March 03 - 07, 2004
Theories of Social Stratification
Inequality and differentiation from a systems-theoretical perspective

This course aims to examine theories of social stratification from a systems-theoretical perspective. In contrast to other sociological theories, systems theory is predicated upon the view that modern society is not primarily differentiated according to social strata or classes but according to the communicative codes of societal sub-systems such as politics, the economy and law. Accordingly, the persistence of stratification must be explained as the result of functional differentiation. The course will explore the implications of this rather unusual starting point for a theory of social stratification and assess its viability in comparison with other contemporary approaches.
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