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The social dimensions of accepting 
decarbonization
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Scientific consensus is strong on climate 
change

Robert Rohde, for Global Warming Art



But adequate action to address them 
has been lacking

• Primary limitations to solutions not scientific 
knowledge, but rather 

• Willingness of people and governments to 
commit to the common good

• And  to cooperate in finding solutions that 
benefit all
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rff.org

RFF
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http://message.snopes.com
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Norms are dynamic
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The central issues are issues of 
behavior and culture

• Intergenerational  and intragenerational equity
• Cooperation in the Commons
• Social norms and institutions
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Equity:
We discount 

• The future

www.elements4health.com



We discount 

• The future
• The interests of others

info.acoustiblok.com
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Princeton India Decarbonization Project, Research Questions

1. What are plausible scenarios for India’s long term electricity demand 
growth? 

2. What energy system techno-economic challenges are associated 
with deep penetration of VRE and how are these best overcome?

3. What are the socio-economic implications of deep penetration of 
VRE for incumbent thermal generators ? How can negative 
implications be minimized? 

4. What policy and/or regulatory solutions can maximize the pace of 
electricity system decarbonization transitions, over the next half 
century?



Modeling approaches can capture 
norm shifts
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Ostrom: Climate change



Addressing social acceptance of 
decarbonization remains a big 

challenge
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