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Tort Law

The infringement of other people’s interests is a phenomenon existing everywhere in a practically identical way. So every social community has to define a legal framework for compensation for damages. The relevant legal framework is tort law. And not only the phenomenon but also the legal problems arising in the context of torts are very similar in an international perspective as for example mass damages and product liability substantiate. The seminar will focus on some of those problems and their solutions.

The participants of the seminar may choose from the following topics:

1. Violator’s liability for a third persons’ nervous shock

2. Indirect causation of damages in the cases of provoked self-violation and a third party’s intervention

3. Application of tort law on material defects leading to total destruction of the defect sales item

4. General product liability after § 823 BGB and producer’s proof of exoneration according to § 831 BGB

5. The meaning of § 830 for the liability of severals

6. Liability in the cases of mass damages

7. May a child’s birth cause claims for compensation? 

8. Basic terms of tort law: Indemnity, restitution in kind and compensation in money

9. The so called “presumption of profitability”, indemnifiable expenditures in terms of § 284 BGB and loss of profit after § 252 BGB

10. Claims for damage suffered by a third person – Conditions, enforcement and typical cases

11. Joint liability in the case of an injunctive relief in favor of one of the violator’s 

12. Hypothetical causation and hypothetical legitimate performance

13. Adjustment of profit

14. Expenses of a provident nature and “catching-bounties” as indemnifiable losses?  

The seminar will be held in English on the basis of German and – where applicable – European law. In advance, each participant will have to write a paper on his or her topic not exceeding 30 pages. This paper shall be sent to Professor Hager. During the seminar, each topic will be introduced by the respective participant by means of a lecture lasting 30 minutes. Afterwards, the topic will be discussed in detail.
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