centered worldviews. In doing so, they propose new paths both in theoretical and practical terms as most of the authors to be discussed are not exclusively scholars, but also activists, politicians, mothers etc.

			The fact that many African scholars live in the diaspora shows that the ongoing global inequalities also become manifest in the generation of knowledge and the academic system. At the same time, new technologies enable alternative spaces for sharing knowledge and for entering into dialogue with one another: the Ateliers de la Pensée, for example, founded in 2016 by Achille Mbembe and Felwine Sarr, provide a hybrid forum for scholars, artists and practitioners for current debates about Africa and beyond; formats such as the online-conference Unruly Thoughts (2022) connect feminists from Africa and the diasporas.

			In addition to the theoretical input, a joint visit to La Biennale di Venezia is planned (co-curricular activity). This visit can inspire the research question of the final paper related to decolonial perspectives in the artistic contributions for the Biennale 2026, curated by Koyo Kouoh.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Students in this course will:

			_ Learn about the transatlantic slave trade, colonialism and racism and the entanglements between them.

			_ Get acquainted with decolonial approaches through the perspectives from scholars from Africa and the diasporas.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of contemporary approaches in the field by analyzing and contextualizing a variety of texts.

			_ Develop self-reflection and critical thinking through the engagement with the respective authors.

			_ Articulate convincing evidence-based reasoning in presentation, discussion in working groups and plenum and in the final written paper.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The course is open to students from all disciplines and does not require preliminary knowledge about the topic. However, students are required to prepare one text per week. In addition to regular attendance and active participation (1), each student has to give an oral presentation of 15 minutes in class based on a text from the bibliography (2), has to write an essay of 3-5 pages (3) and to write a final paper of 12-15 pages, including bibliographical references and notes (4). The topic of the paper is chosen in agreement with the professor.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 30% Attendance and active participation in class based on the weekly readings.

			_ 20% Oral presentation in class.

			_ 20% Essay.

			_ 30% Written paper.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1. Introduction: On Africa

			
			Readings

			Soyinka, W. (2012). Of Africa. Yale University Press.

			

			
			Week 2. Decolonising the mind

			
			Readings

			wa Thiong’o, N. (1986). Decolonising the mind: The politics of language in African literature. James Currey.

			

			
			Week 3. On decolonization: Achille Mbembe

			
			Readings

			Mbembe, A. (2021). Out of the dark night: Essays on decolonization. Columbia University Press. (Original work published 2019)

			

			
			Week 4. Decolonizing knowledge and praxis: Akosua Adomako Ampofo

			
			Readings

			Ampofo, A. A. (2019). Mε san aba: The Africa we want and an African-centered approach to knowledge production. In M. S. Schulz (Ed.), Global sociology and the struggles for a better world (pp. 58–73). SAGE.

			

			
			Week 5. Decolonization and Afro-Feminism: Sylvia Tamale

			
			Readings

			Tamale, S. (2020). Decolonization and Afro-feminism. Daraja Press.

			

			
			Week 6. Decolonial Feminism: Françoise Vergès

			
			Readings

			Vergès, F. (2022). A decolonial feminism. Pluto Press.

			

			
			Week 7. Resolutely Black: Aimé Cesaire with Françoise Vergès

			
			Readings

			Césaire, A. (2020). Resolutely Black: Conversations with Françoise Vergès. Polity. (Original work published 2005)

			

			
			Week 8. Afrotopia: Felwine Sarr

			
			Readings

			Sarr, F. (2019). Afrotopia. University of Minnesota Press.

			

			
			Week 9. Afropean: Johny Pitts

			
			Readings

			Pitts, J. (2019). Afropean: Notes from Black Europe. Penguin.

			

			
			Week 10. On Autobiography and the Atlantic Triangle: Maboula Soumahoro

			
			Readings

			Soumahoro, M. (2022). Black is the journey, Africana the name. Polity. (Original work published 2020)

			

			
			Week 11. Decolonial Ecology from the Caribbean: Malcom Ferdinand

			
			Readings

			Ferdinand, M. (2022). Decolonial ecology: Thinking from the Caribbean world. Polity. (Original work published 2019)

			

			
			Week 12. Concluding Discussion
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			Course description

			In 1918-1919, the deadliest pandemic in history – a virulent influenza virus commonly referred to as ‘Spanish Flu’ – spread across the globe and left unparalleled havoc in the wake of the First World War. The course examines how, despite the enormity of the catastrophe, for most of the twentieth century its devastation was subject to cultural, social and historiographical neglect, uncovering its overlooked ramifications and legacies from the time of the events up to the popular rediscovery of public interest in consequence of the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic a century later.

			
			


			
			Assessments

			_ 10% Assignment 1: Iconic Photographs.

			_ 15% Assignment 2: Literary Representation.

			_ 15% Assignment 3: Eye-Witness Recollections.

			_ 40% Final Assignment: Memory/Forgetting.

			_ 20% Attendance and Participation – showing knowledge of bibliography.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1. Introduction: The History of Pandemics and ‘Spanish’ Influenza

			
			Readings

			Kolata, G. (1999). Flu: The story of the great influenza pandemic of 1918 and the search for the virus that caused it. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

			McMillen, C. W. (2016). Pandemics: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.

			Phillips, H. (2017). Influenza pandemic. In 1914–1918-online: International encyclopedia of the First World War. https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/influenza_pandemic

			Zinsser, H. (1935). Rats, lice and history. Little, Brown and Company.

			

			
			Week 2. Virology and Epidemiology

			
			Readings

			Greenwood, M. (1920). A general discussion of the epidemiology of influenza. In Ministry of Health (UK), Reports on public health and medical subjects, No. 4: Report on the pandemic of influenza, 1918–19. HMSO. (Original work published 1919)

			Johnson, N. P. A. S., & Mueller, J. (2002). Updating the accounts: Global mortality of the 1918–1920 “Spanish” influenza pandemic. Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 76(1), 105–115.

			McMillen, C. W. (2016). Pandemics: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.

			

			
			Week 3. War and Peace: The Great Flu and the Great War

			
			Readings

			Byerly, C. R. (2005). Fever of war: The influenza epidemic in the U.S. Army during World War I. New York University Press.

			Crosby, A. W., Jr. (2003). America’s forgotten pandemic: The influenza of 1918 (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press.

			Humphries, M. O. (2014). Paths of infection: The First World War and the origins of the 1918 influenza pandemic. War in History, 21(1), 55–81.

			Phillips, H. (2014). “No Great War, no great flu. No great flu, no German defeat”?: Reflections on epic epidemic relationships. In H. Bley & A. Kremers (Eds.), The world during the First World War (pp. 303–314). Klartext Verlag.

			

			
			Week 4. Visual Cultural Memory: art, film, photography

			Assignment 1: Iconic Photographs

			
			Taylor, A. (2018, April 10). Photos of the 1918 flu pandemic. The Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2018/04/photos-the-1918-flu-pandemic/557663/

			
			


			
			Readings

			Eichler, J. (2020, May 10). Searching for art from the Spanish flu. Boston Globe, N1.

			Knox, A. (2020, May 12). The Spanish influenza transformed everyday life, but artists struggled to visualize its impact. Art in America. https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/features/spanish-influenza-pandemic-art-history-1202686702/

			Lobel, M. (2020, April 21). Close contact. Artforum. https://www.artforum.com/slant/michael-lobel-on-art-and-the-1918-flu-pandemic-82772

			Navarro, J. A. (2010). Influenza in 1918: An epidemic in images. Public Health Reports, 125(Suppl. 3), 9–14.

			

			
			Week 5. Musical Cultural Memory: song

			
			Readings

			Bristow, N. K. (2022). The practices of social forgetting: Rewriting, obscuring and silencing the 1918 influenza epidemic in the United States. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 333–345). Oxford University Press.

			Moyle, R. M. (1988). Traditional Samoan music. Auckland University Press.

			Phillips, H. (2018). In a time of plague: Memories of the ‘Spanish’ flu epidemic of 1918 in South Africa. Jacana Media.

			Robin, W. (2020, May 6). The 1918 pandemic’s impact on music? Surprisingly little. The New York Times.

			

			
			Week 6. Literary Cultural Memory: literature

			Assignment 2: Literary Representation

			
			Porter, K. A. (1939). Pale horse, pale rider. Harcourt, Brace and Company.

			
			


			
			Readings

			Belling, C. (2014). Remembering and reconstructing: Fictions of the 1918–19 influenza pandemic. In M.-I. Porras-Gallo & R. A. Davis (Eds.), The Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918–1919: Perspectives from the Iberian Peninsula and the Americas (pp. 248–264). University of Rochester Press.

			Bristow, N. K. (2012). American pandemic: The lost worlds of the 1918 influenza epidemic. Oxford University Press.

			Clifford, P. (2017, November). Why did so few novels tackle the 1918 pandemic? Smithsonian Magazine. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/flu-novels-great-pandemic-180965205/

			Emecheta, B. (1977). The slave girl: A novel. George Braziller.

			Woolf, V. (1947). On being ill. In The moment, and other essays (pp. 14–24). Hogarth Press.

			

			
			Week 7. Historiography

			
			Readings

			Beiner, G. (2006). Out in the cold and back: New-found interest in the Great Flu. Cultural and Social History, 3(4), 496–505.

			Honigsbaum, M. (2018, September 4). Why historians ignored the Spanish flu. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/why-historians-ignored-the-spanish-flu-101950

			Phillips, H. (2014). The recent wave of ‘Spanish’ flu historiography. Social History of Medicine, 27(4), 789–808.

			

			
			Week 8. Personal Testimonies

			Assignment 3: Eye-Witness Recollections

			
			Readings

			Alabama Department of Archives & History. (n.d.). 1918 pandemic influenza survivors share their stories. https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/pandemicflu/1918-influenza-survivor-stories.html

			Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (n.d.). Pandemic influenza storybook. https://www.cdc.gov/publications/panflu/index.html

			Collier, R. (1974). The plague of the Spanish lady: The influenza pandemic of 1918–1919. Macmillan.

			Phillips, H. (2018). In a time of plague: Memories of the ‘Spanish’ flu epidemic of 1918 in South Africa. Jacana Media.

			Rice, G. (2018). That terrible time: Eye-witness accounts of the 1918 influenza pandemic in New Zealand. Canterbury University Press.

			

			
			Week 9. Varieties of Local, National and Global Remembering/Forgetting: Case Studies

			
			Readings

			Beiner, G. (2022). The great flu between remembering and forgetting. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 1–48). Oxford University Press.

			Bertolli Filho, C. (2022). “Above all else there was fear”: Memories of the “Spanish” flu in São Paulo, Brazil. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 92–106). Oxford University Press.

			Phillips, H. (2022). The silence of the survivors: Why did survivors of the “Spanish” flu in South Africa not talk about the epidemic? In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 80–91). Oxford University Press.

			Rice, G. (2022). “The fell plague of last year”: Remembering and forgetting the 1918 influenza pandemic in New Zealand. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 169–186). Oxford University Press.

			

			
			Week 10. Rediscovery

			
			Readings

			Beiner, G. (2022). Rediscovering the Great Flu between pre-forgetting and post-forgetting. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 346–376). Oxford University Press.

			Honigsbaum, M. (2018). Spanish influenza redux: Revisiting the mother of all pandemics. The Lancet, 391(10139), 2492–2495.

			Kettle, M. (2018, May 25). A century on, why are we forgetting the deaths of 100 million? The Guardian.

			Krause, R. M. (2006). The swine flu episode and the fog of epidemics. Emerging Infectious Diseases, 12(1), 40–43. https://doi.org/10.3201/eid1201.051107

			Mawdsley, H. (2018, May 28). World remembers Spanish flu deaths [Letter]. The Guardian.

			

			
			Week 11. From Centennial Commemoration to Covid-19

			
			Readings

			Erll, A. (2020). Memory worlds in times of Corona. Memory Studies, 13(5), 861–874.

			Hershberger, S. (2020). The pandemic we forgot. Scientific American, 325(5), 66–69.

			Hobbins, P. (2022). “The pneumonic influenza is just part of my life”: Fostering community histories of the “Spanish” influenza pandemic in Australia. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 199–214). Oxford University Press.

			Milne, I. (2022). Changing narratives of “that” pandemic: Re-engaging with oral histories for the centenary of the Great Flu in Ireland. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 107–119). Oxford University Press.

			The Covid Files 6: Spanish flu redux. (2020, June 10). Going Viral [Audio podcast]. https://directory.libsyn.com/episode/index/show/goingviralthepod/id/14775332

			

			
			Week 12. Conclusion

			Final Assignment

			
			Readings

			Beiner, G. (2022). Rediscovering the Great Flu between pre-forgetting and post-forgetting. In G. Beiner (Ed.), Pandemic re-awakenings: The forgotten and unforgotten ‘Spanish’ flu of 1918–1919 (pp. 346–376). Oxford University Press.
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			Course description

			“The media have substituted themselves for the older world. Even if we should wish to recover that older world we can do it only by an intensive study of the ways in which the media have swallowed it.” – Marshall McLuhan

			
			


			
			Photography does not have a single history, but multiple and sometimes competing histories. This course offers a selective historical and thematic survey of photography from pre-photographic image-making to the present. It is organized around three interconnected dimensions of the medium: photography as a technology, as a form of documentation, and as an art.

			The course will examine the emergence of photography as a technology for recording and organizing the visible world; its evolving relationship to painting, print culture, cinema, and other art forms; and its connections to fields of knowledge including medicine, anthropology, history, and the natural sciences. We will also consider photography’s role in colonialism and postcolonial critique, the development of mass culture, and systems of surveillance and social control. Students will encounter photographic images in a range of contexts, including art, advertising, journalism, propaganda, private albums, and scientific documentation.

			Throughout the course, particular attention will be given to photography’s relationship to history and memory. Photographs are frequently treated as evidence of what has happened, yet they do not simply preserve the past. They select, frame, circulate, and sometimes obscure it. We will examine how photographs participate in the construction of historical knowledge and personal and collective memory, as well as how photographic archives can produce absences and silences. Through class discussions of major texts in the study of photography, we will also consider the distinctive qualities of the photographic image and questions concerning the nature of “photographic truth.”

			Venice will serve as an important field site for the course. Through planned visits to local collections and exhibitions, students will examine photographic materials firsthand. Although the digital revolution has encouraged us to think of photographs as immaterial images, students will develop an understanding of historical photographs as image-objects with distinctive formats, surfaces, inscriptions, uses, and visual qualities. We will also explore investigate the ways in which photography has represented and shaped the city of Venice itself.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students should be able to:

			_ Demonstrate a historically grounded understanding of major developments, practitioners, and issues in the history of photography.

			_ Comprehend the technical processes behind different types of photography.

			_ Explain how photography has contributed to the production of historical knowledge and to the formation of personal, cultural, and collective memory.

			_ Evaluate photography’s claims to truth and evidence in contexts including science, journalism, propaganda, advertising, art, and private life.

			_ Locate, examine, and assess photographic sources available in archives, libraries, museums, exhibitions, and other local repositories.

			_ Communicate visual and historical arguments effectively and collaborate with students from different disciplinary and cultural backgrounds.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The course will be taught through a combination of lectures, seminar discussions, close visual analysis, guided reading of primary and secondary texts, practical exercises, student-led activities, and site visits. The course will encourage students to bring different disciplinary methods and cultural experiences into conversation. Collaborative activities will emphasize the productive comparison of perspectives and experiences.

			Venice itself will function as a site of photographic research. Visits to local collections and exhibitions will allow students to examine photographic objects and institutional practices firsthand. The urban environment will also provide material for considering how photography represents places, constructs historical narratives, and contributes to cultural memory.

			
			


			
			Required preliminary knowledge

			The history of photography is inherently interdisciplinary. Emerging from the modern sciences during a period of rapid technological change, photography has profoundly influenced how people record, understand, and encounter the world. No previous training in the history of technology or visual studies is required. Students should have a general interest in historical and contemporary visual culture and a willingness to read closely, examine images attentively, and think critically about the uses and consequences of photographs in different cultural and disciplinary contexts.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 15% Class Engagement and Discussion Facilitation.

			_ 15% Close Analysis of a Photograph.

			_ 20% Worksheets.

			_ 25% Group Research Project and Presentation.

			_ 25% Examination.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Week 1. Introduction

			_ What is a Photograph? What might be the history of photography?

			_ Camera Obscura: The Origins of Photography

			
			


			
			Week 2. The First Photographers and Photographs

			_ Daguerre and the Daguerreotype

			_ Talbot and the Calotype

			
			


			
			Week 3. The Photograph as Document

			_ Explorers, Travelers, Tourists, Colonists, Missionaries

			_ Photography and the Recording of History

			
			


			
			Week 4. Focus on the Body

			_ Portraiture and the Human Countenance

			_ Anthropometry, Ethnography and Medical Photography

			
			


			
			Week 5. Photography and Science

			_ Recording the Invisible (Astronomy, Micrography, the X-Ray)

			_ Instant Impressions, Motion, and Colour

			
			


			
			Week 6. “New Media” and Consumer Photography

			_ Virtual Reality in the 19th Century: The Stereoscope

			_ “You Press the Button, We do the Rest”: Kodak & the Snapshot

			
			


			
			Week 7. Photography and Society (1)

			_ Representing the City

			_ The “Other Half”: Photography and Social Reform

			
			


			
			Week 8. Photography and Society (2)

			_ Mugshots and Passports: Technologies of Modern Social Control

			_ Photography as State Propaganda

			
			


			
			Week 9. Photography in Print

			_ The Illustrated Press, Photojournalism, Photobooks

			_ Photography/War

			
			


			
			Week 10. Photography and Art (1)

			_ Photography and/as Art

			_ The New Vision: From Pictorialism to Modernism

			
			


			
			Week 11. Photography and Art (2)

			_ Dada, Surrealism, Constructivism: Photomontage & Photograms

			_ “The Family of Man”; Photography and Postmodernism

			
			


			
			Week 12. Conclusion

			_ Digital Imaging: Photography as a Historical Technology?

			_ Course Synthesis and Examination Review
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				Giorgio Andrian
Università degli Studi di Padova
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			Geographer by higher education and traveller by passion, Giorgio Andrian had an international higher education, starting from a Fulbright scholarship at the University of California (USA), to continue into research (co-tutoring Ph. D) in Germany (at the University of Freiburg). Later on, during his international civil servant mandate at UNESCO, he obtained the International Certificate on Advanced Studies in Environmental Diplomacy at the University of Geneva. He served UNESCO (at the Venice Office and at the World Heritage Centre in Paris), dealing with the World Heritage Convention, the MaB Program and the Convention of Intangible Cultural Heritage. More recently, he initiated an international consultancy activity based on the issues of cultural and natural heritage management and he has coached the processes of UNESCO candidacies in various sectors (World Heritage, Intangible Cultural Heritage and Creative Cities) in different countries. Affiliated to the University of Padova, he does regularly lecture at the graduate level in various countries (University of Bethlehem, University of Freiburg, and University of Belgrade) on the topics of cultural and natural heritage, cultural diplomacy, international relationships and European Integration.

			


			
				Guy Beiner
Boston College
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			Guy Beiner is the Sullivan Chair of Irish Studies at Boston College, where he is the director of the university’s world-renowned interdisciplinary Irish Studies program and teaches courses on general historical topics in the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He was previously a professor of modern history at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and has held research fellowships at Trinity College Dublin, University of Notre Dame, Central European University, and the University of Oxford. He specializes in the historical study of remembering and forgetting. Other interests include oral history, folklore, public history and heritage, historiography, terrorism, nationalism, the fin de siècle, and the ‘Spanish’ Influenza pandemic. His books on history, memory and forgetting in Ireland have won multiple international awards.

			


			
				Elena Bonel
Università degli Studi di Padova


			
			PhD in Business Administration, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. Master’s degree in International Economics and Finance, Venice International University. Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. She worked as a consultant at The Boston Consulting Group until 2003. Since 2004, she has pursued an academic career, first at the University of Venice, then at the University of Trento, and since 2009 at the University of Padua. Her research focuses on cultural production and cultural tourism, as well as on the cognitive aspects of decision-making in business and socio-institutional contexts.

			


			
				Massimo Brunzin
Venice International University
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			Laurea in Foreign Languages and Literature (Ca’ Foscari), doctorate in Francophone Literature (Bologna). Specialized in Language Teaching with Advanced Technology (Ca’ Foscari). Member of the management staff and instructor in Italian for foreigners at the Istituto Venezia, Italian Language School in Venice and Trieste. Was Teaching Assistant in Francophone Literature at Ca’ Foscari, with special interest in Black Africa. Author of several articles on African Francophone Literature. Coordinator of the Italian as a Foreign Language courses at VIU since Fall 2001.

			


			
				Luis A. Campos
Rice University
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			Luis A. Campos is a historian of science whose scholarship brings together archival discoveries with contemporary fieldwork at the intersection of biology and society. AB (Harvard) in Biology, MPhil (Cambridge) in History and Philosophy of Science, PhD (Harvard) in History of Science. He has written widely on the history of biology and is the author of Radium and the Secret of Life (2015), and co-editor of Making Mutations: Objects, Practices, Contexts (2010) and Nature Remade: Engineering Life, Envisioning Worlds (2021). He holds the Baker College Chair for the History of Science, Technology, and Innovation at Rice University. He has previously served as Regents’ Lecturer and Associate Professor at the University of New Mexico, and as the Baruch S. Blumberg/NASA Chair of Astrobiology at the Library of Congress in Washington D.C. He has been a fellow at the Max-Planck-Institut für Wissenschaftsgeschichte (Berlin), the Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton), Columbia University (New York City), and Akademie Schloss Solitude (Stuttgart). He has also served as Secretary of the History of Science Society, “the world’s largest society dedicated to understanding science, technology, and medicine, and their interactions with society in their historical context.” He teaches courses in the history of science, atomic history, environmental history, queer history, and space history.

			


			
				Erasmo Castellani
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
				[image: Erasmo Castellani’s portrait]


			Erasmo Castellani is a historian of the early modern Mediterranean, with research interests spanning the political and institutional history of the Republic of Venice, environmental history, and the relationships between institutions, territory, and water. His research pays particular attention to documentary production and archival practices as forms of governance and as ways of producing, organizing, and transmitting political and territorial knowledge. His work draws extensively on archival sources, particularly those of the Venetian Republic, and combines political and institutional history with environmental and cultural approaches. He is currently a research fellow at NICHE – Centre for Environmental Humanities at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, where he works on the historical and cross-cultural dimensions of Venetian waterscapes and contributes to the UNESCO Chair on Water Heritage and Sustainable Development.

			


			
				Alessandra Fornetti
Venice International University
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			Alessandra Fornetti is Executive Director of the TEN Program on Sustainability at the Venice International University (VIU), Italy. With a humanities background, she has been working for almost two decades in the field of sustainable development, promoting international projects on capacity building, communication and dissemination with experiences in China, East Europe and Central Asia. In her role as Executive Director, she promotes the dialogue among the different stakeholders to support the creation of knowledge networks bridging research, policy makers, entrepreneurs and the wide public. As Coordinator of H2020 project QUEST – Quality and Effectiveness in Science and Technology Communication she has been leading an interdisciplinary group of scholars and professionals investigating and supporting quality science communication in different media, such as journalism, social media and museums for scientists and communicators. She is currently involved in a number of projects and initiatives on science communication and, more widely, on the communication of research results in a variety of field including Artificial Intelligence, Cultural Heritage and Climate change.

			


			
				Kristin Kastner
Ludwig Maximilians Universität
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			MA studies of Social and Cultural Anthropology, History of Medicine and Classical Archeology at LMU Munich with a thesis on hermaphroditism. Ph.D. in Social and Cultural Anthropology with a thesis on migration and the body (BIGSAS, University of Bayreuth). Habilitation in Social and Cultural Anthropology (University of Munich) with a thesis on fashion in Senegal and the diaspora. Research interests: mobility and migration, fashion and styling, textiles, body and body manipulation, construction of sex and gender, diaspora and decolonial perspectives. Regional areas of interest: Mediterranean with a special focus on Spain and Morocco, West Africa with a special focus on Senegal and Nigeria. Author of numerous publications on migration and fashion.

			


			
				Ina Linge
University of Exeter
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			Ina Linge (she/her) is Associate Professor of German, Gender and Sexuality Studies at the University of Exeter, with a Ph.D. in German from the University of Cambridge (2016). She is passionate about interdisciplinary research and teaching, with interests in German studies, gender and sexuality studies, the history of science, environmental humanities, and medical humanities. Publications include Queer Livability: German Sexual Sciences and Life Writing (Michigan UP, 2023), and the co-edited volume Weimar’s Queer Visual Cultures (Toronto UP, 2026). She is project lead for “Queer Natures: Animals, Environment and Modern Sexual Knowledge Production” (2024-27). Ina has lived in Germany, the UK and Japan and looks forward to joining VIU students for Italian language classes.

			


			
				Ilda Mannino
Venice International University
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			Ilda Mannino is the Scientific Coordinator of the Intensive Graduate Activities and of the TEN Program on Sustainability of the Venice International University. With a background in Environmental Science, her current research interests focus on Sustainable Development and Science Communication. She has a long experience in research and education projects on these themes. Among these, she is currently involved in the COALESCE Project, to develop the EU Competence Centre on Science communication and its Academy. She has taught and developed several training programs and classes. Since 2009 she has been offering the course on Globalization, Environment and Sustainable development within the VIU Globalisation Program.

			


			
				Cosimo Monteleone
Università degli Studi di Padova
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			Cosimo Monteleone is Associate Professor in Representation of Architecture and Descriptive Geometry at the University of Padua (IT). He is currently working on history of drawing and, in particular, in Renaissance perspective. He is a member of the international researches Visualizing Venice and Digital Bomarzo, indeed, his interest focuses also in new technologies – digital survey, 3D modeling, multimedia outputs and Augmented Reality – for displaying historical transformations of architecture, city and landscape. He is member of the National Technical Commettee UNI – UNI / CT 047 / GL 03 (Technical drawing for building and installation). He directed several digital and multimedia projects linked to historical and scientific exhibitions. His several scientific essays focus on analysis and representation of architecture and art, and the application of science in art. He is also the author of three books titled: Frank Lloyd Wright. Geometria e astrazione nel Guggenheim Museum (Rome: Aracne 2013); La prospettiva di Daniele Barbaro. Note critiche e trascrizione del manoscritto It. IV, 39=5446 (Rome: Aracne 2020); Daniele Barbaro’s Perspective of 1568 (Cham: Springer 2021).

			


			
				Haruko Noguchi
Waseda University
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			Effective September 21, 2026, Haruko Noguchi serves as Vice President of Waseda University. She is also Professor of Health Economics in the Faculty of Political Science and Economics and Director of the Waseda Institute of Social and Human Capital Studies (WISH). She received her Ph.D. in Economics from the Graduate Center of the City University of New York (CUNY). Her research focuses on health economics, applied microeconometrics, and public policy, with particular interests in healthcare systems, population aging, long-term care, social security, and the evaluation of health and social policies. She currently serves as Chair of the Long-term Care Insurance Subcommittee and Vice Chair of the Health Insurance Subcommittee of Japan’s Social Security Council, contributing to the development of national health and social security policies.

			


			
				Pietro Daniel Omodeo
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
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			Pietro Daniel Omodeo is associate professor of philosophy of science at Ca’ Foscari University Venice, Italy, and the director of the UNESCO Chair in Water Heritage and Sustainable Development at the NICHE Centre for Environmental Humanities. He received his PhD from the University of Turin, Italy in 2008 with a thesis on the history of early-modern science and philosophy and then worked as a post-doctoral fellow and researcher at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science Berlin for several years (2010-2017). He is affiliated to the Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology in Jena and is head of the Max Planck Partner Group The Water City (Berlin–Jena–Venice). He regularly teaches classes on historical epistemology, political epistemology and environmental humanities at the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage of Ca’ Foscari University Venice.
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Venice International University
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			B.Sc. (Econ.) in History and Government (LSE), Laurea in History (Ca’ Foscari), Ph.D. in Italian Studies (Reading). Vice Dean, Director of the Globalization Program at VIU, where he has taught every semester since the beginning of academic activities in 1997. Coordinator of the One Theme Project of the BA in Global Governance, Tor Vergata University, Rome. Was Professor of Modern and Contemporary History at San Raffaele University, Milan. Has taught Urban and Contemporary History at Iuav and Contemporary History at Ca’ Foscari. Was recognized Adjunct Associate Professor of European Studies at Duke (2011-2016). Published mostly on Venetian 19th-21st Century Cultural and Social History, on the Methodology of Local and Urban History and of History of the Present. Research areas include Teaching in Multicultural and Multidisciplinary contexts, Cinema and History, Italian Society, Diaries and Historiography, Venice in the 21st Century.

			


			
				Márcia Rego
Duke University
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			Márcia Rego is a cultural anthropologist who teaches anthropology- themed, writing-intensive courses at Duke University. Her work focuses on language, nationalism, ethnographic writing, and anthropology of the body. She has conducted fieldwork in Cabo Verde, Brazil, and New England, and has taught courses on ethnography, intercultural communication, human rights, medical anthropology, and anthropology of the body. Her publications on Cabo Verde include The Dialogic Nation of Cape Verde: Slavery, Language, and Ideology (Lexington Books), “Cape Verdean Tongues: Speaking of Nation at Home and Abroad” (in Transnational Archipelago, Amsterdam University Press) and “History of Cabo Verde” (Oxford Encyclopedia of African History). Her textbook Bodies in Culture: Introduction to Culture Anthropology (SAGE) is scheduled for publication in January of 2028. She holds a professional degree in Clinical Psychology (Universidade de Brasilia, Brazil), a Master’s in Anthropology (Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil) and a Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology (University of California, San Diego). She is currently Associate Professor and Director for Faculty Development and Assessment in the Thomspon Writing Program, Duke University.

			


			
				Meital Shai
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
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			Meital Shai obtained her BA and MA in Art History at Tel Aviv University, and received her PhD in Theories and History of the Arts from the joint doctorate school of the Ca’ Foscari and IUAV Universities of Venice, in collaboration with VIU and SSAV (School for Advanced Studies in Venice Foundation). She currently holds a research position at Ca’ Foscari University, the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage, within the project FARE “EarlyGeoPraxis” – Positioned Cosmology in Early Modernity: The Geo-Praxis of Water-and Land Management in Venice, in collaboration with the project CAPIENS – Cosmopolitan Academics, Pluralist Institutions, and the emergence of the New Sciences. Shai is an art and architecture historian specializing in intersections of art and natural philosophy in the Veneto Region in the Early Modern period, with particular interest in the history of astronomy and hydraulic engineering. Her present research investigates the hydraulic history of the Meolo River situated in the provinces of Venice and Treviso as a means for uncovering elements of the social and cultural landscape of Anthropocene Veneto in the sixteenth century.

			


			
				Jörg Stolz
Université de Lausanne
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			Jörg Stolz is professor of sociology of religion at the University of Lausanne. He combines a theoretical interest with both quantitative and qualitative empirical research. Theoretically, he works on a general theory of social games. Substantively, he has conducted research on the explanation of secularization and religious revival worldwide, comparative research on congregations in different religions, islamophobia, and secular and atheist beliefs. His work has appeared in journals such as Nature Communications, Sociological Science, the European Sociological Review, or the British Journal of Sociology. He is the first author of (Un)Believing in Modern Society. Religion, Spirituality, and Religious-Secular Competition (Routledge).

			


			
				Erika Wolf
European University at Saint Petersburg
				[image: Erika Wolf’s portrait]


			Erika Wolf is a visual historian whose research and teaching focus on Russian and Soviet visual culture, the history and theory of photography, modernism, propaganda, critical theory for museum and cultural heritage studies, and the transnational circulation of images. She received a BA in Sociology from Princeton University and she is currently on the faculty of the School of Arts and Cultural Heritage at the European University at Saint Petersburg. She previously served as Professor and Dean of Faculty at the School of Advanced Studies at the University of Tyumen (Siberia) and taught for many years in the Department of History and Art History at the University of Otago in Aotearoa New Zealand. Wolf has contributed to exhibition projects at international institutions including the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid and the Art Institute of Chicago, and works closely with the Ne boltai! Collection of twentieth-century political graphics.

			

 	
 			Office Hours & Contacts


 			Corridor 2: Ground floor, next to Globalization Program main office

			MacLab: 1st floor, Library Area N.B. Your VIUcard is required to access

			Corridor 7: Ground floor, next to the stairs to the library and MacLab

			Corridor 6: 1st floor, before the classrooms (9A/9B/9C/9D)

			Corridor 5: 1st floor, access from the stairs halfway in the corridor leading from the main entrance to the cafeteria

	
			



			Giorgio Andrian

			giorgio.andrian@unipd.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Guy Beiner

			guy.beiner@bc.edu

			Office: 7-Q

			+39 041 2719 531

			Tuesday and Thursday

			1–2 pm


			



			Elena Bonel

			elena.bonel@unipd.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Massimo Brunzin

			brunzin@istitutovenezia.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Everyday

			10.30–11 am


			



			Luis A. Campos

			lc@rice.edu

			Office: 7-P

			+39 041 2719 575

			Monday and Wednesday

			1.30–2.30 pm


			



			Erasmo Castellani

			erasmo.castellani@unive.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			By appointment


			



			Carola Drago

			caroladrago.cd@gmail.com

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Everyday

			10.30–11 am


			



			Kristin Kastner

			kristin.kastner@ethnologie.lmu.de

			Office: 7-S

			+39 041 2719 521

			Tuesday

			10.30 am–12.30 pm


			



			Ina Linge

			K.Linge@exeter.ac.uk

			Office: 7-U

			+39 041 2719 533

			Tuesday and Thursday

			3–4 pm


			



			Cosimo Monteleone

			cosimo.monteleone@unipd.it

			Office: 7-E

			+39 041 2719 520

			By appointment


			



			Haruko Noguchi

			h.noguchi@waseda.jp

			+39 041 2719 573

			By appointment


			



			Pietro Daniel Omodeo

			pietrodaniel.omodeo@unive.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			By appointment


			



			Luca Pes

			luca.pes@univiu.org

			Office: 2-B

			+39 041 2719 535

			By appointment


			



			Márcia Rego

			mrego@duke.edu

			Office: 7-T

			+39 041 2719 534

			Tuesday and Thursday

			2.30–3.30 pm


			



			Meital Shai

			meital.shaiguseo@unive.it

			Office: 7-F

			+39 041 2719 546

			By appointment


			



			Jörg Stolz

			joerg.stolz@unil.ch

			Office: 7-R

			Tuesday

			3–5 pm


			



			Laura Ventruto

			lauraventruto@yahoo.it

			Office: 6-G

			+39 041 2719 576

			Everyday

			10.30–11 am


			



			Erika Wolf

			e.wolf@eu.spb.ru

			Office: 6-I

			+39 041 2719 574

			By appointment

 	
 			Weekly Schedule

 			1st Semester of AY 2026–27 (Fall 2026)


 			
			Quick links


			
			
					Monday
					Tuesday
					Wednesday
			

			
					Thursday
					Friday
					Holidays
			

			

			

			
			


			
			
			
			

			Monday



			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)


			



			F2610
 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development, Campos


			



			F2607
 Comparing East and West. Totalitarian Art in Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and the Soviet Union, Wolf

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2601
 History of Venice, Pes


			



			F2612
 Religions as Brands. The Marketization of Religions as Cultural Goods, Stolz


			



			F2609
 Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. The Role of Arts on Health and Well-being, Noguchi (course held mostly online)


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			F2611
 Management of Sustainable Tourism for Cultural Heritage, Bonel & Andrian

			
			



			F2623
 History of Photography: Document, Technology, Art, Wolf


			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			F2602
 Italian Contemporary History in Films, Pes

			
			



			F2608
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization. Secularization and Value Change: a Global Perspective, Stolz


			



			F2616
 The Century of the Gene: The History of Genetics and Eugenics, Campos

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			Tea2B
Informal academic conversations, tea and biscuits at Prof. Pes' office on Mondays

			
			






			
			
			Tuesday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2605
 Intercultural Communication: Translating the Culture Shock. Towards Intercultural Understanding, Rego

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2613
 Science Communication and Sustainability, Mannino & Fornetti

			
			



			F2620
 Cultural Nationalism in Europe and Beyond, Beiner


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner level), Brunzin (coordinator)


			



			F2618
 More-than-human Environments: Animals in Culture, Literature, and History, Linge

			
			



			F2621
 New Perspectives on Old Concepts. Voices from Africa and the Diaspora, Kastner


			



			F2619
 Monuments, Myths, and the Media: The Social Life of Memories, Rego

			
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			F2604
 Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice, Monteleone

			
			



			F2622
 The Great Flu: Remembering, Forgetting and Rediscovering a Global Pandemic, Beiner


			



			F2614
 Water Heritage and Sustainable Development. Intangible Cultural Landscapes and Practices, Omodeo, Shai & Castellani

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			F2606
 Gender Studies: Gender, Science and the Arts, Linge

			
			



			F2617
 The Human Body, Science and Society. Anthropological Perspectives, Kastner

			
			




	

			

			Wednesday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)


			



			F2610
 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development, Campos


			



			F2607
 Comparing East and West. Totalitarian Art in Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, and the Soviet Union, Wolf

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2601
 History of Venice, Pes


			



			F2612
 Religions as Brands. The Marketization of Religions as Cultural Goods, Stolz


			



			F2609
 Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights. The Role of Arts on Health and Well-being, Noguchi (course held mostly online)

			
			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			F2611
 Management of Sustainable Tourism for Cultural Heritage, Bonel & Andrian

			
			



			F2623
 History of Photography: Document, Technology, Art, Wolf

						
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			F2602
 Italian Contemporary History in Films, Pes

			
			



			F2608
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization. Secularization and Value Change: a Global Perspective, Stolz

			
			



			F2616
 The Century of the Gene: The History of Genetics and Eugenics, Campos

			
			




			
			
			
			16.30 – 18.00


			




			Meeting Venice Co-Curricular Program
Open Lectures
Guest Lectures
Cultural Events

			
			



			


			

			Thursday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2605
 Intercultural Communication: Translating the Culture Shock. Towards Intercultural Understanding, Rego

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner and intermediate levels), Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2613
 Science Communication and Sustainability, Mannino & Fornetti

			
			



			F2620
 Cultural Nationalism in Europe and Beyond, Beiner

			
			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			F2603
 Italian for Foreigners (beginner level), Brunzin (coordinator)


			



			F2618
 More-than-human Environments: Animals in Culture, Literature, and History, Linge

			
			



			F2621
 New Perspectives on Old Concepts. Voices from Africa and the Diaspora, Kastner


			



			F2619
 Monuments, Myths, and the Media: The Social Life of Memories, Rego

			
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			F2604
 Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice, Monteleone

			
			



			F2622
 The Great Flu: Remembering, Forgetting and Rediscovering a Global Pandemic, Beiner


			



			F2614
 Water Heritage and Sustainable Development. Intangible Cultural Landscapes and Practices, Omodeo, Shai & Castellani


			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			F2606
 Gender Studies: Gender, Science and the Arts, Linge

			
			



			F2617
 The Human Body, Science and Society. Anthropological Perspectives, Kastner

			
			



			


			

			Friday

			Rescheduled classes

			November 13, December 4

			
			


			
			Site visits, field trips

			Site visits and field trips related to courses are arranged on Fridays.

			
			



			VIU Plenary Workshop

			Friday November 20

			
			


			
			VIULIFE & Co-Curricular Program

			VIU will also organize a series of co-curricular activities on Fridays during the semester.

			
			


			
			Visits to:

			_ Palazzo Ducale

			_ Ghetto

			_ St. Mark Basilica

			_ Lagoon Tour

			_ Port of Venice and MOSE Tour

			_ ...

		
			



		
			Holidays

			NATIONAL and MUNICIPAL HOLIDAYS

			November 1

			November 21

			December 8

			
			


			
			MIDTERM BREAK

			October 26–30

			

 	
 			Academic Calendar

 			1st Semester of AY 2026–27 (Fall 2026)

			
			Orientation week

			September 7–11

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			September 10

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			September 14


			


			
			Midterm break

			October 26–30


			


			
			Courses end

			December 11

			
			


			
			Exam week

			December 14–18

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			December 17

			
			


			
			National holidays

			October 4, November 1, December 8


			


			
			Municipal holidays

			November 21

 	
  			Next Semester

 	
 			Next Semester
Course List

 			2nd Semester of AY 2026–27 (Spring 2027)

			
			Italy

			History of Venice

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian for Foreigners (beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels)

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			TBD

			
			




			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication – An Introduction

			Sonia Cunico

			University of Exeter

			
			


			
			Gender Studies: From Myth to Opera: Heroines from Ancient Literature to Opera

			Danielle Van Mal-Maeder

			Université de Lausanne

			
			


			
			Comparing East and West: Legal and Political Systems and Thinking in a Globalized World

			Danny Pieters

			KU Leuven

			
			


			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. Cities and the Jewish Past in Europe

			Daniel Cohen

			Rice University

			
			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights: Global Humanitarianism and Its Critics

			Daniel Cohen

			Rice University


			


			
			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development; the Social Dimension

			Danny Pieters

			KU Leuven


			



			Specialization Track: Environmental Management and Sustainable Development


			


			
			Introductory Game Theory and Environment Management

			Yukihiko Funaki

			Waseda University


			


			
			Project Planning and Management for Agriculture and Environmental Sustainability

			Piergiorgio Stevanato

			Università degli Studi di Padova


			


			
			Climate Policy and Law

			David Wirth

			Boston College


			


			
			International Policy and Law of Food

			David Wirth

			Boston College


			


			

			Specialization Track: Cities and Global Change


			



			Extracting Ecological Heritage. The Incredible Rise of Marginal Territories in the Venice Lagoon

			Michela Pace & Mattia Bertin

			Università Iuav di Venezia


			



			Hungry Venice. The Last Mile of Food Justice between Need and Desire

			Maria Chiara Tosi & Marta De Marchi

			Università Iuav di Venezia


			



			The Second Urban Revolution, the Age of Cities and Globalization

			Juval Portugali

			Tel Aviv University


			



			Urban Planning and Design in the Age of Cities

			Juval Portugali

			Tel Aviv University


			



			Urban Development and Sustainable Tourism in the Global Era

			Patrizia Messina & Giorgio Andrian

			Università degli Studi di Padova


			



			Specialization Track: Environmental Humanities


			



			Ecology and the Environment in Ancient Literature: Representations and Imagination

			Danielle Van Mal-Maeder

			Université de Lausanne


			



			Constructing Nature: Stories We Live By

			Sonia Cunico

			University of Exeter

 	
  			Next Semester
Academic Calendar

 			2nd Semester of AY 2026–27 (Spring 2027)

			
			Orientation week

			February 15–19

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			February 18

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			February 22


			


			
			Midterm break

			March 29 – April 2


			


			
			Courses end

			May 21

			
			


			
			Exam week

			May 24–28

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			May 27

			
			


			
			National holidays

			March 29, April 25, May 1

 	
		City Libraries

 	
			City Libraries Information


			[image: Girl reading in a library]

			
  			Most libraries are accessible to anyone for consultation, however they often require an ID card to be left at the entrance. Many libraries do not lend books and only allow onsite consultation. Almost all libraries have closed shelves and users are expected to ask for books at the desk after having consulted the catalogues and filled out a request form.

			
			Public libraries

			Marciana

			Public library and historical documents, 

			San Marco 7

			tel. 041 2407211

			http://venezia.sbn.it

			https://marciana.venezia.sbn.it

			Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9.30-15.30

			Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: close

			By reservation. Limited number in each room, divided in two shift, you can booked both if you need to stay all day

			
			


			
			Fondazione Cini

			Arts and Humanities, 

			Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore

			tel. 041 2710255

			biblioteca@cini.it

			Monday to Friday: 10.00-16.00

			
			


			
			Querini Stampalia

			General public library with some open shelves, 

			Santa Maria Formosa, Castello 5252

			tel. 041 2711411

			biblioteca@querinistampalia.org

			Tuesday to Saturday: 10.00-24.00

			Sunday and holidays: 10.00-19.00

			
			


			
			Museo Correr

			Art History, 

			San Marco 52

			tel. 041 2405211

			https://correr.visitmuve.it/it/il-museo/servizi-agli-studiosi/biblioteca

			biblioteca.correr@comune.venezia.it

			
			


			
			Temporarily closed

			Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 08.30-13.30

			Tuesday and Thursday: 08.30-17.00

			
			


			
			Levi Foundation

			History of Music and Music Scores, 

			San Marco 2893

			tel. 041 7867- 47/46

			biblioteca@fondazionelevi.it

			Monday to Friday: 

			09.00-16.30 (booking recommended)

			
			


			
			Archives of the Biennale

			Archivio Storico delle Arti Contemporanee - ASAC

			VEGA Parco Scientifico Tecnologico di Venezia

			Via delle Industrie, Marghera

			Tuesday and Wednesday: 09.30-17.00

			by appointment only 

			(tel. 041 5218790 or e-mail consultazione.asac@labiennale.org)

			
			Libraries of Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ)

			The Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ) was restored in 2005 and is made of four different spaces, the so-called “Tese”. It has a reading room with over 300 places, 24 computers with internet connectivity, photocopying and multimedia facilities and it has a large selection of bibliographic and electronic resources.

			Zattere, Dorsoduro 1392, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5820 / 5811

			https://www.unive.it/cfz

			cfz@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-20.00

			Sunday: 14.00-24.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			CFZ provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Economics (BEC)

			The Library of Economics (BEC) has around 120,000 volumes and 1,700 periodicals in the following disciplinary areas: Economics, Business Management, Statistics, Marketing, Accounting, Finance etc. 

			The Library offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, bibliographical assistance, a multimedia room with 30 pcs, reference assistance for databases and photocopying.

			Fondamenta San Giobbe, Cannaregio 873, Venice

			tel. 041 2348763

			https://www.unive.it/bec

			bec@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 8.30-19.45

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			From Monday to Friday 6.15-19.45 and on Saturdays: 

			reference, photocopying and book return services only

			
			


			
			Library of Humanities (BAUM)

			The Library of Humanities (BAUM) is located in the Malcanton Marcorà complex and has a total surface of 2500 sq m, two underground floors and 300 places. The Library of Humanities includes over 300,000 books, 3,651 journals and 600 electronic journals available on the university network. A significant part of the books and all the magazines are open-shelf and they belong to the following disciplinary areas: Philosophy, History, Art, Italian Studies, Philology, Arts, Social Sciences, etc.

			The Library of Humanities offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, reference assistance, databases, photocopying and scanning facilities.

			Malcanton Marcorà complex, Dorsoduro 3484/D, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5613

			www.unive.it/baum

			baum@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			Reference

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			(with the exception of the underground floors)

			Book loans

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00 

			by reservation, by the app Affluences (writing title and collocation)

			Self-access photocopying

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			BAUM provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences (BAS)

			The collection of the Library of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences (BAS) includes resources in the following scientific areas: Chemistry, Physics, Nanotechnologies, Environmental Sciences, Materials Sciences etc. It has two different buildings - one in Venice and another in Mestre - and offers various services, such as book loans, book reference, reference assistance, databases and photocopying facilities.

			Santa Marta 2137, Venice, via Torino 155, Mestre

			tel. +39 041 234 8516 (Santa Marta) / 8454 (via Torino)

			bibliobas@unive.it

			Santa Marta

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			via Torino

			Monday to Friday: 8.30-18.30

			
			


			
			European Documentation Center (CDE)

			c/o Library of East Asian Studies (ASIA-OR)

			Palazzo Vendramin dei Carmini, Dorsoduro 3462, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9503

			cde@unive.it

			Due to the current situation the library is closed

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-18.00

			Document research by appointment only

			
			


			
			Library of the Inter-University Center for Studies on the Culture Veneto (CISVe)

			Palazzo Minich, San Marco 2940, Venice

			tel. 041 234 7596 / 7597

			cisv@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 10.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Historical Library

			Ca’ Foscari Historical Library was established in 1868 with the foundation of the University.

			The Historical Library includes about 80,000 books and periodicals from the sixteenth to the mid-twentieth century. It also includes 21 collections given by university professors and Rectors.

			
			


			
			Ca’ Bernardo

			Dorsoduro 3199, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5832

			fondostorico@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			(admittance by appointment only)


			


			
			Library of Foreign Languages and Literatures (BALI)

			The Library of Foreign Languages and Literatures (BALI) includes the following libraries:

			
			


			
			Library of Anglo-American, Iberian and Slavic Studies (AMERIBE)

			Ca’ Bernardo, Dorsoduro 3199, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9428 / 9482

			bibliodais@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of European and Postcolonial Studies (SLLEP)

			Palazzo Cosulich, Zattere - Dorsoduro 1405, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 7819 / 7827

			slleppre@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Language Sciences (SC-LING)

			Ca’ Bembo, Dorsoduro 1075, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5746

			bibliosl@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Eurasian Studies (EURASIA)

			Ca’ Cappello, San Polo 2035, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 8852

			bibeuras@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday 8:00-14.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of East Asian Studies (ASIA-OR)

			Palazzo Vendramin dei Carmini, Dorsoduro 3462, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9551 / 9503

			asiabib@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			Libraries of Università Iuav di Venezia

			Central Library

			Tolentini, S. Croce 191, Venice

			tel. 041 2571104

			sbd@sally.iuav.it

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.30

			Book loans

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.30 by reservation

			Consultation on site

			9.00-13.00/13.30-17.30

			Reading room

			Monday to Friday: 09.00-24.00

			Consultation and loans

			Monday to Friday: 09.00-20.00

 	
			VIU Member Universities & Staff
	
	
 			VIU members

 			
			Boston College – USA

			Città Metropolitana di Venezia – Italy

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Italy

			Duke University – USA

			European University at St. Petersburg – Russia

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica INAF – Italy

			Korea University – Korea

			KU Leuven – Belgium

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität – Germany

			Rice University – USA

			Sabancı University – Turkey

			Stellenbosch University – South Africa

			Tel Aviv University – Israel

			Tsinghua University – P.R. China

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Padova – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” – Italy

			Università Iuav di Venezia – Italy

			Université de Bordeaux – France

			Université de Lausanne – Switzerland

			University of Exeter – United Kingdom

			University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia – Italy

			Waseda University – Japan

			

			Governance

			Umberto Vattani

			President

			
			

			
			Carmelo Marabello

			Dean

			

			Board of Directors

			James Keenan

			Boston College

			
			


			Nicola Torricella

			Città Metropolitana di Venezia

			
			

			
			Fabrizio Tuzi

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

			
			

			
			Giovanni Zanalda

			Duke University

			
			

			
			Oleg Kharkhordin

			European University at St. Petersburg

			
			


			Riccardo Pietrabissa

			IUSS School of Pavia

			
			

			
			Severine Vermeire

			KU Leuven

			
			

			
			Bernd Huber

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			
			


			Yusuf Leblebici

			Sabancı University

			
			

			
			Sibusiso Moyo

			Stellenbosch University

			
			

			
			Milette Shamir

			Tel Aviv University

			
			

			
			Carla Andreiani

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”

			
			


			Tiziana Lippiello

			Università Ca' Foscari Venezia


			

			
			Daniela Mapelli

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			
			

			
			Maria Luce Frezzotti

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca

			
			

			
			Margherita Turvani

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			
			

			
			Dean Lewis

			Université de Bordeaux

			
			

			
			Marianne Schmid Mast

			Université de Lausanne

			
			

			
			Richard Follett

			University of Exeter

			
			

			
			GEMMA Masahiko

			Waseda University


			

			
			Caroline Levander

			Rice University


			

			
			LIU Shuming

			Tsinghua University


			

			
			Roberto Ragazzoni

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica

			

			Academic Council

			Carmelo Marabello

			Venice International University, Chair

			
			

			
			Eileen Sweeney

			Boston College

			
			

			
			Daniele Archibugi

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

			
			

			
			Stephen Nowicki

			Duke University

			
			

			
			Natalia Mazur

			European University at St. Petersburg

			
			


			Mario Martina

			IUSS School of Pavia

			
			

			
			Bart Raymaekers

			KU Leuven

			
			

			
			Hans Van Ess

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität


			

			
			Caroline Levander

			Rice University

			
			


			Cem Güneri

			Sabancı University 


			

			
			Robert Kotze

			Stellenbosch University

			
			

			
			Kinneret Lahad

			Tel Aviv University

			
			

			
			Alessio Cotugno

			Università Ca' Foscari Venezia
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