April 12 - 16, 2010

Architecture and Philosophy
The seminar focuses on Renaissance thought and architecture. The mutual influences of philosophy and architecture are singular in the 15th and 16th century in Italy. Filarete (Antonio Averlino) writes Platonic dialogues. Leon Battista Alberti writes about the family, education and economy. His philosophical and architectural ideas about Universal Man are seminal and mark the beginning of modern self-consciousness and subjectivity. Every single of the leading minds uses Greek and Roman sources in that era. This is especially true for Andrea Palladio and his search for the fundamental and natural rules and guidelines of architecture, and for his fellow architect from Vicenza, Vicenzo Scamozzi. They all learnt from Vitruvius and his ten books on architecture. The seminar will deal with all these masterminds of Renaissance thought and architecture and finally concentrate on John Ruskin’s and Jacob Burckhardt’s accounts of Venetian architecture.
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