
 

 

 
    
 
 
 

 
 

Venice International University 
VIU Summer School 
Ethics and Health Care 

 
End-of-Life Issues 

June 16-19, 2025 
 
 
Schedule: 
Morning: 9.30 – 12.00, with a coffee break from 10.45 to 11.00 or from 11.00 to 11.15 
Lunch break: 12.00 – 14.00 
Afternoon: 14.00 – 18.00, with a break from 15.30 to 16.00 
 
Social Dinner: 
Thursday, June 19, 2025 | 19.30 – 22.30 
 
 
 
Faculty 
Mark Aulisio, Case Western University, US 
Agar Brugiavini, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, IT 
Claudia Gamondi, University of Lausanne, CH 
Jürgen Maurer, University of Lausanne, CH 
Giacomo Pasini, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, IT 
Mario Picozzi, Insubria University of Varese, IT 
Stefano Semplici, Tor Vergata University of Rome, IT 
Anna Slettmyr, Karolinska Institutet, SE 
Fabrizio Turoldo, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, IT 
 
 

Day 1 –  Monday, June 16 

14.00 – 14:30 |  

Welcome coffee and Registration 
Welcome Remarks:  

Fabrizio Turoldo, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice 

 

 

 



 

 

Afternoon:  

14.30 – 16.00 | Social Inequalities at the end of life 
Agar Brugiavini, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice 
Jürgen Maurer, University of Lausanne 
Giacomo Pasini, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice 
 
 
Day 2 – Tuesday, June 17  

Morning:  

9.30 – 10.45 | Ethics consultation at the end of life 
Mark Aulisio, Case Western Reserve University 
 
10.45 – 11.00 | Coffee break 
 
11.00 – 12.00 | Ethics consultation at the end of life 
Mario Picozzi, University of Insubria 
 
 
12.00 – 14.00 | Lunch break 
 

Afternoon:  

14.00 – 15.30 | Ethics consultation at the end of life – case analysis 
Mark Aulisio, Case Western Reserve University 
Mario Picozzi, University of Insubria 
 
 
16.00 – 18.00 | Students’ presentations 
 
Language at the end of life 
Michael Erard, University of Texas at Austin 
Fear and Responsibility in Clinical Practice 
Aurora Ghiroldi, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice – Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University 
Ageism in Healthcare 
Mariam Nofiss, University of Eastern Piedmont Amedeo Avogadro (UPO) 
 
 
Day 3 – Wednesday, June 18 

Morning:  

9.30 – 10.15 | Assisted suicide, euthanasia and withdrawal of treatment 
Mark Aulisio, Case Western Reserve University 

10.15 – 11.00 | Assisted suicide, euthanasia and withdrawal of treatment 
Claudia Gamondi, University of Lausanne 
 
11.00 – 11.15 | Coffee break 
 
11.15 – 12.00 | Assisted suicide, euthanasia and withdrawal of treatment 
Stefano Semplici, University of Rome Tor Vergata 
 
 
12.00 – 14.00 | Lunch break 
 
 



 

 

Afternoon:  

14.00 – 15.30 | Assisted suicide, euthanasia and withdrawal of treatment – case analysis 
Mark Aulisio, Case Western Reserve University 
Claudia Gamondi, University of Lausanne 
Mario Picozzi, University of Insubria 
Stefano Semplici, University of Rome Tor Vergata 
 
 
16.00 – 18.00 | Students’ presentations 
 
Multiperspective Evaluation of the law on Assisted Dying in Austria 
Klara Doppler, University of Vienna 
Navigating Assisted Suicide in Austria: Experiences and Views of Physicians, 
Patients and Relatives  
Tamina-Laetitia Vielgrader, University of Vienna 
Voting in the Face of Death: The Role of Death Anxiety in Political Participation 
Chiara Biasotti, University of Bologna 
 
Day 4 – Thursday, June 19 

Morning:  

9.30 – 10.15 | Palliative care at the end of life 
Claudia Gamondi, University of Lausanne 
10.15 – 11.00 | Italian National Bioethics Committee: Documents on palliative care 
Stefano Semplici, University of Rome Tor Vergata 
 
11.00 – 11.15 | Coffee break 
 
11.00 – 12.00 | A nurse’s point of view on the ethical aspects of caring 
for patients at the end of life 
Anna Slettmyr, Karolinska Institutet 
 
 
12.00 – 14.00 | Lunch break 
 

Afternoon: 

14.00 – 15.30 | Patient altruism at the end of life 
Claudia Gamondi, University of Lausanne 
 
 
16.00 | Summer School evaluation questionnaire 
 
20.00 | Social dinner and award of diplomas 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Faculty short bios 

Fabrizio Turoldo is full professor of Moral Philosophy at the 
Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage of Ca' Foscari 
University of Venice, where he teaches Moral Philosophy, Bioethics 
and Social Ethics. He is Director of the International PHD Program in 
Philosophy and Educational Sciences, in partnership between the 
Universities of Ca' Foscari and Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne. 
Professor Turoldo is Director of the Master in Administration and 
Management of Wildlife at Ca' Foscari University of Venice. His 

research interests focus in particular on applied ethics and medical ethics. 

 

Mark Aulisio is the Susan E. Watson Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Bioethics at Case Western Reserve University School 
of Medicine and Co-Director of the Center for Clinical Ethics, 
University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center in Cleveland, Ohio 
(USA). Professor Aulisio has authored articles and book chapters 
and been involved in national and international projects on clinical 
bioethics, ethics committees and consultation, organ donation and 
transplant, double effect, and related areas. 

 

Agar Brugiavini is full professor of Economics at Ca’ Foscari 
University of Venice. She has investigated the behaviour of 
individuals and household both in the area of consumption and 
saving and in the area of labour supply. In particular, she is 
interested in the effects of pension reforms on household’s saving 
decisions, in retirement choices and in the insurance aspects of 
pension arrangements. More recently Professor Brugiavini has 
looked at the relationship between health conditions and economic 

behaviour. She holds a ph.D in Economics from the London School of Economics. 

 

Claudia Gamondi is Head of the Palliative and Support Care Service 
at the University Hospital of Lausanne and Professor of palliative 
medicine at the Faculty of Biology and Medicine of the University of 
Lausanne. She holds a master’s degree from the University of Bristol 
and a PhD from Lancaster University. Her research focuses on 
assisted dying and early integration of palliative care into treatment 
pathways. With extensive clinical experience, she is dedicated to 
promoting the integration of palliative care in hospitals settings, 

prioritizing patients’ quality of life and family support. Professor Gamondi is the author of 
numerous scientific publications and a passionate educator. 

 



 

 

 

Jürgen Maurer is full professor of Health Economics and 
Management at the Faculty of Business and Economics of the 
University of Lausanne. His main research interests lie in the fields 
of health, population and development economics, with a focus on 
ageing and human development. Professor Maurer is a fellow of the 
Center for Economics and Social Research (CESR) at the University 
of Southern California in Los Angeles, a senior fellow of the Munich 
Center for the Economics of Aging (MEA), an external affiliate of the 

Health, Econometrics and Data Group (HEDG) of the Centre for Health Economics at the 
University of York, and an adjunct economist at the RAND Corporation.  

 

Giacomo Pasini is full professor of Econometrics and Head of 
Department at the Department of Economics at Ca’ Foscari 
University of Venice. He is affiliated to Netspar and associate editor 
of Health Economics and of Research in Economics, and a member 
of the editorial board of the Journal of Pension, Economics & 
Finance. His research interests mainly focus on Health and Ageing 
Economics, Labor Economics and Household Finance. 

 

 

Mario Picozzi is an associate professor of Forensic Medicine at the 
School of Medicine and Director of the Center for Clinical Ethics of 
the University of Insubria, in Varese and a member of the scientific 
board of the second-level Master in Clinical Ethics Consultation at 
the same institution. His main research interests are clinical ethics, 
ethics consultation, informed consent, bioethics education and 
transplantation. Professor Picozzi is also Head of the Clinical Ethics 
Service at ASST Lariana in Como, bioethics consultant for the Nord 

Italia Transplant in Milan and for Lombardy Region, where he is also transplant 
coordinator. 

 

Stefano Semplici is full professor of Social Ethics and Bioethics at 
Tor Vergata University of Rome, a member of the Italian National 
Committee for Bioethics, and a corresponding member of the 
Pontifical Academy for Life. His main research focus has recently 
been on public ethics, business ethics and bioethics. He has been 
president of the International Bioethics Committee at UNESCO and 
of the Bioethics Committee of the Italian Society of Pediatrics. 
Professor Semplici is associate editor of Medicine, Health Care and 

Philosophy and a member of the board of the Enrico Castelli Philosophical Studies 
Institute.  

 



 

 

 

Anna Slettmyr is an Intensive Care Unit nurse, specialized in ethics, 
and the Council Leader of the ethical board at the Swedish 
Association of Nurse Anesthetists and Intensive Care Nurses. She is 
also an assistant professor in the Nursing Program and the Specialist 
Nursing - Intensive Care program at the Department of 
Neurobiology, Care Sciences and Society of the Karolinska Institutet 
in Stockholm. In addition, Professor Slettmyr is a PhD student 
researching altruism in nursing and nurses' willingness to risk their 

own health and life during a pandemic. Her focus areas are ethics, end-of-life care and 
meeting with loved ones, especially in the emergency and intensive care contexts. 


