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Gaetano Vivo is a Policy Officer at the  

European Commission's Directorate General for European Civil Protection and 

Humanitarian Operations (DG ECHO). His responsibilities include, among other 

things, evaluating the current European legislation on disaster risk management (EU 

Civil Protection Mechanism) and advance new risk management and emergency 

preparedness policies in Europe, including for critical infrastructure. Prior to joining 

the European Commission (in 2016), Gaetano worked as a Disaster Risk Management 

Specialist for the World Bank in Washington DC, where he was Team Leader for 

investment projects in several Latin American and Caribbean countries focusing on: 

hydro-meteorological and climate services, disaster risk reduction and post-disaster 

recovery and reconstruction. With the World Bank he spent four years in Port-au-

Prince, Haiti, where he served as the World Bank focal point for disaster risk 

management and resilience in the aftermath of the 2010 earthquake. Gaetano also 

worked with the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) in 

Washington DC and Brussels and with the Civil Protection Department of the Italian 

Government on a post-conflict reconstruction program in South Sudan. Native of Italy 

he holds a Master Degree in Communications and Political Science from the 

University of Bologna. 

 


