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 			About VIU
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			Venice International University (VIU) is something unique in the academic world – a consortium of 23 universities and research institutions from all over the world with an autonomous campus on the island of San Servolo, Venice, Italy.

			Universities today must play a strategic role in addressing the new global challenges: sustainable development, climate change, energy, food & water security, urban growth, ageing populations, innovation & technology, global ethics, protection of tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

			VIU’s academic and thematic programs adopt interdisciplinary approaches in an international context, nurturing the ability of students to develop different skills, to work across disciplines, to react with great flexibility with a broad intellectual range.

			The participants in the activities are mainly students of the member universities, although since its foundation in 1995, VIU has increasingly worked to develop and contribute to the research triangle of stakeholders – industry, academia and government – through the thematic programs on Sustainability (TEN), Innovation (TeDIS) and Ageing. Recently, this multi-stakeholder approach has expanded to include citizens and civil society. Their involvement has the potential to enrich research and policy development, offering valuable insights and solutions to address today’s global challenges.

			In the area of Sustainable Development, VIU is active in several important international networks, including Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), Associazione Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (ASviS), UN Global Compact and Global Compact Network Italia Foundation.

			
			


			
			Member Universities of VIU:

			Boston College – USA

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Italy

			Duke University – USA

			European University at St. Petersburg – Russia

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica – Italy

			Korea University – Korea

			KU Leuven – Belgium

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität – Germany

			Rice University - USA

			Sabancı University – Turkey

			Stellenbosch University – South Africa

			Tel Aviv University – Israel

			Tsinghua University – P.R. China

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Padova – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” – Italy

			Università Iuav di Venezia – Italy

			Université de Bordeaux – France

			Université de Lausanne – Switzerland

			University of Exeter – United Kingdom

			University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia – Italy

			Waseda University – Japan

			
			


			
			The Metropolitan City of Venice is also a member of VIU.

			The Italian Ministry for University Education and Scientific and Technological Research formally recognized the Venice International University consortium as an international center of higher education and research by Ministerial Decree on 23 October 1997.

 	
			
 			Globalization Program
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			Crossing borders

			Educating towards world citizenship

			

			
			Today’s globalized world needs flexible minds, able to move across disciplines, capable of tackling contemporary challenges with innovative humanistic approaches; recognizing the importance of environmental and economic sustainability and natural and cultural heritage; understanding, communicating and working with people from other cultures. VIU’s Globalization Program provides a response in this direction, promoting academic cooperation among partner universities from around the world, through academic programs, internships, seminars, workshops and conferences. In particular, the program provides students with an intense educational experience in Venice, in multicultural contexts, where global and comparative approaches are privileged, integrating the study of human heritage, creativity and imagination with the study of social relations and institutions.


			Multicultural, International & Interdisciplinary

			The Globalization Program brings together talented, motivated students from the member universities in a truly multicultural, international and interdisciplinary environment. Each semester over 100 students participate in the program as part of their degree in their home university. The interdisciplinary courses are English-taught by professors from the member universities.

			The program provides a powerful learning experience in which students develop their capacity for critical thinking and creative problem solving. Students of the Globalization Program are thus more prepared for graduate study and for careers in new and emerging fields. Students choose from a course offering of 25-28 courses:


			



			Core Topics

			Italy: courses that analyze Venetian and Italian life, culture, art and history:

			_ History of Venice

			_ Italian Contemporary History in Films

			_ Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			_ Italian for Foreigners


			


			
			Cultures of the World: courses that examine the cultures of the world; courses that make the most of the intercultural classroom:

			_ Intercultural Communication

			_ Gender Studies

			_ Comparing East and West


			


			
			Global Challenges: courses that address current, global issues, preferably from an interdisciplinary perspective:

			_ Identity, Heritage and Globalization

			_ Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights

			_ Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development


			


			
			Specialization Tracks: 3-6 courses will be available in each track and will vary each semester


			



			Economics, Management and Digital Technologies applied to Cultural Heritage

			The aim of this specialization track is to introduce students to concepts such as Natural and Cultural Heritage, both tangible and intangible; to the challenges posed by their management, preservation and development, in relation to development policies and/or citizenship issues. 3-5 courses are typically offered in this track.


			


			
			Science and Society

			The aim is to explore critically the role and impact of science, technology and innovation within society, and conversely how society, politics and culture affect scientific research and innovation. Courses may examine Science as a profession and the role of scientists as stakeholders within society, or may scrutinize the ethics of science, and explore the many relevant societal issues including science and education, science communication and civic engagement; the economics, sociology and anthropology of science; representation of science in literature and the arts; citizen science and open science; responsible research and innovation.


			


			
			History and Memory

			This specialization track is intended to offer opportunities to develop an up-to-date understanding of history, historical research and consciousness, Collective and individual memory and forgetting, with their ethical and political implications, in their micro and macro dimensions.


			


			
			Environmental Management and Sustainable Development

			The aim of this specialization track is to develop awareness of Sustainability concepts and issues, applied to the Environment and the Economy, learning about sustainable practices and management, adopting ethical and cultural approaches. Courses may provide tools of analysis of Environmental changes and of impact valuation (including digital tools), knowledge about policies, law and governance; climate change; sustainable energy; food and water security; corporate social responsibility and industrial ecology; the role of lead firms in fostering environmental innovation; justice and development.


			


			
			Cities and Global Change

			This specialization track focuses on the cities as places where human activities are concentrated, as the chief causes of, and solutions to, anthropogenic global change, providing students with a critical view on the nature of cities and social, economic, political, cultural global change, their interrelation, the way in which cities address problems and opportunities emerging from such change (climate change, transport and mobility, democracy and participation, education, multiculturalism, migration and population trends, tourism, land use, urban poverty) and the tools available for governance of change.


			


			
			Environmental Humanities

			This track aims to capture existing conjunctions across environmental philosophy, environmental history, ecocriticism, cultural geography, cultural anthropology, and political ecology, while also seeking to integrate debates thus far largely shaped by different disciplinary contexts. Environmental Humanities can help to organize humanistic research, to open up new forms of interdisciplinarity, both within the humanities and in collaboration with the social and natural sciences, and to shape public debate and policies on environmental issues.

			
			Academics

			The Globalization Program is a 15-week credit only program. Courses are 40-hours long (except Italian for Foreigners: 56 hours) and recognized for credit by member universities. Attendance is compulsory; a mid-term break allows independent travel in Italy and Europe. Courses have 20-25 students to facilitate group work and student presentations.

			
			Credit recognition

			All Member Universities recognize Globalization Program courses for credit. Each University defines the procedures by which courses are approved and how they can be inserted into a student’s degree program. Request further information about credits by writing to: student-services@univiu.org

			If you encounter difficulties in receiving credits for courses, please contact the Vice Dean for assistance.

			
			Admissions

			Students at the Italian member universities Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia, Università Iuav di Venezia, Università degli Studi di Padova and Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” may apply for the program directly with VIU by filling out the pre-registration form on VIU website.

			
			


			
			

			



			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia:

			Prof. Sara De Vido, sara.devido@unive.it

			Ketti Borille, incoming.mobility@unive.it (Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Exchange students only)

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Padova:

			Prof. Cristina Basso, cristina.basso@unipd.it

			Prof. Alessandra Gallerano, alessandra.gallerano@unipd.it

			
			



			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”:

			Prof. Bianca Sulpasso, bianca.sulpasso@uniroma2.it

			Prof. Mirabela Salavastru, mirabela.salavastru@uniroma2.it

			
			



			Università Iuav di Venezia:

			Prof. Maria Chiara Tosi, mnrtso@iuav.it


			


			



			Students from all other universities must apply through the relevant office in their home university, as listed below:


			



			

			



			Boston College:

			Students must apply through the BC Office of International Programs.

			Kathryn Wright, wrightgu@bc.edu

			
			



			Duke University:

			Students must apply through the Duke Global Education Office for Undergraduates.

			Mariah Henderson, mariah.henderson@duke.edu

			
			



			European University of St. Petersburg:

			Prof. Natalia Mazur, nmazur@eu.spb.ru

			Olga Makarova, omakarova@eu.spb.ru

			
			



			Korea University:

			Students must apply through the Office of International Affairs.

			Hyunjoo Cho, outeurope@korea.ac.kr

			
			



			KU Leuven:

			Students must apply through the KU Leuven International Office.

			Laura Lenssen, laura.lenssen@kuleuven.be

			
			



			Ludwig Maximilians Universität:

			Students must apply through the LMU International Office.

			Administrative Advisor Philippa Menzel, Philippa.Menzel@verwaltung.uni-muenchen.de

			
			



			Rice University:

			Meredith Bonner, mallison@rice.edu

			
			



			Stellenbosch University:

			Students must apply through the Global Education Center.

			Angelo Mckerry, angelom@sun.ac.za

			
			



			Tel Aviv University:

			Students must apply through the Out Exchange Office.

			Ofir Ben Ezra, outexchange@tauex.tau.ac.il

			
			



			Tsinghua University:

			Aina Jiang, jiangaina@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn

			
			



			Université de Bordeaux:

			Malika Chazelas, International Mobility Office Manager, malika.chazelas@u-bordeaux.fr

			
			



			Université de Lausanne:

			Emmanuel Cenuse, emmanuel.cenuse@unil.ch

			
			



			University of Exeter:

			Students must apply through the Global Opportunities Team.

			outbound@exeter.ac.uk

			
			



			Sabancı University:

			Zeynep Ezgi Erdem, ezgi.erdem@sabanciuniv.edu

			Gulin Karahuseyinoglu, g.karahuseyinoglu@sabanciuniv.edu


			


			
			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca:

			Agnese Cofler, agnese.cofler@unimib.it

			
			



			Waseda University:

			Students must apply through the WU Center for International Education.

			cie-europe@list.waseda.jp

			Emi Itokawa, cie-outbound04@list.waseda.jp

			


			Online registration for courses

			If you are currently registered at one of VIU’s member universities and already know which courses you would like to take, you should pre-register and register for courses through on-line forms. Please visit our website: https://www.univiu.org/study/globalization-program/courses

			
			Tuition fees

			Students must be regularly enrolled in their home university and must pay regular tuition fees to their home university. No further fees are paid directly to Venice International University.

			
			Logistics & Accommodation

			Orientation is provided at the beginning of semester, with campus and city tours, information sessions on the courses, on immigration issues, and social activities.

			Accommodation is available on campus on the Island of San Servolo, situated in the Lagoon of Venice just 10 minutes by boat from Piazza San Marco. VIU also assists students in finding accommodation in apartments in Venice.

			
			Co-curricular Activities

			A rich variety of Co-curricular activities further enhances the educational mission of the program, through a plenary workshop, informal opportunities to debate topical issues, guest lectures, social and sporting events, weekly movie screenings, day trips and site-visits to the most important venues and sites of Venice and its hinterland, and locations related to the courses.

			
			Internship
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			VIU provides internship opportunities, mobility and scholarships to students of the member universities who attend the Globalization Program. Following the semester of courses at VIU, selected students are offered internships at research centers, universities, cultural organizations and companies in Italy and abroad.

			Each semester VIU publishes several calls for applications for the Internship and Mobility Program:

			
			


			
			1. Internships in Italy

			For bachelor’s and master’s students, including exchange students at Ca’ Foscari, Iuav, Padova and Tor Vergata who are attending the semester at VIU and who are interested in gaining practical experience and familiarity with working life and organizational dynamics of some of the most important research centers, companies and institutions whose activities are related to Globalization, Cultural Heritage and/or Sustainable Development. Most of the opportunities will be in the Venice area although some may be in other regions in Italy.


			



			Host institutions include, among others:

			_ Peggy Guggenheim Collection (1st semester call only)

			_ Vela SpA – Events division – Carnival of Venice

			_ City of Venice – International Relations Office

			_ Fondazione Musei Civici

			_ UNESCO – Venice office

			_ Marsilio Editori, publishing company

			_ CNR – Italian National Research Council

			_ We are Here Venice – non-profit association

			_ Iveser – Venetian Institute of History of the Resistance and Contemporary Society

			_ Ocean Space

			_ Spazio Punch

			_ Centro studi classicA – Iuav

			_ Smart Venice

			
			



			Scholarships are awarded to selected students to contribute to the costs of international travel and accommodation.

			For further information: globalization@univiu.org


			


			
			2. Erasmus+ Mobility for Studies
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			Venice International University, together with the Italian member universities is accredited as an Erasmus+ mobility consortium. Thus, students coming from member universities in other countries associated to the Erasmus+ programme* may have the opportunity to apply for an Erasmus+ grant to support their study at VIU.

			Erasmus+ grants are available to students in universities in other countries when specific projects have received funding from the Erasmus+ programme.


			


			
			For more information:

			erasmus@univiu.org

			
			VIULectures
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			The Globalization Program is intended to provide an impetus for original reflection on globalization within an international network that involves researchers, policy-makers, entrepreneurs, cultural institutions and regional institutions of the countries represented at Venice International University. Each semester VIU invites guest speakers to address topical themes at the Opening Ceremonies of the semesters and during the VIU Lectures series.

			
			
 	
  			VIU Campus


  			[image: Students gathering at VIU Campus]

		
			Classrooms and offices

			VIU academic and administrative offices are located in the main building near the entrance to the island, where there are also fully equipped classrooms and seminar rooms.

			
			Computer facilities and photocopying

			The VIU Card (available from Front Office) provides access to library, computer and photocopying facilities.

			The PC Room is open to all VIU professors and students, 24 hours a day. PCs are connected to the Internet and have the suite of Microsoft Office programs installed. There are also workstations for laptops and Wi-Fi is available.

			VIU also has a highly advanced Apple Mac Computer Lab for integrating digital technologies in the academic courses. The 3D modeling, visualization, and mapping technologies installed enable students to engage with questions of change over time and dynamic process in urban and rural environments. The programs available include 3D modeling using SketchUp, 3D acquisition using Photogrammetry, interactive mapping with Google Earth, Scalar, and the basics of arcGIS related to Google Earth.

			There are four photocopiers in the VIU main building (Library, zone 6, zone 7).

			
			Housing and dining

			There are residential halls with over 200 places on the island of San Servolo. There are also laundry facilities, a restaurant which is open every day for breakfast and lunch, and a bar.

			
			Libraries and Resources

			The VIU Library catalogue is online at: http://library.univiu.org

			The VIU Library is in the main building and the collection includes reference books, textbooks, dictionaries, reviews, magazines and a collection of DVDs. The Library is open for lending from Monday to Friday (check notice board for hours).

			Course materials are available through VIU e-learning platform: https://elearning.univiu.org, where professors upload materials, resources and assignments for their courses. Access is restricted to registered students.

			VIU students also have access to libraries and facilities in Venice. This guide includes a list of libraries in Venice including opening hours, location and resources available.

			
			Venice

			The location chosen for the program, Venice, offers to non-Venetian students the opportunity of temporarily living in a world heritage city, with a great concentration of art, architecture and history.

			Having been a great merchant city and a political myth, and, at the same time, a capital of humanism and a literary myth, it is the perfect placing for the school and its mission. But it is not only the signs of the past, which make Venice interesting for students and professors. The city is a living machine in a unique setting, based on water, which represents an alternative urban and social concept, embracing several islands in the lagoon, as well as the estuary and the mainland.

			The city offers the possibility of experiencing contemporary challenges of environmental and economic sustainability and the effects of global traveling, providing resources and fieldwork opportunities for various kinds of courses, considering also its role as administrative capital of the most dynamic industrial region of Italy, as the site of one of the most important World Film Festivals and as a growing center of international contemporary arts exhibitions.

			VIU also aims, through its activities and collaborations, to contribute to the cultural and political debate on this extraordinary metropolitan area.

 	
  			Courses

 	
 			Course List
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			Italy


			History of Venice – F2501

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films – F2502

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – F2503

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			



			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – F2504

			Cosimo Monteleone

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage

			

			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication: Visual Representation and the Cultural Other – F2505

			Frank Heidemann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			


			
			Gender Studies: Glocal Political Participation through a Gender Lens – F2506

			Claudia Padovani & Lorenza Perini

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage


			


			
			Comparing East and West. Bard’s (Il)legitimate Children? Adaption and Cultural Appropriation of Shakespeare in the East and the West – F2507

			Norimasa Morita

			Waseda University

			Course webpage

			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization: Culture and Society in South Asia after Independence – F2508

			Frank Heidemann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			Course webpage


			


			
			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights: Regulating Business for More Welfare and Human Rights – F2509

			Damiano Canapa

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage


			



			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development: History and Current Issues in International Law – F2510

			Jong-Chol An

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Economics, Management and Digital Technologies Applied to Cultural Heritage

			
			


			
			Digital Tools and Cultural Heritage – F2511

			Fatima Zahra Fakir

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			Course webpage


			


			
			History, Memory, and Museums: from Socialism to Postsocialism – F2512

			Ekaterina Melnikova

			European University at St. Petersburg

			Course webpage


			



			Heritage Ontologies: Between East and West – F2513

			Ekaterina Melnikova

			European University at St. Petersburg

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: Science and Society

			
			



			Science Communication and Sustainability – F2514

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino

			Venice International University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Water Heritage and Sustainable Development – F2515

			Pietro Daniel Omodeo, Meital Shai & Justas Patkauskas

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Course webpage


			


			
			Health Communication: Theory and Application in the Global Context – F2516

			Ashley Duggan

			Boston College

			Course webpage


			


			
			A Matter of Life and Death: History of Pre-Modern Health in Eurasia – F2517

			Miri Shefer-Mossensohn

			Tel Aviv University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Social and Personal Relationships: Scientific Perspectives on Close Relationship Processes and Well-Being – F2518

			Ashley Duggan

			Boston College

			Course webpage


			


			
			Artificial Intelligence for Innovation and Creativity – F2519

			Massimiliano Nuccio & Marco Guerzoni

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia & Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca

			Course webpage


			


			
			Conspiracy? Fact and Anti-Fact in the Global Information Age – F2520

			Dan Stevens

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage


			


			
			Regulating Technology Through the Law – F2521

			Damiano Canapa

			Université de Lausanne

			Course webpage


			




			Specialization Track: History and Memory

			
			


			
			Screening the Past: The Mechanism of Nostalgia Film – F2522

			Norimasa Morita

			Waseda University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Ports of the Eastern Mediterranean: The Last 2000 Years – F2523

			Miri Shefer-Mossensohn

			Tel Aviv University

			Course webpage


			



			All in the Mind? How Global Elites Think – F2524

			Dan Stevens

			University of Exeter

			Course webpage


			


			
			Great Books of the Abrahamic Traditions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam through their Major Texts – F2525

			Malachi Hacohen

			Duke University

			Course webpage


			


			
			Jewish History from Columbus to Israel – F2526

			Malachi Hacohen

			Duke University

			Course webpage

	
 			
 			History of Venice – F2501

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description

			Various things make Venice a place of interest: the fact that it was built on waters and marshy lands; the way its inhabitants shaped the Lagoon and managed the environment; the relationship with Byzantium and the East; the way it became the capital of a merchant empire; its role as a center of the printing industry, art production and Humanism; its development into a city of pleasure; the sudden loss of independence; the 19th Century cultural myth of its death; its rebirth with the Risorgimento of Italy; the creation of a new urban order, from the industrial port of Marghera to the beach resort at the Lido; the great social transformation of the 1950s-1970s, which produced a crisis of Greater Venice; the development into a “theme-park”; the way the city still presents an alternative notion of urban space.

			The course covers all of these themes through wide use of multimedia sources (images, videos, music), attempting to provide a broad introduction to ways to look at the history of this place. Its structure will not be chronological, but thematic. The main focus will be on the relationship between the environmental setting, morphology of the city, social life, political institutions. Students will be exposed to an idea of history as social construction.

			The course will involve site visits (Ghetto, Ducal Palace, MoSE and Industrial Port).

			Students are expected to contribute to class, through two short oral presentations, which can take the form of either an article review or research report, and a final research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Topics can range from Literature to Economics, from Law to Cinema. Past themes have included: Venice and the Fourth Crusade, Venetian Courtesans, Marco Polo, The Bostonians in Venice, Contemporary Arts in Venice, Venice and Mass Tourism, Contemporary Environmental Policies. Students will also be asked to act as discussants after one of the presentations by their peers. 

			In the presentations, group work mixing nationalities will be encouraged. Research papers must include bibliographical references and notes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance and in-class participation

			_ 10% discussion of one of the oral presentations by peers

			_ 20% first oral presentation in class

			_ 20% second oral presentation in class

			_ 40% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Part One (Week 1-4)

			
			The Urban Form – A City Built on Water, Machine for Living

			
			


			
			1) Venice’s global image, stereotypes and replicas; Venice as a machine for living; history of cisterns; city setting (brackish water and muds); 

			2) ancient legendary narratives of foundation (Attila and 421); 

			3) modern historiographic narratives (Maritime Venice, Rivo Altus, Lombards and Byzantines); 

			4) more recent environmental narratives (arm wrestle between rivers and sea, Eraclea and Metamaucum, invention of the Lagoon); 

			5) building the city (maps, toponyms, songs); 

			6) urban maintenance and preservation (including: the city as work of art in progress)

			

			
			Part Two (Week 5-8)

			
			Venice and Modernity – A City which Lived Violent Industrialization and Extreme “Post-Modern” Processes

			
			


			
			1) industrialization, futurism and port Marghera; 

			2) greater Venice, de-industrialization, green tree strategy; 

			3) high tide of 1966 and the rediscovery of the Lagoon; 

			4) sustainable Venice, climate change and MoSE (the mobile dams to protect Venice from the rising sea level); 

			5) privatization and liberalization, “Veniceland”, the tourist boom and its effects, residents’ resistance;

			6) international institutions (Biennale etc.), opportunities of Venice as a cosmopolitan city, capital of handcrafts and contemporary art

			

			
			Part Three (Week 9-12)

			
			Historical Heritage – A Merchant Aristocratic Republic

			
			


			
			1) rise of Venetian trade and power (726-1204 the complex relation with Byzantium, from the first acclaimed doge to the fourth crusade); 

			2) expansion (1204-1453 rivalry with Genoese and Ottomans in the Mediterranean, conquest of the Terraferma); 

			3) “decline” (1453-1797 myths and realities, end of expansion in Terraferma, Ottoman take overs in the Mediterranean, Venetian pacifist diplomacy, plagues, conservatism, end of the Republic of Venice); 

			4) political system, carnival in Ancient Venice; 

			5) welfare, Church/State relations; 

			6) death and Risorgimento of Venice (French, Austrian dominations, 1848 revolution)
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			Bosworth, R. (2014). Italian Venice: A History. Yale University Press (329 pages). The history of Venice from the annexation to the present, told by an Australian political historian (famous for his works on Italian Fascism) from the University of Oxford. A more recent book, which roots narrative in visible elements of the urban environment (monuments, buildings, places), aware of Italian Historiographical works.

			Bevilacqua, P. (2009). Venice and the Water: A Model for Our Planet. Polar Bear & Co. (126 pages). A quick overview of the environmental practices in the history of the city, which anticipated contemporary “sustainability” and are assumed by the author as positive examples to address today’s global challenges. Bevilacqua is an Italian Social and Environmental Historian.

			We Are Here Venice (WAHV) (2020). Whose City Is It Anyway?. WAHV (43 pages). Rigorous analysis of the present situation of Venice in terms of Housing, Employment and Services under the pressure of over tourism. WAHV is a Third Sector Organisation (TSO), dedicated to the conservation of Venice as a living city, founded in 2015. see resource

			

 	
			
 			Italian Contemporary History in Films – F2502

					
			



			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			

					
			



			Course description


			The course introduces to modern Italian politics, society, and culture in a historical and comparative perspective – while exposing students to classics of Italian cinema. Discussions, lectures and presentations will revolve around eleven Italian fiction movies: Il Gattopardo (1963) by Luchino Visconti (based on Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa), Amarcord (1973) by Federico Fellini, Il Conformista (1970) by Bernardo Bertolucci (based on Alberto Moravia), Vincere (2009) by Marco Bellocchio, La Notte di San Lorenzo (1982) by Paolo e Vittorio Taviani, La Pelle (1981) by Liliana Cavani (based on Curzio Malaparte), Don Camillo (1952) by Julien Duvivier (based on Giovanni Guareschi), Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore (1972) by Lina Wertmueller, Tano da morire (1997) by Roberta Torre, Il Caimano (2006) by Nanni Moretti and Loro (2018) by Paolo Sorrentino.

			The idea is that films can be useful as a starting point for historical discourses, as documents of the time in which they were made, as historiographical texts on the period in which they are set and as historical agents, as they can be constantly reinterpreted and can influence culture in different successive moments. They can also be useful because they talk about individuals, daily life, family and personal relations; they involve a “mise-en-scene” which makes history much closer to life and oblige to discuss events and phenomena also at a micro level, bringing in themes related to gender, family, and collective psychology.

			The period covered by the course spans from 1796 to 2023, i.e. from the process of Nation-Building to the Present. Like Germany and unlike Spain, Italy is a new nation-State. The beginning of the process of unification can be traced back to the Napoleonic Age, which saw the diffusion of ideals of Liberalism, Democracy and Nationalism. The foundation of the new Kingdom (1861) was followed by attempts to forge a common identity in the context of a liberal but conservative State, which set the basis of the first industrialization. After the Great War, the peninsula saw the rise of the first Fascist Regime in Europe, as a result of an alliance between Mussolini, the Monarchy and the Catholic Church. The military defeat and the 1943-45 Civil War, paved the way for a Republic, characterized by a blocked political system with the Catholic Party in power and the largest Communist Party in the West on the opposition. In 1992-94 judges’ investigation and arrests of corrupt politicians contributed to a revolution in the party system, which founded the present political landscape. The course shall also deal with issues like: Church/State relations and the influence of Catholicism, origins and development of the Mafia, North-South divide, social transformations, emigration and immigration, 1968 movements, economic miracle and development of the Made in Italy, controversies over Berlusconi. The general focus will be on the relationship between politics and society.

			Students are expected to contribute to class, discussing all movies, coordinating discussion of one, doing an oral presentation and writing a research paper, developing themes of personal interest, in agreement with the Professor. Research papers must include bibliographical references and footnotes.


			


			
			Assessment

			_ 10% attendance

			_ 20% participation in film discussion

			_ 20% contribution leading the conversation

			_ 20% oral presentation in class

			_ 30% written final research paper


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			The course will be divided into six units:


			


			
			1) The Unification and its aftermath 1796–1871 / Il Gattopardo (weeks 1-2)

			2) The Fascist Regime 1922–1939 / Amarcord, Il Conformista, Vincere (weeks 3-5)

			3) Fascism, War, Resistance, Liberation 1939–1945 / La Notte di San Lorenzo, La Pelle (weeks 5-7)

			4) Postwar and Cold War 1946–1952 / Don Camillo (weeks 7-8)

			5) Economic Miracle, Mafia, 1968 and the 1970s / Mimì metallurgico ferito nell’onore, Tano da morire (weeks 9-10)

			6) Postfordism and crisis of democracy 1980–2013 / Il Caimano, Loro (weeks 11-12)

			

			

			
			



			
			Bibliography


			Note: all books are available in the VIU Library.


			



			Cinema and history (methodology)

			Sorlin, P. (1980). The Film in History: Restaging the Past. Noble Books.


			



			Italian cinema (quick reference for all movies, like a dictionary)

			Bondanella, P.E. (2009). A History of Italian Cinema. Continuum.

			Lichtner, G. (2013). Fascism in Italian Cinema Since 1945: The Politics and Aesthetics of Memory. Palgrave Macmillan.

			Rocchio, V.F. (1999). Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism. University of Texas Press.

			Restivo, A. (2002). The Cinema of Economic Miracles: Visuality and Modernization in the Italian Art Film. Duke University Press.

			Reich, J. (2004). Beyond the Latin Lover: Marcello Mastroianni, Masculinity, and Italian Cinema. Indiana University Press.

			Cottino Jones, M. (2010). Women, Desire, and Power in Italian Cinema. Palgrave Macmillan.


			



			Italian history and culture (books with useful material for context of all the movies)

			Forgacs, D., and Lumley, R. (eds.) (1996). Italian Cultural Studies: An Introduction. Oxford University Press.

			Holmes, G. (ed.) (1997). The Illustrated Oxford History of Italy. Oxford University Press.


			



			Other readings will be suggested in class, depending on the interest of participants.

			

 	
			
 			Italian for Foreigners – beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels – F2503

			
			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			

						
			
			Quick links


			
			
					Beginner level
					Intermediate level
					Upper Intermediate level
				
			

			

			

			
			



			Beginner level

			(A1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is addressed to beginner students who have no knowledge of the Italian language. Although reading and writing will be important, significant emphasis in class will be placed on speaking and listening. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. At the end of the course, students will be able to communicate in most everyday situations, using basic vocabulary and grammar.

			
			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			



			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Definitive and indefinite articles

			_ Simple present tense (regular verbs, three conjugations –are –ere –ire)

			_ Irregular verbs: essere, avere, andare, fare, bere, rimanere, venire, uscire

			_ Verbs Dovere (to have to, must) Potere (can, to be able to) Volere (to want)

			_ Use of ci (there)

			_ Simple past (perfect tense)

			_ Possessive adjectives and pronouns

			_ Use of the verb Piacere (to like)

			_ Reflexive pronouns

			_ Introduction to direct object pronouns

			_ Use of the simple prepositions and prepositions with article

			_ Imperative

			_ Conjunctions e (and) ma (but) mentre (while) quando (when) perché (why, because)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Identification: name, nationality..., introducing oneself, personal habits

			_ Asking and answering information

			_ Offering something, inviting someone, accepting, refusing

			_ Situations: in class, at the bar, at the station, at the restaurant, in a store, a language school, in a hotel

			_ Talking about family, describing people and items, telling a brief story in the past tense

			_ Asking for explanations about words or linguistic questions

			_ Expressing preferences

			_ Expressing pleasure and displeasure

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Messages (listening to a message on an answering machine, to the radio)

			_ Interviews (radio, TV)

			_ Video (movies, TV)

			_ Advertisements

			_ Songs

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Timetables

			_ Menu

			_ Memorandum

			_ Post cards and letters to friends

			_ Diary

			_ Recipes

			_ Short biographies

			_ Short announcements

			_ Advertisements

			_ Comics

			_ Short instructions

			_ Catalogues

			_ Fieldtrip schedules or cultural programs

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			Readings concerning:

			_ Studying and learning a foreign language

			_ Everyday life situations

			_ Cities and means of transportation

			_ Space, forms, dimensions, quantity

			_ Time

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Filling in an enrolment form

			_ Writing a message

			_ Writing a post card

			_ Writing a diary page

			_ Writing an informal letter

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			
			Intermediate level

			(B1 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)


			



			This course is a continuation of ‘Italian Beginners’. Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous course. This language course is designed so that students can practice their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does.

			During classes, students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student. Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Class will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in open-ended conversations. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (10 pieces of homework, written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			_ Review of simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Review of simple past

			_ Review of simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare + gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Telling stories and events in the past

			_ Describing weather

			_ Giving and asking for advice or instructions

			_ Describing situations, places and people

			_ Making a phone call

			_ Organizing a trip

			_ Asking permission

			_ Giving an opinion

			_ Making projects for the future

			_ Apologizing

			_ Making a proposal and inviting

			_ Accepting and refusing

			_ Complaining

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Weather report

			_ Songs

			_ Phone calls

			_ Videos

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing a letter to a friend or a relative

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Invitations

			_ Announcements

			_ Stories

			_ Short literature passages

			_ Tourist information

			_ Horoscopes

			_ Short newspaper articles

			_ How to write a letter of complaint

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Stories

			_ Phone calls

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			_ Post cards

			_ Informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Stories

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani).

			

			
			


			


			

			Upper Intermediate level

			(B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)

			
			


			
			This course is composed of classes dedicated to further developing such skills as: formulating opinions; making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material; narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes; reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences.

			Students will begin the course by reviewing material from the previous courses.

			This language course will allow students to reinforce their grammar skills and increase their ability to understand, speak, read and write Italian, while emphasizing the development of reading comprehension. It includes an introduction to new grammar skills, with continued vocabulary study, conversational practice, short composition, cultural and literary readings and some work with video. Group work and role-play are used extensively to develop these skills. The course is conducted in Italian from the first day. Homework will be corrected during class time which will allow the students to self-correct and understand why a specific grammar point works the way it does. During classes, students will produce some written documents concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students). Students can ask their teacher for any extra materials they may need to further personalize their program, or to review grammar skills.


			


			
			Hours: 56

			Class Schedule: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00-10.30 or 11.00-12.30.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students will be expected to come to all classes prepared to actively participate in oral and written work. Attendance is absolutely mandatory for this class. Absences will lower the final grade.

			_ 30% Class performance (participation and attendance). Classes will involve much student-student and student-instructor interaction in more open-ended conversation. The quality of interaction will have a significant effect on the course grade.

			_ 20% Homework (written) Effort and enthusiasm will count as much as accuracy in preparation.

			_ 20% Mid-term exam (written).

			_ 20% Final exam (oral, final paper presentation).

			_ 10% Final working paper – written in class: students will produce some written documentation concerning their own experience in Venice as a foreign student (e.g. short Venice guide for foreign students).


			


			
			
			Syllabus

			Grammar

			Review of:

			_ Simple present tense (regular and irregular)

			_ Simple past

			_ Simple future tense

			_ Reflexive verbs

			_ Use of the partitive ne

			_ Imperfect past tense

			_ Simple past (perfect tense) and imperfect used together

			_ Agreement of the direct pronouns with the perfect tense

			_ Formal/informal use of the imperative

			_ Stare+gerundio: present continuous

			_ Introduction to subjunctive (present)

			_ Si impersonale

			_ Pronouns

			_ Use of ci

			_ Relative pronouns (che, chi)

			_ Introduction to conditional (present)

			
			



			Introduction to:

			_ relative pronouns (cui)

			_ subjunctive (present, past)

			_ conditional (present, past)

			_ impersonal (si impersonale con verbi riflessivi)

			_ conditional clause (primo e secondo tipo)

			_ in-depth examination of prepositions

			
			


			
			Communicative areas

			_ Formulating opinions

			_ Making judgments and suggestions, in oral and written form, on selected issues presented in the reading material

			_ Narrating in oral and written form using different verbal tenses and modes

			_ Reading, comprehending and analysing newspaper, magazine articles and movie sequences

			
			


			
			Oral comprehension

			_ Dialogues

			_ Songs

			_ Videos and movies sequences

			_ Advertisements

			
			


			
			Written comprehension

			_ Writing formal and informal letters

			_ Instructions

			_ Warnings and messages

			_ Announcements

			_ Narrative passages

			_ Newspaper and magazine articles

			
			


			
			Oral expression and vocabulary

			_ Face-to-face conversation

			_ Instructions

			_ Descriptions

			_ Tales

			_ Role play

			
			


			
			Written expression

			Formal and informal letters

			_ Diary pages

			_ Tales

				_ Summarizing a narrative text

			

			
			


			
			Tutoring

			Students can ask their teacher for any extra assistance they may need to personalize their program further or to review specific grammar points.

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography

			Textbook:

			Workbook of Istituto Venezia 2 (selection of authentic teaching materials and selected teaching materials from textbooks such as Espresso, Chiaro, Domani, Un giorno in Italia and Magari).

			

			
			
 	
			
 			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice – F2504

					
			



			Cosimo Monteleone

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			


			


			
			Course description

			After the early works of Florentine painters, Venice became the place of privilege for practical experimentation and the theoretical diffusion of linear perspective. The passing of the baton from Florence to Venice occurred when Luca Pacioli published the Summa (1494) and the De divina proportione (1509), which disseminated the contents of the works of Piero della Francesca, in particular the De prospectiva pingendi. Indeed, it is precisely at the turn of the new century that interest in the theory of perspective and Platonic and Archimedean polyhedra began to grow in the lagoon; it is therefore not surprising that, among the painters’ tutors there were also mathematicians such as Girolamo Malatini, who was master of perspective of Giovanni and Gentile Bellini as well as of Vittore Carpaccio.

			In works such as Venetie MD by Jacopo de’ Barbari, the Procession in St. Mark’s Square by Gentile Bellini, and the Legend of Saint Ursula by Carpaccio, the city, represented in perspective, coincides with the painted scene while architecture plays the role of co-protagonist together with man. Over time, the illusory architecture conquered the private palaces (Paolo Veronese, villa Barbaro in Maser), the public and religious spaces (Cristoforo and Stefano Rosa, vestibule of the Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana and ceiling of the church of Santa Maria dell’Orto) and the first permanent theaters (Andrea Palladio and Vincenzo Scamozzi, the Olimpico in Vicenza). In this context, Venetian publishing houses were complicit in the freeing of architecture as a new ‘subject’ of artistic representation, printing the treatises dedicated to perspective. Although brief and confusing, a first examination of the perspective theory and its application in theatrical scenes appeared in Venice with the Secondo Libro dell’Architettura by Sebastiano Serlio (1545), but the first complete and geometrically correct work was La pratica della perspettiva by Daniele Barbaro (1568). The Venetian nobleman, author of the most important Italian translation of Vitruvius’s De Architectura, was also a patron of Palladio, Alessandro Vittoria and Veronese. Indeed, he addressed his treatise on perspective to painters, sculptors and architects, providing descriptions of machinery to facilitate perspective drawing and organizing the discussion around a series of exercises dedicated to Platonic and Archimedean polyhedra. For the drafting of his treatise Barbaro confessed to having studied with Giovanni Zamberti, another Venetian mathematician influenced by Luca Pacioli. The circle thus closes.

			This course offers an unusual reading of Venetian art, linking perspective, mathematics, publishing, painting and architecture. Its purpose is to examine in depth all the possible cultural nuances that are hidden behind a work of art. For this reason, the course investigates Venetian culture, transversally embracing science and art but also philosophy, theatrical scenes and literature. Renaissance Venice can be considered the cultural engine of Europe since its publishing houses reached every part of the known world. Hinging on the history of representation, this course aims to develop a critical method for interpreting the history of art and architecture more widely, contextualizing Venice in the Italian and European cultural landscape.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			This course will stimulate student’s curiosity and ability to observe, read and think critically about artistic pieces of art. This will be made possible through the conscious use of historiographical and iconographic sources, web resources, a bibliography, and contemporary criticism. In particular:

			1. Students will develop their awareness and understanding of the Renaissance Venice cultural world through an in-depth study of original documents, critical essays and direct observation of the art and architectural works. They will enhance their skills of visual analysis and foster their visual literacy.

			2. By strengthening their knowledge of Renaissance Venice’s cultural contest (analysis of scientific treatises, the idea that the world was mathematically organized, the problem of proportion in architecture and vision, the social repercussion of the use of perspective for painters, the rebirth of ancient theatrical literature and scenes), students will be better able to critically understand the representation of architecture in works of art. This course instills the principle that the ‘meaning’ of a work of art depends as much on the knowledge of the viewer as the intentions of an artist or a patron. Students come to understand that a works of art offer information not necessarily communicated by other types of historical evidence.

			3. Students will be introduced to a wide array of materials and methods. These will include traditional and historical practices as well as digital analysis of the works of art. They will discover that painted architecture is only apparently visually correct because painters deform and scale architectures like the backdrops of a theatrical set, to make it plausible to the eye of the observer. These operations are necessary because vision does not coincide with geometric perspective, but it is also a matter of mental correction.

			4. This course offers a broad understanding of the interactions among mathematics, art and architecture across Renaissance Venice culture, through real examples of art and architectural works. In showing how a work of art reflects the cultural values of the society from which it arose, this course is intended not only for art and architectural history students but it is also addressed to all the students interested in knowing the cultural and artistic Renaissance heritage left to the world by Venice, the city they have chosen for studying.

			5. This course transfers instruments for a more scientific approach, observation and reading of the work of art and architecture, which facilitate students’ learning by promoting critical thinking and observing. Abandoning a traditional didactic model, essentially notional, we can identify paths that allow students to become more effective in learning lessons related to art and architecture. This course can serve as a point of departure for research and to some extent can provide a scheme to follow.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			This is a course that surveys the historical factors which made Venice such a receptive setting for the patronage and cultivation of intellectual and artistic ideas during the Renaissance. A constellation of mathematicians (Luca Pacioli, Bartolomeo and Giovanni Zamberti, Girolamo Malatini), humanists and patrons (Pietro Bembo, Ermolao and Daniele Barbaro, Pietro Aretino, Andrea Gritti), artists (Jacopo de’ Barbari, Giovanni and Gentile Bellini, Vittore Carpaccio, Paolo Veronese, Jacopo Tintoretto, Cristoforo and Stefano Rosa, Albrecht Dürer, Giorgio Vasari), and architects (Andrea Palladio, Jacopo Sansovino, Sebastiano Serlio) prepared the ground for making architecture and its perspectival representation powerful means of communication.


			


			
			The topics that will be covered in the course comprise four large areas:

			_ Overview of the cultural background in Renaissance Venice;

			_ From the theory of perspective to the representation of architecture;

			_ Architecture, painting and theatrical scenes;

			_ Analysis of Renaissance Venice works of art.

			
			


			
			During lessons, slides will be shown to introduce the students to the areas of the course listed above.

			Lectures will be complemented by visits to Venice, museums, art galleries, churches and palaces. Moreover, international experts and scholars will be invited to present specific topics of the course. The traditional approach of lecture is intended to be implemented by students by collaborative interaction. The goal is not only to impart information but also to develop cognitive skills and to enhance research attitudes of students, following a simple motto: “The one who does the work does the learning”. So, during lessons questioning techniques will be applied to encourage higher-order thinking skills. Part of each lesson will be dedicated to the presentation of the didactic materials assigned for personal study. The students will be invited to comment in class on the contents of the didactic material. To keep student’s curiosity high, the last part of each lesson will introduce the topic of the next one, discussing about what they expect to hear. Since from the beginning of the course the students will be divided in work groups to mix nationalities and individual acquaintances, every group must investigate a topic independently for preparing a brief introductory presentation of it. This group presentation will be performed before the official lecture. This activity will be used to verify, along the way, how students’ aptitudes for research improve and the students can compare their work with the expert’s in-depth themes in order to verify coincidences or gaps with their work.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			The students’ learning status will be evaluated with two short individual exercises during the course, in the form of seminars, each counting for 20% of the final grade (20%+20%=40%). One group presentation of one topic will count for 20% (40%+20%=60%), the remaining 40% will be given according to the results of the final exam, which will consist of a discussion about the themes developed during the course.

			_ 20% group presentation

			_ 20% 1st individual exercise

			_ 20% 2nd individual exercise

			_ 40% Final discussion
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			Course description

			Knowledge of cultures and societies beyond the boundaries of Europe was and is created by texts and images. The impact of images tends to be underestimated. Compared with studies of texts, studies of photography and films have been neglected for a long time. Both media were invented in the 19th century when European colonial expansion had reached its peak. Mechanically produced images contributed to the legitimation of the colonial project and created collective phantasies and misconceptions with astonishingly long lives. In the social sciences, especially in anthropology, photographs have been used for the documentation and analysis of races and cultures around the world. With the development of moving pictures, debates about the “nature” of mechanically produced images and their relation to reality came up: Do photographs and films represent empirical realities or are they primarily products of imagination? This question continues to be discussed. Although pictures are subject to various kinds of manipulation, they are nevertheless still considered to be proof of specific external realities. The discussion of visual representations of the cultural other adds the dimension of power. What kind of power relations existed at the time the pictures were taken? Who owns, manipulates and distributes the images today? These and other questions are discussed from a historical perspective in an attempt to discover continuities and trace changes in the general approach to images. Modern print media, TV-coverage and representations of other cultures in Hollywood movies are included in the corpus to be discussed.

			The seminar addresses the following themes: visual technologies and evolutionary thought in the 19th century; images produced by the colonized; visual representations of independence movements; the anthropological study of the cultural other; the ontology of images from a transcultural perspective; photography and film in the social sciences; visual versus textual representations; images, power and the construction of social realities.

			
			


			
			Requirements

			No previous knowledge is required. This course is open to all students who have completed the first 2 semesters of their bachelor’s degree.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Every week, one text from a reader will be read to prepare for the next session.

			All students will be expected to write three short essays (1.5 to 2.5 pages) during the semester and present them in class. The chosen topic may be from any kind of visual format for a more general comparison.

			There will be an oral examination at the end of the semester.

			
			



			Assessment

			Students’ grades will be composed of three pillars:

			_ 30%. Three short essays

			_ 30%. Class participation

			_ 40%. Oral examination

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			Photography as a Technique and as a Method

			
			Readings

			Sontag, S. (n.d.). “On Photography”. In Communication in History. Technology, Culture, Society, edited by D. Crowley and P. Heyer, 174-177. New York: Longman.

			

			

			
			Week 2

			
			The Beginning of Photographic Representation of the Cultural Other

			
			Readings

			Egan, S. (2006). “‘Yet in a Primitive Condition’: Edward C. Curtis’s North American Indian”. American Art 20 (3): 58-83.

			

			

			
			Week 3

			
			The Visible and the Invisible in Pictorial Representation

			
			Readings

			Suhr, C. and Willerslev, R. (2012). “Can Film Show the Invisible?”. Cultural Anthropology 53 (3): 282-301.

			

			

			
			Week 4

			
			The Beginning of Filming the Cultural Other

			
			Readings

			Huhndorf, S.M. (2000). “Nanook and his Contemporaries: Imagining Eskimos in American Culture, 1897-1922”. Critical Inquiry 27 (1): 122-48.

			

			

			
			Week 5

			
			Orientalism as the Larger Context of Cultural Representation

			
			Readings

			Burney, S. (2012). “Orientalism: The Making of the Other”. Counterpoints 417: 23-39.

			

			

			
			Week 6

			
			Photographs and Other Forms of Materialities

			
			Readings

			Wintley, C. (2016). “Material Histories. Objects and Imaginings of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands”. In Manifestations of History. Time, Space, and Community in the Andaman Islands, edited by F. Heidemann and P. Zehmisch. Delhi: Primus: 54-74.

			

			

			
			Week 7

			
			The Beginning of Photography in China

			
			Readings

			Gu, Y. (2013). “What’s in a Name? Photography and the Reinvention of Visual Truth in China, 1840-1911”. The Art Bulletin 95 (1): 120-38.

			

			

			
			Week 8

			
			Photography and Surveillance

			
			Readings

			Tagg, J. (1999). “Evidence, Truth, and Order. A means of Surveillance”. In Visual Culture. The Reader, edited by J. Evans and S. Hall. London: Sage: 244-73.

			

			

			
			Week 9

			
			Photography as a Process and as a Proof

			
			Readings

			Roberts, J. (2009). “Photography after the Photograph. Event, Archive, and the Non-Symbolic”. Oxford Art Journal 32 (2): 283-98.

			

			

			
			Week 10

			
			The Shifting Power of Representation

			
			Readings

			Stoddart, J., Marcus, A. and Hicks, D. (2014). “The Burden of Historical Representation. The Case of/for Indigenous Film”. The History Teacher 48 (1): 9-36.

			

			

			
			Week 11

			
			Anthropological Filmmaking in the 21st Century

			
			Readings

			MacDougall, D. (2006). “Social Aesthetics and the Doon School”. In The Coporeal Image, edited by D. MacDougall. Princeton: Princeton University Press: 95-119.

			

			

			
			Week 12

			
			Summary and Conclusion: Photography and History

			
			Readings

			Edwards, E. (2001). “Photography and the Performance of History”. Kronos 27: 15-29.
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			Further Readings

			Edwards, E. (1992). Anthropology and Photography, 1860-1920. New Haven (Yale University Press).

			MacDougall, D. (2005). The Corporeal Image. Film, Ethnography and the Senses. Princeton (Princeton University Press).
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			Course description

			Thirty years after the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action at the Fourth World Conference on Women, the year 2025 will be significant for reflecting on and assessing progress, achievements, and shortcomings in gender equality and women’s empowerment. In this context this semester’s course will focus on forms and practices of political participation from a gender perspective, examining interactions between political actors, institutions involved in policy-making as well as grassroots movements and collective efforts to advocate for rights.

			The course provides students from various disciplinary and geo-cultural backgrounds with the opportunity to learn, reflect, and discuss the impact of gender inequalities on political participation in all its forms, globally and locally and trans-locally. It also invites students to explore how these issues can be addressed and analyzed, in different geo-cultural contexts and at different levels.

			Thanks to the co-teaching modality, hence building on the expertise of two teachers, and alongside a common critical and decolonial approach and methodology, the course adopts a trans-disciplinary trajectory and engages students in theories, analyses and practices of political participation in diverse areas, such as: housing, climate change, health care, social issues, fight against violence, communication and digital developments.

			The course will offer insights into the following:

			_ Issues related to political participation through grassroots movements, mobilizations, and uprisings from a gender, transfeminist, and decolonial perspective. In recent years, the landscape of feminist and transfeminist movements has been evolving, particularly in Latin America and Europe. These movements are increasingly shaped by key concepts such as decoloniality, transfeminism, and intersectionality. A decolonial perspective has emerged as a powerful critique of Western feminism, challenging its assumptions and proposing alternative frameworks. Community feminism, for instance, has gained traction in countries like Bolivia and Guatemala, offering a more localized and culturally specific approach to gender issues. From the transfeminist perspective, one of the most significant developments in recent times has been the #NiUnaMenos movement, which originated in Argentina, but has since spread across Latin America and even into Western countries. This movement exemplifies how feminist struggles can transcend borders and unite women across diverse contexts. Intersectionality has become a crucial lens through which these struggles are understood and fought. Afro-Latin American feminism, for example, addresses the unique challenges faced by women at the intersection of gender and racial discrimination. Similarly, LGBTQ+ movements have forged important relationships with feminist movements, recognizing shared goals and challenges. Increasingly, feminist movements are also engaging with broader societal issues such as the right to the city, climate change, and the global debt crisis. These struggles have given rise to innovative political practices. The lessons in this section will be accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography of texts for discussion and specific research, presented as case studies. Students will be required to write two reaction papers on designated topics.

			_ Issues of diversity and inclusion in the media, communication and digital and challenges in different societies, framing media inequality issues within the reflection of democratic quality and political participation. Issues of media un/equal representation, unfair/exclusive language and use of images in news stories, professional practices of news making and political reporting, harassment and violence against women in politics and public life, will allow students to gain a good understanding of intersecting axes of power and privilege, such as race, age, sexual orientation, that play a role in media operations, and their implication for political participation. Furthermore, the role of advocacy in promoting diversity and inclusion in the media and communication at the local, national and supranational level. This part of the course builds on a number of international projects and available resources, including from the Global Media Monitoring Project (GMMP) 2025 edition and the EU-funded project (DG Justice, CERV-2022-24) titled “Rewriting the Story. Gender, Media and Politics” coordinated by the International Federation of Journalists. Students will have access to a set of international resources which are now accessible through the AGEMI Platform.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Through the course students will acquire:

			_ Knowledge about scholarly works and scholarly communities that are engaged with the course topics, with contributions from different contexts, including theoretical and practice oriented.

			_ A good understanding of the democratic un/development and democratic principles of access, inclusion, participation, pluralism, and equality.

			_ Elements to support gender critical analysis of contemporary realities, such as analytical frameworks and methodological competences for investigating different realities that characterise knowledge and network societies in relation to course topics.

			_ A grounded gender-aware perspective through which participation processes and practices can be understood, particularly about stereotyped, discriminatory, unbalanced representation of women and men in politics and public life, why this inequality affects women disproportionately, and related implications and possible ways of addressing building on good practices.


			



			Transversal competences will also be acquired through interactive learning, engagement with peers, group work, international exchanges:

			_ Autonomous judgement

			_ Critical rethinking of knowledge development and sharing

			_ Decolonial approach to political analysis

			_ Communication abilities & public speaking

			_ Collaborative modes to produce new knowledge

			
			


			
			Requirements

			No specific preliminary knowledge is required. Students are expected to be ready to engage in multi-vocal discussions, open to novel topics and innovative modalities in teaching. They should have basic understanding concerning the transformation, role and social implications of democracies in today’s context; curiosity for the global dimension of mobilizations for social justice; interest in research work, including group work, and critical discussions. Good knowledge of the English language is also required.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			_ Presentations by the teachers

			_ Readings, screening videos and class discussions

			_ Interactive sessions through online learning tools such as Wooclap and Padlet or physical cards, learning diaries, reaction papers

			_ Group activities, and project work and collective restitutions of the work done

			_ Research-to-advocacy design and planning and/or research to policy and advocacy brief drafting: building on the acquired knowledge, students will be invited to develop (small) projects which may include policy and advocacy briefs. Thus, students will have an opportunity to contribute in making change in participatory practices in their own contexts from a comparative perspective, and to foster women’s engagement in politics and public life around specific themes and in specific settings.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			All activities carried out during the course constitute elements of evaluation and contribute to the final grade. Final evaluation takes into consideration:

			_ 30%. The overall participation of students in class discussions and activities.

			_ 30%. Individual reading and writing assignments, such as posts in Padlet and reaction papers.

			_ 40%. Commitment, autonomy and creativity in conducting themed group research work (design, elaboration and presentation of group work activities, including policy and advocacy briefs) making use of the knowledge and transversal competence acquired during the course.

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Week 0: 8-12 September 2025

			
			Orientation

			


			Week 1: 17 September 2025

			
			Introduction to course and participants presentation, exploring the field, positioning ourselves

			(Claudia Padovani & Lorenza Perini)

			


			Week 2: 24 September 2025

			
			Political participation from a gender lenses: institutional frameworks, agencies and policies; feminist mobilization histories and current developments

			(Claudia Padovani & Lorenza Perini)

			


			Week 3: 1 October 2025

			
			Diversity, inclusion in media and communication and democratic participation

			(Claudia Padovani)

			


			Week 4: 8 October 2025

			
			The GMMP 2025 & Rewriting the Story

			Round table with special guests: Italian participants in GMMP 2025 and European coordinator

			(Claudia Padovani)

			


			Week 5: 15 October 2025

			
			Mobilizing glocally around media, communication and digital developments

			Reaction paper 1

			(Claudia Padovani)

			


			Week 6: 22 October 2025

			
			Students to develop projects to foster equality, inclusion and participation across the media ecosystem

			(Claudia Padovani)

			


			



			MIDTERM BREAK: 31 OCTOBER 2025

			MIDTERM WEEK (NO CLASS)


			Week 7: 5 November 2025

			
			Into the decolonial trans-feminist and intersectional perspective in political participation: theories and problems

			(Lorenza Perini)

			


			Week 8: 12 November 2025

			
			Focus on the movements in Latin America and Europe: practices and cases – part I

			(Lorenza Perini)

			


			Week 9: 14 November 2025

			
			Possible field trip to Laguna Libre to meet FIERCE coordinator

			(Claudia Padovani & Lorenza Perini)

			


			Week 10: 19 November 2025

			
			Focus on the movements in Latin America and Europe: practices and cases – part II

			(Lorenza Perini)

			


			Week 11: 26 November 2025

			
			Reaction paper 2

			


			Week 12: 3 December 2025

			
			Students to develop projects to connect to intersectional struggles from decolonial perspective

			


			Week 13: 10 December 2025

			
			Finalizing students’ projects and connecting issues. Preparing for final presentation

			Wrap up of course themes and issues and moving forward

			


			Exam week: 18 December

			
			Exam week and Closing Ceremony

			Students’ presentation of projects to Globalization Program participants (and organizers)
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			Further suggested readings, video and learning resources will be accessed through themed sections in the AGEMI Platform and will be proposed by the teacher following class discussions and emerging interests.
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			Course description

			Michael Dobson, director of the prestigious Shakespeare Institute in Stratford-upon-Avon (part of the University of Birmingham) and an eminent Shakespearean scholar, wrote about the elevation of Shakespeare to the status of the national poet in The Making of the National Poet: Shakespeare, Adaptation, and Authorship, 1600-1769. However, it was not Prof. Dobson but theatre practitioners, critics, and journalists during the Restoration and 18th century who made Shakespeare England’s timeless Bard. For Dobson, Shakespeare has always been “the lingua franca of world drama”, a global phenomenon that, though originating in Elizabethan England, has long transcended its national boundaries. The first foreign-language translation of a Shakespeare play, Romeo and Juliet appeared in Germany in 1604. Since then, Shakespeare’s works have been translated into over 100 languages and performed more often than those of any other playwright. Shakespeare’s plays were already touring the Baltic region during his lifetime, making him not merely England’s Bard, but a global one.

			Shakespeare’s plays have been adapted into numerous artistic forms beyond the stage, including film, television, opera, ballet, novels, animation, manga, and even video games. The adaptation of Shakespeare to film began as early as the late 19th century, coinciding with the birth of the film industry. From the start, this was an international affair, with numerous adaptations being produced not only in the United States, but also in France and Italy – two of the oldest cinematic nations. During the silent film era, Shakespeare adaptations were widely traded across Europe and North America. In Eastern cinema, Shakespearean adaptations became more prominent after World War II, with frequent adaptations emerging in countries like India, China, and Japan.

			This course will explore how Shakespeare’s plays, Macbeth and Romeo and Juliet, have been adapted into films in both Western countries, such as the United States and Italy, and Eastern countries, including India, Japan, China, and Hong Kong. We will also examine how these adaptations reflect cultural appropriation in both English-speaking and non-English-speaking contexts. In particular, we will analyze how Macbeth, a story of ambition, regicide, succession, fate, guilt, paranoia, tyranny, civil war, and madness, is reinterpreted in various historical, cultural, and linguistic settings. This analysis will include close readings of Orson Welles’ Macbeth (USA, 1948), Akira Kurosawa’s Throne of Blood (Japan, 1957), Vishal Bhardwaj’s Maqbool (India, 2004), and Tang Shu-wing’s Macbeth (Hong Kong, 2015). Similarly, we will explore how Romeo and Juliet, a tale of tragic romance, feud between families, the dichotomy of good and evil, fate, chance, and patriarchal power, is adapted into different cultural contexts, including Italian, Indian, American, and Chinese (Hong Kong) interpretations. Our analysis will focus on Franco Zeffirelli’s Romeo and Juliet (UK/Italy, 1968), Raj Kapoor’s Bobby (India, 1973), Baz Luhrmann’s Romeo + Juliet (USA, 1996), and Jingle Ma’s The Butterfly Lovers (Hong Kong, 2008).

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			Students are required to read Shakespeare’s Macbeth and Romeo and Juliet either in the original English or in translation, with particular focus on the historical, social, ideological, and cultural values these texts represent. Whether they are already familiar with Shakespeare’s works or not, students are expected to develop a solid understanding of these plays. By watching and analyzing their film adaptations from both Eastern and Western countries, students will gain valuable insights into the similarities and differences between Eastern and Western filmmakers and audiences, particularly regarding ideological, aesthetic, artistic, and moral values. Additionally, through exploring these global texts and their local adaptations, students will come to appreciate the dual tendencies of globalization: its universalizing and localizing forces.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			This course combines lectures and seminars, which include my lectures, student presentations, and class discussions. There will be weekly film screenings, open to VIU students and staff, or alternatively, students may view the films individually or in groups online. The required reading for all students includes Shakespeare’s Macbeth and Romeo and Juliet. In addition, a range of supplementary readings will be suggested for student presentations and self-study. Students will be assessed based on their attendance, completion of reading assignments, presentations, participation in seminar discussions, and written assignments.
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			Essential readings
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			Filmography
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			Course description

			Cultural heritage is inextricably linked to national identities. Nation-States are proud of their past, their traditions, their skills and crafts, their language and literature and their ancient monuments. They exhibit artefacts in national museums, organise cultural days with regional costumes and local traditions and welcome international tourism to archaeological sites and historic buildings. In this course, we discuss these processes in three neighbouring countries in South Asia (and beyond): India, with a Hindu majority, tribal cultures and a large Muslim minority, is building new temples and redefining international relations with its neighbours. Sri Lanka, which has recently experienced an ethnic war between the Buddhist majority and the Tamil Hindu minority, is returning to old Sinhalese traditions. the Maldives, with a 100% Muslim society and a growing number of international tourists, ignores its pre-Islamic past and celebrates Muslim freedom fighters. These three countries are each pursuing nationalist policies and rewriting their history in a new global context. We will discuss (and search for online evidence) how cultural heritage has been reconstructed in the wake of nationalist development and place these processes in a global context. Seminar participants are welcome to bring case studies from other parts of the world into our discussion.

			The seminar addresses the following themes: cultural heritage, representation of cultures in national museums, nationalism, national identity, globalising cultural heritage, cultural heritage in electronic media, South Asia, India, Sri Lanka, the Maldives.

			
			


			
			Requirements

			No previous knowledge is required. This course is open to all students who have completed the first 2 semesters of their bachelor’s degree.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			Every week, one text from a reader will be read to prepare for the next session.

			All students will be expected to write three short essays (1.5 to 2.5 pages) during the semester and present them in class. The chosen topic may be from any kind of visual format for a more general comparison.

			There will be an oral examination at the end of the semester.

			
			



			Assessment

			Students’ grades will be composed of three pillars:

			_ 30%. Three short essays

			_ 30%. Class participation

			_ 40%. Oral examination

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			Introduction to Identity, Heritage and Globalization

			
			Compulsory readings

			Sonkoly, G. and Vahtikari, T. (2018). Innovation in Cultural Heritage Research. European Commission. Definitions and University Websites (read Word document)

			

			


			Week 2

			
			Introduction to post-colonial history of India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives

			
			Compulsory readings

			Stein, B. (2010) [1998]. A History of India (2nd ed.). Wiley-Blackwell.

			

			


			Week 3

			
			Cultural Heritage policy and nationalism in India

			
			Compulsory readings

			Lefèvre, C. (2020). “Heritage Politics and Policies in Hindu Rashtra”. South Asia Multidisciplinary Academic Journal, 24/25, Article 6728, 1-33.

			

			


			Week 4

			
			Celebrating cultural diversity in India

			
			Compulsory readings

			Kumar, S. and Singh, R.P.B. (2015). “Cultural Heritage Tourism in Ayodhya-Faizabad”. The Geographer, 62(2), 66-74.

			

			


			Week 5

			
			Small Museum and local forms of saving cultural heritage

			
			Compulsory readings

			Hoon, V. and Mohammed, K.G. (2022). Maliku Museum: Collection of Items in Maliku Museum. read pdf

			

			


			Week 6

			
			Decoloniality and heritage in Sri Lanka

			
			Compulsory readings

			Haputhanthri, H., Juleff, G. and Sanathanan, T. (2024). “Heritage and Decoloniality: Reflections from Sri Lanka”. American Anthropologist, 1, 1-6.

			Wijesuriya, G. (2007). “The Restoration of the Temple of the Tooth Relic in Sri Lanka: A Post-Conflict Cultural Response to Loss of Identity”. In Stanley-Price, N. (ed.), Cultural Heritage in Postwar Recovery. International Centre for the Study of Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property, 87-97.

			

			


			Week 7

			
			Crafts and Heritage in Sri Lanka

			
			Compulsory readings

			Handapangoda, W.S., Madduma Bandara, Y.M.H. and Kumara, U.A. (2019). “Exploring Tradition in Heritage Tourism: The Experience of Sri Lanka’s Traditional Mask Art”. Journal of Heritage Studies, 25(4).

			Wijesuriya, G. (2007). “The Restoration of the Temple of the Tooth Relic in Sri Lanka: A Post-Conflict Cultural Response to Loss of Identity”. In Stanley-Price, N. (ed.), Cultural Heritage in Postwar Recovery. International Centre for the Study of Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property, 87-97.

			

			


			Week 8

			
			Architectural heritage in the Maldives

			
			Compulsory readings

			Jameel, M.M. and Ahmad, Y. (n.d.). Architectural Heritage of Maldives and Its Revival Through Tourism. University of Malaya.

			

			


			Week 9

			
			Heritage and Tourism in the Maldives

			
			Compulsory readings

			Müller, K. and Wille, B. (2019). “Materiality and Mobility: Comparative Notes on Heritagization in the Indian Ocean World”. In Schnepel, B. and Sen, T. (eds.), Travelling Pasts: The Politics of Cultural Heritage in the Indian Ocean World. Brill, 81-106.

			

			


			Week 10

			
			Case Studies beyond South Asia

			
			Compulsory readings

			Falser, M.S. (2014). “From a Colonial Reinvention to Postcolonial Heritage and a Global Commodity: Performing and Re-Enacting Angkor Wat and the Royal Khmer Ballet”. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 20(7-8), 702-723.

			

			


			Week 11

			
			Placing South Asian heritage politics in a global context

			
			Compulsory readings

			Wilkin, N., Garrow, D. and Ryder, C. (2024). “From Overlooked Objects to Digital ‘Icons’: Evaluating the Role of Social Media in Exhibition Making and the Creation of More Participatory and Democratic Museums”. International Journal of Heritage Studies.

			

			


			Week 12

			
			Rethinking “Heritage” in the context of global identity politics

			
			Compulsory readings

			TBD
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			Kumar, S. and Singh, R.P.B. (2015). “Cultural Heritage Tourism in Ayodhya-Faizabad”. The Geographer, 62(2), 66-74.
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			Wilkin, N., Garrow, D. and Ryder, C. (2024). “From Overlooked Objects to Digital ‘Icons’: Evaluating the Role of Social Media in Exhibition Making and the Creation of More Participatory and Democratic Museums”. International Journal of Heritage Studies.

			
			


			
			Further readings

			Berger, P. (2012). “Theory and Ethnography in the Modern Anthropology of India”. HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory, 2(2), 325-357.

			Hooper, G. (ed.) (2018). Heritage at the Interface: Interpretation and Identity. University Press of Florida.

			Sökefeld, M. (1999). “Debating Self, Identity, and Culture in Anthropology”. Current Anthropology, 40(4), 417-447.

			Woodward, S.C. and Crooke, L. (eds.) (2023). World Heritage: Concepts, Management and Conservation. Routledge.

			

 	
			
 			Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights: Regulating Business for More Welfare and Human Rights – F2509

					
			



			Damiano Canapa

			Université de Lausanne

			

				
			



			Course description

			The aim of this course is to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of how business can be regulated to ensure an efficient application of human rights and increased welfare, e.g. through increased environmental protection. After some introductory chapters that will assess how and why business should be regulated, the European framework regarding the corporate sustainability reporting and corporate sustainability due diligence will be analysed. Other classes will relate to corporate liability in case of a violation of the obligations reporting or due diligence directive, on social entrepreneurship through a model such as the B Corp Certification or to decision processes in companies. The class will end with the assessment of how competition law can take into account, in assessment of undertakings between undertakings or merger control, elements relating to environmental protection or the protection of human rights.

			
			


			
			Learning outcomes

			The course will allow students with different academic backgrounds to understand current issues and differences relating to the regulation of business with a purpose towards increased welfare and human rights. A broad spectrum of relevant disciplines is involved (sociology, economics, law) to understand political and legal implications of various solutions to regulate markets and maintain competition. The knowledge such gained is of importance in different situations: academia, practice, politics or culture. Students will be aware of the way business regulation can take into account such goals.

			
			


			
			Teaching methods

			The course will be taught using a combination of preparatory readings (articles, book chapters, court and administrative authority decisions) and class discussions. The readings, which will be distributed in advance, will be compulsory and form the basis of the discussions. The course materials structure the entire course program. Review questions will accompany the readings, which will have to be prepared by the students and to debate them in class.

			
			


			
			Assessment

			_ 2-hour written final essay: 70% of the final course mark

			_ Class participation: 15% of the final course mark.

			_ Essay and short presentation in class: 15% of the final course mark

			
			


			
			
			Syllabus

			
			Week 1

			
			Introduction: the purpose of regulating business for more welfare and human rights

			


			Week 2

			
			Why regulate business and with which institutions? – I

			
			Readings

			Komesar, N.K. (1994). Choosing Institutions in Law, Economics and Public Policy. University of Chicago Press. Chs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9.

			

			


			Week 3

			
			Why regulate business and with which institutions? – I

			
			Readings

			Komesar, N.K. (1994). Choosing Institutions in Law, Economics and Public Policy. University of Chicago Press. Chs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9.

			

			


			Week 4

			
			The international framework

			
			Readings 

			TBD

			

			


			Week 5

			
			Non-financial reporting in the EU

			
			Readings

			Directive (EU) 2022/2464 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 December 2022 amending Regulation (EU) No 537/2014, Directive 2004/109/EC, Directive 2006/43/EC and Directive 2013/34/EU, as regards corporate sustainability reporting, OJ L322/15

			

			


			Week 6

			
			Corporate due diligence in the EU

			
			Readings

			European Commission, Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence and and amending Directive (EU) 2019/1937, COM/2022/71

			

			


			Week 7

			
			Liability in the EU

			
			Readings 

			TBD

			

			


			Week 8

			
			Social entrepreneurship

			Corporate Governance: How to change the decision processes in companies

			
			Readings

			Sunstein, C.R. and Hastie, R. (2014). Wiser. Harvard Business Review Press.

			

			


			Week 9

			
			Competition law and environmental aspects – I

			Economics of competition law

			
			Readings

			Whish, R. and Bailey, D. (2021). Competition Law. Oxford University Press. Chs. 1, 2.

			

			


			Week 10

			
			Competition law and environmental aspects – II 

			Discussion based on decisions of the EU Commission and Court of Justice of the European Union

			


			Week 11

			
			Competition law and environmental aspects – III 

			Discussion based on decisions of the EU Commission and Court of Justice of the European Union

			


			Week 12

			
			Competition law and human rights 

			Discussion based on decisions of the EU Commission and Court of Justice of the European Union

			

			

			
			


			
			
			Bibliography
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 			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development: History and Current Issues in International Law – F2510


			


			
			Jong-Chol An

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			


			



			Course description

			This course aims to apply the concept of global governance to several situations closely relevant to peace, security, cooperation, and development in the global society. The class will start with a general overview of some traditional notions and concepts of international law, such as the State and “international society”, to understand how this community has developed over the centuries, at least from the 16th and 17th centuries, which culminated in the “Westphalian” system in 1648. Then, the topic of war and peace will be followed at the turn of the 20th century with the rise of new actors, such as international organizations. Then, World War I and World War II brought legally binding institutions into global governance. At the same time, non-state actors such as NGOs and transnational corporations have challenged the meaning of the “community of nations” and related to “the law of the nations”. Thus, this course will have seven units that have a specific theme. Each unit has two or three-week topics. Also, a weekly class comprises two meetings. One class will be a lecture and debate, while the other will be devoted to a documentary/short video watching or reading a specific case, followed by a lively discussion. Through this class, students are expected to understand human history and current issues that we face in international peace, development, security, etc.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			_ You are expected to read the weekly reading assignments before the class.

			_ If you anticipate difficulty attending class or completing an assignment, please contact the instructor as soon as possible.

				
			



			Assessment

			_ 20% participation (debate, analysis of the documents, etc.)

			_ 10% short presentation during seminars (summary of reading materials and comments leading to lively discussion)

			_ 20% Mid-term essay (at least three pages, no footnote) on a specific topic related to a student’s presentation.

			_ 50% Final assessment: a paper (around 5,000 words, footnotes included) on one or more cases of a specific topic of their choice. A student must consult a professor about a topic, who will assess its compatibility with the course.

				
			



			
			Syllabus

			This schedule and contents are subject to change.

					
			Unit I. Framework on the International Community


			Week 1

			
			Introduction to Course: sources of International Law

				
			



			New Actors (individuals, transnational corporations, NGOs, non-State entities)

			
			Readings

			Besson, S. and Martí, J.L. (2018). “Legitimate Actors of International Law-Making: Towards a Theory of International Democratic Representation”. Jurisprudence, 9(3), 503-540.

			

					
			



			The Concept of Globalization and Global Governance

			
			Readings

			Zürn, M. (2012). “Globalization and Global Governance”. In Carlsnaes, W., Simmons, B.A. and Risse, T. (eds.), Handbook of International Relations (London, UK: Sage Publications), 401-425.

			Video Clip and Discussion. (Prepare presentation schedule!)

			

			


			Week 2

			
			The Old-World Order, Hugo Grotius (1583-1645), and the Westphalian Treaty (1648)

					
			



			The Old-World Order and Hugo Grotius

			
			Readings

			Carter, J.E. (2021). “Reconsidering the Relationship between Vitoria’s and Grotius’s Contributions to the International Law and Natural Law Traditions”. Journal of Religious Ethics, 49(1), 159-187.

			

					
			



			The Westphalian Treaty and European International Order

			
			Readings

			Sofer, S. (2009). “The Prominence of Historical Demarcations: Westphalia and the New World Order”. Diplomacy & Statecraft, 20(1), 1-19.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Unit II. War and Peace from the Late 19th Century to the First Half of the 20th Century

					
			Week 3

			
			War and Peace in the Late 19th and Early 20th Century: The Russo-Japanese War and Hague Peace Conference

					
			



			Asian World Order and Encounter with European International Order

			
			Readings

			Kang, D.C. (2020). “International Order in Historical East Asia: Tribute and Hierarchy Beyond Sinocentrism and Eurocentrism”. International Organization, 74(1), 65-93.

			


			



			Russo-Japanese War and Hague Peace Conference (1907)

			
			Readings

			Hershey, A.S. (1904). “Some Questions of International Law Arising from the Russo-Japanese War I. Failure to Declare War and Alleged Violation of Korean Neutrality”. The Green Bag, 16, 306-311.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Week 4

			
			Introducing Crime against Peace: Kellogg-Briand Pact (Pact of Paris, 1928)

					
			



			The Road to the Kellogg-Briand Pact

			
			Readings

			Limberg, M. (2014). “‘In Relation to the Pact’: Radical Pacifists and the Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1928–1939”. Peace & Change, 39(3), 395-420.

			


			



			League of Nations and Peace Project

			
			Readings

			Robinson, N. (2022). “‘Sisters in Asia’: The League of Nations and Feminist Anticolonial Internationalism”. Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 47(4), 987-1012.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Unit III. The Prohibition of the Use of Force

					
			Week 5

			
			Practice of Punishing Crime against Peace: Nuremberg Trial, Tokyo Trial, and Military Occupation

					
			



			Introducing Crime Against Peace and Strengthening Crime Against Humanity

			
			Readings

			Kaufman, Z.D. (2009). “The Nuremberg Tribunal V. The Tokyo Tribunal: Designs, Staffs, and Operations”. John Marshall Law Review, 43, 753-768.

			


			



			Military Occupation and International Law

			
			Readings

			An, Jong-Chol (2018). “Modifying the Hague Convention? US Military Occupation of Korea and Japanese Religious Property in Korea, 1945–1948”. Acta Koreana, 21(1), 205-229.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Week 6

			
			UN Charter, the Use of Force, and Peace Keeping: Geneva Convention (1949) and the Korean War (1950–1953)

					
			



			UN Charter and the Use of Force

			
			Readings

			Ruys, T. (2014). “The Meaning of ‘Force’ and the Boundaries of the Jus Ad Bellum: Are ‘Minimal’ Uses of Force Excluded from UN Charter Article 2(4)?”. American Journal of International Law, 108(2), 159-210.

			

					
			



			Geneva Convention and Crime against Humanity

			
			Readings

			Wylie, N. and Crossland, J. (2016). “The Korean War and the Post-War Prisoner of War Regime, 1945–1956”. War in History, 23(4), 439-456.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			



			MID-TERM BREAK

					
			Unit IV. The Fight Against Torture and Transnational Criminality

					
			Week 7

			
			Torture Issues and International Terrorism (the case of ISIS)

					
			



			Post-Cold War and International Terrorism: 9-11 and Afghanistan and Iraq War

			
			Readings

			Levi, W.R. (2009). “Interrogation’s Law”. The Yale Law Journal, 1434-1483.

			


			



			ISIS and International Terrorism

			
			Readings

			Human Rights Council A/HRC/32/CRP.2, “‘They Came to Destroy’: ISIS Crimes Against the Yazidis”. read pdf

			Discussion on Torture Documents. see resource

			

			

					
			Week 8

			
			Money Laundering, Corruption. Human Trafficking and Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property

					
			



			International Corruption and Human Trafficking

			
			Readings

			Simmons, B.A., Lloyd, P. and Stewart, B.M. (2018). “THe Global Diffusion of Law: Transnational Crime and the Case of Human Trafficking”. International Organization, 72(2), 249-281.

			

					
			



			Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property

			
			Readings

			Veres, Z. (2013). “The Fight Against Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property: The 1970 UNESCO Convention and the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention”. Santa Clara Journal of International Law, 12, 91-114.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Unit V. Security and Promotion of Human Rights

					
			Week 9

			
			Existing Mechanism to Protect Human Rights (1): European Court of Human Rights

					
			



			Human Rights Litigation in the EU

			
			Readings

			Haglund, J. and Welch, R.M. (2021). “From Litigation to Rights: The Case of the European Court of Human Rights”. International Studies Quarterly, 65(1), 210-222.

			

					
			



			Migration and Human Rights in the EU

			
			Readings

			Topulli, E. (2016). “Securitization of Migration and Human Rights in Europe”. European Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 1(5), 86-92.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Week 10

			
			Existing Mechanism to Protect Human Rights (II): Russo-Ukraine War (2022-Present), and Palestine/Israel Conflict (2023-Present)

					
			



			What if a UN Permanent Security Member Invaded Another Sovereign State?

			
			Readings

			Wuerth Brunk, I. and Hakimi, M. (2022). “Russia, Ukraine, and the Future World Order”. American Journal of International Law, 116(4), 687-697.

			Azhar, R. et al. (2024). “War in #alleyesonrafah Meme: Unraveling the Implications of the Palestine/Israel Conflict on Young-Children”. IAS Journal of Localities, 2(1), 19-32.

			

					
			



			Wartime Protection of Civilians

			
			Readings

			Bosse, G. (2022). “Values, Rights, and Changing Interests: The EU’s Response to the War Against Ukraine and the Responsibility to Protect Europeans”. Contemporary Security Policy, 43(3), 531-546.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Unit VI. International Cooperation and Development

					
			Week 11

			
			The Right to Development, (In)Tangible Cultural Heritage: UNESCO

					
			



			Right to Development?

			
			Readings

			Declaration of the UN General Assembly A/RES/41/128. read pdf

			Sengupta, A. (2001). “Right to Development as a Human Right”. Economic and Political Weekly, 2527-2536.

			

					
			



			Cultural Heritage Issues and International Law

			
			Readings

			Lixinski, L. (2013). “International Cultural Heritage Regimes, International Law, and the Politics of Expertise”. International Journal of Cultural Property, 20(4) 407-429.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			Unit VII. Environmental Law and Climate Change

					
			Week 12

			
			Environmental Law, Nature, and Rights

					
			



			The Nature and Rights

			
			Readings

			Stone, C.D. (1972). “Should Trees Have Standing?”. Southern California Law Review, 45, 450-501.

			

					
			



			Environment Degradations and Multinational Corporations

			
			Readings

			Kiobel v. Royal Dutch Petroleum Co., 569 U.S. 108.

			Video Clip and Discussion.

			

			

					
			



			Final Exam: December 16, 2025

			(TBD)

			

					
			



			
			Bibliography


			All the reading materials in Moodle. My lecture slides will be uploaded right after each class.

				
			



			Websites

			The International Crimes Database (ICD): study the definitions of “courts” and the following crimes: crimes against humanity, war crimes, genocide, and aggression. Plus, the paper written by the ICRC, International Criminal Justice: The Institutions. read pdf

			Sabin Center for Climate Change Law’s Climate Change Litigation Databases

					
			



			Recommended but non-compulsory readings

			Fassbender, B. and Peters, A. (eds.) (2012). The Oxford Handbook of the History of International Law. Oxford University Press.

			Hathaway, O.A. and Shapiro, S.J. (2018). The Internationalists: And Their Plan to Outlaw War. Penguin Books.

			Mitsilegas, V., Alldridge, P. and Cheliotis, L. (eds.) (2015). Globalisation, Criminal Law and Criminal Justice. Hart Publishing.

			Roberts, A. and Guelff, R. (eds.) (2010). Documents on the Laws of War (3rd ed.). Oxford University Press.

					
			



			Please refer to e-journal sources for your research in various sites, such as Google Scholar, Johns Hopkins University’s Project MUSE, and JSTOR. Please consult your professor if you want to develop your interest further.

			

 	
 			
 			Digital Tools and Cultural Heritage – F2511

					
			



			Fatima Zahra Fakir

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			

					
			



			Course description

			This course provides an in-depth exploration of the intersection between digital technology and cultural heritage preservation and management. In an era where digital tools are revolutionizing how we document, conserve, and share cultural artifacts and monuments, understanding the implications and opportunities of these technologies is essential for professionals in the field of cultural heritage. The course will delve into various aspects of digitization, data management, virtual reality, and augmented reality applications, and their impact on the preservation and interpretation of cultural heritage. Students will gain practical experience with cutting-edge digital tools and technologies while examining the ethical and theoretical frameworks that guide their use. Through a combination of lectures, hands-on workshops, and case studies, participants will develop a holistic understanding of the digital landscape in cultural heritage and be prepared to tackle the challenges and opportunities it presents.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

			_ Analyze the significance of digitization and digital tools in the context of cultural heritage preservation and management.

			_ Demonstrate proficiency in using a variety of digital tools and technologies for cultural heritage documentation and conservation.

			_ Evaluate ethical and legal considerations related to digitization, copyright, and cultural heritage.

			_ Critically assess case studies and best practices in the field of digital cultural heritage.

			_ Develop effective strategies for data management, preservation, and long-term access to digital cultural heritage resources.

					
			



			Assessment

			The course will employ a blend of teaching methods, including lectures, hands-on workshops, group discussions, and guest lectures from industry experts. Evaluation will be based on the following components:

			_ Class Participation and In-Class Activities: 15%

			_ Individual Assignments and Projects: 35%

			_ Midterm Examination: 20%

			_ Final Examination: 20%

			_ Group Presentation: 10%

					
			



			
			Bibliography


			Borowiecki, K.J., Forbes, N. and Fresa, A. (eds.) (2016). Cultural Heritage in a Changing World. Springer.

			Kremers, H. (2020). Digital Cultural Heritage. Springer.

			

 	
 			
 			History, Memory, and Museums: from Socialism to Postsocialism – F2512

					
			



			Ekaterina Melnikova

			European University at St. Petersburg

			

					
			



			Course description

			This course explores how museums in socialist and postsocialist contexts shape, contest, and negotiate historical memory. Focusing on the transition from socialism to postsocialism, we will examine how museums have constructed official narratives, how these narratives have been challenged or reinterpreted, and how museums function as social and political spaces. We will start by reflecting on the role of museums as social institutions that produce and mediate historical memory. How did socialist regimes use museums to craft official histories? What happened to these narratives after the fall of socialism? How have postsocialist museums reinterpreted or challenged those legacies? Throughout the course, we will engage with key theoretical frameworks from new museology and memory studies, focusing on how museums function as sites of memory, politics, and social conflict. We will pay special attention to how museums have transformed in their mission, language, and social roles during the transition from socialism to postsocialism. We use Slavenka Drakulić’s A Guided Tour through the Museum of Communism as our guide, slowly making our way through its chapters, discussing them, and sometimes revisiting the start.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Critically assess the role of museums in socialist and postsocialist contexts.

			_ Apply key theoretical concepts and approaches from new museology and memory studies.

			_ Engage in informed discussions about the challenges and opportunities museums face in representing contested histories and diverse social perspectives in postsocialist societies.

			_ Develop practical skills to critically assess museum exhibitions, programs, and interpretive strategies within the political and cultural frameworks of socialism and postsocialism.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Class participation: 30%

			_ Discussion leadership: 15%

			_ Reflective writings: 20%

			_ Final project: 35%

					
			



			Reflective writing assignment

			Throughout the course, you will complete 8 brief reflective writing assignments designed to help you engage with the topics we cover. These short personal responses require you to describe your experiences or thoughts related to the course material, analyze their significance, and consider what you have learned or how your perspective might be changing. Reflective writing focuses on your own insights and connections but may include formal academic argumentation. These assignments are usually around 300-500 words and are intended to encourage regular, low-pressure engagement with the course content, fostering critical thinking and self-awareness. All writing assignments must be submitted by 8:00 pm at least two days before the class session listed in the syllabus. Each assignment is worth 2.5 points. Late submissions will incur a penalty of 1 point. If an assignment is not submitted, 2.5 points will be deducted from your overall grade.

					
			



			Student-led discussions

			Some of our seminars will involve active student participation as discussion moderators. In these cases, the students are expected to familiarize themselves with the topic and readings in advance, prepare necessary reference materials, present them in class, and develop questions and themes for discussion. Each participant is expected to take on the role of discussion leader for one seminar. You may work in pairs for this assignment. The maximum score for organizing and leading such a seminar is 15 points. During the first week, we will finalize the schedule of these seminars and assign the discussion leaders.

					
			



			Final project

			By the end of this course, you will create your own project for a “museum of socialism”. This project should be grounded in your reflections on the key topics, questions, and issues concerning history, memory, and museums that we discuss during the semester. Feel free to think outside the box! Your project doesn’t have to mirror the museums we examine. Notable examples such as Slavenka Drakulić’s book and the total installation Monument to a Lost Civilization by Ilya & Emilia Kabakov are intended to help you view a museum as more than just a space for objects – as a metaphor and an artistic idea. The length of your project should be 2,500-3,000 words.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 0

			
			Orientation

			


			Week 1

			
			Introductions and Getting Started

					
			



			Class 1: Introductory Session: Getting to know each other. Syllabus and course overview, teaching and evaluation methods, ways to collaborate, topics, issues, and disclaimers.

					
			



			Class 2: Introduction: Memory, History, and Museums

			Discussion: museum experiences

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Write a brief reflection on your experience visiting a museum. You may choose to focus on your most vivid museum memory – whether it was a visit that inspired you, challenged your expectations, or left you puzzled. Alternatively, you can write about your most recent museum or exhibition visit. If possible, select a museum that does more than simply display classic masterpieces – consider a place that encourages critical thinking, produces new knowledge, or prompts you to see familiar things in a new way (though an art museum can certainly do this too). Reflect on what made this experience meaningful or thought-provoking for you. Be prepared to share and discuss your story in class.

			
			Readings

			Crane, S.A. (2011). “The Conundrum of Ephemerality: Time, Memory, and Museums”. In S. Macdonald (ed.), A Companion to Museum Studies. Blackwell Publishing Ltd.

			Drakulić, S. (2011). A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism: Fables from a Mouse, a Parrot, a Bear, a Cat, a Mole, a Pig, a Dog, and a Raven. Penguin.

			

			


			Week 2

			
			Staging the Frameworks

					
			



			Class 1: Theories of Memory: Concept Mapping. Jigsaw and concept mapping

			Assignment: You need to choose one text from the provided list and read it before the class. During the session, we will divide into “expert groups”, each focusing on one of the approaches. Then, we will combine our efforts to examine the landscape of current approaches to memory studies.

			
			Readings

			Nora, P. (1989). “Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de Mémoire”. Representations, 26, 7-24.

			Feindt, G. et al. (2014). “Entangled Memory: Toward a Third Wave in Memory Studies”. History and Theory, 53(1), 24-44.

			Bernhard, M. and Kubik, J. (eds.) (2014). Twenty Years After Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration (“Introduction” and Ch. 1: “Theory of the Politics of Memory”). Oxford University Press. Oxford University Press, 1-34.

			Olick, J.K. (2007). The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility (Ch. 5: “Figurations of Memory: A Process-Relational Methodology”). Routledge.

			Etkind, A. (2013). Warped Mourning: Stories of the Undead in the Land of the Unburied (Ch. 9: “The Hard and the Soft”). Stanford University Press, 172-195.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Museums as Sites of Memory, Institutes of Knowledge and Public Spaces

			Discussion: mission of the museum of socialism

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Last week, we talked about different museums you have visited. Take some time to explore the websites of those museums (or any others of your choice) to see how they define their mission – and whether they always provide a clear statement. From your perspective, what should be the mission of a museum of socialism? Write your own statement of this mission.

			
			Readings

			Duncan, C. (1994). “Art Museums and the Ritual of Citizenship”. In S. Pearce (ed.), Interpreting Objects and Collections. Routledge, 88-103. (Original work published in 1991 in I. Karp and S. Lavine (eds.), Exhibiting Cultures: The Poetics and Politics of Museum Display. Smithsonian Institution Press, 88-103).

			Hooper-Greenhill, E. (1992). Museums and the Shaping of Knowledge (Ch. 1: “What Is a Museum?”). Routledge, 1-22.

			

			


			Week 3

			
			Socialist Museums, Museums under Socialism, Museums for Socialism

					
			



			Class 1: The Varieties of Socialism

			Discussion: personal experiences of “socialism”

			Assignment: reflective writing

			What does “socialism” mean to you? Write a brief reflection on your experience of encountering socialism. This could be a memory from someone’s story, your experience of reading a literary work, or attending an artistic event – such as an exhibition, museum visit, or watching a film. Or perhaps you have a personal experience that you could interpret as an encounter with socialism. Write about it.

			
			Readings

			Drakulić, S. (2011). A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism: Fables from a Mouse, a Parrot, a Bear, a Cat, a Mole, a Pig, a Dog, and a Raven (Ch. 1: “A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism”). Penguin.

			Hung, C.-T. (2005). “The Red Line: Creating a Museum of the Chinese Revolution”. China Quarterly, 184, 914-933.

			Tumarkin, N. (1983). Lenin Lives! the Lenin Cult in Soviet Russia. Harvard University Press.

		
			



			Web resources

			Museum of Communism in Prague. watch video

			Central Museum of Lenin. see resource

			

			


			Week 4

			
			Museums and the Politics of Identity

					
			



			Class 1: Museum, Nation, and identity

			Assignment: You need to select one case study from Part 2, “Origins and Ideologies”, of the book National Museums: New Studies from Around the World and read it before the class. During the session, we will divide into “expert groups”, each focusing on one case, to discuss the role of museums in shaping national identities, politics, and histories. Yes, I understand that these cases are not related to the history of socialism! However, it is important for us to discuss the broader museum and memory context first, so that we could later address the specificities of socialist museum institutions.

			
			Readings

			Knell, S.J. et al. (eds.) (2011). National Museums: New Studies from Around the World. Routledge.

			Berger, S. (2015). “National Museums in Between Nationalism, Imperialism and Regionalism, 1750–1914”. In Aronsson, P. and Elgenius, G. (eds.), National Museums and Nation-Building in Europe, 1750–2010: Mobilization and Legitimacy, Continuity and Change. Routledge, 13-32.

			Anderson, B. (2006) [1983]. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (Ch. 10: “Census, Map, Museum”). Verso, 163-185.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Museum as a Classificatory Grid and Foucault Effect in Museum Studies

			
			Readings

			Hooper-Greenhill, E. (1992). Museums and the Shaping of Knowledge (Ch. 7: “The Disciplinary Museum”). Routledge, 167-190.

			Hirsch, F. (2005). Empire of Nations: Ethnographic Knowledge and the Making of the Soviet Union (Ch. 5: “Transforming ‘The Peoples of the USSR’: Ethnographic Exhibits and the Evolutionary Timeline”). Cornell University Press, 187-227.

			Macdonald, S. (2007). “Exhibitions of Power and Powers of Exhibition: An Introduction to the Politics of Display”. In S. Watson (ed.), Museums and Their Communities. Routledge, 176-196.

			Bennett, T. (1995). The Birth of the Museum (Ch. “The Exhibitionary Complex”). Routledge, 59-88.

			

			


			Week 5

			
			Founding Myths and Reflections

					
			



			Class 1: Founding Myths. Student-led discussion

			
			Readings

			Wawrzyniak, J. (2015). Veterans, Victims, and Memory: The Politics of the Second World War in Communist Poland (Ch. 3: “The Myth of Victory over Fascism (1949–55)”). Peter Lang, 85-134.

			Chirot, D., Shin, G.-W. and Sneider, D. (eds.) (2014). Confronting Memories of World War II: European and Asian Legacies. University of Washington Press.

			Kirschenbaum, L. (2006). The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941–1995: Myth, Memories, and Monuments (Ch. 3: “Life Becomes History: Memories and Monuments in Wartime”). Cambridge University Press, 77-110.

			

					
			



			Class 2: And Reflections

			Assignment: This time, you will act as researchers investigating how founding myths are remembered in museums today. Before the class, read the introduction to The Enemy on Display: The Second World War in Eastern European Museums and highlight the issues the authors encountered, described in the “Our Approach” section. Pretend you are leading a similar project: pick a country and city for your case study, think about an initial list of museums, and decide how you would select the main museums to analyze. We will then discuss our ideas, reasoning, and experiences during the session.

			
			Discussion

			Bogumił, Z. et al. (2015). The Enemy on Display: The Second World War in Eastern European Museums. Berghahn. (Introduction + 3 cases).

			

			


			Week 6

			
			Mid-term revision

					
			



			Class 1: “Eastern Europe as a (Unique) Mnemonic Framework”?

			In-class debate: As we finish the first part of our course, our main questions are whether there’s a specific socialist memorial culture, and if the idea of a “socialist museum” makes sense. The first topic is covered in Memory and Change in Europe: Eastern Perspectives, which presents various ways to think about it. We’ll focus on the dialogue between Aleida Assmann and Andrzej Nowak to explore different perspectives and arguments. For this class, pick one of the texts and get familiar with it. In class, we’ll divide into two groups and debate whether Eastern Europe represents a unique mnemonic framework (a section title from the introduction by Małgorzata Pakier and Joanna Wawrzyniak). After that, we’ll try to go further and consider if the “socialist space” itself could be addresses as Unique Mnemonic Framework.

			
			Readings

			Assman, A. (2015). “The Transformative Power of Memory”. In M. Pakier and J. Wawrzyniak (eds.), Memory and Change in Europe: Eastern Perspectives. Berghahn Books, 23-37.

			Nowak, A. (2015). “Political Correctness and Memories Constructed for ‘Eastern Europe’”. In M. Pakier and J. Wawrzyniak (eds.), Memory and Change in Europe: Eastern Perspectives. Berghahn Books, 38-56.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Socialist memory, museums, and identities

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Now we turn to the second question raised earlier: does the concept of a “socialist museum” make sense? Drawing on what you have learned so far, write a brief reflection on this issue. We will share and discuss your ideas and thoughts during the session.

			

					
			



			MIDTERM BREAK (NO CLASSES)

					
			Week 7

			
			The Fall of Socialism, Crafting Postsocialism

					
			



			Class 1: Socialism to Postsocialism and What Comes Next and Beyond?

			Assignment: reflective writing

			We will be discussing the film Goodbye, Lenin! so please watch it beforehand. Write a short reflection on the film and provide three questions that could guide a class discussion related to its themes.

			Student-led discussion

			
			Film

			Becker, W. (2003). Goodbye, Lenin!. X Filme Creative Pool.

					
			



			Readings

			Verdery, K. (1996). What Was Socialism, and What Comes Next?. Princeton University Press.

			Müller, M. (2019). “Goodbye, Postsocialism!”. Europe-Asia Studies, 71(4), 533-550.

			Hann, C., Humphrey, C. and Verdery, K. (2002). “Introduction: Postsocialism as a Topic of Anthropological Investigation”. In C. Hann (ed.), Postsocialism: Ideals, Ideologies, and Practices in Eurasia. Routledge, 1-28.

			Light, D. and Young, C. (2015). “Local and Counter-Memories of Socialism in Post-Socialist Romania”. In M. Beyen and B. Deseure (eds.), Local Memories in a Nationalizing and Globalizing World. Palgrave Macmillan, 221-243.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Museums in Transition

			
			Websites

			Central Museum of Lenin. see resource

					
			



			Film

			Kurov, A.. (2013). Leninland.

			

			


			Week 8

			
			Rediscoveries, Revisions and the New Socialist Past

					
			



			Class 1: Memory Palimpsests

			Discussion: Mapping socialism

			Assignment: In this session, we will explore how the past is embedded in urban spaces, creating layered memorial palimpsests. Using your knowledge of East Germany’s socialist past, insights from the film Goodbye, Lenin!, and the chapter on the Berlin Wall from Slavenka Drakulić’s book, you will virtually “walk” through Berlin using Google Maps (including Street View). Identify several sites that bear traces of the city’s socialist past and be prepared to share your findings in class.

			
			Readings

			Drakulić, S. (2011). A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism: Fables from a Mouse, a Parrot, a Bear, a Cat, a Mole, a Pig, a Dog, and a Raven (Ch. 5: “The Legend of the Berlin Wall – as Presented by a Mole”). Penguin.

			Dwyer, O. and Alderman, D. (2008). “Memorial Landscapes: Analytic Questions and Metaphors”. GeoJournal, 73(3), 165-178.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Dark sides of communism

			Cases for discussion: House of Terror (Budapest, Hungary), Vabamu (Tallin, Estonia), the GULAG History State Museum (Moscow, Russia)

			Student-led discussion

			
			Readings

			Drakulić, S. (2011). A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism: Fables from a Mouse, a Parrot, a Bear, a Cat, a Mole, a Pig, a Dog, and a Raven (Ch. 4: “The Cat-Keeper in Warsaw”). Penguin.

			Mark, J. (2010). The Unfinished Revolution: Making Sense of the Communist Past in Central-Eastern Europe (Ch. 3: “Criminalizing Communism? History at Terror Sites and in Statue Parks and National Museums”). Yale University Press, 61-92.

			Norris, S.M. (ed.) (2020). Museums of Communism: New Memory Sites in Central and Eastern Europe (Exhibit A: “Hall of Genocide, Occupation, and Terror”). Indiana University Press.

			

			


			Week 9

			
			Museum effects

					
			



			Class 1: Collecting Socialism

			In-group discussion: Collections of Wendemuseum (Culver City, CA, USA)

			Assignment: reflective writing

			How does the socialist past become an object of museum collection? This time, we’ll be working with the collections of the private Wendemuseum in California, which holds Cold War materialities. Explore the online collections, pick a few objects that catch your eye, and write about why you think these items were selected to be part of the museum’s collection. We’ll discuss your ideas in class.

			
			Readings

			Macdonald, S. (2011). “Collecting Practices”. In S. Macdonald (ed.) (2011). A Companion to Museum Studies. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 81-97.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Collecting Socialism

			Assignment: reflective writing

			If you were building a museum collection about the socialist past, which objects would you include? What criteria would you use to select them? For this assignment, write a short rationale for your collection and list a few objects, explaining your selection principles. Igor Kopytoff’s article presents an intriguing idea called the “cultural biography of things”. Choose one object and write its “socialist biography”. It’s best if the object and its biography are real, but you can invent them if necessary.

			
			Readings

			Kopytoff, I. (1986). “The Cultural Biography of Things: Commoditization as Process”. In A. Appadurai (ed.), The Social Life of Things: Commodities in Cultural Perspective. Cambridge University Press, 64-92.

			

			


			Week 10

			
			Nostalgia Effects

					
			



			Class 1: Museums of Socialism

			Virtual tour to the Museum of DDR

			
			Readings

			Macdonald, S. (2013). Memorylands: Heritage and Identity in Europe Today (Ch. 4: “Feeling the Past: Embodiment, Place and Nostalgia”; Ch. 6: “Musealisation Everyday Life, Temporality and Old Things”). Routledge, 79-108; 137-161.

			Norris, S.M. (ed.) (2020). Museums of Communism: New Memory Sites in Central and Eastern Europe (Exhibit A: “Hall of Genocide, Occupation, and Terror”). Indiana University Press.

			Boele, O., Noordenbos, B. and Robbe, K. (2020). “Introduction: The Many Practices of Post-Soviet Nostalgia: Affect, Appropriation, Contestation”. In Post-Soviet Nostalgia: Confronting the Empire’s Legacies. Routledge, 1-17.

			Berdahl, D. (1999). “‘(N)Ostalgie’ for the Present: Memory, Longing, and East German Things”. Ethnos, 64(2), 192-211.

			Preda, C. (2025). “Nostalgic Reconstructions of the Communist Past: The Private Museums of Daily Life During Communism in Romania”. In M. Ciobanu and M. Șerban (eds.), Between the Memory and Post-Memory of Communism in Romania: Fluid Memories. Routledge, 186-205.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Consuming Socialism

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Visit www.dark-tourism.com and identify several museums focused on the socialist past. Why do you think they are listed there? What other kinds of “dark histories” are presented with them? Have you ever visited any of these places? Write a brief reflection and prepare to share your views in class.

			
			Readings

			Drakulić, S. (2011). A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism: Fables from a Mouse, a Parrot, a Bear, a Cat, a Mole, a Pig, a Dog, and a Raven (Ch. 6: “From Gulag to Goulash: The Introduction to Ms. Piggy’s Hungarian Cookbook”). Penguin.

			Denton, K.A. (2014). Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist China (Ch. 10: “Revolutionary Memory and National Landscape: Red Tourism”). University of Hawaii Press, 214-242.

			McKenzie, B. (2013). “Soviet Tourism in the Baltic States: Remembrance Versus Nostalgia – Just Different Shades of Dark?”. In L. White and E. Frew (eds.), Dark Tourism and Place Identity: Managing and Interpreting Dark Places. Routledge, 115-128.

			

			


			Week 11

			
			The Museum of Socialism: Feeling, Reflecting and Imagining

					
			



			Class 1: Imagining the Future Past in/through the Museum

			Discussion: Exploring the Monument to a Lost Civilization by Ilya & Emilia Kabakov. see resource

					
			



			Class 2: Final revision

			Discussion: Mission of the museum of socialism

			At the very beginning of this course, you shared your ideas about the mission of a museum of socialism. Now, at the end of the course, we return to your initial thoughts. Has your understanding of such a museum’s mission changed? What would you like to add or revise?

			Discussion: Why the museum?

			Throughout the course, we have seen museums play many different roles – from political tools to places that preserve physical memories, and even as spaces that spark our imagination and shape how we consume history. Why do you think the idea of a “museum” has become such a powerful and popular way to talk about the past? We’ve been using Slavenka Drakulić’s book A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism as one of our guides. But as you may have noticed, only one chapter actually takes place inside a museum. Why do you think the whole book has that title anyway?

			
			Readings

			Drakulić, S. (2011). A Guided Tour Through the Museum of Communism: Fables from a Mouse, a Parrot, a Bear, a Cat, a Mole, a Pig, a Dog, and a Raven. Penguin.

			

			


			Week 12

			
			The Imagined Museum of Socialism: Crafting the Future Past

					
			



			Class 1: Presentations and discussion

			Class 2: Presentations and discussion

			


			



			Exam Week

			Final paper due
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			Course description

			This course introduces key issues in contemporary critical heritage studies by exploring cultural heritage as an object of politics, economics, and memory. Taking a comparative perspective, we will examine different concepts of heritage and their roles in establishing and contesting social, national, religious, and cultural boundaries. Topics include the variety of heritage bureaucracies and infrastructures, value regimes, heritage strategies and affective politics of authentication.

			We will analyze the development and influence of the European authorized heritage discourse alongside alternative approaches to evaluating and re-evaluating material remains from non-European cultures and civilizations. The course also addresses conflicts and competition between heritage systems and actors, exploring cases of struggle, exclusion, and the various methods used to analyze and resolve such situations.

			Course activities consist of introductory lectures and seminars featuring case studies from both Western and Eastern civilizations. Students from diverse cultural and professional backgrounds will engage in interactive work, fostering a collaborative and dynamic learning environment.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of this course, students will be able to:

			_ Navigate key concepts and major debates in contemporary critical heritage studies.

			_ Compare and contrast different heritage regimes across Western and Eastern contexts.

			_ Critically evaluate the development and impact of the European authorized heritage discourse alongside alternative heritage valorization systems.

			_ Analyze conflicts and competitions between diverse heritage systems and actors.

			_ Apply interdisciplinary methods to understanding and decoding heritage issues

			_ Demonstrate the ability to engage in interactive discussions and collaborative learning in multicultural and professional settings.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Class participation 20%

			_ Student-led discussions 20%

			_ Reflective writings 20%

			_ Mid-term paper 20%

			_ Final project 20%

					
			



			Reflective writing assignment

			Throughout the course, you will complete 8 brief reflective writing assignments designed to help you engage with the topics we cover. These short personal responses require you to describe your experiences or thoughts related to the course material, analyze their significance, and consider what you have learned or how your perspective might be changing. Reflective writing focuses on your own insights and connections but may include formal academic argumentation. These assignments are usually around 300-500 words and are intended to encourage regular, low-pressure engagement with the course content, fostering critical thinking and self-awareness.

			All writing assignments must be submitted by 8:00 pm at least two days before the class session listed in the syllabus. Each assignment is worth 2.5 points. Late submissions will incur a penalty of 1 point.

					
			



			Student-led discussions

			Some of our seminars will involve active student participation as discussion moderators. In these cases, the students are expected to familiarize themselves with the topic and readings in advance, prepare necessary reference materials, present them in class, and develop questions and themes for discussion. Each participant is expected to take on the role of discussion leader for one seminar. You may work in pairs for this assignment. The maximum score for organizing and leading such a seminar is 20 points. During the first week, we will finalize the schedule of these seminars and assign the discussion leaders.

					
			



			Mid-term presentations

			For your mid-term presentations, choose one specific heritage case that you are already somewhat familiar with and that illustrates the dynamics of heritage politics, the clash of different interests and groups, and shifts in approaches to preservation or restoration. In your paper, describe this case and the conflicts surrounding its care and management. The presentation should be approximately 15 minutes long. Try to use the key terms and concepts introduced in the first half of the course. Case presentations will take place during the last week before the mid-term break.

					
			



			Final projects

			Your final project should be a reflection on the questions we have discussed throughout the course, but it must focus on one or several very specific case studies. The project can take the form of an academic essay, a research proposal, or an art project – such as a video or another creative work. The length of your essay should be 2,500-3,000 words.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 0

			
			Orientation Week

			


			Week 1

			
			Introductions and Getting Started

					
			



			Class 1: Introductory session: Getting to know each other

			Class 2: Introductions: syllabus and course overview, teaching and evaluation methods, ways to collaborate, topics and issues

			


			Week 2

			
			What is Heritage?

					
			



			Class 1: How to make heritage?

			
			Readings

			Harrison, R. (2010). “What is Heritage?”. In R. Harrison (ed.), Understanding the Politics of Heritage. Manchester and Milton Keynes: Manchester University Press, 5-42.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Endangerment Sensibilities

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Write a short reflection exploring your feelings when confronted with ruins. Think back to a specific example of encountering an aging or deteriorating building, monument, or park, and reflect on how that experience affected you emotionally.

			
			Readings

			Vidal, F. and Dias, N. (2016). “Introduction: The Endangerment Sensibility”. In F. Vidal and N. Dias (eds.), Endangerment, Biodiversity and Culture. Routledge, 1-37.

			

			


			Week 3

			
			Heritage Ideologies, Authorised Heritage Discourse, and Other Forms of Heritage Normativity

					
			



			Class 1: Heritage canons

			Close reading and group discussion

			For this class, you are required to prepare by reading key texts that have shaped contemporary approaches to heritage: Alois Riegl’s early 20th-century writing and the Venice Charter, which underpins current restoration practice. We will compare and analyze these texts during the class, so thorough preparation is essential. Please prepare a list of their main similarities and differences beforehand to support our in-class work.

			
			Readings

			Riegl, A. (1982). “The Modern Cult of Monuments: Its Character and Origin”. Oppositions, 25, 20-51. (Original work published in 1903 as Der moderne Denkmalkultus, sein Wesen, seine Entstehung).

			Smith, L. (2006). The Uses of Heritage (Part I: “The Idea of Heritage”, Chapter 1: “The Discourse of Heritage”). Routledge, pp. 9-43.

					
			



			Websites

			International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites (the Venice Charter, 1964). see resource

			The new ICOMOS International Charter and Guidance on Sites. see resource

			

					
			



			Class 2: Heritage and nation

			Group presentations on national Heritage Charters and discussion

			Assignment: reflective writing

			For this class, you need to reflect on the heritage registers that exist in your country. Find out if there is a single official national list of heritage sites. Review this list and write a short reflective paper about how it is organized. Pay attention to the types of sites included, their distribution by date of creation, date of inclusion, and geographic location. Reflect on which institutions, social groups, and interests influence the selection of these sites. Also, consider the practical consequences of being listed: what kinds of uses or interventions are allowed or prohibited, and who controls these regulations in your country.

			
			Readings

			Kohl, P.L. (1998). “Nationalism and Archaeology: On the Constructions of Nations and the Reconstructions of the Remote Past”. Annual Review of Anthropology, 27, 223-246.

			

			


			Week 4

			
			Heritage Regimes, Bureaucracies, and International Diplomacy

					
			



			Class 1: Heritage Regimes and Bureaucracies: Comparative Approach

			Group presentations and discussion

			In this class we will compare different heritage regimes using the concept introduced by Regina Bendix and her colleagues to describe the complex system of heritage governance. Choose one of the cases presented in the collection Heritage Regimes and the State and be ready to discuss it in groups during class.

			
			Readings

			Bendix, R., Eggert, A. and Peselmann, A. (eds.) (2013). Heritage Regimes and the State. Göttingen: University Press.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Heritage diplomacies

			Role game

			
			Readings

			Winter, T. (2015). “Heritage Diplomacy”. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 21(10).

			Bozoğlu, G. et al. (eds.) (2024). The Routledge International Handbook of Heritage and Politics. Routledge.

			Lähdesmäki, T. and Čeginskas, V.L.A. (2022). “Conceptualisation of Heritage Diplomacy in Scholarship”. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 28(5).

			Lähdesmäki, T. and Čeginskas, V.L.A. (eds.) (2023). Heritage Diplomacy: Discourses, Imaginaries and Practices of Heritage and Power. Routledge.

			

			


			Week 5

			
			Political Economies of Heritage Value

					
			



			Class 1: Tourism and enrichment economy

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Luc Boltanski and Arnaud Esquerre offer an economic perspective on the process of heritagization. In this class, we will reflect on how this theory works. To prepare, carefully read the theoretical part of the book and compile a list of the heritage-making tools described in the chapter “Enrichment Economy in Practice”. During the session, we will discuss this list and critically consider which aspects the economic theory of enrichment might overlook or fail to address. Think about similar sites or objects that have been heritagized and are familiar to you, and consider how the theory applies or differs in those cases.

			
			Readings

			Boltanski, L. and Esquerre, A. (2020). Enrichment: A Critique of Commodities (Part I, Chapter 2: “Toward Enrichment”; Part IV, Chapter 12: “The Enrichment Economy in Practice”). Cambridge, UK; Medford, MA: Polity Press.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Global Heritage and the Claims for Universality

			Assignment: reflective writing

			In this session, we will explore international heritage policy. Please read the UNESCO Convention of 1972 alongside critical texts that reassess and challenge the universalist framework underpinning heritage policy. In your reflection, critically analyze the contradictions, strengths, and limitations of this approach, discuss the challenges it raises, and consider potential ways to address these issues.

			
			Readings

			Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (Adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO at its seventeenth session Paris, 16 november 1972). see resource

			Meskell, L. (2018). A Future in Ruins: UNESCO, World Heritage, and the Dream of Peace (Ch. 8: “Dystopia”). Oxford University Press.

			Berliner, D. (2012). “Multiple Nostalgias: The Fabric of Heritage in Luang Prabang (Lao PDR)”. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 18(4), 769-786.

			

			


			Week 6

			
			Mid-term revision: What is Heritage?

					
			



			Class 1: Presentations and discussion

			Class 2: Presentations and discussion

			

					
			



			MIDTERM BREAK (NO CLASSES)

					
			Week 7

			
			Heritage Ontologies and the Revision of the Ways We Look at the Valued Past

					
			



			Class 1: Heritage Controversies and Dilemmas

			In-group discussion

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Read and engage with Rodney Harrison’s work. Reflect on the questions and challenges related to heritage that arise from his discussion. In your reflection, include the issues Harrison raises and add your own questions or thoughts about heritage and its complexities.

			
			Readings

			Harrison, R. (2018). “Conclusion: On Heritage Ontologies: Rethinking the Material Worlds of Heritage”. Anthropological Quarterly, 91(4).

			

					
			



			Class 2: Top-down, Bottom-Up and “Heritage Otherwise” Perspectives

			
			Readings

			Robertson, I.J.M. (2008). “Heritage from Below: Class, Social Protest and Resistance”. In P. Graham and P. Howard (eds.), The Ashgate Research Companion to Heritage and Identity. Ashgate, 143-158.

			Bigenho, M. and Stobart, H. (2018). “Grasping Cacophony in Bolivian Heritage Otherwise”. Anthropological Quarterly, 91(4), 1329-1363.

			

			


			Week 8

			
			“Difficult heritage” and the Variety of the Heritage Dissonances

					
			



			Class 1: What is Difficult in “Difficult Heritage”?

			In-group discussion

			Assignment: reflective writing

			After reading Sharon Macdonald’s article, reflect on how she defines and discusses the concept of “difficult heritage”, the examples she uses to illustrate changes in public engagement with troubling pasts, and the main challenges and contradictions involved in publicly acknowledging such heritage. Do you agree with Macdonald’s understanding of “difficult heritage” and her argument that it is becoming less unsettling for collective identities? Support your reasoning. Finally, think of other examples of “difficult heritage” that are either addressed or avoided, and compare these cases to those discussed in the article. Be prepared to share your reflections in class.

			
			Readings

			Macdonald, S. (2015). “Is ‘Difficult Heritage’ Still ‘Difficult’? Why Public Acknowledgment of Past Perpetration May No Longer Be So Unsettling to Collective Identities”. Museum International, 67(1-4), 6-22.

			

					
			



			Class 2: “Difficult”, “Traumatic” and “Negative” Heritage and the Issue of “Heritage Dissonance”

			In-group discussion

			For this session, we will further examine the concept of difficult heritage by engaging with different scholarly perspectives. Select one reading from the list and consider how the author’s approach contrasts with and complements Sharon Macdonald’s framework. Identify both the key differences and similarities. In class, we will work in groups to map out the range of analytical approaches to difficult heritage.

			
			Readings

			Tunbridge, J.E. and Ashworth, G.J. (1996). Dissonant Heritage: The Management of the Past as a Resource in Conflict. Chichester: Wiley.

			Kisić, V. (2017). Governing Heritage Dissonance: Promises and Realities of Selected Cultural Policies. Amsterdam: European Cultural Foundation.

			Lähdesmäki, T. et al. (eds.) (2019). Dissonant Heritages and Memories in Contemporary Europe. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.

			Samuels, J. (2015). “Difficult Heritage: Coming ‘To Terms’ with Sicily’s Fascist Past”. In K.L. Samuels and T. Rico (eds.), Heritage Keywords: Rhetoric and Redescription in Cultural Heritage. Boulder, CO: University Press of Colorado, 111-128.

			

			


			Week 9

			
			Heritage Dualisms and Beyond

					
			



			Class 1: Heritage w/vs. Religion

			Student-led discussion

			
			Readings

			Byrne, D. (2014). Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Ch. 4: “Stupas in Thailand”; Ch. 5: “Building and Rebuilding Temples”). New York: Routledge, 110-160.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Culture w/vs. Nature

			Student-led discussion

			
			Readings

			Harrison, R. (2013). Heritage: Critical Approaches (Ch. 6: “Intangible Heritage and Cultural Landscapes”). Milton Park, Abingdon; New York: Routledge, 114-139.

			Harrison, R. (2015). “Beyond ‘Natural’ and ‘Cultural’ Heritage: Toward an Ontological Politics of Heritage in the Age of the Anthropocene”. Heritage & Society, 8(1), 24-42.

			

			


			Week 10

			
			Affects, Moralities, and the Valued Materialities of the Past

					
			



			Class 1: Affects and Authenticity

			Student-led discussion

			
			Readings

			Van de Port, M. and Meyer, B. (2018). “Introduction: Heritage Dynamics – Politics of Authentication, Aesthetics of Persuasion, and the Cultural Production of the Real”. In B. Meyer and M. Van de Port (eds.), Sense and Essence: Heritage and the Cultural Production of the Real. New York: Berghahn Books, 1-39.

			

					
			



			Class 2: Morality and Belonging

			In-group discussion

			Student-led discussion

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Are you familiar with the feeling of a moral duty to save the past when you sense it is at risk of being lost or destroyed? This might be a heritage site, a family heirloom, or even just a memory. Reflect on your own experiences and emotions related to the ethical imperative to preserve the past, and consider how this feeling connects to your sense of belonging to any collectivity, landscape – or whether it does at all.

			
			Readings

			Stevenson, L. (2006). “The Ethical Injunction to Remember”. In P. Stern and L. Stevenson (eds.), Critical Inuit Studies: An Anthology of Contemporary Arctic Ethnography. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 168-183.

			

			


			Week 11

			
			Heritage Ontologies across the Globe

					
			



			Class 1: Presentations and discussion

			Class 2: Presentations and discussion

			


			Week 12

			
			Final revision of the course

					
			



			Class 1: Heritage Ontologies Between East and West

			Discussion and debate

			Assignment: reflective writing

			Throughout the course, we have explored different theories and practical approaches to heritage, as well as a wide range of heritage projects at international, national, and local levels. We have also discussed the various social groups and interests involved in caring for the material past. Consider and write about the relevance of distinguishing between Western and Eastern approaches to heritage, along with other spatial frameworks such as North and South. Prepare to share your thoughts, supported by examples and arguments, during our class discussion. This is the final reflective writing assignment for the course, and I would appreciate it if you could engage broadly with the key issues we have examined throughout the term.

					
			



			Class 2: Final revision

			

	
			



			Exam Week

			Final paper due
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			Course description

			This course examines the topic of science communication, introducing the role of communication in science and research, as important element of RRI (Responsible Research and Innovation), the cultural, practical and policy-related role of science communication in wider society to promote public engagement in discussion and actions, and the role it can play in supporting sustainable development.

			The course starts from exploring the definitions of science communication and the evolution of the concept from an education approach to a more dialogic one. It then addresses three key questions concerning science communication and the public, in terms of who are the publics to reach, why to communicate them, what to communicate and how to communicate in an effective way. The non-mediated vs. mediated modes of communicating are considered, putting in evidence barriers and opportunities related to each strand, from journalism to museums, social media and others. Attention is given to the risks of misinformation and building trust in science.

			The course puts special emphasis in science communication in relation to sustainable development and environmental issues, and how it can support the achievement of the SDGs.

			A key element considered throughout the course is the quality in science communication and how to “recognize” it.

					
			



			Requirements

			No specific background is required to attend the course. Students are expected to do the required readings, to attend class regularly and actively participate in discussions. Required readings are designated on a weekly basis. Students are also encouraged to find additional material for their final project by searching the Internet and accessing suggested websites. Individual paper and a group project on science communication is required.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students gain exposure to the great body of scholarship about science communication, including work from communication studies, sociology and science theories among others. They also gain sharper understanding of the importance of communicating their research and its impact on society. Challenges of science communication are deeply explored, in particular in relation to environment and sustainable development.

			The course takes advantage of VIU’s unique international diversity by building in opportunities for students to share and reflect upon science communication role and trajectories in their own home countries. In addition, great attention is given to the interdisciplinary approach of Science communication taken advantage of the multidisciplinary components of VIU classes.

			The overall structure of the course and its thematic organization is developed by Alessandra Fornetti and Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability – Venice International University).

			The course is organized around different thematic areas covered also with the help of external professionals, active ‘on the field’ from different science communication areas.

			The course includes frontal lectures, meetings with experts and open discussion on the theories and practice of science communication, case studies on communication of specific scientific topics and practical work on their revisions, both individually and in group.

			Seminars involving practitioners of different strands (journalists, museum explainers, experts in social media) are organized.

			Site visits are part of the course.

					
			



			Assessment

			Individual mid-term essay: An essay on science communication role today, with specific reference to students’ field of study and to the different SciCom formats and strands that can be used – 45 % of the final grade.

			Final project: There will be a group science communication project to develop, to present in a written group report and through an oral presentation in class – 45 % of the final grade.

			Class participation: Overall class participation, in terms of both attendance and interaction, will count for 10% of the final grade.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 0

			
			Orientation week

			


			Week 1

			
			Tuesday September 16

			Lecture: Introduction to Science Communication: Definitions

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Bucchi, M. and Trench, B. (2025). Science Communication: The Basics (Ch. 8). Routledge.

					
			



			Suggested readings

			Davies, S.R. and Horst, M. (2016). Science Communication. Culture, Identity and Citizenship (Ch. 1: “Introduction”). Palgrave Mcmillan, 1-27.

			Rempel E.S., Barnett J., Durrat H. (2018). “Public Engagement with UK Government Data Science: Propositions from a Literature Review of Public Engagement on New Technologies”. Government Information Quarterly, 35, 569-578.

			

					
			



			Thursday September 18

			Lecture: Science Communication Landscape Today between Theory and Practice

			Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Davies, S.R. et al. (2020). “Section 2: Contemporary Science Communication Scholarship in Europe: A Fractured Field”. Summary Report: European Science Communication Today, QUEST Project Deliverable 1.1, Section 1-2, pp. 9-19.

					
			



			Suggested readings

			Bucchi, M. and Trench, B. (2025). Science Communication: The Basics (Ch. 1). Routledge.

			

			


			Week 2

			
			Tuesday September 23

			Lecture: Aims and Audiences of Science Communication

			Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Davies, S.R. (2021). “An Empirical and Conceptual Note on Science Communication’s Role in Society”. Science Communication, 43(1), 116-133.

			

					
			



			Thursday September 25

			Meet the expert – 1

			Social media and audiences

			Cristina Rigutto, Social media for science communication expert

			


			Week 3

			
			Tuesday September 30

			Lecture: Sustainable Development: The Concept and Its History

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			UN (n.d.). Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. see resource

					
			



			Suggested readings

			WHO (2018). Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). see resource

			Latouche, S. (2004). “Degrowth Economics”. Le Monde Diplomatique.

			

					
			



			Thursday October 2

			Lecture: Environment and Sustainability Communication

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			FAO (2007). Communication and Sustainable Development. Selected Paper from the 9th UN roundtable on communication for development. see resource

			Newig, J. et al. (2013). “Communication Regarding Sustainability: Conceptual Perspectives and Exploration of Societal Subsystems”. Sustainability, 5, 2976-2990.

			

			


			Week 4

			
			Tuesday October 7

			Visit to the UNESCO Ocean Literacy Centre + discussion

			or

			Wednesday, October 8

			VIU Lecture Art and Science, Artists of the STARTS WATER Project

					
			



			Thursday October 9

			Lecture: Science Museums and Science Centers

			Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Davies, S.R. and Horst, M. (2021). “Chapter 4: Science Museums and Centers: Evolution and Contemporary Trends”. In M. Bucchi and B. Trench (eds.), Routledge Handbook of Public Communication of Science and Technology. Routledge, 53-76.

			

					
			



			Friday, October 11

			Visit to the Orto Botanico in Padova

			and/or

			Museum of Nature and Man + Teatro dell’Anatomia e Galileo (TBC)

			


			Week 5

			
			Tuesday October 14

			Meet the experts – 2

			Museums and audiences

			Paola Rodari, SISSA Science Museums

			
			Required readings

			Smithsonian Institution (n.d.). A Guide to Exhibit Development. read pdf

					
			



			Suggested readings

			Falk, J.H. and Dierking, L.D. (1992). The Museum Experience. Whalesback.

			Simon, N. (2010). The Participatory Museum. Museum 2.0. see resource

			

					
			



			Thursday, October 16

			Lecture: The Media and Mass Media

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Ghulam, S. and Tanzeela, J. (2015). “Mass Media, Communication and Globalization with the Perspective of 21st Century”. New Media and Mass Communication, 34.

			

			


			Week 6

			
			Tuesday, October 21

			Lecture: The Role and Challenges of Science Journalism in Science Communication

			Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Dunwoody, S. (2021). “Chapter 2: Science Journalism: Prospects in the Digital Age”. In M. Bucchi and B. Trench (eds.), Routledge Handbook of Public Communication of Science and Technology. Routledge (3rd. edition).

			Davies, S.R. et al. (2020). “Section 3: Contemporary Science Journalism in Europe: Taking Stock”. Summary Report: European Science Communication Today, QUEST Project Deliverabe 1.1, Section 3, pp. 20-34.

			

					
			



			Thursday, October 23

			Meet the experts – 3

			Science journalism, Jacopo Pasotti, science journalist freelance

			
			Required readings

			Freelance Journalism Assembly (n.d.). A Freelancer’s Guide to Reporting on the Sustainable Development Goals. see resource

			MDIF (n.d.). The Role of Media: Driving Change Towards the SDGs. read pdf

			

			

					
			



			MIDTERM BREAK

				
			Week 7

			
			Tuesday, November 4

			Lecture: Social Media Literacy for Science Communication

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			QUEST Project (2021). Science Communication on Social Media: Good Practices. read pdf

			

					
			



			Thursday, November 6

			Meet the experts – 4

			Environmental communication in Social Media

			Folco Soffietti, Venice International University and IUAV University of Venice

			or

			Theatre and science communication

			Andrea Brunello

			


			Week 8

			
			Tuesday, November 11

			Lecture: Science Communication and Pop Culture Formats

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Suggested readings

			MacKenzie, L.E. (2019). “Science Podcasts: Analysis of Global Production and Output from 2004 to 2018”. Royal Society Open Science, 6, 180932.

			Yas, K.A. et al. (2016). “The Evolution and Popularity of Science Play with Specific Reference to Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus, Brecht’s Galileo and Frayn’s Copenhagen”. International Journal of Applied Linguistics & English Literature, 5(7).

			Kirby, D.A. and Ockert, I. (2021). “Science and Technology in Film”. In B. Trench (ed.), Handbook of Public Communication of Science and Technology. Routledge.

			Roche, J. et al. (2020). “Bright Club: Establishing a Science Comedy Variety Night in Ireland”. Science Communication, 42(1), 130-140.

			

					
			



			Thursday, November 13

			Lecture: Citizen Science

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Haklay, M. et al. (2021). “What Is Citizen Science? The Challenges of Definition”. In K. Vohland et al. (eds.), The Science of Citizen Science. Springer.

			

			


			Week 9

			
			Tuesday, November 18

			Lecture: How to Communicate About Research: Tips to Apply to the Group Work and Team Building

			Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			QUEST Project (2021). Checklist for Scientists: Communicating Science to the Public. see resource

			

					
			



			Thursday, November 20

			Final project: group exercise 1: identify your audience needs and expectations

			


			Week 10

			
			Tuesday, November 25

			Lecture: Evaluating Science Communication

			Alessandra Fornetti & Ilda Mannino (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

					
			



			Thursday, November 27

			Final project: group exercise 2: identify the messages to deliver

			


			Week 11

			
			Tuesday, December 2

			Lecture: Science Communication, Misinformation and Trust

			Ilda Mannino & Alessandra Fornetti (TEN Program on Sustainability, Venice International University)

			
			Required readings

			Altay, S. (2022). How Effective Are Interventions Against Misinformation?. Preprint.

			

					
			



			Thursday, December 4

			Final project: group exercise 3: frame the format

			


			Week 12

			
			Tuesday, December 10

			Final project: group exercise 4: open the dialogue

					
			



			Thursday, December 12

			Final project: group exercise 5: evaluate the impact

			

			
			Exam week

			Tuesday, December 16

			Presentation of Students’ work

					
			



			Thursday, December 18

			Presentation of Students’ work
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			Course description

			In keeping with the aims of the UNESCO Chair on Water Heritage and Sustainable Development and the approach to Environmental Humanities of The New Institute Centre for Environmental Humanities (NICHE) at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, this course introduces students to the concepts of sustainability, heritage, and water from the transdisciplinary perspective of historical geoanthropology. Geoanthropology – the emergent field informing the research of the Max Planck Partner Group “The Water City” in Venice in collaboration with the Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology in Jena – studies the dynamic interrelations between nature and society by drawing on various established and emerging fields, such as hydrosociology, political epistemology, and Earth system science. The course integrates this innovative theoretical approach with multiple historical case studies centered around Venice and its lagoon.

			The theoretical dimension of the course consists in repositioning the concepts of sustainability, heritage, and water from the perspective of theoretical and environmental humanities. First, the course considers sustainability within the Anthropocene paradigm, according to which humans are situated agents in a destabilized planetary ecosystem. This paradigm emphasizes that a reorientation towards sustainable existence must involve considerations of the social and political functions of science, production, and technology. Second, building on these premises, the course approaches heritage – the sedimentation of material, cultural, and epistemic flows – from the perspective of critical biopolitics, which examines the material conditions of the political categories related to the preservation of life. The decision of which sedimentations are worth preserving for current and future generations involves answering underlying biopolitical and ideological questions: Which kind of life is considered valuable and worth saving? What is the role of culture and its dynamics (including habits, values, ideals, esthetics) in shaping ecosystems? Finally, the course approaches water and its circulation as a key element in global metabolic networks. From the perspective of hydro-sociology, water emerges as both a material resource vital to, for example, sustenance and transportation, as well as a cultural sign with historical meanings.

			As the history of science is particularly well placed to study the links between the past (represented by history) and the future (represented by science and technology), the analysis of historical case studies of the Venetian Republic from a geoanthropological perspective provides ideal grounds for the application of the theoretical framework. Each of the course’s three main sections will be accompanied by examples from Venice’s rich history of water management to further explore the topics discussed. First, to consider how decision-making affects future generations, the course will look at the wide-scale planning and actions of the Republic of Venice for the preservation of the lagoon. Examples include Cornaro and Sabbadino’s sixteenth-century dispute over the urban expansion of Venice, historical projects for diverging rivers outside the lagoon, and the modern-day MoSE enterprise. Second, the role of culture dynamics in shaping the ecosystems will be discussed through a series of small-scale land reclamation and preservation endeavors in the Venetian mainland, such as river cleaning of sediments, construction of water drainage canals, and rice growing. Finally, the material and cultural value of water will be examined in relation to the Veneto villa by considering its physical role in water management and the hydro-cultural ideals expressed in its fresco programs.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			The course will provide students with a conceptual framework and vocabulary in line with the values and goals set in the Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. The students will be able to evaluate and discuss issues of sustainability from an Earth System Science perspective while developing local cultural and historical sensibility. The course will foster the capacity to understand questions of heritage in relation to broader concerns about the preservation of distinct forms of life. The students will learn to identify global connectivity on the basis of a fundamental resource – water. The course will develop a situated understanding of the cultural and scientific history of Venice in view of the ecological challenges faced by the Water City within the lagoon and in its mainland territories. In general terms, the students will be introduced to the educational, scientific, and cultural mission of UNESCO and the Chair for Water Heritage and Sustainable Development.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ 25% – participation

			_ 25% – project presentation

			_ 50% – final project

			In addition to in-class participation (25%), students will develop and present their project idea (25%) by the middle of the course. The final project (50%), such as a research essay, will be delivered after the lecture period.

			For the project, each student will be required to select a geographical area of interest worldwide in which water heritage plays a central role, such as an urban center, a region, lake, or river. Students can choose from a list proposed by the professor or suggest their own case studies. Each student will have to examine the case by applying the terms and frameworks acquired throughout the course, analyzing the past and present environmental challenges as well as possibilities for resolution, with comparative references to the Venetian case.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			Introduction

			Prof. Pietro Daniel Omodeo (2 lessons). A basic introduction to the Anthropocene scholarship and the main themes to be treated in the course.

			
			Readings

			Baldacci, C. et al. (eds.) (2022). Venice and the Anthropocene: An Ecocritical Guide. Wetlands.

			Omodeo, P.D. and Consolandi, P. (eds.) (2025). The Anthropocene Waterscapes of Venice. Edizioni Ca’ Foscari.

			

			


			Weeks 2-3

			
			Part 1

			Dr. Justas Patkauskas (3 lessons). Repositioning sustainability in the long Anthropocene paradigm with its multiple environmental grammars. Understanding science, production, and technology as political phenomena from a planetary, Earth system perspective. Introduction of the concept of material base.

			
			Readings

			Fressoz, J.-B. (2015). “Losing the Earth Knowingly: Six Environmental Grammars Around 1800”. In The Anthropocene and the Global Environmental Crisis. Routledge, 70-83.

			Hornborg, A. (2015). “The Political Ecology of the Technocene: Uncovering Ecologically Unequal Exchange in the World-System”. In The Anthropocene and the Global Environmental Crisis. Routledge, 57-69.

			Gudeman, S. (2022). “Community and Economy: Economy’s Base”. In J.G. Carrier (ed.), A Handbook of Economic Anthropology. Elgar, 45-55.

			Rees, T. (2018). After Ethnos. Duke University Press.

			

			


			Weeks 3-4

			
			Part 1

			Dr. Meital Shai (3 lessons). Venetian water heritage: wide scale concerns of the historic Venetian Republic for the preservation and protection of the lagoon and the thriving city within it; the scientific solutions proposed between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries for the defense and preservation of the lagoon, and their cultural, social, and political implications.

			At the end of week 4, a visit is planned to the MoSE HQ.

			
			Readings

			Asmundo, G. (2017). “Learning from Hydraulic Venice Landscape: Adaptive Strategies and Resilience”. Ri-Vista: Research for Landscape Architecture, 15(2), 22-27.

			Porzionato, M. (2021). “Assemblages in the Venetian Lagoon: Humans, Water and Multiple Historical Flows”. Shima, 15, 121-136.

			

			


			Weeks 5-6

			
			Part 2

			Dr. Justas Patkauskas (3 lessons). Water as a resource considered from the perspective of political epistemology. The connection between resources and the material base. Introduction of the concepts of metabolism and the knowledge economy.

			
			Readings

			Malm, A. (2013). “The Origins of Fossil Capital: From Water to Steam in the British Cotton Industry”. Historical Materialism, 21(1), 15-68.

			Zimmermann, E.W. (1951). World Resources and Industries. Harper.

			Foster, J.B. (1999). “Marx’s Theory of Metabolic Rift: Classical Foundations for Environmental Sociology”. American Journal of Sociology, 105(2), 366-405.

			Renn, J. (2020). “Chapter 8: The Economy of Knowledge”. In The Evolution of Knowledge: Rethinking Science for the Anthropocene. Princeton University Press, 145-170.

			

			


			Weeks 6-7

			
			Mid-course summary

			Prof. Pietro Daniel Omodeo (2 lessons).

			


			Weeks 7-8

			
			Part 2

			Dr. Meital Shai (3 lessons). Historical case studies of small-scale challenges of water management in the Venetian mainland; the conflicts that typically arose with such endeavors, and the factors that influenced decision-making in favor of one party or another.

			At the end of week 8, a guest speaker lecture is planned.

			
			Readings

			Ciriacono, S. (2006). “Chapter 2: Irrigation and Land Drainage in the Venetian Republic During the Sixteenth and Eighteenth Centuries”. In Building on Water: Venice, Holland and the Construction of the European Landscape in Early Modern Times. Berghahn Books, 62-100.

			Cosgrove, D. (1992). “Mapping New Worlds: Culture and Cartography in Sixteenth-Century Venice”. Imago Mundi, 44, 65-89 (here 65-75).

			

			


			Week 9-10

			
			Part 3

			Dr. Justas Patkauskas (3 lessons). Heritage considered from the perspective of geoanthropology: a semantic sedimentation of material, cultural, and epistemic flows stemming from the material base. Examination of the problems of extractivism, mitigation/preservation, and discrimination. Introduction of the concept of biopolitics.

			
			Readings

			Virno, P. (2018a). “Appendix A: Negative Actions”. In An Essay on Negation: For a Linguistic Anthropology. Seagull Books, 230-241.

			Virno, P. (2018b). “Appendix B: Double Negation: A Resource for Praxis”. In An Essay on Negation: For a Linguistic Anthropology. Seagull Books, 242-250.

			Campbell, T. and Sitze, A. (2013). Biopolitics: A Reader. Duke University Press.

			Yusoff, K. (2010). “Biopolitical Economies and the Political Aesthetics of Climate Change”. Theory, Culture & Society, 27(2-3), 73-99.

			

			


			Week 10-11

			
			Part 3

			Dr. Meital Shai (3 lessons). A historical inquiry into the realm of the Veneto villa, to the role water plays inside it, and in its environment, also intended in the wider scale of the politics of the Republic; the villa’s physical traits as a control center for its surrounding agricultural landscape; the hydrological ideals guiding villa life in the symbolism of the villas’ fresco decorations.

			
			Readings

			Ackerman, J.S. (1967). Palladio’s Villas. Institute of Fine Arts J.J. Augustin, 1-3, 8-17.

			Fischer, S. (2013). “The Allegorical Landscape. Alvise Cornaro and His Self-Promotion by the Landscape Paintings in the Odeo Cornaro in Padua”. Kunstgeschichte. Open Peer Reviewed Journal, 1-11.

			Shai, M. (2019). “Chapter 2.3: The Local Microcosm of Villa Badoer and Villa Grimani Molin”. In The Cosmos at Home: The Fresco Cycle of Villa Grimani Molin at Fratta Polesine. Zamorani, 158-164.

			

			


			Week 12

			
			Conclusion

			Prof. Pietro Daniel Omodeo (2 lessons).

			At the end of week 12, an excursion to a Veneto villa/province will take place.

			
			Readings

			Omodeo, P.D. (2025). “The Aquaformation of Modern Venice: Powers of Nature and Water Worlding”. In E. Kaira and M. Jänkälä (eds.), The Pavilion – Architecture of Stewardship. Arvinius / Orfeus Publishing.
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			Course description

			This course provides a global perspective on science and society by focusing on the relationship between culture and health communication. We will examine theoretical frameworks, case studies, and examples from health communication worldwide, exploring how culture and co-cultures are addressed in intercultural patient-physician communication, health messages, campaigns and interventions, healthcare institutions, digital health, and the structural and social determinants of health. We will then review and synthesize the current health communication literature on how culture is defined and discussed in health communication theory and practice. The course will culminate with a collective discussion of theory-based applications of culture for achieving greater health equity globally within the context of health communication.

			This class addresses the social construction of health and illness as well as social scientific theoretical perspectives used within the field of health communication, with a particular focus on interpersonal communication. As an international university, we will use the lenses of social change, structure, culture, and agency to explore the use of communication to transform global, national, and local structures of power that create and sustain oppressive conditions. This will all be grounded and focused on health communication. Using empirical evidence and case studies, we explore the ways through which those in power create conditions at the margins and provide a theoretical base for discussing the ways in which these positions of power are resisted through communication processes, strategies, and tactics. The interplay of power and control with resistance is woven through each of the units.

			The course will include a particular focus on provider-patient communication and interpersonal communication in healthcare and health/illness contexts. We will address the nature of clinician-patient relationships and the ways medical education provides opportunities for medical students to reflect on their communication. I expect that this experience will enable you to talk about ways in which research in health communication relates to patients’ health and well-being and to the health and well-being of society at large, how research in health communication advances our understanding of the process of human communication and relationships, and how contemporary societal developments such as communication as core competencies in medical education impacts research and health care delivery.

			Our time will also be spent addressing issues in communication skills and training, disclosure issues, outcomes of health interactions, stigma, culture, and special populations, all from a cultural and global lens. I am also happy to work with you to conceptualize ways of looking at the interactions that allow for prospects for communication in community health, organizational issues, or health messages in the media depending on your interests. For example, if you are interested in community health you might explore broader social and community health concerns, including prevention, risk perceptions, disenfranchisement, community organizing, and social support networks and health. If you are interested in organizational issues, we might explore issues such as health care teams, social support for health care providers, the structure of health care organizations, and the rhetoric of health care organizations. If you are interested in health messages in the media, we might explore such topics as health information covered in the media, health campaigns, health PR, health literacy, health message strategies, or information technology issues.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students should be able to:

			_ Describe the social construction of health and illness as well as social scientific theoretical perspectives used within the field of health communication.

			_ Synthesize interpersonal communication and relationship science as a social scientific orientation that is also complimentary to the social construction of health/illness.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the role of applied research within the inter-disciplinary understanding of health communication.

			_ Develop skills to promote the use of theory that bridges the gap between academic research and applied problems.

			_ Understand core competencies and systems in medical education and healthcare education and the role of communication within these systems.

			_ Demonstrate understanding of the vocabulary associated with modern health care, health care systems, medical education, relationships in health/illness and communication about health.

			_ Apply health communication approaches to research, policy, advocacy, and education

			_ Compare, contrast and synthesize the different theoretical foundations of cross-cultural research with the aim of developing “new knowledge”.

			_ Complete a group project that considers communication in healthcare or in an important area of health/illness.

				
			



			Teaching methods

			This course will be a combination of lectures, readings, and discussions. Each class will begin with a lecture to introduce fundamental topics and concepts, particularly summarizing findings from a social science perspective. Next, students will discuss the assigned readings that explore the topic in greater depth and that offer an alternative perspective. To that end, you should come to class prepared to discuss the readings. Commitment to careful reading and engaged participation is required. During each session, students are encouraged to share their perspectives and to engage in critical thinking, analysis, and applications of the readings and course materials. I will facilitate discussion and application and provide additional context and examples and insight as needed. This course will also include opportunities for small group work and collaborative learning. For example, students will work in small groups to analyze and present a particular aspect of health communication from multiple perspectives including integrating the social construction of ideas as compared to the social scientific orientation, and how the orientations can co-inform each other.

					
			



			Assessment

			Based on a combination of participation in class discussions, three response papers, and your group project.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Part 1: Theoretical Foundations and Assumptions


			(Re) Thinking Culture and the Global Context in Health Communication

			How Patients, health professionals, and policymakers embody cultural constructions that impact health/illness and healthcare processes. What is culture? In this meeting, we explore different ways to think about culture and the implications of science and society.

			
			Readings

			Hsieh, E. and Kramer, E.M. (2021). Rethinking Culture in Health Communication: Social Interactions as Intercultural Encounters (Ch. 1). Wiley Blackwell, 1-25. An interdisciplinary overview of health communication using a cultural lens – uniquely focused on social interactions in health contexts.

			

					
			



			Social Meanings of Health/Illness across Cultures

			The emergence of the duality of “reality” in health/illness. Measuring symptoms of illness as compared to whole-person health. In this meeting, we discuss value orientations.

			
			Readings

			Brody, H. (1994). “‘My Story Is Broken; Can You Help Me Fix It?’: Medical Ethics and the Joint Construction of Narrative”. Literature and Medicine, 13(1), 79-92.

			

				
			



			Emotions in Health/Illness and Healthcare

			In this session, we discuss the social construction of empathy and emotion. Example about “talking into depression”. The ethics of emotions in health/illness and healthcare.

			
			Video

			Cleveland Clinic (2013). Empathy: The Human Connection to Patient Care. watch video

					
			



			Readings

			Feldman Barrett, L. (2017). How Emotions Are Made: The Secret Life of the Brain (Ch. 2: “Emotions are Constructed”; Ch. 10: “Emotion and Illness”). Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

			

					
			



			Embodiment and Whole Person Attentiveness

			While the way we live as humans has – for many of us – become less embodied, there is much the body can teach the mind. In this session, we consider scientific and humanistic understanding of embodiment, disembodiment, the role of the body in whole person’s attentiveness, and in the mind-body connection. We will consider global and cultural understanding of the body and embodiment.

			
			Readings

			Duggan, A. (2019). “Reconsidering Embodiment and Language for Illness”. In Health and Illness in Close Relationships. Cambridge University Press.

			Additional reading on the body from another culture. To be added.

			

				
			



			Scientific Assumptions and the Emergence of Modern Medicine

			In this session, we discuss the rational and empirical scientific basis of modern medicine in the Western World. We discuss evidence-based medicine as a paradigm shift in the early 1990s to address the tensions between rationalism and empiricism in medicine. We discuss the subsequent focus on the biopsychosocial model of medicine and changes in core competencies in medical school to include social sciences.

			
			Readings

			Street, R.L. et al. (2009). “How Does Communication Heal? Pathways Linking Clinician-Patient Communication to Health Outcomes”. Patient Education and Counseling, 74, 295-301.

			


			



			Perspectives on the Clinical Method and the Life World of the Patient

			We compare with the necessary skills of the clinical method is an interpretive act which draws on narrative skills to integrate the overlapping stories told by patients, clinicians, and test results. The art of selecting the most appropriate medical maxim for a particular clinical decision is acquired largely through the accumulation of “case expertise” (the stories or “illness scripts” of patients and clinical anecdotes). We discuss the lived experience of patients as experts in their own lives and conditions.

			We consider the critical narrative of navigating cultural differences in medicine and life, and how communication can drastically impact a patient’s care.

			
			Video

			Global Center for Journalism and Trauma (2017). The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: Anne Fadiman Book Talk. watch video

					
			



			Optional readings

			Fadiman, A. (2012). The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures. Macmillan.

			


			Part 2: Methods and Measurement and Systemic Interconnections


			Social Determinants, Structural Factors, and Health Inequities

			The social determinants of health (SDH) are the non-medical factors that influence health outcomes. They are the conditions in which people are born, grow, work, live, and age, and the wider set of forces and systems shaping the conditions of daily life. These forces and systems include economic policies and systems, development agendas, social norms, social policies and political systems. We also examine the systemic intersections of culture, ethics, and institutional policies. To that end, we shift our focus away from individual- or group-based health interventions and investigate how health policies and structural barriers shape the complex relationships between individuals’ everyday lives and a society’s management of resources. Recent investigations of health disparities have highlighted several important issues in conceptualizing structural barriers. Rather than providing a blanket criticism against structural barriers, our goal is to explore the complex and nuanced interrelationship between structural barriers, social policies, and health disparities. We discuss global and cultural examples of social determinants and systemic interconnections.

			
			Readings

			WHO (n.d.). Social Determinants of Health. see resource

			

					
			



			The Culture-Centered Approach to Health Communication Research and Innovation

			Health communication in defining stakeholders within society, communication and the ethics of science and medicine, communication and healthcare competencies. Social scientific and critical cultural integration of communication in shaping science and society.

			
			Readings

			Dutta, M.J. (2023). “Culture-Centered Approach to Communicating Health”. In J.T. Austin, M.P. Orbe and J.D. Sims (eds.), Communication Theory: Racially Diverse and Inclusive Perspectives. Cognella.

			

					
			



			Measuring Health and Well-Being

			We consider science and innovation as the practical challenges in measuring health and well-being, particularly with respect to the influence of cultural factors on well-being and well-being measurement. We consider the WHO report on the impact of culture on health and well-being, and how to communicate findings from well-being data across such a culturally diverse region as Europe.

			
			Readings

			WHO Regional Office for Europe (2015). “Beyond Bias: Exploring the Cultural Contexts of Health and Well-Being Measurement”. Cultural Contexts of Health and Well-Being, 1. read pdf

			

					
			



			Insights from Humanities: Locating the “subjective” in Subjective Well-Being

			How can insights from the humanities contribute to our understanding of the cultural dynamics of subjective well-being? Are alternative sources of data, such as the historical or cultural record, valid in constructing narratives of national and regional subjective well-being?

			
			Readings

			Greenhalgh, T. (1999). “Narrative Based Medicine: Narrative Based Medicine in an Evidence Based World”. British Medical Journal, 318(7179), 323-325.

			

					
			



			Culture and Health Behaviors

			In previous class sessions, we have explored how fundamental differences in cultural understanding can lead to significant differences in our worldviews, values, and the realities we live in. We will now explore how these cultural perspectives can bring insights into our understanding of health behaviors.

			We review two theories of behavior change including the Health Belief Model and the Theory of Reasoned Action (TRA)/Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) that are common in health campaigns to change health behavior. We will then analyze the underlying assumptions held by the theories. We will then explore how certain common values that are prevalent and fundamental to medicine and healthcare delivery in the West (e.g., informed consent, patient autonomy, and self-determinism) are also cultural products, which may create tensions and ethical dilemmas when patients and providers do not share the same cultural values.

			Health practices are cultural practices. As we make sense of our everyday life, our understanding of information, behaviors, and motivations are embedded in cultural contexts. So are our theories that are developed to explain health behaviors. In this session we unpack the underlying assumptions.

			
			Readings

			Simkulet, W. (2018). “Nudging, Informed Consent and Bullshit”. Journal of Medical Ethics, 44(8), 536-542.

			

					
			Part 3: Innovations and Application


			Transformative Technologies Including AI

			We will explore the interconnection between technology and healthcare and health/illness from two perspectives. First, we will explore technology as a tool for health communication and health intervention including medicine as interconnected with technological innovation. We will examine how generative AI shapes and is shaped by innovation. Second, we will ask how technology as a cultural phenomenon shapes our experiences and understanding of medicine, of the body, and of health and illness. We examine the relationships between science, technology, and ethics. We will consider how technologies shape our understanding of realities.

					
			



			Positive Deviance and Positive Disruptors in Health Communication

			In this class session, we explore tools of health communication that involve creativity.

			
			Readings

			Pennebaker, J.W. and Chung, C.K. (2007). “Expressive Writing, Emotional Upheavals, and Health”. In H. Friedman and R. Silver (eds.), Handbook of Health Psychology. Oxford University Press.

					
			



			Websites

			Go to Positive Deviance Initiative. Examine the site’s materials, presentations, publications, and other features.

			Go to The Bigger Picture. Examine the site’s examples of using art and community engagement to change the conversation on health.

			

				
			



			Assignment: You will take five images of things (other than yourself) that affirm or reinforce your health/wellbeing, and five images of things that threaten or undermine your health/wellbeing. You will caption these images. You will share your images and captions and be prepared to discuss how self-expressive experiences have been used, and might be used even more imaginatively, to improve people’s health. What areas can self-expressive images be helpful for health or well-being?

					
			



			Communicating Social Support: Understanding Supportive Relationships through Cultural Perspectives and Co-Cultures

			In this class meeting, we consider the literature on social support, highlighting its multi-dimensional meanings as situated in interpersonal and social contexts. By situating the meanings of social support in cultural contexts, we acknowledge that social support is a cultural phenomenon that needs to be understood, interpreted, and enacted through its cultural norms. By adopting a normative approach to individuals’ interpretation and evaluation of social support, we will explore the challenges to identity management and illness management faced by patients and their supportive others in offering different forms of social support.

			We will look at Carey Candrian’s Eye to Eye photos of older queer women which showcases intimate portraits of nearly three dozen LGBTQ women aged 59 to 85.

			We will also look at other cultural perspectives on communicating social support.

					
			



			Part 4: Global and Cultural Contexts in Health Communication: Special Topics


			Venice and Healthcare

			We will explore Venice and healthcare including the historical challenges and health communication. This section will include two out-of-class activities. We will visit the Ospedale Civile which is the general hospital located adjacent to the Church of San Giovanni e Paolo in the Castello district of Venice. This large, modern hospital provides care for the lagoon population of Venice from the cradle to the grave. We will also celebrate the November Festa della Salute.

					
			



			Out of Classroom Activities as a Class

			We will visit the hospital and medical museum in Venice.

			We will celebrate November Venice celebrates the Festa della Salute –this commemorates survival from the plague. This will include an out-of-class visit to Santa Maria Della Salute and learning about what that means for Venice historically and currently.

			Celebration of Venice group meal at Professor Duggan’s apartment.

					
			



			Global and Cultural Considerations for Disability and Health Communication

			World Health Organization Overview: Disability is part of being human and is integral to human experience. It results from the interaction between health conditions such as dementia, blindness or spinal cord injury, and a range of environmental and personal factors. An estimated 1.3 billion people – or 16% of the global population – experience a significant disability today. This number is growing because of an increase in noncommunicable diseases and people living longer. Persons with disabilities are a diverse group, and factors such as sex, age, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, race, ethnicity and their economic situation affect their experiences in life and their health needs. People with disabilities die earlier, have poorer health, and experience more limitations in everyday functioning than others.

			In this session, we focus in particular on support for people with disabilities in Italy.

			
			Readings

			OECD (2023). Disability, Work and Inclusion in Italy: Better Assessment for Better Support. see resource

			

					
			



			Health Communication for Happiness and Well-Being: Global and Cultural Considerations

			In this class meeting, we focus on a positive aspect of health and well-being: Happiness. We use the World Happiness Report and describe implications from the perspectives we have discussed so far in class. We discuss happiness and age, happiness and culture(s), global trends in child and adolescent well-being, supporting the well-being of an aging global population, and differences in life satisfaction among older adults.

			
			Readings

			World Happiness Report. see resource

			

					
			



			Aging and Health Communication: Global and Cultural Considerations

			I will introduce you to Life span perspectives on aging and health communication. We will learn about one theory in particular Communication Accommodation Theory (CAT) in the context of Aging. We will look at positive and negative aspects of communication accommodation and aging. We will analyze the #oldlivesmatter initiative affiliated with VIU from the perspective of CAT.

			
			Readings

			European Interdisciplinary Council on Ageing reports. see resource

			

					
			



			We will focus on thriving and aging. Pending getting access which I am working on… We will watch the film In Life, a documentary about three people living longer in different cultures, thriving in life, and who are exemplars of positive age beliefs. Support for the film came through a grant from the Law Stroud Foundation. Produced by Persistent Productions, “the film In Life consists of three video portraits of artists creating original work in their later years. Featuring writer Betsy Cox, painter Goh Beng Kwan, and pianist Leeanne Rees, the film captures their artistic vantage points and offers perspectives into their processes for their most recent works. The films show us that aging can be fuel for artistic production and hitting one’s stride creatively speaking. Viewers will also discover mentors, guides and ideas that inspired perseverance”.
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			Course description

			The medicine and healthcare systems of the 21st century are the product of a long, complex history. To understand this evolution, we must explore how people – caregivers and patients alike – have perceived illness, health, and healing from antiquity to the rise of modern medicine in the 18th century. This course examines medical practices, diseases, and patient experiences in premodern East Asia and Europe. Through case studies, we will explore how medical knowledge was shaped and applied in diverse historical contexts. While disease and healing are universal, their interpretation and treatment vary. Medicine is deeply influenced by cultural, social, and political forces. The global response to COVID-19 – reflected in differing views on masks, vaccines, and lockdowns – highlights this variability. By studying the past, we gain a richer understanding of how diverse perceptions and practices continue to shape health decisions today.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students will understand the scope of medical knowledge and the diversity of health practices across historical contexts. They will appreciate how today’s healthcare systems evolved through both innovation and failure, gaining a critical perspective on modern medicine. Weekly workshop-style “History Lab” sessions will introduce historical methods through close analysis of textual and visual primary sources.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			The course is organized thematically to explore key topics in medical thought and practice across various historical contexts in Eurasia. We begin by examining conceptualizations of health, illness, life, and death. We then place medical knowledge in conversation with other systems of thought, survey major pre-modern medical traditions, and investigate diagnosis, treatment, epidemics, and healing spaces. The course concludes with a discussion on trust in medicine: trust in practitioners, knowledge, and the healing process. Each week will include three core activities: First, critical discussions based on academic literature, with readings divided among students, each responsible for explaining their assigned portion to the class. Second, short presentations on contemporary media that connect to the week’s theme. Third, hands-on “History Lab” workshops, where we analyze primary sources and reconstruct aspects of pre-modern medical realities.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Active contributions to class discussions. 20% of the final grade.

			_ “Historical labs”. 20% of the final grade.

			_ 5-minute presentations on relevant news reels. 20% of the final grade.

			_ Take-home exam at the end of the semester requiring students to analyze a primary source related to Eurasian medical history. 40% of the final grade.

				
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			Introduction and framework: What is history of health? Where is Eurasia? And when is the pre-modern period?

			History Lab: Patients’ experiences as history of medicine – excerpts from primary sources will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 2

			
			What were health and illness? What were life and death?

			History Lab: Determining the moment of death and the challenge of brain death – excerpts from primary sources will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 3

			
			What was medicine?

			History Lab: A learned physician’s definition of medicine – excerpts from Avicenna’s Canon of Medicine (early 11th century) will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 4

			
			What were the perceptions of medicine and illness in different medical systems?

			History Lab: excerpt from Doctors, Diviners, and Magicians of Ancient China: Biographies of Fang-Shih.

			
			Readings

			DeWoskin, K.J. (trans.) (1983). “Hua T’o”. In Doctors, Diviners, and Magicians of Ancient China: Biographies of Fang-Shih. Columbia University Press, 140-153.

			

			


			Week 5

			
			How was illness diagnosed?

			History Lab: The Urine Wheel – an image will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Weeks 6-7

			
			What were the principles and methods of treatment?

			History Lab: Amulets for the protection of women and newborn children and instructions for acupuncture – images will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 8

			
			Who were the healers?

			History Lab: The woes of a pre-modern medical career – excerpts from primary sources will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 9

			
			What were the illnesses?

			History Lab: King George III’s madness – links to on-line exhibitions from the Georgian Papers Programme will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 10

			
			What were the epidemics of the past?

			History Lab: Spread of the Black Plague interactive map – a link will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 11

			
			What were the healing sites?

			History Lab: Inside the early modern sickchamber – a link to an article on objects in the sickroom will be posted on Moodle.

			


			Week 12

			
			Conclusion: Why trust and believe doctors?

			History Lab: Practical Doctor’s Ethics and malpractice suits – excerpts from Ishaq Ibn Ali al-Ruhawi’s 9th century Practical Medical Deontology and cases from Italian courts will be posted on Moodle.
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			Course description

			Relationships can be the source of our greatest joys and happiness, but relationships can also be connected to our greatest heartbreaks and strains. This course considers social and personal relationships from an academic perspective – the science and humanities in understanding relationships. This course provides a cohesive understanding of the current empirical and theoretical literature on social and personal relationships, with consideration to sociocultural perspectives on relationships. You will be able to describe relationships in terms of science and society by focusing on the empirical and theoretical foundations of relationships as well as considering culture and sociocultural contexts. We will examine empirical and theoretical frameworks, case studies, and examples from different cultures and contexts, exploring how social and personal relationship processes are understood. We will then review and synthesize humanities perspectives including literature and art and theatre. The course will culminate with a re-imagined approach to social and personal relationships through the lens of positive health sciences, seeing the connection between relationships and positive health as both a destination and a journey-with health relationships and positive health being any movement toward thriving.

			Childhood friends. School friends. Neighborhood friends. College friends. Work friends. Best friends. Boyfriends. Girlfriends. This class provides an overview of the scientific study of personal and social relationships and the theoretical and applied explanations for core principles and constructs of relationship development, maintenance, and dissolution and provides extensive exploration of the nature of close relationship processes. We unpack the assumptions of scientific processes and also explore what humanities approaches help us understand about relationships. We explore both the social science and humanities with considerations for culture and the sociocultural contexts of close relationships.

			When people describe what makes life meaningful, what contributes to their happiness, and what they most value, they identify close relationships. Close relationships are vital to well-being, including happiness, mental health, physical health, and longevity. On the other hand, close relationships can challenge everything we thought we knew about our well-being, emotions, and mental health! Close personal relationships have a holistic quality that meets more than a need to belong and that is conceptually bigger than shared goals. Close relationships conceptually are more cohesive than a set of interactive moments and more complex than any set of variables.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			At the end of the course, students should be able to:

			_ Describe the theoretical and empirical foundations of relationship science.

			_ Synthesize relationship science as a social scientific orientation that is also complimentary to humanities approaches.

			_ Articulate the role of culture and global understanding in research and application of relationship science and relational well-being.

			_ Demonstrate an understanding of the role of applied research within the inter-disciplinary understanding of relationship science.

			_ Develop skills to promote the use of theory that bridges the gap between academic research and applied problems connecting relationship science and the humanities.

			_ Understand core concepts in relationship science and in relationships in human flourishing including friendships, romantic relationships, close relationships, and social support.

			_ Demonstrate understanding of the vocabulary associated with research about relationship process in social science and humanities.

			_ Apply positive health sciences approaches relationships and well-being.

			_ Compare, contrast and synthesize the different theoretical foundations of relationship science and relational well-being with the aim of analyzing “best practices”.

			_ Complete a group project that considers relationships and well-being or in an important area of relationship science.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			This course will be a combination of lectures, readings, and discussions. Each class will begin with a lecture to introduce fundamental topics and concepts, particularly summarizing findings from a social science perspective. Next, students will discuss the assigned readings that explore the topic in greater depth and that offer an alternative perspective. To that end, you should come to class prepared to discuss the readings. Commitment to careful reading and engaged participation is required. During each session, students are encouraged to share their perspectives and to engage in critical thinking, analysis, and applications of the readings and course materials. I will facilitate discussion and application and provide additional context and examples and insight as needed. This course will also include opportunities for small group work and collaborative learning. For example, students will work in small groups to analyze and present a particular aspect of relationships from multiple perspectives including integrating the theoretical and empirical foundations and the strengths and limitations of the current understanding from social scientific orientation, and how humanities offer an additional orientation that can co-inform what we know from social science.

					
			



			Assessment

			Assessment in this course will be based on a combination of participation in class discussions, three response papers that include reflective notes, and your group project explicating the foundations and global/cultural applications of a relationship process.

					
			



			
			Syllabus

			
			Part 1: Theoretical and Empirical Foundations and Assumptions


			The Building Blocks of Relationships

			In this class session we look at the building blocks of relationships. We look at nature and importance of intimacy, the influence of culture, the influence of experience, the influence of individual differences, the influence of human nature, the influence of interaction, and the dark side of relationships.

			
			Readings

			Miller, R.S. (2021). “The Building Blocks of Relationships”. In Intimate Relationships. McGraw-Hill.

			

					
			



			Friendships Across the Lifespan

			In this class session we explore friendships across the lifespan, with a particular focus on friendship in later life and cross-cultural comparison. Friendship is a relationship that can endure across the entire lifespan, serving a vital role for sustaining social connectedness in late life when other relationships may become unavailable. We explore theoretical approaches for conceptualizing friendship research, and areas research about late-life friendship research. We include a presentation of innovative research methods for understanding international data sets that can advance late-life friendship research using large samples and cross-national comparisons. We explore interventions aimed at improving friendship and reducing social isolation among older adults.

			
			Readings

			Blieszner, R., Ogletree, A.M. and Adams, R.G. (2019). “Friendship in Later Life: A Research Agenda”. Innovation in Aging, 3,1.

			

					
			



			Close Relationship Processes in Relationship Science

			What is relationship science? In this meeting, we explore the interdisciplinary study of relationship science focusing on the implications for science and society.

			Relationship science explicates concepts such as love, commitment, respect, jealousy, willingness to sacrifice, loneliness, disclosure, and positivity in close relationships. Relationships involve cognitive, behavioral, and affective (or emotional) aspects as manifest in a series of interactions particular to the people involved. Close relationships involve mutual understanding of closeness and behavior as developed over time. We explore concepts such as relationship commitment, stability, relationship integration, goal pursuit, emotional bonds, and sacrifice and the communicative enactment of ongoing relationships. You will understand how relationship science as an interdisciplinary field of study approaches theoretical and empirical work in social and personal relationships.

			
			Readings

			Hsieh, E. and Kramer, E.M. (2021). Rethinking Culture in Health Communication: Social Interactions as Intercultural Encounters (Ch. 1). Wiley Blackwell, 1-25. An interdisciplinary overview of health communication using a cultural lens – uniquely focused on social interactions in health contexts.

			

					
			



			Attraction

			Why are people attracted to others? What part is individual choice? How does culture influence attraction? In this meeting, we explore the science of attraction and social cognition.

			We consider the fundamental basis of attraction, proximity (why we like those near us), physical attractiveness, reciprocity, similarity, gender and culture. We look at cognitive processes in first impressions (and beyond), the power of perceptions, impression management, and assumptions about how well we know people we think we know (including partners).

					
			



			Self and Connectedness: Individual and Dyadic Levels of Analysis Social and Personal Relationships and Culture

			In this class meeting, we explore the foundations of social and personal relationships by considering individual and dyadic levels of analysis of social and personal relationships. When we consider the individual, we will explore the self, personal traits, personality, personal growth and development, and a life span perspective). We introduce implications for different disciplines, for cultures and co-cultures, and for global perspectives. I will introduce you to research on: Individual Differences in Relationship Processes and Relational Ambivalence, Personality and close relationship processes, Attachment Theory and Relational Ambivalence, Culture and Individual Differences, Global Considerations for Individual Differences, and Connectedness: Dyadic Level Understanding.

			
			Readings

			Kelley, D.L. (2020). “The Person Within the Mask: Mask-Wearing, Identity, and Communication”. American Journal of Qualitative Research, 4, 111-130.

			

					
			



			Humanities Approaches – Illumination, Accompaniment, Human Flourishing, and Relationships

			In this class session, we discuss humanities approaches focusing on illumination and accompaniment, and the understanding of human flourishing as connected to relationships. We unpack the assumptions and approaches from humanities.

			
			Readings

			Brooks, D. (2023). How to Know a Person: The Art of Seeing Others Deeply and Being Seen (Ch. 3: “Illumination”; Ch. 4: “Accompaniment”). Random House.

			

					
			



			Family Systems Understanding

			Understanding social and personal relationships from a systems perspective is grounded in what we know from family systems, where the family is treated as a unit. From a systems perspective / family systems perspective, when something affects one person (member of the system), it affects every other family member (member of the system) as well. The strength and stability of the family unit (or system) can provide support when one-member needs help. Family systems and systems approaches focus on the generational, social, community, and cultural factors that influence individuals and families (or system). In this class session, we discuss family systems / systems understanding. We unpack the assumptions and approaches from external family systems and compare them with more recent approaches including internal family systems.

			
			Readings

			Friedman, E. (1990). The Bridge from Friedman’s Fables. Guilford Press.

			Dunst, C.J. (2021). “Family Strengths, the Circumplex Model of Family Systems, and Personal and Family Functioning: A Meta-Analysis of the Relationships Among Study Measures”. Journal of Behavior, Health & Social Issues, 13(2), 1-16.

			


			Part 2: Close Relationships and Social and Cultural Contexts


			Conceptualizing Interdependence in Relationship Science

			In this class session, we consider social exchange and interdependence in close relationships. We read about social exchange and the economics of relationships and commitment. We also consider interdependence as theoretical foundation of interconnectedness. Many of the variables of interest in conceptualizing close relationships, and in the scientific study of close relationships, are causally bi-directionally and highly correlated with each other (e.g. trust, love, commitment). In this class session, we analyze interdependence theory and consider culture in relational interdependence.

			
			Readings

			Rusbult, C.E. and Van Lange, P.A.M. (2008). “Why We Need Interdependence Theory”. Social and Personality Compass, 2(5), 2049-2070.

			

					
			



			Culture in Close Relationship Processes

			Culture shapes human social and relational life as well as priorities, access to meeting goals, and interpretation and evaluation of individual actions and social events. For many, culture is experienced as the invisible assumption of “normal”. In contrast, relationships, especially family relationships and close relationships, are the salient center of the human social environment and thus carry central culture-specific goals. We will consider culture and close relationship processes including close relationships and cultural representations of relationships. We will analyze the interconnection between close relationships and health across cultures East Asian Cultures.

			
			Readings

			Campos, B. and Kim, H.J. (2017). “Incorporating the Cultural Diversity of Family and Close Relationships in the Study of Health”. American Psychologist, 72(6), 543-554.

			

					
			



			Intimate Relationships: Romantic Attraction, Dating, and Love

			In this session, we discuss love and why it matters. We begin with a brief history of love and individual and cultural differences in love. We explore why intimate relationships are important (including science as evidence), what makes a relationship intimate, how intimacy is different from love, influential theories of intimacy, and romantic attraction including physical appearance, personal characteristics, contexts of romantic attraction. We explore the science of different types of love including compassionate love, companionate love, the science of affection, and love as mutual interests, and shared laughter. I share summaries of the science of affection and methods used to study love and affection.

			
			Readings

			No Reading. Focus on integrated reflection on your close social and personal relationships.

			

					
			



			Marriage and Romantic Partnerships

			We look at the history of marriage and implications for self (and self-discovery) and for relationships We explore implications for culture and marriage and the aftermath of breakups. We discuss the legal meaning of sex and romantic relationships and the interconnected assumptions about whether legal changes in the regulation of sexuality and domestic relationships contribute to public perceptions that partnerships accompanying the act of sex are a wholly private matter.

			
			Readings

			Finkel, E.J. (2014). “The All-or-Nothing Marriage”. The New York Times. read resource

					
			



			Video

			TEDx Talks (2013). The Marriage Hack: Eli Finkel at TEDxUChicago. watch video

	
			



			Website

			Eli J. Finkel website

			

					
			



			Sex and Sexuality in Relationships

			In this class session, we explore sex and sexuality. We look at relationship science perspectives as well as humanities perspectives on sexual attitudes, sexual behavior, sexual satisfaction, sexual coercion, and sex and sexuality beyond binary boundaries.

					
			



			The Italian Context: Intersectional Perspectives on Challenges to Intimate Relationships and Marriage in Italy

			In this class session, we consider sociocultural changes and the Italian context for marriage, the dissolution of marriage, and identity and options outside the monogamous borders of heterosexual marriage and recent same-sex civil unions. We explore intersectionality and the lived experiences through narratives of traditionally non-normative experiences in Italy.

			
			Readings

			Guarneri, A. et al. (2021). “On the Magnitude, Frequency, and Nature of Marriage Dissolution in Italy: Insights from Vital Statistics and Life-Table Analysis”. Genus, 77, 28.

			Gusmano, B. (2018). “Coming out Through an Intersectional Perspective: Narratives of Bisexuality and Polyamory in Italy”. Journal of Bisexuality, 18(1), 15-34.

			

					
			



			The Dark Side of Relationships

			Close relationships can bring out the best in us, but close relationships can also be associated with stress and strains. We look at the science of hurt feelings, ostracism, jealousy, deception and lying, and betrayal. We consider how close relationships can also manifest complicated dilemmas and contradictions and paradoxical patterns where we unwittingly enact and encourage the very behaviors we wish to control and curtail. We compare the dark side of interpersonal processes and relationships. We also look at the dark side of societal structures that shape relationships. We consider culture and global contexts for dark side dilemmas.

			
			Readings

			Spizberg, B.H. and Cupach, W.R. (2014). The Dark Side of Relationship Pursuit: From Attraction to Stalking (Ch. 1 and Ch. 4). Routledge.

			

					
			



			When Support Becomes Control in Health and Well-Being

			People in close relationships are involved in a complex interplay between their own and their close others’ health behaviors, making this a critical context in which to understand health-related social support and social control. Although these constructions are often viewed as separate in theory and research, they both shape and are shaped by attempts at health-enhancing communication and relational dynamics in close relationships and are associated with a variety of health outcomes and consequences.

			
			Readings

			Burke, T.J., Young, V.J. and Duggan, A. (2021). “Recognizing the Blurred Boundary Between Health-Related Support and Control in Close Relationships”. Personal Relationships, 29(4), 644-673.

			

					
			



			Communicating Revenge

			In this class session we explore more deeply a “dark side” relationship process: Revenge. We explore how and why people take revenge on others in modern social life. We consider research across academic disciplines to show the times and places at which revenge occurs, the types of acts that people engage in, and the psychological and social effects revenge can have on both receivers and avengers in various interpersonal relationship contexts, including romantic relationships, professional relationships, families, and friendships. I will share various methods of conducting empirical research on revenge. We read a theoretical account to explain why revenge occurs when it does. We discuss ethical and philosophical issues surrounding the practice of revenge.

			
			Readings

			Boon, S.D. and Yoshimura, S.M. (2020). “Revenge as Social Interaction: Merging Social Psychological and Interpersonal Communication Approaches to the Study of Vengeful Behavior”. Social Personal Psychology Compass, 14(9), e12554.

			

					
			



			Hope and Healing: Communicating Interpersonal Forgiveness

			Now we turn to hope and healing in personal relationships. We look at the interpersonal processes of communicating forgiveness. We consider literature on forgiveness in relationships. We explore real-life forgiveness narratives from interdisciplinary work that includes such related fields as psychology counseling, family studies, peace studies, conflict management, religious studies, and organizational behavior. We turn to a hopeful framework for negotiating health and just responses to relational disappointments. We consider societal level approaches including restorative justice.

			
			Readings

			Wolf, B.M., Kelley, D.L. and Broberg, S.E. (2020). “Forgiveness Communication and Health”. The Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Communication.

			


			Part 3: The Sociocultural Context of Relationships


			The Sociocultural Context of Social and Personal Relationships

			In this class meeting, I introduce and explore the social ecology of relationships and how the sociocultural context helps us understand assumptions that can be inaccurate or biased. The individual and dyadic levels of analysis are well documented, but relationship science often has a “context problem” in that they are disproportionally focused on Western, educated, industrialized, rich, and democratic (weird) samples. We consider intersectionality and contexts such as political climate, culture, and socioeconomic status. We consider the historic and systemic marginalization of individuals with minoritized racial and ethnic identities and how it impacts various aspects of their social and personal lives. We consider gender and sexuality as essential to relationship experiences and organization.

			
			Readings

			Cross, S.E. and Joo, M. (2024). “Sociocultural Perspectives on Romantic Relationships: A View from the East and West”. In B. Ogolsky (ed.), The Sociocultural Context of Romantic Relationships. Cambridge University Press.

			

					
			



			Religion and Spirituality in Romantic Relationships

			Different specific religious or spiritual beliefs can be helpful or hurtful for romantic relationships. In this class meeting, I facilitate a nuanced understanding about the dual-natured intersection of religion and / or spiritual beliefs and romantic relationships. We delineate findings that link global religion and spirituality factors to the formation (partner selection, decisions to cohabit or marry), and maintenance (union satisfaction, infidelity, domestic violence), and dissolution (divorce or separation) of romantic relationships.

			
			Readings

			Mahoney, A., McGraw, J.S. and Chinn, J. (2024). “Religion and Spirituality in Romantic Relationships”. In B. Ogolsky (ed.), The Sociocultural Context of Romantic Relationships. Cambridge University Press.

			Vignoli, D. and Salvini, S. (2014). “Religion and Union Formation in Italy: Catholic Precepts, Social Pressure, and Tradition”. Demographic Research, 31(35), 1079-1106.

			

					
			



			Cultures and Friendships

			We consider cultural variations in close friendships and consider how close friendships differ in individualism compared to collectivist cultures. We explore dimensions of friendships across cultures including value of autonomy, value spending quality time with friends, and support for sense of self. We look at involvement in friends’ lives and the interdependent nature of friendships and cultural variations in dimensions.

			
			Readings

			Baumgarte, R. (2016). “Conceptualizing Cultural Variations in Close Friendships”. Online Readings in Psychology and Culture, 5(4).

			


			Part 4: Innovations and Applications. Re-Imaging Social and Personal Relationships Through the Lens of Positive Health Sciences


			Flourishing relationships could provide the strongest link to positive health. In the last part of this course, we explore relationships from the lens of positive health sciences, and we re-imagine hopeful possibilities for research, for cross-cultural engagement, for peace, and for human flourishing.

			Assignment: You will take five images of things (other than yourself) that affirm or reinforce flourishing relationships for you, and five images of things that threaten or undermine your flourishing relationships for you. You will caption these images. You will share your images and captions and be prepared to discuss how reflective experiences help us understand our perceptions of relationships, and might be used even more imaginatively, to improve relationships and well-being health. What domains/areas can self-expressive images be helpful for relationships and well-being?

					
			



			The Emergence of Positive Health Sciences

			In this class period, I will introduce the foundations of positive health sciences. We begin with the emerging construct of positive health as an approach to health and well-being that recognizes the importance of social and personal factors that drive disease and illness but also focus on processes that underpin optimal health and well-being. The development of positive health sciences is similar to the rationale used to articulate the principles of positive psychology. Positive health sciences integrate lifestyle medicine and positive psychology and further expand the science-informed approaches to well-being. We consider positive health as both a destination and a journey. As a destination it signifies the pinnacle of physical, mental, social, emotional, and meaningful thriving. As a journey, it reflects the fact that any movement towards thriving is a positive healthy journey.

			
			Readings

			O’Boyle, C.A. et al. (2024). “Positive Health: An Emerging New Construct”. In J. Burke et al. (eds.), Routledge International Handbook of Positive Health Sciences (Ch. 1). Routledge.

			

					
			



			Do Our Relationships Make Us Healthier?

			We explore positive health sciences in this class by highlighting the importance of social relationships to our physical health and psychological well-being. We review theoretical foundations including attachment theory and social support. We discuss mechanisms linking relationships to health focusing especially on relationship quality and processes and their psychological constructs.

			
			Readings

			Sanri, Ç. and Jarden, A. (2024). “Do Our Relationships Make Us Healthier? Psychological Correlates of Social Connections and Close Relationships”. In J. Burke et al. (eds.), Routledge International Handbook of Positive Health Sciences (Ch. 6). Routledge.

			

					
			



			A Dialogical Way of Being in Relationships

			Coaching has become an increasingly popular intervention in health contexts. The new role of “health coach” is emerging across health systems globally. We explore ‘way of being’ a positive health coach and consider what that means for flourishing relationships.

			
			Readings

			Van Nieuwerbergh, C. and Knight, J. (2024). “Positive Health Coaching: Adopting a Dialogical Approach to Health and Well-Being”. In J. Burke et al. (eds.), Routledge International Handbook of Positive Health Sciences (Ch. 14). Routledge.

			


			Special Topics with Out-of-Class Activities


			Venice as City for Romantic Relationships

			We will explore Venice and romance. As a city that is described as one of “the most romantic cities in the entire world”. We explore the city from the perspectives of what we have learned in this class about flourishing relationships and well-being. This section will include two out-of-class activities. We will explore “romantic” Venice as a class, and we will write a reflection integrating academic and research-based understanding of relationship process with the claims of romantic destinations.

			
			Readings

			Utterly Romantic Things to do in Venice

			5 Most Important Relationships for People in Venice

			

					
			



			Relationships and the Survival of the Plague

			We will participate as a class in the Festa della Salute – this commemorates survival from the plague. This will include an out-of-class visit to Santa Maria Della Salute and learning about what that means for Venice historically and currently.

			
			Readings

			What is the Festa della Salute?

			

					
			



			Out of Classroom Activities as a Class

			We will visit the hospital and medical museum in Venice.

			We will celebrate in November the Venice celebration of the Festa della Salute –this commemorates survival from the plague. This will include an out-of-class visit to Santa Maria Della Salute and considering what that means for relationships in Venice historically and currently.

			Celebration of one of the most important relationships in Venice, the relationship people have with food. We have a Venice group meal at Professor Duggan’s apartment.
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			Course description

			This course explores from an interdisciplinary perspective the transformative role of Artificial Intelligence in driving innovation and fostering creativity in business and society. By discussing how AI technologies are reshaping the landscape for generating new ideas and solutions, participants will gain insights into both the opportunities and challenges presented by this evolution. From enhancing decision-making processes to automating creative tasks, AI is not just a tool but a partner in the creative process. However, this partnership comes with its own set of challenges, including ethical considerations and the potential for stifling human creativity. Through interactive discussions, case studies and hands-on sessions, attendees will gain understanding on the current impact of this technology on society.

					
			



			Requirements

			While no specific prior knowledge is necessary or required, familiarity with data analysis and processes in creative industries will be beneficial.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			_ Understanding the intuition behind the function of AI.

			_ Relating the function of AI to its main opportunities and challenges for business and society.

			_ Gaining knowledge about the use of AI in specific creative industries.

			_ Developing a clear understanding of the risks of AI for citizens and consumers.

			_ Developing horizontal skills in debating opportunities and risks of AI.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			The course is organized around 4 modules

					
			



			Module 1: The Basics – A Brief History of AI and How Generative AI Works

			This module introduces Artificial Intelligence, tracing its evolution from the early concepts and theoretical foundations laid in the mid-20th century through the diffusion of Machine Learning to the development of modern generative AI technologies. Participants will learn about the milestones in AI development, including the transition from rule-based systems to machine learning, neural networks and deep learning. The focus will then shift to generative AI, explaining its mechanisms for creating new content, whether text, images, or music directly using AI tools like ChatGPT. Understanding these basics lays the groundwork for comprehending AI’s role in innovation and creativity.

					
			



			Module 2: The Impact of AI on the Creative Industry

			This module explores how AI is revolutionizing the creative industries, from advertising to the music and movie industry. In advertising, AI tools are being used to generate creative content, target audiences more effectively, and optimize ad performance. In the movie industry, AI assists in scriptwriting, animation, and even in creating realistic visual effects. This module examines case studies where AI has been successfully integrated into creative processes, highlighting the benefits of such integration, including increased efficiency and the ability to generate innovative ideas and solutions. Attendees will also discuss the potential for AI to disrupt traditional creative roles and processes.

					
			



			Module 3: AI and the Process of Innovation

			In this module, we discuss how AI is facilitating process and product innovation, transforming business operations and workflows across various sectors. We’ll explore how AI technologies, including machine learning and natural language processing, are being leveraged to optimize production processes, enhance supply chain management, and provide personalized customer experiences, but also to create new blueprints in the semiconductor industry and new designs. Also, this segment highlights practical examples of AI-driven process innovation, from automated content creation in digital marketing to the application in industrial design. Participants will learn how the introduction of AI is transforming the landscape of the innovation process leveraging on new skills but making old competencies obsolete.

					
			



			Module 4: Challenges: Originality, Control, and Ethical Considerations

			This module tackles the significant challenges associated with the integration of AI, with a particular focus on issues of originality, control, and ethics. A critical look at AI’s originality reveals a tendency towards redundancy, as these systems often rely heavily on existing content for training, raising questions about the true creativity of AI-generated outputs. This segment also addresses the complexities of maintaining control over increasing autonomous AI systems, highlighting the need for mechanisms that ensure transparency and accountability. Ethical considerations are thoroughly explored, including biases embedded within AI algorithms and the implications of generative AI on intellectual property. Through this module, participants are encouraged to critically evaluate the implications of AI’s limitations and ethical dilemmas, fostering a dialogue on how to navigate these challenges while advancing innovation.
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			Course description

			Leaders of governments are often required to make decisions under conditions that are time-constrained, stressful, and where the stakes are very high. Think of the Cuban Missile Crisis, in which decisions needed to be made quickly in a context that risked nuclear war, the United States after 9/11, Ukraine and Russia, or Israel after October 7, 2023.

			Psychological research tells us that rather than behaving as rational actors, individual and collective history and memory influence leaders’ decisions in such circumstances. First, personal and collective history and memory contribute to leaders’ personalities and traits. Second, history and memory have a direct influence through their use in analogical reasoning – the inference that the current crisis is similar to a previous crisis. They help leaders to diagnose the seriousness of what is at stake and seem to offer clues as to the effective (and ineffective) courses of action. Third, prospect theory says that history and memory affect how leaders frame situations in terms of gains and losses, leading them to be risk averse or risk acceptant.

			But cognitive psychology also tells us that these memories and “lessons of history” are often used poorly by leaders because they are swayed by the superficial similarities between one situation and another or take risks to get back to a historical status quo that is unreachable. Indeed, the poor use of history often results in leaders making suboptimal decisions.

			This course will begin by looking at the psychology of elite decision-making in terms of the influence of history and memory on the development of leaders’ personalities and traits, in analogical reasoning, and according to prospect theory. The course will then consider other psychological perspectives on elite decision-making that regard history and memory as less influential, including groupthink, in which the emphasis is on the structural flaws of groups and the perils of concurrence-seeking, and poliheuristic theory, in which political considerations are said to eliminate consideration of some options entirely, with leaders then deciding rationally between the options that remain. Finally, we will ask whether (and how) these different perspectives on elite decision-making can be combined, and how we might ensure that leaders use history and memory more productively in decision-making.

			The course will draw on several different leaders, cases and historical examples from the 20th and 21st centuries around the world.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

			_ Discuss the major theories of elite thinking and decision-making in the field of political psychology in oral and written work, and the role of history and memory in them

			_ Apply and evaluate psychological theories of elite thinking and decision-making in presentations and written work.

			_ Synthesize and critique major theories and arguments in the field.

			_ Critically evaluate the implications of new research and evidence for a given theory.

					
			



			Assessments

			This course will be assessed by a combination of:

			_ Class participation (20%): asking questions (in-class or by email before class), answering questions in class, discussing readings.

			_ Presentations (12 minutes + Q&A) (40%): students will be given the opportunity to choose a leader and a decision that interests them. They will prepare a presentation that evaluates the leader and decision in terms of the theories we examine.

			_ Final exam of 1.5 hours (40%): consisting of multiple-choice questions and two essay questions requiring knowledge of the material in the course.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Psychological theories involving history and memory

			_ Psychobiography

			_ Leadership trait analysis and operational codes

			_ The Big 5

			_ Analogical reasoning and the past

			_ Prospect theory and elites’ reference points

					
			



			Alternative psychological theories

			_ Groupthink

			_ Prospect theory

					
			



			Combining psychological theories

			_ Personality and group think

			_ Cognitive complexity and analogical reasoning
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			Course description

			This course aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of how various branches of law in the European Union regulate and respond to technological advancements. It explores the dynamic interplay between law and technology, focusing on how legal instruments are used to ensure fair competition, protect fundamental rights, and promote responsible innovation. Contrary to the common belief that technology evolves in a legal vacuum, the development and deployment of technological innovations are indeed increasingly shaped and constrained by legal frameworks.

			The course begins with an introduction to the European Digital Internal Market and a comparative overview of digital regulation in the EU and the United States, highlighting differing legal approaches and policy priorities. It then presents the foundational principles of European competition law, with a special focus on the distinctions between traditional and digital markets and on the relationship between competition law and intellectual property rights. For decades, EU competition law has played a pivotal role in curbing anti-competitive practices among pharmaceutical and technology companies. Several cases where competition law has intersected with technological innovation are assessed in cases involving major players such as Novartis, Intel, Google and Facebook.

			Traditional competition law has, however, shown limitations in addressing the unique challenges posed by digital markets and the growing influence of Big Tech companies. The course thus addresses the response of the European Commission, which introduced the Digital Markets Act (DMA) in 2022 to prevent unfair practices by dominant platforms such as Google, Amazon, Facebook, Apple, and Microsoft (collectively known as GAFAM).

			The course then turns to the Digital Services Act (DSA), which complements the DMA by establishing a comprehensive framework for the responsibilities of online platforms. The DSA aims to create a safer, more transparent digital environment by setting out rules on content moderation, algorithmic accountability, and user rights. It has been described as a constitutional framework for the digital age, reflecting the EU’s commitment to platform governance that respects democratic values and fundamental rights.

			Yet, regulating digital markets to preserve competition and maintain a safe digital environment is only one facet of the broader legal response to technological change. The exponential growth of data – both personal and non-personal – has raised complex legal questions, which are addressed in the next part of the course. The EU has developed a comprehensive data strategy to tackle these challenges, resulting in key legislative instruments such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the Data Act, and the Data Governance Act. These laws aim to foster trust, ensure data sovereignty, and facilitate responsible data sharing across sectors through the creation of a single market for data.

			The final segment of the course addresses the regulation of artificial intelligence, a rapidly evolving field with profound societal implications. The newly adopted Artificial Intelligence Act introduces a risk-based approach to AI regulation, balancing innovation with ethical and safety concerns. It reflects the EU’s ambition to lead globally in the development of trustworthy AI systems that respect fundamental rights and democratic values.

			The course concludes with a critical reflection on the theoretical foundations of regulation and the institutional choices that shape legal responses to technological change. Through this multidisciplinary lens, students will gain the analytical tools needed to understand and evaluate the evolving legal landscape surrounding technology in the European Union.

			As part of the course, students will work in groups to prepare a presentation on how technology is regulated outside the European Union. These presentations, that will take place during the last week of the course, will explore legal frameworks in other jurisdictions – such as the United States, China, Japan or Russia – and compare them with the EU’s approach. This component both deepens the students’ understanding of the international dimensions of technology governance while encouraging collaborative learning and critical reflection on global regulatory diversity.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			By the end of the course, students from diverse academic backgrounds will be able to understand the complex interplay between law and technology across multiple levels. Drawing on insights from law, economics, and sociology, the course equips students to critically assess the political and legal implications of different regulatory approaches aimed at governing markets and maintaining competition. The knowledge acquired will be applicable in a variety of contexts, including academic research, legal and policy practice, public administration, and cultural analysis. Students will develop an awareness of the diverse legal strategies available to regulate technology and will be able to evaluate their effectiveness in addressing contemporary challenges.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			The course combines preparatory readings – including academic articles, book chapters, and official decisions – with in-class discussions. Readings will be distributed in advance, are mandatory, and form the foundation for classroom engagement and analysis.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ 2-hour written final essay: 50% of the final course mark

			_ Class participation: 15% of the final course mark.

			_ Group presentation: 35% of the final course mark.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			Introduction: The European Digital Internal Market

			Competition Law

			Foundational principles of European competition Law

			
			Readings

			Whish, R. and Bailey, D. (2024). Competition Law (11th ed.). Oxford University Press.

			TBD.

			

			


			Week 2

			
			Competition Law

			Foundational principles of European competition Law

			From traditional markets to markets in the Digital Age

			
			Readings

			Heinemann, A. (2024). “From Two-Sided Networks to Digital Ecosystems: The Economics of Platform Markets”. In P. Jung (ed.), Competition Law Issues in the Platform Economy: Comparative Commercial and Economic Law. Proceedings from the 38th German Conference on Comparative Law in Tübingen. Tübingen, 1-28.

			TBD.

			

			


			Week 3

			
			Competition Law

			The Relationship between Competition Law and Intellectual Property Rights

			Discussion based on decisions of the EU Commission and judgments of Court of Justice of the European Union

			
			Readings

			TBD (press releases of decisions and judgments).

			

			


			Week 4

			
			Competition Law

			Discussion based on decisions of the EU Commission and judgments of Court of Justice of the European Union

			
			Readings

			TBD (press releases of decisions and judgments).

			

			


			Week 5

			
			Competition Law

			Discussion based on decisions of the EU Commission and judgments of Court of Justice of the European Union

			Limitations: digital platforms

			
			Readings

			Whish, R. and Bailey, D. (2024). Competition Law (11th ed.). Oxford University Press, 1117-1126.

			TBD (press releases of decisions and judgments).

			

			


			Week 6

			
			Introduction to the European Regulations for the digital age

			Regulating digital platforms (DMA)

			
			Readings

			Podszun, R. (2023). “From Competition Law to Platform Regulation: Regulatory Choices for the Digital Markets Act”. Economics, 17(1), 1-20.

			Caffarra, C. and Scott Morton, F. (2021). “The Digital Markets Act: A Translation”. World Commerce Review.

			

			


			Week 7

			
			Regulating digital platforms (DMA)

			Regulating digital markets (DSA)

			
			Readings

			Tourkochoriti, I. (2023). “The Digital Services Act and the EU as the Global Regulator of the Internet”. Chicago Journal of International Law, 24(1), 129-156.

			

			


			Week 8

			
			Regulating digital markets (DSA)

			
			Readings

			TBD.

			

			


			Week 9

			
			Regulating Data

			GDPR

			European Data Strategy

			Data Act

			Data Governance Act

			
			Readings

			Carovano, G. and Finck, M. (2023). “Regulating Data Intermediaries: The Impact of the Data Governance Act on the EU’s Data Economy”. Computer Law and Security Review, 50(4).

			Kerber, W. (2023). “Governance of Iot Data: Why the EU Data Act Will not Fulfil Its Objectives”. GRUR International, 72(2), 120-132.

			

			


			Week 10

			
			Regulating AI

			European AI Strategy

			AI Act

			
			Readings

			Hacker, P. et al. (eds.) (forthcoming). The Oxford Handbook of the Foundation and Regulation of Generative AI (Introduction). Oxford University Press.

			

			


			Week 11

			
			Regulating new technologies: a critical reflection

			
			Readings

			Komesar, N.K. (1994). Choosing Institutions in Law, Economics and Public Policy (Chs. 1 & 2). University of Chicago Press.

			

			


			Week 12

			
			Student presentations: Regulating Technology Outside the EU
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			Course description

			British historian Eric Hobsbawm once wrote, “Memory is life. It is always carried by groups of living people, and therefore, it is in permanent evolution”. Memory is neither constant nor stable. Hobsbawm also observed, “As one would expect of tourists, they tried to find poverty colorful”, suggesting that the same past appears different depending on the perspective from which we view it. Nostalgia, a form of both personal and collective memory, is a longing for a bygone time or lost home. In this course, we will explore the psychological and ideological functions of nostalgia as a form of memory, focusing on a hybrid genre known as nostalgia film.

			As Hobsbawm notes, memory is unreliable because it is subject to change and colored by subjectivity. However, it remains more authentic than nostalgia, which is largely a product of imagination or fantasy. Nostalgia, imbued with sentimentality, can be seen as psychologically regressive, while nostalgia that idealizes the past can be viewed as ideologically reactionary. Whether regressive or reactionary, nostalgia undeniably serves as a way of coming to terms with the past and as a vehicle for individuals, societies, and nations to move forward. Yet, nostalgia is also an unfulfilled desire, as the idealized past or home can never be fully reclaimed. The past can be recreated, but no one can relive it.

			Since the phenomenal success of American Graffiti (1974), there has been a notable rise in the production of nostalgia films, which American literary and cultural critic Fredric Jameson has termed “postmodern nostalgia films”. According to Jameson, these films commodify history by reducing it to mere visual spectacle for consumption. Left-wing critics and film historians are often critical of nostalgia films because they dehistoricise history. One of our tasks in this course will be to examine whether nostalgia indeed represents a form of dehistoricisation, in contrast to historical dramas and memory films.

			Nostalgia is a universal sentiment, and nostalgia films have been produced worldwide. However, the specific historical periods filmmakers tend to romanticize vary from nation to nation. For instance, American nostalgia films frequently revisit the Eisenhower era; British heritage films idealize the Edwardian period; French costume dramas focus on the Third Republic; Italian historical films evoke the fascist era; contemporary German films often recall the DDR; post-Cultural Revolution Chinese cinema harks back to the Cultural Revolution itself; Taiwanese New Cinema reflects on the time of Martial Law; and Japanese nostalgia films often revisit the postwar Showa period, from 1952 through the 1960s. Our separate task is to investigate why a certain historical period evokes strong nostalgia for filmmakers and film audiences in such nations or a region.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students are expected to engage with seminal literature on nostalgia, gaining a comprehensive understanding of its psychological and ideological dimensions. Through reading, discussion, and debate in class, students will explore nostalgia as both a form of memory and a sentiment, while also critically examining how it differs from history and other forms of memory. This exploration aims to deepen students’ understanding of the core dynamics involved in the act of remembrance. Alongside theoretical study, students will individually or collectively view a diverse selection of nostalgia films from around the world. By conducting independent or group research on the historical contexts of the films, participating in class presentations, and engaging in discussions, students will gain insight into the significance of specific historical periods for the cinema of various nations or regions.

					
			



			Assessments

			This course combines lectures with seminars that feature student presentations and class discussions. Film screenings may be organized and open to VIU students and staff or films will be watched individually or in groups online. Assessment will be based on attendance, completion of reading assignments, presentations, participation in seminar discussions, and written assignments.
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			Course description

			The eastern Mediterranean basin is a region of fusions and contrasts: sea, beaches, and islands; the center of activity and religious devotion for the three Abrahamic religions; various political entities; multiple nation-Statess; diverse languages; and a wide array of ethnic groups. This reality of close contact with “others” of various types leads to both tolerance and acceptance, as well as aversion to strangers. By focusing on the ports, the spaces where all these fusions took place, the course peels back the different layers of these complexities, from late Antiquity to the 21st century. The reading materials and class discussions will primarily focus on, but are not limited to, the cities of Venice, Genoa, Thessaloniki, Constantinople/Istanbul, Izmir, Beirut, Acre, Jaffa, Gaza, and Alexandria.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students will develop critical thinking skills regarding the terms “the Mediterranean Basin” and “the Eastern Mediterranean” as historical and analytical units. They will gain an understanding of the human-environment relationship between sea and land. Additionally, students will explore attitudes toward the “other” and hybrid identities in various historical contexts. Finally, students will examine the impact of nationalistic claims to exclusive identity on multiculturalism in the Eastern Mediterranean and connect these concepts to contemporary popular culture.

					
			



			Teaching methods

			The course is organized thematically. Each week, we will explore a topic related to Mediterranean historical realities through the lens of port cities, examined across diverse historical contexts. We will begin by conceptualizing the Mediterranean Sea as an analytical framework for historical inquiry, then focus on the Eastern Mediterranean, and gradually expand our view to explore key themes that reveal patterns of similarity and difference regarding diversity and hybridity from Antiquity to the 21st century.

			For each topic, course materials will include both scholarly texts and popular culture sources, with students selecting and sharing relevant examples. Academic readings will be divided among students, each responsible for explaining their assigned portion to the class.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Active participation in class discussions (25% of the final grade).

			_ 5-minute presentations on popular culture pieces related to course themes (25% of the final grade).

			_ Take-home exam at the end of the semester (50% of the final grade).

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Week 1

			
			The Mediterranean Basin: A Historical Analysis Unit?

			
			Readings

			Braudel, F. (1972). The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip II (Vol. 1: “Contents”, 5-10; “Prefaces”, 13-22; Part One: “The Role of the Environment”, 23-24; Part Two: “Collective Destinies and General Trends”, 353-354. Vol. 2: “Contents”, 649-653; “By Way of Conclusion: Conjuncture and Conjunctures”, 892-900; “Part Three: “Events, Politics and People”, 901-903; “Conclusions”, 1238-1244). New York: Harper & Row.

			Horden, P. and Purcell, N. (2016). “Mediterranean Connectivity: A Comparative Approach”. In M. Dabag et al. (eds.), New Horizons: Mediterranean Research in the 21st Century. Paderborn: Wilhelm Fink/Ferdinand Schöningh, 211-224.

			Ivetic, E. (2022). History of the Adriatic: A Sea and Its Civilization (Ch. 1: “A Minimal Mediterranean”). Cambridge: Polity Press, 12-35.

			

			

					
			Weeks 2-3

			
			Eastern Mediterranean Basin: A Historical Analysis Unit?

			
			Readings

			Tziampiris, A. (2019). “The New Eastern Mediterranean as a Regional Subsystem”. In S.N. Litsas and A. Tziampiris (eds.), The New Eastern Mediterranean: Theory, Politics and Statess in Volatile Era. Cham: Springer, 1-30.

			Dumont, P. (2013). “Salonica and Beirut: The Reshaping of Two Ottoman Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean”. In E. Ginio and K. Kaser (eds.), Ottoman Legacies in the Contemporary Mediterranean: The Balkans and the Middle East Compared. Jerusalem: The European Forum of the Hebrew University, 189-207.

			Ghezzi, R. (2019). “North Italian Ports and the Levant in the 16th and 17th Centuries”. In G. Nigro (ed.), Reti marittime come fattori dell’integrazione europea / Maritime Networks as a Factor in European Integration. Firenze: Firenze University Press, 495-505.

			Mansel, P. (2010). Levant: Splendour and Catastrophe on the Mediterranean (“Introduction”, 1-4; “The Vineyards of Pera”, 5-15). London: John Murray.

			

			

					
			Weeks 4-6

			
			Sea and Land

			
			Readings

			Bosker, M. et al. (2008). “Ports, Plagues and Politics: Explaining Italian City Growth 1300–1861”. European Review of Economic History, 12, 97-131.

			Epstein, S.A. (2006). Purity Lost: Transgressing Boundaries in the Eastern Mediterranean, 1000–1400 (“Mixed Relationships in the Archipelago”). Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 52-95.

			Fuhrmann, M. (2020). Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean: Urban Culture in the Late Ottoman Empire (Part I: “Introduction”, pp. 3-35; Part IV: “Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean Revisited”, 405-415). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

			Kolluoğlu, B. and Toksöz, M. (2010). “Mapping Out the Eastern Mediterranean: Toward a Cartography of Cities of Commerce”. In B. Kolluoğlu and M. Toksöz (eds.), Cities of the Mediterranean: From the Ottomans to the Present Day. London: Tauris, 1-22.

			Kozma, L. (2017). Global Women, Colonial Ports: Prostitution in the Interwar Middle East (Ch. 3: “Mapping Mobility”). Albany: State University of New York Press, 79-101.

			Leiser, G. (2017). Prostitution in the Eastern Mediterranean World: The Economics of Sex in the Late Antique and Medieval Middle East (Ch. 1: “Public Women in the Eastern Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity”, 1-47; “Summary”, 253-256). London: Tauris.

			Philipp, T. (2002). “Acre, the First Instance of Changing Times”. In J. Hanssen, T. Philipp and S. Weber (eds.), The Empire in the City: Arab Provincial Capitals in the Late Ottoman Empire. Beirut: Ergon Verlag Würzburg, 77-92.

			

			

					
			Weeks 7-9

			
			Hybridity: Society, Ethnicity, Religion, and Culture

			
			Readings

			Hopwood, K. (2004). “A Shared Heritage: Byzantine and Ottoman Views of the Classical Monuments of Istanbul”. In D. Shankland (ed.), Archaeology, Anthropology and Heritage in the Balkans and Anatolia: The Life and Times of F. W. Hasluck, 1878–1920. Istanbul: Isis Press, 201-213.

			Vryonis, S. (1975). “Religious Changes and Patterns in the Balkans, 14th-16th Centuries”. In S. Vryonis (ed.), Islam and Cultural Change in the Middle Ages. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 127-140.

					
			



			Documentary film

			Sher, R. (2011). My Sweet Canary. Greece/Israel/Germany: Cinephil.

			

			

					
			Weeks 10-12

			
			The National Era: Exclusive Frameworks?

			
			Readings

			Driessen, H. (2005). “Mediterranean Port Cities: Cosmopolitanism Reconsidered”. History and Anthropology, 16, 129-141.

			Ginio, E. (2013). “Paving the Way for Ethnic Cleansing: Eastern Thrace During the Balkan Wars (1912–1913) and Their Aftermath”. In O. Bartov and E. Weitz (eds.), Shatterzone of Empires: Coexistence and Violence in the German, Habsburg, Russian, and Ottoman Borderlands. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 283-297.

			Hayden, R.M. and Naumović, S. (2013). “Imagined Commonalities: The Invention of a Late Ottoman ‘Tradition’ of Coexistence”. American Anthropologist, 115(2), 324-334.

			Mazower, M. (2004). Salonica, City of Ghosts: Christians, Muslims and Jews 1430–1950 (“Introduction”). New York: A.A. Knopf, 3-13.

					
			



			Youtube video

			National Geographic (2023). Lost Worlds of the Mediterranean. watch video
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			Videography

			National Geographic (2023). Lost Worlds of the Mediterranean. watch video

			Sher, R. (2011). My Sweet Canary [documentary film]. Greece/Israel/Germany: Cinephil.

			

 	
 			
 			All in the Mind? How Global Elites Think – F2524

					
			



			Dan Stevens

			University of Exeter

			

					
			



			Course description

			Disinformation and conspiracy theories are not a consequence of Web 2.0. They were prominent in Ancient Greece and have been linked to hunter gatherer societies. After the small-pox vaccine was developed in the 18th century it was rumoured that taking it would make you grow horns.

			Conspiracy theories not only pertain to harms of scientific progress but also to scientific progress being withheld, such as the conspiracy theory that a cure for cancer is being deliberately kept secret from the public. Conspiracy theories appear to serve a universal psychological need for agency and certainty, among other psychological needs, in a threatening and uncertain world.

			Although the development of the Internet and social media are not themselves responsible for the spread of disinformation and conspiracy theories, nor their psychological appeal, they have removed the need for physical proximity to enable their spread. Thus, the rumours and disinformation that feed conspiracies have become more sophisticated and targeted with the advent of the Internet and, it seems, more prevalent. This presents challenges for scientific progress that relies on public trust and participation.

			This course will examine disinformation and conspiracy theories and their impact on science (as well as science’s impact on conspiracy theories), with a specific focus on medicine and vaccines. It will begin by exploring the psychology of conspiracy theories, before turning to evidence pertaining to the history and universality of conspiracy theories across societies. The course will then turn to case studies of conspiracy theories and vaccines prior to the Internet 2.0, including the smallpox vaccine in the 18th century and the MMR vaccine in the late 20th century. The latter part of the course will shift focus to the Internet and social media era, beginning again by looking at them from a psychological angle, e.g., Facebook and the influence of social pressure on beliefs, before examining vaccine hesitancy during the Covid-19 pandemic as a final case study. The course will conclude by considering how societies might combat disinformation in order to enhance scientific progress.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

			_ Identify and discuss conspiracy theories through history

			_ Place contemporary conspiracy theories in the global information age in context in presentations and written work.

			_ Synthesize and critique major theories and arguments in the field.

			_ Critically evaluate the implications of research and evidence for a given theory or historical account.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Case study (1000 words) (20%): Students will be asked to write a short historical case study, drawing on academic sources, of a pre-Internet vaccine conspiracy theory.

			_ Essay (3000 words) (60%): Students will be asked to write an essay in the form of a policy proposal for reforms designed to combat disinformation, using the history and psychology covered during the course as evidence.

					
			



			
			Syllabus


			Conspiracy theories before vaccines

			_ Ancient Athens and the Roman Empire

			_ Conspiracy theories before vaccines: Middle Ages

					
			



			Conspiracy theories about diseases and vaccines 

			_ Smallpox

			_ HPV

			_ Polio

			_ MMR vaccine

			_ Monkeypox

			_ Covid-19

					
			



			Conspiracy theories about cures withheld

			_ HIV/AIDS

			_ Cancer

					
			



			The psychology of conspiracy theories

			_ Influences on beliefs in conspiracy theories

			_ Who are the conspiracy theorists?

			_ The role of the global information age

			_ Combating disinformation and conspiracy theories

			_ Correcting disinformation, misinformation and malinformation
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			Course description

			Recent decades have seen radical reshaping of the relationships of the three Abrahamic religions, Christianity, Islam, and Judaism. We have witnessed new conflicts among their proponents but also renewed efforts at interreligious dialogue and unprecedented solidarity. Joint communal responses of Christians, Jews and Muslims to the Covid-19 crisis testify to the vitality of the new collaborations.

			Yet, do Christians, Jews and Muslims really know each other? The Abrahamic religions are all based in sacred texts, containing revealed truth, and have legal and interpretive traditions elucidating them. Do we know these texts? Do we know how they each read them? This course seeks to introduce Christian, Jewish, and Islamic texts, so that students explore and engage in conversation the three Abrahamic intellectual traditions. We seek to understand the texts on their own terms, within their contexts of origin and transmission, and explore their social and political working throughout history. By the end of the semester, participants will have acquired basic literacy in the three religions and habits of reflection that will prepare them for engagement with the religious world of the other Abrahamic traditions.

			Venice has been a center of Mediterranean Christian civilization for two millennia but, as a port city, it has served also as a gateway for European interaction with the Muslim world. In the early modern period, Venice was the site of a flourishing Jewish culture, and a tolerant urban culture encouraging the formation of hybrid religious philosophies. The course will recapture the spirit of early Venetian dialogues in a twenty-first century scholarly mode.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students will be able to:

			_ Speak with some familiarity about the foundational texts and traditions of the three Abrahamic religions.

			_ Understand how Jewish, Christian, and Muslim traditions address moral and political questions.

			_ Compare and contrast Jewish, Christian and Islamic approaches to moral and political questions.

			_ Develop a historically informed account of interfaith relations.

			_ Deploy hermeneutical strategies for reading religious texts.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Class participation – 25%. Class attendance is required in all seminars. Classes will feature either seminar-style PowerPoint presentations, interspersed by discussion. Active class participation is crucial, regularly evaluated, and graded twice, at midterm and end of course.

			_ Weekly posts (reading analysis) – 35%. Weekly posts due 24 hours before class. Posts should ideally result in an exchange among students. Use of AI is prohibited. Posts are regularly checked against AI tools and violators will receive reduced or no grade.

			_ Midterm group project – 20%. PowerPoint Presentation of a topic by a group of 3-5.

			_ Final oral exam – 20% (a written exam under supervision may be requested). A synthetic question, several questions distributed before for students to prepare.
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			Course description

			The aim of this course is to offer a broad yet deep introduction to modern Jewish History. It highlights the ways Jewish history shaped Jewish memory and interrogates historical narratives of Jewish catastrophe, exile, and redemption. The Jews have lived for two and half millennia as a diaspora, an ethnic and cultural minority, interacting with Christians, Muslims, and many cultures, usually having some cultural autonomy, sometimes persecuted, but never having political power. They have been in Venice for a millennium. For the last 77 years, the Jews have had a States and have been almost universally accepted around the globe. This is a great anomaly in Jewish history. How should historians tell the story of the global Jewish Diaspora? What can the history of Venetian Jews tell us about Europe, the Port Jews, and global Diaspora?

			European Jewry emerged in modern times as the largest and most prosperous, but its story began with a catastrophe that radically reshaped Jewish geography, demography, and memory – the 1492 expulsion from Spain. Our first subject is the expulsion’s reshaping of the global Jewish diaspora, from the Americas to Amsterdam and Venice to the Ottoman Empire, Palestine and India. Next, we focus on the Port Jews of Venice and Amsterdam and their culture, highlighting Spinoza. We then move east with European Jewry, to Poland, where Jewry established in the 16th century autonomous political and communal structure (the Kehillah) and developed a flourishing talmudic culture. Until the Holocaust, it was the largest Jewish center. Next, we discuss the Lurianic Kabbalah and its spread to Italy and Eastern Europe, then the rise of Chassidism. In 1666–67, the Jewish Diaspora was seized by messianic fervor, and Sabbatianism remained an underground movement all the way to modernity. It reached the Jews in Venice: living in the Ghetto, Jews enjoyed a rich religious culture and developed conversations with Christians inspired by Sabbatiamism.

			Western European Jews went modernization in the 18th and 19th centuries through secularization, acculturation and modernization. With the Haskalah (Jewish enlightenment), they became immersed in the national culture, and with political emancipation – the extension of citizenship rights in the aftermath of the French Revolution – they aspired to find a home in the modern nation-State, and become French, German, and Italian citizens. In contrast, Eastern European Jews in Poland and Russia, and Mizrahi Jews in North Africa and the Middle East, retained traditional Judaism and guarded their communal and cultural autonomy, preferring pluralist empires to nation-States. But they, too, experienced modernization of Jewish educational institutions (the cheder and yeshivah) and the formation of radical intelligentsia, alienated from religion. In the United States, several waves of migration from Europe created a new Jewish center, exceptional for its successful Jewish integration. Both acculturated and traditional Jews resisted newly emergent Zionism – the Jewish national movement – in the 1880s and 1890s, which formed in response to racial antisemitism and pogroms against the Russian Jews. Zionist settlers established growing communities in Palestine, assisted by the British Mandate after World War I, but meeting with increasing Palestinian resistance. Until Nazi Germany and its collaborators destroyed European Jewry in The Holocaust, the Zionists remained a minority of Jews, albeit a growing one. With the murder of European Jewry ends the modern period in Jewish History.

			In the post-Holocaust world, the global Jewish Diaspora has two Jewish centers – the “Jewish State” in Israel and the U.S. A growing number of Jews reside in Israel (about half – unprecedented) and identify with it. The Israeli – Palestinian conflict absorbs Jewish politics, the Jewish imagination, Holocaust commemoration, and the telling of Jewish history. It is a major task of this course to free Jewish history and memory from the entrapment of the present.

					
			



			Learning outcomes

			Students will be able to:

			_ Understand the basic features of Jewish history and speak with some familiarity about it.

			_ Understand the conceptual problems of writing Jewish history.

			_ Acquire familiarity with Jewish historiography and analyze critically historical arguments.

			_ Read historical documents with a measure of hermeneutic sophistication.

			_ Conduct research and complete a teaching presentation of a problem in modern Jewish history.

					
			



			Assessment

			_ Class participation – 20%. Class attendance required. Most classes will feature seminar-style PowerPoint presentations interspersed by discussion. Class participation is encouraged, regularly evaluated, and graded twice, at midterm and end of course.

			_ Weekly posts (reading analysis) – 40%. Weekly posts due 24 hours before class. Posts should ideally result in an exchange among students. Use of AI is prohibited. Posts are regularly checked against AI tools and violators will receive reduced or no grade.

			_ Final group project – 20%. PowerPoint Presentation of a topic by a group of 3-5.

			_ Final oral exam – 20% (a written exam under supervision may be requested). A synthetic question; several questions distributed before for students to prepare.
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			Degrees in History and Law, BA (Seoul National University, hereafter SNU), MA (SNU), MA (Regional Studies, Harvard University), PhD in History of Korean-American Relations (SNU), and J.D. (University of Hawaii at Manoa). Associate Professor in the Department of Asian and North African Studies at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. Previously he worked as a Junior Professor at the University of Tübingen, Germany (April 2014 – October 2019). He came to Ca’ Foscari in October 2019. He is doing a SPIN project titled “From European International Law to Asian One: Korean Experience, 1880s-1940s” (2021-23). Main teaching and research field: Modern Korean History, Law and Society, and International Law. Relevant publications in relation to teaching at VIU are “Modifying the Hague Convention? US Military Occupation of Korea and Japanese Religious Property in Korea, 1945-1948”, Acta Koreana, 21(1), June 2018, pp. 529-553 and “Historical Development of Judicial Independence in South Korea: Focus on Colonial and Post-Colonial Period”, in Sojin Lim and Niki J.P. Alsford (eds.), Routledge Handbook of Contemporary South Korea (Routledge, 2021), pp. 26-41.
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			Laurea in Foreign Languages and Literature (Ca’ Foscari), doctorate in Francophone Literature (Bologna). Specialized in Language Teaching with Advanced Technology (Ca’ Foscari). Member of the management staff and instructor in Italian for foreigners at the Istituto Venezia, Italian Language School in Venice and Trieste. Was Teaching Assistant in Francophone Literature at Ca’ Foscari, with special interest in Black Africa. Author of several articles on African Francophone Literature. Coordinator of the Italian as a Foreign Language courses at VIU since Fall 2001.
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Université de Lausanne
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			Lic. iur. (Lausanne); LL.M. (Bruges); LL.M. (Yale); PhD in Competition Law (Zurich). Professor of competition law and corporate law at the University of Lausanne (UNIL). Former Research Assistant and Senior Lecturer at the University of Zurich, and former Trainee at the European Commission. Areas of Research: Swiss and European Competition Law; Swiss Corporate Law, with a special focus on corporate sustainability. Author or editor of books and articles (French, English, German, Italian), including “Non-Binding ‘Recommended Price’ as Concerted Practices: The Federal Supreme Court of Switzerland Rules on Recommended Prices that Are Communicated Electronically to Retailers” (JECLAP); and “The Swiss and European Legislations on Business Human Rights: Gaps, Extra-Territorial Application and Reform Needed Towards Harmonization” (EBOR; together with Giula Neri-Castracane and Teymour Brander).

			


			
				Ashley Duggan
Boston College
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			Ashley Duggan (PhD University of California, Santa Barbara) is Professor in the Communication Department at Boston College. She is also Director of the BRANCH initiative – Building Relationship science for Advanced Networks in Communication & Health, where she advances the interdisciplinary study of relationship science and health with the mission of advancing relationship-centered healthcare, helping people live longer, healthier, and more fulfilling lives, and mapping out new scientific concepts and tools for the greater good. She was a Fulbright Scholar with the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) University of Medicine and Health Sciences, where she worked with the Centre for Positive Health Sciences to connect relationship science and human communication research with positive health sciences. She brings two decades of research, teaching, and mentorship in relationship science and human communication research to bridge theory, research methods, and cultural understanding. She has held leadership positions with the International Association for Relationship Research, the International Communication Association, and the National Communication Association.
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Università degli Studi di Padova
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			Fatima Zahra Fakir is an Assistant Professor at the University of Padova, Department of Economics and Management. She holds a PhD in Management and Economics from the University of the Balearic Islands and Ibn Zohr University. Her teaching expertise spans International Business, Circular Economy, and Digital Heritage, while her research focuses on Cultural Heritage, Smart Tourism, Entrepreneurship Ecosystems, and Sustainable Development. She was a Visiting Researcher at Birkbeck, University of London (BBK), where she explored the transformative potential of blockchain and cryptocurrencies, particularly their impact on the tourism and cultural sectors. Dr. Fakir has published several research papers and has other works in progress, including books such as Metaverse Entrepreneurship: Navigating Opportunities in the Virtual Frontier (Springer-Nature) and The Future of Blockchain in Tourism and Hospitality: Global Insights (Routledge). Her published papers include works on immersive experiences in smart cultural destinations, AI applications in tourism, and the intersection of the Metaverse and cultural sustainability.
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Venice International University
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			Alessandra Fornetti is Executive Director of the TEN Program on Sustainability at the Venice International University (VIU), Italy. With a humanities background, she has been working for almost two decades in the field of sustainable development, promoting international projects on capacity building, communication and dissemination with experiences in China, East Europe and Central Asia. In her role as Executive Director, she promotes the dialogue among the different stakeholders to support the creation of knowledge networks bridging research, policy makers, entrepreneurs and the wide public. As Coordinator of H2020 project QUEST – Quality and Effectiveness in Science and Technology Communication she has been leading an interdisciplinary group of scholars and professionals investigating and supporting quality science communication in different media, such as journalism, social media and museums for scientists and communicators. She is currently involved in a number of projects and initiatives on science communication and, more widely, on the communication of research results in a variety of field including Artificial Intelligence, Cultural Heritage and Climate change.
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Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca
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			Marco Guerzoni is an Associate Professor of Applied Economics at DEMS, Bicocca University, and a Research Fellow at BETA, Strasbourg University. He co-founded Despina, the Big Data Lab at the University of Turin. His research spans the management and economics of innovation, technology policy, and advanced data science. Recently, he has focused on the methodological implications of big data and machine learning for business and social sciences. He has published articles in international journals such as Research Policy, the Cambridge Journal of Economics, the Italian Journal of Applied Statistics, and the Journal of Evolutionary Economics.
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Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
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			Meital Shai obtained her BA and MA in Art History at Tel Aviv University, and received her PhD in Theories and History of the Arts from the joint doctorate school of the Ca’ Foscari and IUAV Universities of Venice, in collaboration with VIU and SSAV (School for Advanced Studies in Venice Foundation). She currently holds a research position at Ca’ Foscari University, the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage, within the project FARE “EarlyGeoPraxis” – Positioned Cosmology in Early Modernity: The Geo-Praxis of Water and Land Management in Venice, in collaboration with the project CAPIENS – Cosmopolitan Academics, Pluralist Institutions, and the Emergence of the New Sciences. Shai is an art and architecture historian specializing in intersections of art and natural philosophy in the Veneto Region in the Early Modern period, with particular interest in the history of astronomy and hydraulic engineering. Her present research investigates the hydraulic history of the Meolo River situated in the provinces of Venice and Treviso as a means for uncovering elements of the social and cultural landscape of Anthropocene Veneto in the sixteenth century.
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Duke University
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			Malachi Haim Hacohen (PhD, M.Phil., MA Columbia University, BA Bar-Ilan University) is Professor of History, Jewish Studies, German Studies, and Religion at Duke University. His research interests focus on Central Europe and include social theory, political philosophy, and rabbinic culture. His Karl Popper – The Formative Years, 1902-1945: Politics and Philosophy in Interwar Vienna (Cambridge, 2000) won the Herbert Baxter Adams Prize of the AHA and Austria’s Victor Adler State Prize. His Jacob & Esau: Jewish European History Between Nation and Empire (Cambridge, 2019) won the Center for Austrian Studies’ Biannual Book Prize. He is currently writing Churban: Catastrophe in Jewish History. He has published on the European Jewish intelligentsia, Cold War liberalism, and cosmopolitanism and Jewish identity in leading professional journals. He was a fellow at the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, the National Humanities Center, and the IFK in Vienna. He was Leibniz Professor in Leipzig in the Summer Semester of 2023.
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Ludwig Maximilians Universität
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			PhD in Ethnology (University of Göttingen). Professor at the LMU Institute for Social and Cultural Anthropology. Lectured and/or held seminars on General Anthropology, Anthropology of South Asia, Visual Anthropology at the Universities of Göttingen, Heidelberg, Berlin, Munich, Copenhagen, Honolulu, Chennai and recently at the Maldives National University. Was Visiting Professor at the Universities of Hawaii, Madras, Pondicherry and Utkal. Research interests and specialization: Visual Anthropology, Social Aesthetics, Anthropology of the Senses, Postcolonial Studies, Political Anthropology, Anthropological Theory, Heritage Studies. Fieldworks on the Tamils in Sri Lanka and on the Nilgiri in South India. Author of a number of scientific works on the Tamils and Nilgiri and of an introductory book on Ethnology (Ethnologie. Eine Einfuehrung, Göttingen 2011, 2nd edition 2019). Edited, with Philipp Zehmisch, Manifestations of History: Time, Space and Community in the Andaman Islands, Primus, New Delhi 2016.

			


			
				Ilda Mannino
Venice International University
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			Ilda Mannino is the Scientific Coordinator of the Intensive Graduate Activities and of the TEN Program on Sustainability of the Venice International University. With a background in Environmental Science, her current research interests focus on Sustainable Development and Science Communication. She has a long experience in research and education projects on these themes. Among these, she is currently involved in the COALESCE Project, to develop the EU Competence Centre on Science communication and its Academy. She has taught and developed several training programs and classes. Since 2009 she has been offering the course on Globalization, Environment and Sustainable development within the VIU Globalisation Program.

			


			
				Ekaterina Melnikova
European University at St. Petersburg
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			Ekaterina Melnikova, PhD, is an Associate Professor at the European University at St. Petersburg, where she directs the Master’s program in Cultural Memory and Symbolic Politics Studies. An alumna of the university’s Department of Anthropology, she was affiliated with the Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera) from 2011 to 2022. Her scholarly interests include the anthropology of memory within late Soviet and post-Soviet contexts, borderland studies, and critical heritage studies. She has contributed to projects supported by INTAS, Kone, the Gerda Henkel Foundation, as well as Finnish and Norwegian academic institutions. Presently, her research focuses on heritage preservation practices in contemporary Russia.

			


			
				Cosimo Monteleone
Università degli Studi di Padova
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			Cosimo Monteleone is Associate Professor in Representation of Architecture and Descriptive Geometry at the University of Padova (IT). He is currently working on history of drawing and, in particular, in Renaissance perspective. He is a member of the international researches Visualizing Venice and Digital Bomarzo, indeed, his interest focuses also in new technologies – digital survey, 3D modeling, multimedia outputs and Augmented Reality – for displaying historical transformations of architecture, city and landscape. He is member of the National Technical Commettee UNI – UNI / CT 047 / GL 03 (Technical drawing for building and installation). He directed several digital and multimedia projects linked to historical and scientific exhibitions. His several scientific essays focus on analysis and representation of architecture and art, and the application of science in art. He is also the author of three books titled: Frank Lloyd Wright. Geometria e astrazione nel Guggenheim Museum (Rome: Aracne 2013); La prospettiva di Daniele Barbaro. Note critiche e trascrizione del manoscritto It. IV, 39=5446 (Rome: Aracne 2020); Daniele Barbaro’s Perspective of 1568 (Cham: Springer 2021).

			


			
				Norimasa Morita
Waseda University
				[image: Norimasa Morita’s portrait]


			Norimasa Morita obtained his PhD in English in 1990 from University of Kent at Canterbury. His research specializes in comparative literature and film studies, with a particular focus on world cinema and world literature. Morita joined Waseda University in 1986 and was appointed Professor of English in 1997. Since 2004, he has taught at the School of International Liberal Studies (SILS), and since 2013 at the Graduate School of International Culture and Communication Studies (GSICCS). He served as Dean of SILS from 2010 to 2014 and as Vice-President for International Affairs from 2014 to 2018. During his tenure as Vice-President, he was a member of the Board of Venice International University (VIU). At SILS and GSICCS, Morita teaches film studies, while at the Graduate School of Letters, Arts and Sciences he teaches literary theory. He has been a visiting professor at Tor Vergata University of Rome and a visiting researcher at the University for Foreigners of Siena, and has taught short courses at institutions including Purdue University and Chulalongkorn University. His publications include the monographs Marginalia: Hiding Literature and Hidden Literature, Britain and Japan: Biographical Portraits, World Literature/Japanese Literature, and Japanese Transnational Cinema, as well as numerous articles on Japanese colonialist films, Japanese prisoner-of-war films, Imamura Shōhei and post-war trauma in world cinema, and the novels of Murakami Haruki as world literature, including their film adaptations.
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Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
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			Massimiliano Nuccio is associate professor of business economics and management at the Venice School of Management of Ca’ Foscari University of Venice where he is also director of Bliss Digital Impact Lab. His main research interests include, on the one hand, the cultural turn in urban and regional economies and, on the other hand, the digital transformation of work, firms and industries. Before Venice, he spent several years of research and teaching in Italy (University of Turin, Bocconi University of Milan) and abroad (University of Birmingham and Leuphana University of Luneburg). On the above topics, he published books and over 30 articles in international academic journals.

			


			
				Pietro Daniel Omodeo
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
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			Pietro Daniel Omodeo is associate professor of philosophy of science at Ca’ Foscari University Venice, Italy, and the director of the UNESCO Chair in Water Heritage and Sustainable Development at the NICHE Centre for Environmental Humanities. He received his PhD from the University of Turin, Italy in 2008 with a thesis on the history of early-modern science and philosophy and then worked as a post-doctoral fellow and researcher at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science Berlin for several years (2010-2017). He is affiliated to the Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology in Jena and is head of the Max Planck Partner Group The Water City (Berlin-Jena-Venice). He regularly teaches classes on historical epistemology, political epistemology and environmental humanities at the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage of Ca’ Foscari University Venice.

			


			
				Claudia Padovani
Università degli Studi di Padova
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			Claudia Padovani holds a PhD in International relations from the University of Padova. She is an Associate Professor at the University of Padova, department of Politics, law and International Studies. She is co-chair of the UniTWIN Network on gender media and ICT and participate in the IAMCR task Force of the Global Alliance for media and Gender. Furthermore, Padovani has coordinated several editions of the Global Media Monitoring Project since 2000. Padovani has also acted as senior researchers in projects conducted for the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) on Advancing Gender Equality in Decision Making in Media Organization; and coordinated projects funded by EU DG Justice on Advancing gender Equality in Media Industries and overcoming gender stereotypes in political coverage (see AGEMI Platform). She has taught at different Universities, including McGill in Montreal (2009-2010) and Helsinki University (2018).
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			Justas Patkauskas received his PhD in Theory and Criticism from the Centre for the Study of Theory and Criticism at Western University, Canada. He is currently a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellow at the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice. His research project on the Hybrid Knowledge Society explores the conceptual and historical intersections between the Anthropocene discourse and the evolving frameworks of the knowledge society. In general, Justas conducts interdisciplinary research at the crossroads of critical philosophy, concept history, and social theory during the modern period. Working within the tradition of historical and political epistemology, he engages with geoanthropology, process epistemology, and post-foundational ontology. His current interests include Anthropocene thought, biopolitics and extra-material reproduction, knowledge regimes, and theories of immanence.
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			Lorenza Perini (University of Padova) holds a PhD in Contemporary History at the University of Bologna, Italy (thesis: Il corpo della cittadina. La costruzione del dibattito pubblico intorno alla legge 194 in Italia negli anni settanta, supervisor: Prof. Maria Malatesta, 2011). She obtained a second PhD in Urban Planning at IUAV, Institute of Architecture, Venice (thesis: Le case parlanti e la città muta. Un caso di “housing sociale” borghese a Padova [1949-2015], supervisor: Prof. Francesca Cognetti De’ Martiis, Politecnico di Milano). She teaches Gender, EU politics and globalization and gender Policies at the Department of Political Science, Law and International Studies (SPGI) of the University of Padova.
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Venice International University
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			B.Sc. (Econ.) in History and Government (LSE), Laurea in History (Ca’ Foscari), PhD in Italian Studies (Reading). Vice Dean, Director of the Globalization Program at VIU, where he has taught every semester since the beginning of academic activities in 1997. Coordinator of the One Theme Project of the BA in Global Governance, Tor Vergata University, Rome. Was Professor of Modern and Contemporary History at San Raffaele University, Milan. Has taught Urban and Contemporary History at Iuav and Contemporary History at Ca’ Foscari. Was recognized Adjunct Associate Professor of European Studies at Duke (2011-2016). Published mostly on Venetian 19th-21st Century Cultural and Social History, on the Methodology of Local and Urban History and of History of the Present. Research areas include Teaching in Multicultural and Multidisciplinary contexts, Cinema and History, Italian Society, Diaries and Historiography, Venice in the 21st Century.
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Tel Aviv University
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			B.A. (Middle Eastern History, TAU) and PhD (Ottoman History, TAU). Full Professor in the Department of Middle Eastern & African History at Tel Aviv University. Previously was the Head of the Zvi Yavetz School of Historical Studies at TAU. Her research and teaching are the juncture of the pre-modern Eastern Mediterranean and Islamicate medicine and health, supported by grants from the Israel Science Foundation, the German-Israeli Foundation, Dan David Prize, and more. Main monographs: Ottoman Medicine (SUNY Press, 2009; Turkish edition in 2014) and Science among the Ottomans (The University of Texas Press, 2015; Turkish and Arabic editions in 2018). Articles include: “A Historiography of Epidemics in the Islamic Mediterranean”, in Plague and Contagion in the Islamic Mediterranean: New Histories of Disease in Ottoman Society, ed. by Nükhet Varlik, ARC Humanities Press, 2017; “Ottoman Madness between Society and Medicine”, Journal of Turkish Studies, 56 (2021); “Physicians’ Treatises: The Ottoman Case”, in Early Modern Medicine: An Introduction to Source Analysis, ed. by Olivia Weisser, Routledge, 2024; and “Modern Islamic Eco-Religion: Historical Contexts”, Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, 19 (2025). Developed the edX MOOC course “Arab-Islamic History: From Tribes to Empire”, with 30k international learners.
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			Daniel Stevens is a Professor of Politics at the University of Exeter, based in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Penryn Campus. He studied for his BA in Politics, Philosophy and Economics at the University of Oxford (UK), his MA in American Government and Politics at the University of Essex (UK), and for his PhD at the University of Minnesota (USA). He has taught at the University of Miami (USA), Hartwick College (USA), Carleton College (USA) and Australian National University (Australia), as well as at Exeter in the UK. His main research and teaching interests are in political behaviour, political psychology, and political communication. He has published on “post truth democracy” in the edited volume, EU Referendum Analysis 2016: Media, Voters and the Campaign, a book on political advertising in America that examines misinformation and how it affects the electorate, and in the Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties on elite decision-making during Covid.
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 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)
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 Great Books of the Abrahamic Traditions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam through their Major Texts, Hacohen
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 A Matter of Life and Death: History and Pre-Modern Health in Eurasia, Shefer-Mossensohn
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 Regulating Technology Through the Law, Canapa
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 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development: History and Current Issues in International Law, An
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			F2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2508
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization: Culture and Society in South Asia 
after Independence, Heidemann

			
			



			F2514
 Science Communication and Sustainability, Mannino & Fornetti
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 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2501
 History of Venice, Pes


			



			F2521
 Regulating Technology Through the Law, Canapa


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			F2510
 Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development: History and Current Issues in International Law, An

			
			



			F2523
 Ports of the Eastern Mediterranean: The Last 2000 Years, Shefer-Mossensoh

			
			



			F2526
 Jewish History from Columbus to Israel, Hacohen

						
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			F2509
 Globalization, Ethics, Welfare and Human Rights: Regulating Business for More 
Welfare and Human Rights, Canapa

			
			



			F2502
 Italian Contemporary History in Films, Pes

			
			



			F2506
 Gender Studies: Glocal Political Participation through a Gender Lens, Padovani & Perini

			
			



			F2511
 Digital Tools and Cultural Heritage, Fakir

			
			




			
			
			
			16.30 – 18.00


			




			F2506
 Gender Studies: Glocal Political Participation through a Gender Lens, Padovani & Perini


			



			F2511
 Digital Tools and Cultural Heritage, Fakir


			




			VIULIFE Co-curricular Program
Open Lectures
Guest Lectures
Cultural Events

			
			



			


			

			Thursday

			

			
			9.00 – 10.30

			
			



			
			F2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2524
 All in the Mind? How Global Elites Think, Stevens

			
			




			

			
			10.45 – 12.15

			
			




			F2503
 Italian for Foreigners: beginner and intermediate levels, Brunzin (coordinator)

			
			



			F2508
 Identity, Heritage and Globalization: Culture and Society in South Asia 
after Independence, Heidemann

			
			



			F2514
 Science Communication and Sustainability, Mannino & Fornetti


			






			
			13.00 – 14.30

			
			




			F2518
 Social and Personal Relationships: Scientific Perspectives on Close Relationship Processes and Well-Being, Duggan


			



			F2507
 Comparing East and West. Bard's (Il)legitimate Children?: Adaptation and Cultural Appropriation of Shakespeare in the East and the West, Morita

			
			



			F2520
 Conspiracy? Fact and Anti-Fact in the Global Information Age, Stevens


			



			F2512
 History, Memory, and Museums: from Socialism to Postsocialism, Melnikova

			
			




			

			
			14.50 – 16.20

			
			




			F2515
 Water Heritage and Sustainable Development, Omodeo, Shai & Patkauskas

			
			



			F2505
 Intercultural Communication: Visual Representation and the Cultural Other, Heidemann


			



			F2504
 Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice, Monteleone

			
			




			

			
			16.30 – 18.00

			
			




			F2516
 Health Communication: Theory and Application in the Global Context, Duggan

			
			



			F2513
 Heritage Ontologies: Between East and West, Melnikova


			



			F2522
 Screening the Past: The Mechanism of Nostalgia Film, Morita

			
			



			


			

			Friday

			Rescheduled classes

			Friday December 12 (rescheduled classes from December 8, National holiday)

			
			


			
			Site visits, field trips

			Site visits and field trips related to courses are arranged on Fridays.

			
			



			VIU Plenary Workshop

			Friday November 14

			
			


			
			VIULIFE & Co-Curricular Program

			VIU will also organize a series of co-curricular activities on Fridays during the semester.

			
			


			
			Visits to:

			_ Palazzo Ducale

			_ Ghetto

			_ St. Mark Basilica

			_ Lagoon Tour

			_ Port of Venice and MOSE Tour

			_ ...

		
			



		
			Holidays

			NATIONAL and MUNICIPAL HOLIDAYS

			November 1

			November 21

			December 8

			
			


			
			MIDTERM BREAK

			October 27-31

			

 	
 			Academic Calendar

 			1st Semester of AY 2025–26 (Fall 2025)

			
			Orientation week

			September 8-12

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			September 11

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			September 15


			


			
			Midterm break

			October 27-31


			


			
			Plenary Workshop

			November 14

			
			


			
			Courses end

			December 12

			
			


			
			Exam week

			December 15-19

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			December 18

			
			


			
			National holidays

			November 1, December 8


			


			
			Municipal holidays

			November 21

 	
  			Next Semester

 	
 			Next Semester
Course List

 			2nd Semester of AY 2025–26 (Spring 2026)

			
			Italy

			History of Venice

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian Contemporary History in Films

			Luca Pes

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Italian for Foreigners - beginner, intermediate, upper intermediate levels

			Massimo Brunzin (coordinator)

			Venice International University

			
			


			
			Art and Architecture in Renaissance Venice

			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter

			
			




			Cultures of the World

			Intercultural Communication. How do you Communicate Interculturally from a Cultural Perspective? (provisional title)

			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			
			


			
			Gender Studies

			TBD

			
			


			
			Comparing East and West. Beyond East and West. A Comparative Study of Heroes in Global Popular Culture

			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			Waseda University

			
			


			

			Global Challenges

			Identity, Heritage and Globalization. The Rule of Law and the Identity of the West (1500-2025)

			Randall Lesaffer

			KU Leuven

			
			


			
			Global Governance for Peace and Security, Cooperation and Development. The Middle East Before and After the Abraham Accord

			Itai Sened

			Tel Aviv University


			



			Specialization Track: Environmental Management and Sustainable Development


			


			
			Navigating Sustainability Crisis through Desing Thinking and Business Model Innovation

			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”


			



			People, Networks and Systems in the light of Sustainable Management

			Natalia Marzia Gusmerotti

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”


			



			Globalization, Environment and Sustainable Development

			Ilda Mannino

			Venice International University


			



			Indigenous Peoples, Local Communities and Natural Resources in Europe and Beyond

			Gretchen Walters

			Université de Lausanne


			



			Biodiversity Conservation from International to Local Policy and Practice

			Gretchen Walters

			Université de Lausanne


			



			Specialization Track: Cities and Global Change


			



			Public Renaissance: Urban Cultures of Public Space between Early Modern Europe and the Present

			Fabrizio Nevola

			University of Exeter


			



			Is the Sunset of Liberal Democracies the Dawn of new Urbanism?

			Itai Sened

			Tel Aviv University


			



			Specialization Track: Environmental Humanities


			



			Ecology and Technology as Challenges of Ethics

			Hans-Martin Schönherr-Mann

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität


			



			Understanding the Anthropocene through the Lens of Cinematic Imagination

			Mitsuhiro Yoshimoto

			Waseda University


			



			Venice and the Environmental Humanities

			Shaul Bassi

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

 	
  			Next Semester
Academic Calendar

 			2nd Semester of AY 2025–26 (Spring 2026)

			
			Orientation week

			February 16-20

			
			


			
			Opening Ceremony

			February 19

			
			


			
			Courses begin

			February 23


			


			
			Plenary Workshop

			April 24


			


			
			Midterm break

			April 6-10


			


			
			VeUMEU

			May 8-10

			
			


			
			Courses end

			May 22

			
			


			
			Exam week

			May 25-29

			
			


			
			Closing Ceremony

			May 28

			
			


			
			National holidays

			April 6, April 25, May 1

 	
		City Libraries

 	
			City Libraries Information


			[image: Girl reading in a library]

			
  			Most libraries are accessible to anyone for consultation, however they often require an ID card to be left at the entrance. Many libraries do not lend books and only allow onsite consultation. Almost all libraries have closed shelves and users are expected to ask for books at the desk after having consulted the catalogues and filled out a request form.

			
			Public libraries

			Marciana

			Public library and historical documents, 

			San Marco 7

			tel. 041 2407211

			http://venezia.sbn.it

			https://marciana.venezia.sbn.it

			Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9.30-15.30

			Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: close

			By reservation. Limited number in each room, divided in two shift, you can booked both if you need to stay all day

			
			


			
			Fondazione Cini

			Arts and Humanities, 

			Isola di San Giorgio Maggiore

			tel. 041 2710255

			biblioteca@cini.it

			Monday to Friday: 10.00-16.00

			
			


			
			Querini Stampalia

			General public library with some open shelves, 

			Santa Maria Formosa, Castello 5252

			tel. 041 2711411

			biblioteca@querinistampalia.org

			Tuesday to Saturday: 10.00-24.00

			Sunday and holidays: 10.00-19.00

			
			


			
			Museo Correr

			Art History, 

			San Marco 52

			tel. 041 2405211

			https://correr.visitmuve.it/it/il-museo/servizi-agli-studiosi/biblioteca

			biblioteca.correr@comune.venezia.it

			
			


			
			Temporarily closed

			Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 08.30-13.30

			Tuesday and Thursday: 08.30-17.00

			
			


			
			Levi Foundation

			History of Music and Music Scores, 

			San Marco 2893

			tel. 041 7867- 47/46

			biblioteca@fondazionelevi.it

			Monday to Friday: 

			09.00-16.30 (booking recommended)

			
			


			
			Archives of the Biennale

			Archivio Storico delle Arti Contemporanee - ASAC

			VEGA Parco Scientifico Tecnologico di Venezia

			Via delle Industrie, Marghera

			Tuesday and Wednesday: 09.30-17.00

			by appointment only 

			(tel. 041 5218790 or e-mail consultazione.asac@labiennale.org)

			
			Libraries of Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia

			Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ)

			The Cultural Flow Zone (CFZ) was restored in 2005 and is made of four different spaces, the so-called “Tese”. It has a reading room with over 300 places, 24 computers with internet connectivity, photocopying and multimedia facilities and it has a large selection of bibliographic and electronic resources.

			Zattere, Dorsoduro 1392, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5820 / 5811

			https://www.unive.it/cfz

			cfz@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-20.00

			Sunday: 14.00-24.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			CFZ provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Economics (BEC)

			The Library of Economics (BEC) has around 120,000 volumes and 1,700 periodicals in the following disciplinary areas: Economics, Business Management, Statistics, Marketing, Accounting, Finance etc. 

			The Library offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, bibliographical assistance, a multimedia room with 30 pcs, reference assistance for databases and photocopying.

			Fondamenta San Giobbe, Cannaregio 873, Venice

			tel. 041 2348763

			https://www.unive.it/bec

			bec@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 8.30-19.45

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			From Monday to Friday 6.15-19.45 and on Saturdays: 

			reference, photocopying and book return services only

			
			


			
			Library of Humanities (BAUM)

			The Library of Humanities (BAUM) is located in the Malcanton Marcorà complex and has a total surface of 2500 sq m, two underground floors and 300 places. The Library of Humanities includes over 300,000 books, 3,651 journals and 600 electronic journals available on the university network. A significant part of the books and all the magazines are open-shelf and they belong to the following disciplinary areas: Philosophy, History, Art, Italian Studies, Philology, Arts, Social Sciences, etc.

			The Library of Humanities offers many different services, such as: book loans, book reference, reference assistance, databases, photocopying and scanning facilities.

			Malcanton Marcorà complex, Dorsoduro 3484/D, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5613

			www.unive.it/baum

			baum@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			Reference

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			(with the exception of the underground floors)

			Book loans

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00 

			by reservation, by the app Affluences (writing title and collocation)

			Self-access photocopying

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday: 9.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Notice

			BAUM provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences (BAS)

			The collection of the Library of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences (BAS) includes resources in the following scientific areas: Chemistry, Physics, Nanotechnologies, Environmental Sciences, Materials Sciences etc. It has two different buildings - one in Venice and another in Mestre - and offers various services, such as book loans, book reference, reference assistance, databases and photocopying facilities.

			Santa Marta 2137, Venice, via Torino 155, Mestre

			tel. +39 041 234 8516 (Santa Marta) / 8454 (via Torino)

			bibliobas@unive.it

			Santa Marta

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			via Torino

			Monday to Friday: 8.30-18.30

			
			


			
			European Documentation Center (CDE)

			c/o Library of East Asian Studies (ASIA-OR)

			Palazzo Vendramin dei Carmini, Dorsoduro 3462, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9503

			cde@unive.it

			Due to the current situation the library is closed

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-18.00

			Document research by appointment only

			
			


			
			Library of the Inter-University Center for Studies on the Culture Veneto (CISVe)

			Palazzo Minich, San Marco 2940, Venice

			tel. 041 234 7596 / 7597

			cisv@unive.it

			Monday to Friday: 10.00-13.00

			
			


			
			Historical Library

			Ca’ Foscari Historical Library was established in 1868 with the foundation of the University.

			The Historical Library includes about 80,000 books and periodicals from the sixteenth to the mid-twentieth century. It also includes 21 collections given by university professors and Rectors.

			
			


			
			Ca’ Bernardo

			Dorsoduro 3199, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5832

			fondostorico@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			(admittance by appointment only)


			


			
			Library of Foreign Languages and Literatures (BALI)

			The Library of Foreign Languages and Literatures (BALI) includes the following libraries:

			
			


			
			Library of Anglo-American, Iberian and Slavic Studies (AMERIBE)

			Ca’ Bernardo, Dorsoduro 3199, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9428 / 9482

			bibliodais@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of European and Postcolonial Studies (SLLEP)

			Palazzo Cosulich, Zattere - Dorsoduro 1405, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 7819 / 7827

			slleppre@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Language Sciences (SC-LING)

			Ca’ Bembo, Dorsoduro 1075, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 5746

			bibliosl@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of Eurasian Studies (EURASIA)

			Ca’ Cappello, San Polo 2035, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 8852

			bibeuras@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00-17.00

			Saturday 8:00-14.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			


			
			Library of East Asian Studies (ASIA-OR)

			Palazzo Vendramin dei Carmini, Dorsoduro 3462, Venice

			tel. +39 041 234 9551 / 9503

			asiabib@unive.it

			Monday and Friday: 9.00-13.00

			Notice

			BALI provides its services by reservation to ensure respect for social distancing and safety of people

			
			Libraries of Università Iuav di Venezia

			Central Library

			Tolentini, S. Croce 191, Venice

			tel. 041 2571104

			sbd@sally.iuav.it

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.30

			Book loans

			Monday to Friday: 9.00-17.30 by reservation

			Consultation on site

			9.00-13.00/13.30-17.30

			Reading room

			Monday to Friday: 09.00-24.00

			Consultation and loans

			Monday to Friday: 09.00-20.00

 	
			VIU Member Universities & Staff
	
	
 			VIU members

 			
			Boston College – USA

			Città Metropolitana di Venezia – Italy

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Italy

			Duke University – USA

			European University at St. Petersburg – Russia

			Istituto Nazionale di Astrofisica INAF – Italy

			Korea University – Korea

			KU Leuven – Belgium

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität – Germany

			Rice University – USA

			Sabancı University – Turkey

			Stellenbosch University – South Africa

			Tel Aviv University – Israel

			Tsinghua University – P.R. China

			Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Padova – Italy

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata” – Italy

			Università Iuav di Venezia – Italy

			Université de Bordeaux – France

			Université de Lausanne – Switzerland

			University of Exeter – United Kingdom

			University School for Advanced Studies IUSS Pavia – Italy

			Waseda University – Japan

			

			Governance

			Umberto Vattani

			President

			
			

			
			Luigi Brugnaro

			Vice President

			
			

			
			Carmelo Marabello

			Dean

			
			

			
			Luca Pes

			Vice Dean

			

			Board of Directors

			James Keenan

			Boston College

			
			


			Nicola Torricella

			Città Metropolitana di Venezia

			
			

			
			Daniele Archibugi

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

			
			

			
			Giovanni Zanalda

			Duke University

			
			

			
			Oleg Kharkhordin

			European University at St. Petersburg

			
			


			Annalisa Bonfiglio

			IUSS School of Pavia

			
			

			
			Peter Lievens

			KU Leuven

			
			

			
			Bernd Huber

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität

			
			


			Yusuf Leblebici

			Sabancı University

			
			

			
			Maarman Samuel Tshehla

			Stellenbosch University

			
			

			
			Milette Shamir

			Tel Aviv University

			
			

			
			Carla Andreiani

			Università degli Studi di Roma “Tor Vergata”

			
			


			Chiara Saccon

			Università Ca' Foscari Venezia


			

			
			Daniela Mapelli

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			
			

			
			Maria Luce Frezzotti

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca

			
			

			
			Margherita Turvani

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			
			

			
			Dean Lewis

			Université de Bordeaux

			
			

			
			Frédéric Herman

			Université de Lausanne

			
			

			
			Richard Follett

			University of Exeter

			
			

			
			GEMMA Masahiko

			Waseda University


			

			
			Caroline Levander

			Rice University

			

			Academic Council

			Carmelo Marabello

			Venice International University, Chair

			
			

			
			Eileen Sweeney

			Boston College

			
			

			
			Daniele Archibugi

			Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche

			
			

			
			Stephen Nowicki

			Duke University

			
			

			
			Natalia Mazur

			European University at St. Petersburg

			
			


			Mario Martina

			IUSS School of Pavia

			
			

			
			Bart Raymaekers

			KU Leuven

			
			

			
			Hans Van Ess

			Ludwig Maximilians Universität


			

			
			Caroline Levander

			Rice University

			
			


			Cem Güneri

			Sabancı University 


			

			
			Robert Kotze

			Stellenbosch University

			
			

			
			Kinneret Lahad

			Tel Aviv University

			
			

			
			Alessio Cotugno

			Università Ca' Foscari Venezia

			
			

			
			Cristina Basso

			Università degli Studi di Padova

			
			

			
			Maria Chiara Tosi

			Università Iuav di Venezia

			
			

			
			Lucia Visconti Parisio

			Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca


			

			
			Bianca Sulpasso

			Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata

			
			

			
			Laurent Servant

			Université de Bordeaux

			
			

			
			Giorgio Zanetti

			Université de Lausanne – UNIL

			
			

			
			Richard Follett

			University of Exeter


			

			
			Maji Christine Rhee

			Waseda University

			

			VIU Staff

			Institutional Affairs

			Igor Folca-Nash

			Head of Office

			
			

			
			Giovanna Pietrobon

			Assistant

			

			Administration

			Alessandro Spezzamonte

			Director

			
			

			
			Jasmine El Din

			Administrative Assistant

			
			

			
			Matteo Cavalieri

			Administration Control Model and Quality System


			

			
			Giulia Longari

			Front Office

			

			Conferences and LLP

			Igor Folca-Nash

			Head of Office

			
			

			
			Silvia Casalini

			Conference assistant

			
			

			
			Vocational Training:

			Elena Bovolenta

			European Project Training Center

			

			Facilities Management, Network and Systems Administration

			Facilities:

			Igor Folca-Nash

			Facilities Manager

			
			

			
			Network:

			Alessandro De Rossi

			Network Administrator

			
			

			
			Assistant:

			Marcello Masiero

			Technical Support

			

			Communications, VIU Fellows and Alumni

			Orla McLaughlin

			Head of Office

			
			

			
			Francesca Zennaro

			Web Content


			

			
			Rebecca Simonetti

			Social Media

			

			Academic Programs

			Orla McLaughlin

			Executive Director

			

			Globalization Program

			Luca Pes

			Scientific Director

			
			

			
			Miriam Rivas Medina

			Program Assistant – Student Services (Visas & Residency Permits, Accommodation, Co-Curricular Program)

			
			


			Diana Mattiello

			Program Assistant – Student Services (Internships, Mobility & Erasmus+)

			
			


			Francesca Zennaro

			Program Assistant – Student Services (Student Registration & Records)



			Intensive Graduate Activities (PhD Academy, Graduate Seminars, Summer Schools)

			Ilda Mannino

			Scientific Coordinator

			
			

			
			Elisa Carlotto

			Program Coordinator


			

			
			Diana Mattiello

			Program Assistant


			

			
			Rebecca Simonetti

			Program Assistant


			
			Library

			Elena Bovolenta

			Librarian

			

			TeDIS Program on Innovation

			Stefano Micelli

			Scientific Director

			
			

			
			Lucia Di Gioia

			Executive Director

			
			

			
			Matteo Cavalieri

			EU Project Controller



			TEN Program on Sustainability

			Ignazio Musu

			Scientific Director

			
			

			
			Alessandra Fornetti

			Executive Director

			
			

			
			Ilda Mannino

			Scientific Coordinator

			
			

			
			Elisa Carlotto

			Program Coordinator

			

			Ageing Program

			Agar Brugiavini

			Scientific Director


			


			Giulia Longari

			Program Assistant
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